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Books contained in the TuiRD VOLUME: 


SUMMARY | of the ELEVE NTH BOOK. 


M EM OI RS from the year 1599 to 1601. 
Affairs of the marquiſate of Saluces. Artifices of 
the duke of Savoy to avoid making a reſtitution of 
Saluces. Journey of Henry IV. to Blois. Diſſolution 
of his marriage with Margaret of Valois: his amours 
with mademoiſelle d Entragues, who perſuades him to 
give her a promiſe of marriage: the courage and reſo- 
lution of Roſny on this occaſion. Articles of marriage 
with the princeſs of Florence concluded. Foreign af- 
fairs. Roſny takes upon him the guardianſhip of his; 
nephew dEpinoy. Revocation of the permiſſion for 
OY rich ſtuffs. Roſny i is made grand maſ- 
. ter. 
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ter of the ordnance, and gives great application to the 


affairs of this poſt. The duke of Savoy comes to 
Paris; brings over the courtiers to his intereſt ; endea- 


vours to bribe Roſny, and afterwards to exclude him 


from the conferences; but fails in both attempts, and 
returns home. Nicole Mignon attempts to poiſon the 


king. A public diſpute betwixt the biſhop d*Evreux 


and Du Pleſſis Mornay. New ſubterfuges of the duke 


of Savoy: reaſons for declaring war againſt him; pre- 
parations made by Roſny for this war. Henry IV. 
marries the princeſs of Florence by proxy: takes 


Chambery, Bourg, Montmelian, Charbonniers, &c. 


Other particulars of this campaign: great ſervices 
performed there by Roſny, notwithſtanding the jea- 


louſy and oppoſition of the courtiers. Cardinal Aldo- 
brandin comes to negotiate a peace; Roſny's reception 


of him: the conferences broken off by the demoli- 


tion of fort St. Catherine: reſumed by Roſny ; wha 
concludes the treaty. The queen comes to Paris, 
and is received by Roſny at the IIs: Foreign 


affairs. 


"a 


SUMMAR Y of the TWELFTH BOOK. 


4 F 


M EMO IRS of the year. 1601. Affairs of the 
finances; of money; of commerce, & c. Prohibition 
A againſt carrying gold or ſilver coin out of the kingdom. 
Chamber of Juſtice eſtabliſhed; but to little purpoſe. 
The author's reflections upon luxury and corruption 
of manners. The officers of the robe and finances 
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ſuppreſſed. Journey of Henry IV. to Orleans. Af- 
fairs of, the United Provinces. 
The French ambaſſador inſulted at Madrid. Embaſſies 
from the Grand Seignor and the Venetians. Elizabeth 
comes to Dover. Letters betwixt Henry and Eliza- 
beth. Roſny goes to Dover. Converſations betweeen 
Elizabeth and Roſny, in which they lay the founda- 


tion of the great deſign againſt the houſe of Auſtria: 
the great wiſdom of this queen. 


Chatillon-Coligny. Birth of Lewis XIII. 
makes La-Riviere calculate his nativity. The affair 
of the iſles concluded with the grand duke of Tuſ- 
cany. Roſny procures the count of Bethune to be 
named ambaſſador to Rome, notwithſtanding the en- 
deavours of Villeroi and Sillery to the contrary. Op- 
poſition made by theſe miniſters to the opinions and 
nh . of Roſny. 
marechal Biron: Roſny endeavours to recall him to 
his duty : Henry ſends him ambaſſador to London; to 
Sweden: he teſumes his intrigues at his return. La- 
Fin's depoſitions. 
Sebaſtian 3 and other foreign affairs. | 


SUMMARY of the THIRTEENTH BOOK. 


M EMOIRS of the year 1602. Foreign prin- 


ces at Paris. Henry IV. goes to Blois: the occa- 


ſion of his Journey. An account of marechal Biron's 
conſpiracy : 


caſion. 'A bas l formed to arreſt the dukes of 
| ©, _ Epernon 


Henry goes to Calais. 


Death of young 
Henry 


Particulars of the conſpiracy of 


An account of the pretended Don 


a council held at Blois upon this oc- 
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/ 
Epernon and Bouillon: the firſt clears his conduct; 
the great art and addreſs of the ſecond. Quarrels 


between the king and queen: Henry's converſation | 


with Roſny upon this ſubject. The effects of Hen- 
ry's journey into the provinces: he reſolves to have 
Biron arreſted: particulars of his and the count 
d' Auvergne's impriſonment; and of Biron's trial and 
execution: Roſny's behaviour throughout this af- 
fair.” Henry pardons the baron de Lux, and the 
count d'Auvergne, who again betrays him: reaſons 
why he behaved in this manner to the count d' Au- 
vergne. The prince of Joinville arreſted : The king 
pardons him alſo; but he is confined in priſon. 
The duke of Bouillon artfully avoids coming to 
court. The courtiers endeavour to raiſe ſuſpicions 
in Henry againſt Roſny: curious converſations be- 
twixt them on this occaſion. Affair of the adyo- 
cates: diſcourſe- of Sigogne. Edicts and regulations 
upon the coin, commerce, finances, &c. Mines 
 difcovered in France. Edict againſt duels. The al- 
liance with the Swiſs renewed. Journey of Henry 
to Calais. Account of the military exploits be- 
tween the Spaniards and Dutch; and other foreign 


affairs, 
5 SUMMARY of the FOURTEENTH BOOK. 1 


Muorns o the year 1605: Troubles. a 
Metz: Henry goes thither and baniſhes the Sobol- 
les; other affairs tranſacted in this journey. Memo- 

| | rial. 
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rial againſt the cardinal d' Oſſat: examination of the 
| ſentiments and conduct of the cardinal. Affairs of 


the Low Countries. Intrigues of the duke of Bouil- 


lon, and new ſeditions of the Calviniſts. 7 Death | 
of Elizabeth. James I. king of Great Britain. Hen- 


ry's return: his converſation with Roſny upon the 


death of Elizabeth: reſolves to ſend Roſny ambaſſa- 


dor to London: deliberations in the council, and in- 


trigues in the court upon this embaſſy. Indiſpoſition 
of the king. Public and private inſtructions given 


to Roſny: his departure with a numerous retinue. 


Character of young Servin. Roſny embarks at Ca- 


lais; inſulted by the vice-admiral of England: his 
reception at Dover; at Canterbury, & c. he is re- 


ceived in London with the higheſt honours: his 
ſeverity in the affair of Combaut. State of the po- 
litical affairs of Great Britain. Character of the 
Engliſh : of king James: of the queen, &c. Several 


factions at this court. Roſny's conferences with the 


Engliſh counſellors ; with the deputies of the States- 


General; with 6 reſident from Venice, &c. He 
obtains Ki firſt audience: he is concerned at not being 
permitted to appear in aa £7 


SUMMARY of the eee 


Fa R THE R memoirs of the year 1603. i 
tinuation of Roſny's embaſſy to London; detail of 


what paſſed at his firſt audience: public converſa- 
tions of the king of England with him, upon differ- 


ent 
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ent ſubjects. Accidents at the court of London fa- 

vourable and unfavourable to this negotiation. Diſ- 
poſitions of the different courts of Europe. Roſny” « 
*Krft conference with the Engliſh miniſters. Intrigues 
of Spain. Rofny's ſecond audience, and private con- 
verſation with king James: he perſuades him to ſup- 
port the United Provinces: other affairs tranſacted 
betweeen them: his ſecond conference with the Brit- 
iſh miniſters, who endeavour to overthrow his nego- 
'tiation. Imptudent proceedings of count de Aremberg. 
Third audience. Rofny admitted to the table of the 
king of England: public converſations on different 
ſubjects. Third conference with the Engliſh miniſters 
and the deputies of the United-Provinces. Artifice 
and perfidy of Cecil. Fourth audience: private con- 
verſations with king James, to whom he communi- 
cates the political deſigns of Henry IV. and Elizbeth 3 
and endeavouts to gain his approbation of them: a 
mort abſtra& of theſe deſigns : James « declares him- 

4 ſelf ly, in Roſny” s favour, 


| SUMMARY of the SIXTEENTH BOOK. 


Fa RT HER memoirs of the year 1603. Con- 

tinuation of the embaſſy and negociations of Roſny 
at the court of London. Form of a treaty with 
his Britannic majeſty: ſubſtance of this treaty. Diſ- 
patches from Roſny intercepted. Audience of leave, 
and Roſny's laſt converſation with king James: pre- 
ſents which he makes in London: his return: dan- 


gers 


SUM M A RY. | 
gers at ſea: his reception from Henry IV. public 


converſation between them on the ſubje& of his 
negotiation. Memoirs of the ſtate of affairs in Eng- 
land, Spain, the Low Countries, and other foreign 
countries. Roſny reſumes his labours in the finances. 
Henry ſupports him openly in a quarrel which he 
had with the count de Soiſſons: he entertains the 
king at Roſny. Journey of Henry into Normandy: 
what paſſed in this journey. Mutiny of the proteſt- 
ants of the aſſembly of Gap. Roſny made gover- 
nor of Poitou. Eſtabliſhment of the ſilk manufactory 
in France: converſations on this ſubje&, in which 
Roſny endeayours to diſſuade Henry. from this deſign. 
Remarks on his opinion of wearing ſilk, and on 
other parts of luxury. A colony ſettled at Canada. 
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7 "us tine'fertled for the" "agjetiniatzablus the * 
quiſate,6f 'Sahices, of Which the terms wefe referredito 
the pope; had el ipſed without any degifion by kis holi- 
neſs, dernde the: duke of Savoy; e betten than 
any other erſon that it could not be fa vourable for hi 

149,60 1 ae the ſentebee,” made We fil thoſe arts 
1 ve "Wat 5 rally e edurt; whole 

c en it ſafety or add antage as in queſ- 
tion, A le alin S5 treichery, fübiniſſien, and the 
* ae of the ſlfongeſt attachments. The firſt 
Hope: ht. that prefented 1tfelf to the” duke ef Savoy's | 
wie WAS, t a ah agrłement which had only been 
5 0 8 7 29 7 80 He," or Mirka haßt that France woukl 
roi itſelt FH th 5 as this proceellin 

ſeemed too diſingeniſous, he had tee6urſe le another ar- 
tifice e'to make tie pope e voluntarily tceſigncthe arditrati- 
75 he a ppriſed Bis ambaſſador” at Rome; thatche had 
0 erjain ntelligence from France and Italy, that Cle- 
men vin tad ſuffered himfelf' do be gained by the 
I e 0 15 Da po 9 65 e hep chriſtian ma- 
je "ſh d engage to yield afterwards'tg/the-popeihim- 
* "Yi | III. ecke ß i cyl id, 1 ſelf 
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* This waakks was 2 tranferable fer — to whick. hs 
bade Savoy had no _ 


4 bo E M O 1 R 8 Bock XI. 
Elk all his 57 claim{upon th e marqbifite of Safuces. Fe ; 
E 


ambaſſador, who was fir impoſe upon his maſter, 
explained himſelf in ſuch a manner upon this colluſion, 
that his holineſs, who hag only accepted of the arbitra- 
tion for the advantage of both parties, reſigned it with 
indignation. 6s 

THE duke of Javoy, wh had not doubted byt that 
the pope would act in this man er, gave the king,, ho- 
ever, to underſtand, that he would rely entirely upon 
him, without having recourſe to any foreign arbitration 
upon the diſpute. He thought, zby piquing this prince 
upon his honour, to obtain that which was the ſubject of 
their conteſt, which he took care to have repreſent : 
him, a a thing of-ſuch. ſma a Bil ng 
merit the attention of | ſo; great a king. F. Ps 
-with -theſe N that the ſieurs % e, 
Rochette, de Lullins, de Bretons, and de 2 *he 
duke of SAVOY Ss agents, eme to Paris. 1199 0 oh 

WIRE views vf this mature the mimlſler @ nd the ce 
Fdent of the prince is commonly, the, 1 N 2 
begin to engage in their ntergfh 0 (to be 1 om 


they endeavour.ito corrupt; ould not ap- 
pear very virtuous, do not even coped from im the 
deſign. with which they come, and i in, their eie 
make no longer an) uſe of that. cautio! hich is,9hl ery- 
dn a congreſs. Theſe gentlemen f een to Id. me, 
that their maſſer did not pretend to bald the | marquilate 
.of Saluces of his majeſty; any other Frets 2 1h ban, As;A mere 
gift of his mumi ficence; and at t he fame time in ſinu- 
ated to me plainly enough, that this preſent would pro- 
duce from the duke of Savoy e for me prop r- 
tionable to the importance 91 t he requeſt, and my ſoli oli- 
itude to ſecurs:its.ſucggſ. Ll; would not Jeem. to under- 
ſtand theſe. laſt, words; and with regard to;the Art, 1 
told the agents drily, that ſince, as they well knew, no 
one could beſtow upon another what was not immedi- 


_— in his * PRC, the e of 
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84 ſhould firſt begin by af ning all claim to the 
marquiſate of Saluces; and that t en his majeſty, 15 who 
I affured them had no leſs greatneſs of m ind t an his 
highneſs, would uſe his power royally, And very 
earneſtly 1 intreated them to addreſs themſelves d lirealy t9 
the king : 'which they did, , diſcouraged with the manner 


"'F ſpoke to them. Henry Nee them With great eivi- 
lity, but appeared ſo reſolute upon every thing which ſe⸗ 


arded that ſtate, that after ſeveral uſeleſs ttempts, 
kei aſide all thou chts: of. ſucceeding this 755 # 1 29 5 
FinpiNG all rance, and the court itſelf, abe with 
malecontents and mutinous perſons, they i imagined "that 
by puſhing them on to ſome violent reſolution, they 
might give Henry ſufficient employment within hi 
kingdom, to make him loſe ſight of all that paſſed with 
out. The duke of Savoy's preſence appeared to.them 
abſolurely neceſſary to engage more «loſely 1 1 
that liſtened to their ſuggeſtions; f and they wrote. 
himz that his intereſt required t at he woll te fe 
Journey to Paris. This project was perfect aly ſuit 
the duke's charaQer®; he conſented to it, and ordere( 
them to demand his majeſty s leave for that purpoſe ; 
on the king would have denied, if be could haye 
ne it with an) appearance of reaſort. But the duke. 
Savoy had leprived him of the leaſt | retence, | 
br tf that be undertook this j Journey, in order that 
e might himſelf treat with his majeſty ; ; or rather, that 


he came to ſubmit entirely 1 to the king's Will. Th de: 
claration he accompanied with ſo many complaints 
againſt Spain, that he ſeemed to be u bon the point of 


coming to an open rupture with that crown; and mY 
Hence! 1 0 he 0 | place all his hopes of ſecutity on 
an union v. with France. He had 4 ſhort time before 6 
fuſed an e e made bim by the OR * 
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* Jt is fd, that hit en bis refidence It the court of Fronce, 
one day let fall the following worde, © Lam not come into _ ren 
f but to ow. f 
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Spain, to ſend his! fon and! his eldeſt daughter to thec court 
The Madtid, to appear there as \ princes of the blood-royal 


SI, * 101 
Pain. bh, 
8 this "Np ; of the dike of Savoy, 1 the p hope Was fol 
1168 deterties to, Dem om no further with 55 2 
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bi Him abſotety eee; ; bah to \Five uf ho pres of 
wv Ut fatisfaction which was die. fo him m by the guke, and 
4 He di cover All. his tranſaQions with the) ; maleconte "mo ; of 


bt "ns 
0 40 N theſe the king always g gave Fersen tee 
the firſt rank. ' His majelty knew, that uring the ſtay 
Ruta made i in Guienne, he had ſol icited the no- 
lity of that province to engage in his intereſts; ; and 
[hh this 960 table he had had ſuch conver aten with 
thei ö 8 proved him to be an enemy to the royal autho- 
Lig" Ali (this might have been attributed to the pride 
Ind inſelebce of his diſpoſition ; but what g gave moſt | 
wei ght to this behaviour was, that his intrigues at the 
ä bohrt of Savoy, although carried on with all poſſible 
* came at the ſame time to his majeſty s Know- 
e. And the] Journey t the : king took this year to. Blois, 
f 72 7 in reality no other motive than to diſconcert the 
for je&s' ot Biron, and to retain the p eople,i in their du- 
ty; but. in Public, the king talked o it as a party of 
A Pleaſure, to, paſs the ſummer in that agreeable climate, 
55 to eat, he ſaid, ſome of the excellent melons there. 
His removal from 8 like wiſe, in the ſtate things then 
Were, was a matter of indifference. „ 
1 ATTENDED bis majeſty, whole thy i it 1 pt. 
= duced: nothing of conſequence, enough to be 1 
e 15 1 time there 1 in the ſe chan Sy, 1 haves fr 
"ſpoken of, and in endeavouring to procure the 
Aa deſired diſſolution of his marriage with Mar- 
garet of Valois. As long as. the duteheſs of. Beaufort 
lived no one was -ſolicitous te preſs Henry to a divorce, 
e . 


» XJ 


either becauſe. _ eg: that thoſe endeavours 
| would turn, to the advantage. of his miſtreſs, who bu 
upiyerſall) - | hated, - -or that they did, not gare to expoſe 


themſelves. to the rage of this woman; 5! who. Was always 
to be feared, even though: her deſi igns ſhould not ſucceed: 
but as ſoon, as ſhe was dead, there Was a general combi- 


nation of the parliament,. all the other bodies, and the 


people, to ſolicit him on this ſubjeQ, | The p procurgr- 
general came to his majeſty, and intreated him to give 
bis, ſubje ts this ſatisfaction, The king, though he Was, 
not determined upon his choice, promiſed, Howevers, wo 
yield to the deſires of his people. 
LN OW reſumed my correſpondence with. « queen Mar- 


garet with. more ardour- than before: I had taken ne. 


pains, to remove the obſtacle which this grinceſs made, on 


madame de Beaufgrt's acegunt, to the conſent. a Maß. 


required. of her; fqr. I. looked 90 15 ag A re rt Rs 
which probs ly, ** ONE, 2 de a 1220 jeg 

was this, on that could. have relle e 
Rome, if 50. kin had ſuffered himſelf at laſt to he. gains 


ed by his miſtreſs: beſides, the compliance dere chin | 
deer aſſured; me that ſhe did not. make it; a pre- 


tence for: an abſolute refuſal. 1 Was, copfirme: in this. 


opinion by the anſwer ſhe wrote. me from Uſſon, 1944, 
letter I had juſt ſept her, in w hich I mentioned, ned wen 


fice; that was expected from her, in very reſpecitff 
in very clear terms, as ſuch negotiations require. 
garet, on her ſide, to ſhew that ſhe perfectly underſtood 


what, was to be done, explained herſelf abſolutely upon 


the: bill of divorce, annexing to it ſuch reaſonable con- 


ditians as took away all difficulty for the, future; the 
only deſired a decent penſion might be aſſigned: her, and 
that her debts might be paid appointing a à man to con- 


„„ 


clude this affair, either with 44 king, or with me, ho, 


though firmly attached to her, could not be ſu ed 
this Was Langlois, who bad ſerved his. e ſo klaue 


| fully-in the reduction of amy of e 
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rewarded for it with the poſt of maſter of the requeſts. 


It was not eaſy to find a man who was more capable of 
buſineſs: he brought his majeſty an anſwer from Mar- 
garet *;_ for the King thought he likewiſe was under a 
_ neceſſity of writing to her, which he did with equal 
goodneſs and complaiſance, but in terms far leſs explicit 
than J had done. With the letters, Langlois brought a 
ſtate of this princeſs's demands, which were immediate- 
ly granted. To render the thing more firm, Langlois 
Thdertook-to make her write to the pope in terms that 
gave his holineſs to underftand, that ſhe was far from 
being conſtrained to this act; that ſhe had the ſame ſoli- 
citude for the concluſion of thisaffair as all France had. 
D*Offat provided with a writing of the ſame kind, 
found no more obſtacles : he was ſeconded by Sillery, 
who endeavoured to efface the ſcandal of his firſt com- 
miſfion.” The holy father uſed no more delays in grant- 
g the favqur that was demanded of him, than what de- 
' cency and ceremony required; and did not ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be. influenced by fuggeſtions of envious perſons, a 
deteſtable ſort of men who are to be found in every 
place. He appointed the biſhop of Modena; his nephew | 
and nuncio, to put the finiſhing hand to this affair, 
which could be only done in France; aſſociating with 
him two commiſſioners of that nation, the archbiſhop 
of 1 Arles, and the cardinal de Joyeuſe : the courſe they 

„ A EE hea 296: were 


——8 ᷓ rf R- — 


See theſe two letters of Henry IV. to Margaret de Valois, and 
ee to Henry, in the new collection des leitres du Henry le 
rand. „ . ̃ ÄAͤn:!nn! 3 2 3 
+ Horace del Monte, the archbiſhop of Arles, and Francis de Joyeuſe, 
the.fecodd: ſor of William de po. Theſe three commiſſaries having 
met in the palace of Henry de Gondy, biſhop of Paris, after 1 
examining the reaſons alledged on both fides, declared the marriage void, 
by reaſon' of conſanguinity, different religion, ſpiritual affinity, com- 
pulfion, and for want of the conſent of one of the parties; for Hen- 
4 IV. and Margaret de Valois were related in the third degree; the mother 
of Jane d' Albert, who alfo was called Margaret, being the fiſter of Fran- 
cini: Ses the hiſtory and pieces concerning this divorce in Matthieu, 
wm. I. b. ii. De Thou, liv. cxxiii, La Chronologie Septennalre, 
ann. 1599. | x; 1 80 
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vferepte take, Was to declacg the parties fręe from « all e 
gagement, hyche nullity of their marriage. 


11, WHILE ds, affair was haſtening towards a concluſi- - 
on, Henry returned to Fontainebleau; and giving great 
part: of, his time to diverſions, and the pleaſures of the 
table, beard mademoiſelle nee Foften mentioned. 
The,. couftzets, gager to 70 bis inclination for. the 
fais, ofpgkgl ia ,advantageoully,of the, beauty, wits and 
Seeber 1 lady, that,the King, had a de 
fire 9 f a rand became immediately paſſionately en- 
amoured of hen. Who could bave foreſeen, tlie uncaſi- 
neſs this. new _— was to give him! but it was Henry's 
fate, that, the ſame, weakneſs. which, obſcured his glory, 
thayldelike wiſe e deſtroy; the tra mllity of his life. 3 


1 


TEL Jady; was CHA «a though, ſenſible wm 
LJOITIOTL. 


Ba gr 18 ing, yet 


Plesſug ef Ränge hela. e and he Hattered herſelf. . 


Mas her .poedompinant; hafte 
ſhe he abt make ſo 5 uſe of her 1 — 8 aß to oblige..* 


her lover to become her huſband. She id not. therefore 
ſeem in haſte to, yield to his 1 pride, chaſt ityz, and 
intereſt, were employed in their Fir gs: he demanded. 

ro Jeſs. han ene und: ed thouſan rowns. for the Price 
e had only. 1 ans 


cre Hem e in f BY 5 _opinion. 


was ob- 
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1 Catherine RY daughter to: Feancit. de Balzac; lord of 5 


8 1X ks 5 ma Fed fo 15 ER *T 19 25 ag of theſe 


repreſent” Ber Pack f bedudifel, el ams the fair 
— and ſtill more gay, Ambittes, and 22 — This ſlceteh, 
which correſponds with what the duke de Sully ſays here, will be very 
much confir; ed i in the ſequel of theſe Memoirs, 
8 5 ear Was not” entirely © without" fbuadation. If we may be 
fieve tl 11 de Ba ere, in his Memoirs, her mother was 


— l e in this affair; And & Wust even ſhe: that 
rew'the 0 Malemerbes, 1 boat wht, Hefe but kir eres 
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it. and "he feat of ie Serine? 5 price e- 
dea voured to rettiove al tlieſe ae, 2bt'e wid not Tan 
tigfy the lady, who! taking à favourable oppoitybity; at 

length Glad that ſfie would'fiever grant bim any thing | 
wales he would give her a'promife; under his hand; to 
mafry Her in a. e Aire! Hk 8 öl pon her den 
account t, the {rid date ae ying this ftrange requeſt with 

1 aif of modeſty, with Whleh ſue we Fee e be to Su- 
ang) tar ne Aſteeck for this baue to her 

; 16 Rad been Tufficients* dr indeed, the woald 

| have required n none of aby kid; being ſenſible that her 

Beth "did not alfow Hef to pretend to that honour; but 

Na NO! REFotl for füch'a vriting; tò ſet ve 

as an WOE for her 17 net fclations; and obſery< 

TS 0 the. king fill rated," ſhe had the Adar to 

let in real ty die mould Lek Upon this Promiſes 

; 255 very littte* e OY of ne ew dee wits 


me 


n A Ade, ge 2 ws Weg of: 10787 

Henry was not 10 00 but that fb ePlinly perceived this 
811 ende: voured to 0 d : not to mention Hked 
g Teaſohs | 1e Pac t6belicve her faf from being g. 
 veſtal} or thoſe intHigue? dpailift he ftate or which her 
8 mother, or brother,” ati even Herfélf, Hall been 
convicted, ant Had drawn upon this family "op! order to 
leave Par 5, Which T bad: fo lately fig fed o chem from 
Mens! Hot ithiftan iug afl {2 ae Kg bas Sek | 
. Enough to comply with reg miſtreſs's deſires, and pro- 
miſeu toogr ant Reb v 2 Wax proper (89797 55 1 2119 4 4+ 4 
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and ak bs hametall FIG into my 7 It is a 


piece of juſtice, which, I am fo much the more obliged - 


to do Henry, as the reader muſt perceive that I do not 
endeavour to palliate his faults, to r gs in 


Ef the greateſt exceſſes to which he was hurri 


paſſions, he always ſubmitted to a candid confellivn of 
them, and to conſult with thoſe. perſons whom, he knew 
were moſt likely to oppoſe his deſigns. This is an in» 
ſtance of rectitude and greatneſs of ſoul, rarely. to, be 
found amongſt princes. While I was reading this pa- 
per, every word of which was like the ſtab of a poig ; 
nard, Henty ſometimes. turned aſide to conceal his 


confuſion, and ſometimes endeavoured. to gain over his 
confidant by condemning and excuſing himſelf by turm; 


but my thoughts were wholly employed upon the fatal 


writing. The clauſe of marrying a miſtreſs, provided | 


ſhe bore him a ſon in the ſpace of a year (for it was 


conceived in theſe terms) appeared indeed \ ridiculous, 


and plainly of no effect; but nothing could relieve my 


anxiety, on account of the ſhame and contempt. the 
king müſt neceſſarily incur, by a promiſe which, ſoopy 


er or later, would infallibly make a dreadful confuſes 
en. I was alſo afraid of the conſequences of ſuch a 
ſtep in the preſent conjunQure whilſt the divorce . was 
depending; and. this ahought ee . Vent, and 


motionleſs. 25770 of 


HERR, ſeeing that Lreturned bio ae paper *coldly, 
hat with a viſible agitation of mind, ſaid, to me, Come, 
£ come, ſpeak. freely, and do not aſſume all this re, 
ce ſerve.” I could not immediately find words to ex- 
preſs my thoughts, nor need I here aſſign reaſons for my 
perplexity, which may be eaſily imagined by thoſe who 
know what it is to be the confidant of a king, on occaſi- 
ons when there is a neceſſity of combating his reſoliſti- 
on, Which is always abſolute and unalterable. The 
king again aſſured me, that I might ſay and do what I 


Pleaſed, without offending him; which was but a juſt 
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6 m M in 8 Bock XI. 
amendls, he ſaid, for having forced from me three hun- 


dred thouſand livres: 1 obliged him to repeat this aſſu- 
rance ſeveral times, and even to ſeal it with a kind of 
oath; and then no longer heſitating to diſcover my opi- 


nion, took the paper out of the king 's hands, and tore 
it to pieces, without ſaying a word. How l'? ſaid 


Henry, aſtoniſhed at the boldneſs of this action, ** Mor- 
© zien / What do you mean to do? I think you are 
&« mad 2” I am mad, I acknowledge, ſire, replied I, 
« and would to God I was the only madman in France.” 
My reſolution was taken, and I was prepared to ſuffer 


every thing, rather than, by a pernicious deference and 
reſpect, to betray my duty and veracity; therefore, not- 


withſtanding the rage I ſaw that inſtant impreſſed on the 
king's countenance, while he collected together out of 
my hands the torn pieces of the writing, to ſerve as a 
model for another, I took advantage of that interval 
to repreſent to him, in a forcible manner, all that the 


ſubject may be imagined to ſuggeſt to me. The king, 


angry as he was, liſtened till 1 had done ſpeaking, but, 
overcome by hie paſſion, nothing was capable of altering 


his reſolution 75; the only effort he made was not to ba- 
niſh from his preſence a confidant too ſincere. He went 


dut of the gallery without ſaying a ſingle word to me, 
and returned to his cloſet, whither he ordered Lomenie 
to bring him a ſtandiſh and paper; he came out again 
in half a quarter of. an hour, which he had employed in 


Writing a new prorniſe. I was at the foot of the ſtair?⸗- 


caſe when he deſcended; he paſſed by without ſeeming 
to ſee me, and went to Maleſherbes to hunt, where he 


Aaid two days. 


'Iwas of opinion that this incident ought to put no 
155 to the affair of the divorce, nor hinder another 
wife from being ſought for, for the king, but rather 


that it ſhould haſten both: his majeſty's agents at Rome 


wade therefore the gia overture of a py, between 


ts SOT Henry 


* 


1599 - 0 F 18 1 L. 1 X. : 
Henry and * inceſs Mary of Medicis ts daughter to- 
3 ab, Florence. The king. ſuffered us to 
THAT d int uſineſs, 490, by th e Force © ref eated. 
importunities, . even "PP ined, the > conſtable, the e an 
cellor, Mas P's and, "_ "tr 75 wi th the perſon, . 
| the grand f uld Teng. dto P het We Were reſolved 
_ jp let — : air MEER „ Joannini, the perſsn deputed' 
he gland dl duk „ Was no ſogner ROLE than the at- 
es were in 915 y drawn. and ſigned by, us. all.” . en i 
Kh WAS: pitched upon to communicate this 7 news * the 
king, who did n not 5 the 'byſn neſs would Haber been 
concluc ed 59 71 5 As ſoon 28 J. "replied to his huet. oh 
on from a. rhe! [ an b Le come, ſire, from mary 
& xying, you,“ nis RS Temained : a quarter of a an hour. | 
as if he-had been ſtru With a i He altert 
wards walked x up and e his ch -hamber haffily, deliver-. 
5 ing hi hi elf f.up. 40% Nee with which Bis Th d 1959 
ſo vio * 45 t 1 for à long time ah 


utte! 155 10 | doubt b Furl that all Th 0 rep 3 
ſented d noa pre oy e Fea : A leng h Teco 
| vering ke ry man v, 0 had 5 His eee. 


2 1. Aen. 41 eit { s. 9 1 7 is,no, re : if for, ſhe 
- 41 1 58 0 of ns? In lt marry, "FP: mu ee ws 
8 owleds = 0. to Me, t 15 E fear of ucceeding no be 
tex — 15 ſecopd than] his f firſt "marriage. was. phe cauſe be of. 
| his irre olution. Strange 20 caprice of the huma 1 IT mot A a 
prince who ha 1 bb. himſelf with 7207. U An Auc>- 
ceſs from a thouſand , cruel diſſenſſo ions, which war be | 
5592 had occaſioned; trembled at the very thoughts of 


domeſtic quarrels, and ſeemed more troubled than when, 


that very, Vear,, upen notice ſent from: abus of” 


_—_- eden 4 19 8h, if Spelf:;902 C7 25 een Ib 1 i . 


ok + mit fut n:! ELF, 110 41 nN 10404 


K 1 oy Medieiez dbrbter 60 Faden Pan duke of Tuſcany, vy 
- the archdutcheſs' Jane of Auftria, daughter ts the emperor Ferdinand. 
She had. for her portion fix Hundred thobſand crowns, befides rings and 
8 La N Septen naire, anno 1600, p. 121. and Matthieu, 
tom. II. 'iv. ii, Mts bebe an account of che e Come andi 
be Sil] Mlery, rela * to marriage; © 
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| ME 1 & ER 50 3 
In 40 Ffalian, vi ho" hac come t rache with ar u- 


2 11 50 8 gfiard bj >, WhS ſeized in the re of the 


court. a e e, i ee as not 
1 lowing year!” Fg 1 Ran! 
Grnkk foteigh 1495 fairs 18 05 e ttt vn * to be 
mentioned, a are ee Rb Gab Fed ow *Oountvies, 
Which was vigorouly e begun when "the archduke went 
into thoſe. provinces” the 1 1 upon reiterated com- 
aints from Stain, forbae His ubjeQs: te bear arms in 
th ſervice, of the $ Skate 8, Ft this Was reel For forth's 
ſake, Policy. We permitt g Bir to ſuffet E Flemin ings 
tbe  Oppre elle His hajelly i not. only forb re 1 pum : 
thoſe who difobeyed theſe orders, Pat like wife afifter 
that people privately: the war in Hungary, hieb 
ſhall ſay nothing. of, Except that the duke of Mereeur 
aſked and obizitett teave.to ler de in the troops of the em- 
. "the 1e evolution pay Hap Aa Mt gwe⸗ 
255 re the then rei king And "of ok 
Pol 2830 uw de thread 70 5 Bis ſubf fe ah 17 th _ . 
= "Chaikes duke of res 12 Wo And 


all hope of ever ko: hh feſt tored, bye the "te feat 180 5 5 
ed from his fiva five 


24 
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LTH re to my 10 en Moda Aerie t de Was 
che moſt'co1 en "Thi Thos Hines Q delt; 
came t6 His Wen 1 "WAS at dis, þ N Hef y 

relt; with the king agalüſt "the | pritices Lig ne, 
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te fla ab BR Hoh. 22H Gly Ot amieb8 lin Badge; 
3 Eauſed ſeveral advantageous offers to be made him by his ambaſſa- 


dor at Rome. Matthieu, tom. II. liv. ii. p. 302. 
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1 Hippolite. de men widow eee Vin Niles 4 Kat | 
who died in 1 x 594: The princes An of whom 3 are 
I Amoral prince de Ligne, governor o Artois, that martied Mary de Melu un, 
who had the ſeigniories of —_— d —_ Ke, aud his ene | 
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brought with her; the youngeſt was educated under 
the care of madame de Robs, widow ofithe viſcount 
de Gand Her uncle aud trrine. The printeſb told me, 
that tlie heaveft relationiby the futher's ſide which her 
ehlildren had in France beint myſelf, it was fit E ſhould 
be their gusrdlan accepted willingly of this truſt, to 
protcute kfiem fuſtice; and had the fatisfactiom at tlie 
etrd of feven years, during wich time I took the lame 
care of theſe children” as y own; to reſtore to them 
the poſſeſio of all their eſtates, which amounted to a 
Hundred and ttrenty thottfand livres 4 year, I ſhalt 
have cc 0 f hereafter; to take nodeb el e obige, 
| bus thEF:recervetF from His majeſty.” * an et 10 fad 

RABobr the ſame time the increhants of Tours came 
to intreat my aſſiſtance in procuring leave for them to 
eſtahfiſſi manufacures of filks, and of gold and filver 
füt which Had not yet been made in Frances toge· 
ther RA probilbitiort for itnperting ay fm ER 
ountrübs for the flrture, aſſurtag me that they had 
ſuffieient to ſupply the Whole kingtloiz Before 1 gave 
ther their anfwer, 1 e eee if - Meir 
report was trees eing convinced" it was not, I en- 
deavoured to ee them. from am enterpriſe, which 
ebend nor miſcutry with impunity could; hot pre 
vail. Upetamp. ref they addreſſed rhemſetves dis 
fectiy to to H * Hiajeſt) of" thought'ie necellary® not te 
oppole ah eſtagfi, cht) ck; ee coded 
might” be öf great uſe. he king overdone; by their 
importunity, granted all they aſked ; but ſix' months 
was ſcarce ee when, for Want of having taken 
pfi . ufes, ehey came te get cheir co miſtona 
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ebuñt —_— theninconvetiency and: increaſe of | 
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him for it, and unite the duties of f. that. ; 
thoſe of the grand maſter of the ordnance, althqugh 
was not inveſted with this laſt. He even offered, in 


8 
n — 
* 
* % 
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ready very conſiderable, by raiſing, it . into, ;an, « oftices 
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Tux king, r the affair, of the- marquiſate of 
Saluces; would not be finiſhed without. ſtriking A, blow 
for it, had, for ſome time, thought of getting a man to, 


perform the duties of grand; maſter. of the ordnance, 


Who was capable of acquitting himſelf well of SY 


and above | all, ef acting by bimſelf; this good old 


Eſtrées Was not able to de; however, his majeſty 
would not take away the poſt from him, for his chil- 


dren's fake, of whom monſieur:d'Eſtrees was the grand- 
father; but the expedient he. hit upon was, that the 


elder de Born being deſirous of reſigning! the poſt of 
lieutenant- general of, Wee might treat with 
ployment, t: 


my favour, to augment uhe privileges of the, firſt, al- 


giving it authority over all che lieutenant-genęrzls in 


P the; provinces, augmenting the. ſalary and» laſtly, 85 


granting the patents gratis. However, I, mult ackne 


| ledge, that I was net toſbe wen by theſe eher, and 
-could not reſolve to ſerve under another, after, hazing. 


been diſappointed. of the firſt, place: I therefore excuſed 


wyſelf, upon che buſineſs, was; already charged wich, 
fſtom not complying with the king's, 1 ate The 
ling was not-to.be impoſed upon by this anln er; end 
after many ſolicitations. which J. Knew how. to defenc 
myſelß againſt, he left me in anger, telling me that h 


would. mention * wwe me n mene, but, that ſince, 1 
TT pile IT 1 on Bog 3J would 


"Skeife 3 not a alin to. its beter Re only Sper 
narie, p. n. e caſe is the ſatne * 7. to theſe | 
a8 all his r parts of. ul , nes, freedom bf trade which 550 10 


LK between an the nation of the world; wiltnotgie u io this _— 


Keef Rs Tee non fer than pen Bd yt Meder 


. fabric. At this very day a great number of foreigners take: "hoc 
off our hands, and the proþibition is in force only as to Indian fiuffs and 
printed nens; but it were to be wiſhed that we would be more careful to 
ſorbear the-uſe of the latter, or rather make in France ſuch: ſtuffa as would 


Terve inſtead of theſe which are ſo commodioys-and ſerviceable, .. 


nth 
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- honour, the arſenal is in very good order, 'owing to his great 


1599 . 0 7 48 LL. 15 
would liſten to nothing but my W ee he ne take 


his own way. 

His. kindneſs fo me W him that Amend 
his threat. He cauſed a propoſal to be made to mon- 
ſieur d'Eftrees to reſign his employment, which, as ſoon 


as I was informed of, I offered, by monſieur, and ma- 


dame du Peche, three thouſand crowns to madame de 


Nery, who governed the old man entirely, to procure 


his conſent. I Ke maſter of the ordnance being impor- 
tuned by this woman, told the king that he was willing 
to accept of an equivalent for his poſt. The king im- 


mediately acquainted me with his: reſolution, adding, 
that he required nothing of me for the offence I had 


given him, but to put his artillery into a condition to 
obtain the marquiſate of Saluces for him, which, he 
was every day more convinced, would not be yielded 
without force, that is to ſay, W a great number 


of very difficult ſieges; for that is the uſual way of 


carrying on a war in Savoy. I thanked his majeſtyi and 
agreed with d' Eſtrẽes for eighty thouſand crowns; all 


the petty claims riſing to a conſiderable ſuni more,; I 
was, on this occaſion, obliged to take up rents to the 


value of a hundred thouſand crowns from Morand, Vi- 
enne, and Villemontee; and three days afterwards E 
was ſolemnly inveſted with the dignity * of grand. maſ- 
ter of the ordnance, and took the uſual! oath for; it. 
This was the fourth great office with which-I-was then 
honoured; the annual produce of it was twenty foun 


thouſand livres. 1 DES re A es” in 1 


to 
| . The king 3 it : an es of the crown,. "and that 3 in favour of. 
M. de Sully. Brantome in the place where he gives us the lift of the 
grand maſtery of the ordnance, ſpeaks thus, „Since M. de Roſoy;has had 
« this charge of grand maſtet, who undoubtedly does the place 2 — 4 
A 
« and application, eſpecially as the importanes of the thing itſelf ab 1 his 
** own good ſenſe would have it ſo. Witneſs what be performed in the 
« laſt war with Savoy, where, in a ſhort time, he gave proof of very, 
&« quick diſpatch and diligence, by being ſooner in i the field than he was ex- 
«. peed,” Vies des hommes illuſtres, art, M. kalen tom, I. p. 227, 228. 
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ta his: mojeſty for this laſt inſtance of his baunty, to 
give all my cares to the artillery. I viſited the arſenal, 
where every thing ſeenied to me in ſuch a miſerable 
condition, that E-refolved to take up my reſidence there, 
that I might apply: myſelt wholly towards its re- eſta- 
bliſhment, although this caſtle was then yy Ill _ 
and deffitute of every convenient. | 
Fux afairs of the: artillery were Rill works: 1 his . 
gan E a reform of the officers of this body, who not 
having the ſlighteſt notion of their trade, were, in fact, 
onby * ſervants of the officers of the court of juſtice. 
I-caſbiered: about five hundred of them at one ftroke. 
Lconferred next with the commiſſaries for ſaltpetre, and 
agreeil with them with for a conſiderable; proviſion of 
powder, which I ſhewed to the king. Þ treated hkewife 
with the maſters of great iron-works, for iron to make 
carriages: and bombs; with foreign merchants for the 
metal; and with cartwrights -and carpenters, for the 
wood-work neceſſary for the deſigns I had formed. His 
majeſty came to viſit his arſenal himſelf, fifteen days 
hers was ſettled there; and theſe viſits became after- 
warde one of his chief amufements: he took pleaſure in 
. feeing all the preparations that were making there, and 
* u ure urge, dre at © em ger A to 
Sn Eres 395 5 8 
nAr diligence indeed ds 10 More then abceffary 
in the preſent poſture of affairs in Savoy, the detail of 
which, and that of the war they produced, will make 
up the ſubject of theſe Memoirs for all the following 
ar. It was at the end of this, that the duke of Savoy 

ft his own dominions fo come into France with thoſe 
intentions I have already mentioned, but they were too 
— known to produce the effects he had promiſed him- 
If from Wi artifices. "The reſlections which the paſt 
pe of this prince, , together with that of his agents, 
anda knowledge of his character gave riſe to, were far 
from 5 e to him, There Wa 8 ikewie ſores 


poo Oe. SU LI 1 2 


thing: more poſitivellagainſt him e Ueſuignierer lad 
ent advice 10 hits niajefty;thet the duke aas ſottifpin 
heats and towns e rea care, eſpedially tho 
of 'Breſſe," and furniſhing: them wih aramunition and 
proviſions ? It was known, by means oft the count de 
Cares And the ſieur du Paſſage, that he had ſtrongly 
ſolicited the court: of Madrid, and preſſed the popes to 
Proeure ſecond reference of ithsi affair 3 repreſenting 
to hit*thetit was the intereſt-oÞall Italy nor to ſuffen 
chat His moſt chriſtam majeſtyc ſfaulii poſſeſs HEY 
beyond the Alps. The French reſidenis ab Florence 
ſent advice, that the duk&#s Aare by ooming into 
France, was to cireumvent th ; wo, on his ſide/ 
was perſuaded, that dt was My de Savoy himſolß w- 
Wobld de ttie dupe; nee oy of bins but ofthe king-of 
Spain anch other“ prince of ii for theſe laſti were at 
nd" pairs tb vneAU ted fl the duke off HV 
ambitious“ and reſtleſs ſpirit: -anÞthe king of Spain Hd 
nor forgot the publie complaints/ be made wh 
they gave the Low Coumntrieb and Franche Compiẽ, of 
more valbeithan tlie to Caſeiles and Portugal, as 4 
portion for one of their infantas the other, whom l 
had” mafried, had nothing bat a erutiſix and an image 
of the Virgin" Mary: Maby other indecent ſalkes of the. 
kke hature; followed by Teciproeat complaints; had ab- ö 
ſolutely ruined their former good corteſpꝰndence. 
TIE event ptovech the juſtneſs of thoſe — 
which the letter theking he wed me from Lefdiguieres 
occaſroned; but in Public he ſhewed no reſentment at 
what, he. had, learned. of the duke's, proceedings; he 
even ordorsdime tor ſpare no-:0XPEnce to give him, at 
Eyofs, fuel reception" as 5 dine 16 foreign ſoxe⸗ 
reigns. This prince, I befieve, had no Cauſe to com- 
plain of me upon this account: but meſſieurs the count 


-Joka.* did 7 not a@ in "the ern they, 
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* e ing to F. Matilſieu, vol. II. 
ii. p. 332. that the canons of Tas refu ed the duke of 'Savoy the 05 
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— 4 was deſitous of ſhew ing him the new — : 


this zeply-had- a, ule: diſe 


ir 
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denied hath honours. which, the dukes. off S av LY | 
elainied-in;the aſſembly of canons as counts of. Villars, 
tas at. Fontaipebleauandf at., Paris where the ſhaw! 


was moſt; magnificent. Phe duke of Savoy, ORE tis, 


Part, appeared with ſplendor ſuitable: to his rank. 
TuRRE days after his arrival at Paris, the kings 


in the” arſenal, ſent me notice that he would come. 
ſup there with the duke and chief lords and lagies 
court The duke. of Savoy came ſo long before, that 
eould not impute-ſuch extraordinary haſte to meer 


accident. He deſired to ſee the magazines; which 


was not what I wanted; I. Was aſhamed of the poverty 
of i the old magaaines, and therefore; carried, him into 
theme. wotk-houſęs. : Twenty Sabel gaſt, and 
as many moe in a readineſs for it, forty; completely 
mountell;.;and ſe veral: other works which he qu w carry- 
ing on with.greatdiligance, ſurpriſed him ſo much, that 
he could not help aſk ing me What. I meant by all theſe. 
preparations? Sir, replied I, ſmiling, to take Montmer 
lian. eee ANY inglications that 
erted him, aſked, with, An. 
Us of gaiety and freedom, if Lhad SYRT, been there; 
a d upon my; anſwening him in the negative, Trulh, 
% IIthought ſo, ſaid be, or you would not 5 lked; 
« of taking -it, = Montmelian is, impregnable.. I an- 
ſweted/ in the lame tone, that L would not 10 him to 
Tn the king to make the attempt, becz ſa, was very, 


an eee PIT Off £9! wad? tl cle I ni nde; nn certain 


: of n canon n in this? cathedra, which whey had yrantef to the 


former duke hie father; and that far a ee penny itlie houſe of 


Say wing ſi ade Villars. 
This — ade in ee Ne ve ments to welduke 


mo 
at the dan of i the coy and ad ners t in the c re N 


| the canons, 18 64 3 8A 1 1168 7 3 


1s rn | 
t Notwithſtanding this, magnificent, reception \the,duke. f Savo , . 

the the firſt conference he had with Hehry I v combi ble wo, 25 

nt not likely to obtain bis demand. I have delivered wo meſſage, ſaid 


66 ehe, and may now whenever 1 vill.“ Matthieu fur le Voyage « 4 


2 En 
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to 


certain chat Neil would, in ace cle; 10 loſe the 


* Fad 


title of impregnable. PIES: 

THESE words gave oe! Er IR amal 2 
very ſerious turn. The duke of Savoy taking occaſion 
to mention the affairs which brought him intg France, 
had already, 1 in a polite manner, begun to make me ſen- 
ſible that he knew I was not in his intereſt, when woe 


were interrupted by the arrival of his majeſty : and af- 


terwards nothing was thought of but pleaſure!" "Hows 
ever, the ſame night commiſſioners were named for ex- 
amining the occaſion of the conteſt: the conſtable; the 
chancellor, marechal Biron, Meiſſe, Villeroi, and t my- 
ſelf, were appointed for the king; and for the duke of 
Savoy. Belly his chancellor, the marquis de Lullin, the 
ſieurs de Jacob, the count de e the chevalier de 
Bretons, and des Ally mes. itte e 1A den ee 
© Txx duke of Savoy bad already brought over the 

eater part of our commiſſioners'to/ his -intereſts* he 
gained them completely at laſt, by the liberal phi which 
he beſtowed both on them and the Whole court“ at the 
new year. But I was the perſon that gave hirn moſt 
trouble; for every time, hen the queſtion was debated 


among the commiſſioners, I conſtantly beld firm to this 


determination, either that à reſtitution ſhould be made 
to his majeſty of the marquiſate of Saluces, or that 
Breſſe, and woke the border” of the Rhone TRE Genera 


ons 
DRE 


The duke ſent the king two large baſons and two oryftal a 26 
new-year's- gift. © In return of which, the king gave the duke'a 90s 
ce of diamonds, where, among others, was one with bis m pie- 
« ture: it was a very fine piece, and the duke had a great maeky's for 15 2 
« he made preſents to all who came to eompliment him ; Chronologie 
Septen. ann. 1 6c. It was ſaid that he had gained over the dutcheſs of 
Beaufort to his intereſt. So that if this lady had not died; it is probable 
the reftitution of Saluces might have been diſpenſed with. The duke of 
Savoy playing at primero with Heniy, on a bet of 4000 piſtoles, the king 
neglected his play, ſuppoſing that he had already won the game : but the 
duke, who had it in his own hand,” contented himſelf with ſhewing the 


cards to the dukes of Guiſe and D*Avubigne, who were preſent, and 


then ſhuffled them together. It is D'Aubigne that relates this circuin- 
ane of the duke's . or N . ens by 
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to: a; Lyons, mould be given, him in. exchange... But far 
the apparent incivility of ſuch a proceedings, NN 


have ſolicited my excluſion. from their meetings: there- 
they had again retourſe to am attempt to gain me, 


| which they. reſolved ta do at any price whatſoever. 


Ox. the 5th. of January, Des Allymes + came: to 
make me the uſual compliments, in the name of his 


highneſs : . he intreated me, with great politeneis, to at- 


teng;to his maſter's, reaſons; that 1 is, in plain terms, to 


; approve; of. them, for at the ſame time that he made me 


this requeſt, he preſented me with his highneſs's piQure, 


in a box enriched with: diamonds of fifteen or twenty 


thouſand. crowns value. Toi aſſiſt me in making a com- 


poſition, withmy; conſcience,, he told; me, that this pic- 


ture game from a daughter of France; and while he 


perceived me buſy in admiring the brilliante, added, 


that this was given me by a prince whoſe attachment to 
king was equal. to his, friendſhip for me. Iſtill kept 
the picture in my band, and aſked Des Allymes what 
were. the propoſals. he: bad to make me? He, who 
ht the deciſive moment was now come, immedi- 


ately difplayed, his, whale flock of eloquence 3 and, for 
want of good, reaſons, endeavoured to prove the advan - 


tage that was to be gained hy the pretended rupture of | 
his maſter. with, Spain, who offered to aſſiſt the king in 
conquering Naples, Milan, and the empire itſelf. All 
this coſt him nothing; and to hear him, one would have 
thought that he had been able to diſpoſe abſolutely of 
theſe dominions; ſor Which he added, that he did: not 
doubt but the king \ would Mei ines . to the duke 4 
paltry mar quiſate, $3725. $4; 
I covrD:tk — no longer. 1 told Des Ak 
mes, that if the king demanded the marquifate of Sa- 
haces: to be reſtored to him, fit was not on account of its 
value, ſince that Was . ee but * could 
$741 1555 r ft n but by | 4 FEC nat 
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Ut a Urne chen the duke of Savoy, having received the | 


” abſolute reſtitution of Saluces, E would riot 1 


from the picture, when Des Allymes telling me, "that 


oF Art | that remained” now to be done ae to ex ji 


Wes concealed. ae this 1 gs be f next 


not in-Honour ſulffer the crown to- eiche nber 'of 
tie” of its ancient domains, and Which had been uſurped 


mos obligations from'Hen HI. 40 his returt Tro 
Poland, , oght in gratitutle to have Abſtained from” Tt. 
Thanked the deputy för his -obliging exprefſions in my 
favour.z and, to pay his compliments with, others, af- | 
ſured him, that” whert the duke of Savoy had made an 


my intereſt w ith: his, maj eſty, to engage Hirn. te proc 
thoſe opulent Kingde ms for The duke which* he Had. of- 
fered to the kin and which would be em uch more con- 
W for hin nber hg wee. Sayi is "this, L opeti- 
ed the box, and after praiſing the weft ine nig arid the 
materials, 1 told Des All ymes, that the 7 value of 


with, 8 gy in fu A ans of a $119 
obliging. Accordingly 1 ſeparated the box arid” Sr 


it did not belong to him to make any alterations in His 
maſter” 8 s preſents, I intreated him to take back all-toge- 
ther. An id he left me in deſpair i of ever. being able- to 
engage me. in his maſter? s intereſt, and . appeare red "Put 
little ſatisfied 9 ith. behaviour. . . 
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me. from their meetings. po n.his x ma jeſty s refuſing 
to gratify them in this Fall,” the:duke oke Savoy SF 
it in bis head to ee that the a IS *of Cota | 
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„ N Kon de Calatagirone, general of the Cordeliers, and 
the pope's nuncio. 
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houſe,. becauſe he could conveniently make his party 
when be went from thence, after he had ſeen the, con- 
| Tos ce begun; but before he left us, he exhorted all 
the-commiſſioners to have a ſtrict regard to poly H an 
w ie be in h, Take care of every 
“ thin id he, and not er t em to 5 
1 en e laid he, hem iwpele pop 


Ur by the king 8. er- 1 found, that inſtead „ g 


$$ ©. £ 


fent berry ſince e parry be done while wa was 
reſent. I inſtantly comprehended the cauſe of this be- 
der; and bow ing profoundly low, withdrew, 1 in- 
tending to go and give the king an 'account of what had 
paſſed. I met him in the gallery, where he had ſtopped 
to f ak to Bellengreville : he aſked me with ſome ſur- 
pri Cy if all was over already? and upon my acquaint- 
hi with the truth of the matter, he fell into a great 
4 and ordered me to return to the commiſſioners 
and tell them, that if there was any perſon. among! 
them to whom my, preſence was diſpleaſing, it was his 
buſineſs to withdraw, not mine. 1 diſturbed a little the 
Joy of the aſſembly, by repeating this new order of the 
King's. The meaſures they took were, to waſte the 
Hours - in ſeeking for expedientz, till dinner-time ap- 
roached; and then they deferred entering upon the 
1 till the afternoon. But notwithſtanding "all 
eir endeavours with his majeſty, I continued ail in 
the number of the 'commiſſ 10ners, and the n nuncio was 


obliged to vanquiſh his reluctance. 
. Buzroxs 
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— TRY Roncas: turned themſelves on every 
ſide, to avoid yielding to. a reſtitution of the marqui- 
fate z they>offered:toi:do homage for it top hid: majeſty, 
undbiiftlthat-wäs not ſufpcient, to hold Breſſe upon / the 
ume cotulitions:· Preaſily rendered all: theſe prapoſals 
meffectunl, and got it. unanimoully declared too give 
the duke of Savoyſthis alternative, either to reſign Sa- 
luces tothe king, or; in its place, the county of Breſſe 
as far:as the river of Dain, the vicarſhip of Barcelonette, 
the valley of Sture, that of Perouſe; ande Pignerol ;; in 
wuhich caſe, all the: tons andi fortreſſes taken; on both 
0 ſidecb were to he reſtared “. res ard 2264 I 29 0 zii 
i Tn x: dukeiof - Savoy expected a quite different. con- 
duct from the commiſſioners; but the truth is; they 
durſt not openly oppoſe a determibation- which they 
knew to be the king's: all+the-reſource: they bad left 
vas; to jom with the courtiers in ſupporting the ĩntereſt 
of / the duke of Savoy and were continually;'repreſent- 
ing to the king, that he ouzht not to act too rigorouſly 
. witty: -a prince; whoſe alliance he might purchaſe at a 
very inconſidetable price, and would be much more ad- 
vantageous than a fief of no value, and which would be 
very difficult to preſerve. The alternative they offered 
the duke of Savoy afſorqed them a pretence for-granting 
him ſix months io ο e to a reſolutiqnd bed ſireii 
eighteen ; and I maintained,:there was no megnfſtty for 
any delay. L ent i his majeſty to.acquiiat-bith-with 
this feſolutiop,; which was\taken in ſpite ob me, and r- 
-pteſented to him the great inconveniency of giving the 
duke of Savoy ſo long a time to renew his correſpon- 


. denbeg, and to pfepatf For vrt Henry, ae 


1 day Geoid 213 orphans. 9112 146.03. FY Howaeew one: bf the 
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0 eat 170 by that means ou 5 6 0 bn his part 61 me? articles. 
Abe hs rejected by the king. Ser the + of the ne- 


ration,” and of the duke's refidence. at Paris, ! in M. De Thou, and 
Septennaite, an. 1599, 1600. e ; 
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| 'f  thediſcourſeof the courtiers on the neceſlit ty ofgratiting 
ö 


if -augelay to the duke of Savoy, daſked me how t was poſ- 
i hos ves do otherwiſe > granting theovduke of Sa- 
i voy7Yaidt1; ah lhonoucable-efoortcof i fternſthtiuſand 
2 to i thouſand: thorſe,! and twenty: icannon;:ito 
i conduct him to \Montmelian, or) @hatrethbr:plat> he 
2 ſhall ahuſe to go tozi;andÞtherebblige him to explain 
* e the alternative that has: been propoſed 
Ee to him??? The. king did not approve of my aduiee, 
this word fh given co ithe contrary : Lwas truly griev- 
bat it for] haverbeenialwaysinmly: perſwalledz that, 
but for compliance, his majeſtyiniighÞhaveaavoidedia 
-war, and have received completes Jatisfaſtibn. II I 
would obtain was, that three months ſhbuldtdbe taken 
| fromthe fix'that hadi been agreed upon. 
Tux duke of Savoy, fiiding — his majeſty,” who 
a weary of the rontinuab ſolicitations 'thatwere made 
mim on this ſabje c wouldins longer arnifret.otherwiſe 
than an theſe feu. words; Tum reſdlbed dor hv my imar- 
5 wjate, ſet out a little time aſter for Chamberry a where, 
| therexpiration of the time.preſeribed; „Hhich was in 
the month of June, he employed himſelf in ppeparati- 
ons for his defence. He would have had no occaſion for 
them, if the plot of a woman, named Nicole Mignon, 
mad ſuceseded. i She had unddertakento pbiſon theiking +, 
wand thought to have engaged the chunt off Soiſſons, Who, 
ton all ioccaſſons made nown-hig diſcontent, in her de- 
| dw rom pm eee 
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diſcovered her 1 n ediately : ſhe confeſled her crime, and. 


was ,, em 20 0) Lyman 
 NoTHiNnGs remarkable happened during theſe three 
months, except the diſpute between meſſieurs Du-Perron 


and Du-Pleſſis. Towards the latter end of the laſt 


year, appeared a book + of Du-Pleſſis upon the 


t This book is intitled, Iaſtructions de Ia fainte euchariffie, aud üttacks 


the maſs by pretended arguments drawn from the fathers. As ſoot as it 
appeared in public, many catholic di vines exclaimed againſt the falſhood 
of a great number of the quotations it contained. This obliged Du Pleſſis 
to offer a kind of challenge, which thoſe doctors prevailed upon the biſhop 
of Evreux to accept. After ſeveral letters and ſteps taken on both ſides to 
ſettle the method in which they were to proceed, and in which it appears 
that Du- Pleſſis repented more than once of having gone ſo far; the King 
determined that there ſhould be a public diſpute between the two antago- 
niſts, wherein fifty of theſe paſſages were to be made good evo day; tiff 
all the five hundred and fifty were gone through, which M. Du-Perron 
bad excepted againſt. They met in the council-chamber at Fontainebleau, 
in the preſence of the king and commiſſaries appointed by him: thoſe- 
for the catholics were the prefdent De Thou, the advocate Pithou, and 


the fieur Marten, reader and phyfician to his majeſty; for the calviniſts, 


Freſne-Canaye, and Caſaubon. They met on Thurſday the 4th of May, 
at one o'clock-in the forenoon. Of ſixty- one paſſages which Du - Perron 
ſent to his antagoniſts, the latter was only prepared on nineteen of them, 

which he had ſelected from all the reſt: as to theſe; ſaid he to the king, 
I will loſe my reputation or life, if one of them be found falſe. Hows: 
ever, he was convicted of an unfair repreſentation in all thoſe that were 


examined: and they could only go through nine of them: the chancel- 


lor then declared the opinions of all prefent, upon theſe nine articles ſeve- 
rally, that in the firſt, which was from Scotus, and the ſecond from Du- 


randus, Du-Pleſſis had taken the objection for the anſwer; in the third 


and fourth from St. Chry ſoſtom, and the fifth from Jerom, that he had 
omitted ſome of the moſt material words; in the fixth, that it was, no» 
where to be found in St. Cyril; on the ſeventh, which was taken from: 
the Code, that it was indeed from Crinitus, hut that Crinitus had falſi - 


fied the text: as to the eighth, which igeluded two propoſitions from St. 


Bernard, that Du -Pleſſis ought to have ſeparated them, or af leaſt to have 
put an &c. between: with regard to the ninth from Theodoret, that it, 
was mutilated, and that the word idols was taken for images. This was 
the only conference that was held. Du-Pleſſis Mornay, being ſeized with 
an indiſpoſition next day, went to Saumur ſome days after, without taking 
leave of the king. Freſne-Canaye one of the commiſſioners, and Saint 
Marie da Mont, another eminent proteſtant, were ſoon after this diſpute, 


in which Henry himſelf ſometimes ſpoke, converted to the:catholic-faiths: — 


Du- Pleſſis pretended to prove, by the authority of St; Cyril, that it way 
not a cuſtom among the primitive chriſtians to adore the croſs, and yet he 
Vol. III. | | 3: t ors Ln Oe alledted 
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euchariſt, which was looked upon by the proteſtant 
party, to be a maſter- piece, and which I ſent immedi- 
ately to the biſhop of Evreux, who was at his dioceſe : 
the difference of religion had never been able to deſtroy 
that friendſhip and gratitude which this prelate had 
always for me, nor that affection and reverence, which 
I bad ever preſerved for his merit, his abilities, and 
even for his quality of being my biſhop : the letters we 
wrote to each other were always in this ſtrain. I was 
greatly ſurpriſed to read in that he wrote to me on ac- 
count of the book I had ſent him, that the errors and 
| falſhoods | it contained were ſo numerous, and followed 
one another ſo cloſe, that the whole book was juſtly 
cenſurable. Not that I would accuſe monſieur Du- 
Pleſſis of inſincerity, added the biſhop of Evreux, 
with equal moderation in his adverſary's regard as 
politeneſs in mine, but I am ſorry for his misfortune 
*in having given credit to the confuſed collections 
e of compilers, who have greatly deceived him.” 


The remainder of his letter contained only compli- 


ments upon my late preferment to the poſt of grand 
maſter of the ordnance, and aſſurances of the pleaſure 


it t would give ing &© to ſee Fe he ſaid, who com- 
6 manded 


alledged. the n which han emperor Julian throws on them upon this 
very account. © It is not very likely,” returned the king, © that Julian the 
cc apoſtate would have reproached the chriſtians for adoring the croſs, if 
dc they had not actually done ſo; otherwiſe he would have expoſed him- 
” 1 far to be laughed at. It was the king likewiſe who ſaid, that at leaſt 
an &c, ought to have been put in the paſſage from St. Bernard: a 
* A'catholic having obſerved to a calvinift, that Du: Perron bad already 
gained ſeveral paſſages of Du-Pleſſis, No matter, anſwered the proteſtant, 
provided that of Saumur be till left to him. Matthieu, ibid, This 
fact, which is told in the ſame manner in ſeveral polemical treatiſes, 
Is generally atteſted by all our good hiſtorians, and even thoſe who treat 
the 'proteſtants moſt favourably. M. De Thou, liv. exxiii. p. 843, 
Who was himſelf one of the commiſſaries. Matthieu, ibid. Chron, 
Sept. i 123, &c. Suppl. au Journal d'Henry IV. tom. II. p. 51, &c. 
Vol: $778, de la Bibliot. du Roi, Le Grain, and ſeveral others, who 
Dive us a relation of the whole diſpute; ſo conſequently no credit is 
to be given to the manner in WW it is related in La Vie de Du- 
Pleſſis, liv, ii. p · 269. | | 


the euchariſt had been preceded by a treatiſe upon the 


| ſhop of Evreux in my anſwer; ' but at the ſame time! | | 


book was, as he ſaid, a feries of errors. I told Du- Per- 


| expected only a private not a public diſpute: I would 


biſhop of Evreux. Every one knows how the diſpute 
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ee manded the cannons of France, 8 the « canons of 
ce the church 

I NEVER had fo good an opinion of Du Pleſis as the 
* of the party had, Who were all prejudiced in his 
ſavour; and I would not have choſen to have been ſecu- 
rity for the exactneſs of thoſe large volumes, which he Þ 
ſent into the world in fo quick a ſucceſſion, for that on 1 


church. To write well, and upon theſe ſubjects eſpe- 
cially, long reflection is neceſſary. This 1 told the bi- 


obſerved to him, that I could not believe Du- Pleſſis's 


ron at the ſame time, that this would be the ſubject of a 
great diſpute: between them, for Du- Pleſſis would not 
ſuffer his accuſations to paſs unanſwered; this was all the 
ſerious part of my letter, the reſt of it was filled with 
compliment, praiſes, and an invitation to viſit my new 
dwellings which do not deſerve to be repeated þ. 
War I had: foreſeen happened. However, I had 


have interpoſed the king's authority to have hindered 
the two champions from proceeding ſo far, but Du-Pleſſis 
was the moſt difficult t to be perſuaded, and perſiſted in 
his reſolution to meaſure his weapons with thoſe of the 


was terminated. Du- Pleſſis's defence was weak, and 
ended in his diſgrace. The king, who would honour ' 
this challenge with his preſence, gave a thouſand praiſes 
to the wit and learning of monſieur d'Evreux. © What 
«. do you think of your pope,” ſaid Henry to me, du- 
ring the debate Oi nd rat was Ain "RON proteſtants 
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+ Yee thoſe letters i in tha fo OBEY tom. u. act I. 5. Map | | 

t Sir, ſaid Du-Pleſſis to M. de Roſny, my book is my own WR. 
which I will defend, and I intreat you would ſuffer me to do ſo: don't 
you meddle with it, for you have at reared it. Matthieu, tom. II. 
liv, ii. BY * | 


a8 M E M OIL RS Book XI. 
what the pope is amongſt the catholics) “ I think, ſire, 
replied I, © that he is more a pope than your majeſty 
4 Imagines ; for, at this moment, he gives the cardinal's 

«© hat to monſieur d Exreux. If our religion has not a 
« better foundation than his legs and arms e, 1 

6c would quit it this inſtant . | 

IT was upon this occaſion, that histuajeini; in a let⸗ : 
ter to the duke of Epernon, told him, that the dioceſe 
of Evreux had vanquiſhed that of Saumur; that. this is 
one of the greateſt advantages, which for a long time 
had been obtained for the church of God; and that ſuck 
a proceeding would draw more proteſtants to the true 
church than a courſe of violence fon fifty years. This 
letter, the turn of which was no leſs ſingular than the. 
choice Henry made of the duke of Epernon to addreſs 
it to, made as much noiſe as the diſpute itſelf, when it 
became p public, which could not fail of happening when 

it was in ſach hands. Some ſaid that the king wrote 
it to deſtroy the ſuſpicions of his not being a ſincere ca - 
tholic, which, notwithſtanding his converſion, prevailed 
during his whole life, and gave room to the Jeſuits to 
mention him diſadvantageouſly in their letters to Rome: 
others imagined that this letter had a meaning which 
was not at firſt perceived, and maintained, that the 
king had a view in it to perſuade either Spain or the 
proteſtants, that all efforts to induce the council of 
France to take violent and . methods: walk 
them would. be uſeleſs. „ 

Tux three months that had been. giranto the! duke: of 5 
Savoy were now expired, yet he had taken no care to 
ſatisfy his engagement. His majeſty began to think he 
ſhould. obtain nothing but by force; but, beſides the 
perſuaſions of his courtiers, Who all ſeemed to have 

ſold their voices to the duke of Savoy, this prince was 
then retarded by an obſtacle far more powerful, his 
fondneſs for his new miſtreſs, to whom he had given 
the title of - marchioneſs of Verneuil. He was no 
; | longer 
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longer able to think of a ſeparation and (it is with ſome 
confuſion that IL mention it) after I had, by repeated 
importunities, prevailed upon him to take the rout to 
Lyons, he. deliberated whether he ſhould not carry 
her with him, to which he was farther incited by the 
flatterers about him f. She was now with child; and, 
having the promiſe of marriage in her poſſeſſion, the 
affair became of great conſequence to Henry. Pro- 
vidence once more: interpoſed in his favour. Madame 
de Verneuil was ſo frightened by the thunder during 
a ſtorm, that ſhe was delivered of a dead child. The 
king was informed of this accident at Moulins, whither 
he had advanced, and from whence he ſent many a 
melancholy look to the place where he had left his miſ- 
treſs'; but, reſtored to ' himſelf by his own refleQions; 
he continued his rout to e 1 his Oe. hal 
orders to join hin. | 

Ir EMoxp to follow, as fooh us 1 bad ſettled al 
affairs relating to the government, and taken proper 
meaſures to fecure the neceſſary ſupplies for the war, 
which I did not delay till the moment of execution. I 
had written to the receivers. general, that, according to 
the king's order, they were no longer to pay any bills 
drawn upon them, except thoſe which were for the ſup- 
port of the frontier garriſons and the payment of the 
troops, becauſe all others would be immediately diſ- 
charged at the treaſury, ' to which I ordered all their 
money to be carried directly. I Bkewiſe forbad thoſe 
that paid rents, to diſcharge any bills without a new or- 
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1 der, to keep them from pay! i ay they were accuſtorn- 

5 ed, ſuch notes as had been revoked or created without : 
8 5 r N 'F kalten ne 15 which 1 choſe rather to 4 
G ANTI oO FA incorporate 1 


11s 50 $he c: came at meet in at St. Andre de th Coſte. Baſſompierre, who 
wy with Henry, ſays, that the lovers quarrell at their firſt meeting, but 

on recbnciled : after which, this printt Carried his miſtre os 6. 
no. Grenoble, where he continued with her ſein or eight days; and after» 
er wards to — tom. I. 86, &c. 
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Incorporate in the old corps, than to compoſe new regi- 
ments of. I applied myſelf more particularly to the af- 
fairs of the ordnance. I ſent orders to the lieutenants 
of the ordnance of Lyonnois and Dauphine, and to the 
commiſſioners of that of Burgundy, Provence, and 
Languedoc, to collect all their beſt pieces, and to make 
a great number of carriages for cannon and balls in pro- 
portion, and ſend them all with the powder and other 
ammunition to Lyons and Grenoble: and fearing, leſt 
my orders ſhould not be punctually executed, I went 
myſelf to Lyons, and returned in three days. 1 
Io Avr the like orders in all the other provinces, 
and brought carriers to Paris, whom I obliged to enter 
into an engagement before a notary, to carry in fifteen 
days, three millions three hundred thouſand weight to 
Lyons, without explaining to them what kind of mer- 
chandiſe it was. They were greatly aſtoniſhed when 
they found their loading was twenty cannon, ſix thouſand | 
balls, and other things belonging to the ordnance not 
very portable. They alledged, that ſuch heavy pieces 
could not be comprehended in goods of carriage; but 
having threatened to ſeize their carts and horſes, and 
they not being willing to loſe the expences they had been 
already at, reſolved to do what was required of them: 
and I had the ſatisfaction to ſee all this luggage arrive 
ſafely in ſixteen days at Lyons; whereas, by the ordi- 
nary methods, it could not be done in leſs than two or 
three months, and at an infinite expence. _ 

IT was always doubted whether the king: would Gs 
nouſiy renew the war, till his majeſty was ſeen to take 
his rout to the Alps. The chancellor Bellievre, who 
had perſiſted in his, endeavours to diſſuade him from it, 
finding my advice prevailed, came to me with an in- 
tention to make me approve, if poſſible, of the reaſons 
he had againſt it. I did not regard him as one of thoſe 
perſons, with whom ta enter into an explanation would 
have been uſeleſs. His — apf ared in the 8 
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which was engaged to maintain a work ſo ſolid as that 
of the peace of Vervins: the reproach of the infrac- 
tion of that peace to which he expoſed himſelf: the 


vided with artillery indeed, but conſiſting only of ſix or 


be likewiſe confeſſed, that generoſity and mildneſs, two 
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ner in which he ſpoke to me, and the reflections with - Þþ 
which his mind ſeemed to me to be agitated; the con- 

dition France was in, for which a war of any kind 
whatever could not but be fatal: the king's honour, 


fear of bringing all the duke of Savoy's allies upon 
him, to oppoſe whom he had an army ſufficiently pro- 


ſeven thouſand foot, and twelve or fifteen hundred horſe, 
and (for ſo Bellievre imagined). deſtitute. of all neceſ- 
ſary proviſions. ' This was the ſum of the chancellor's 
objections. 
I vo not think that, in any paſſage of theſe Memon 
or in the conduct of my whole life, eſpecially ſince I 
have been called to the government of public affairs, 
there is any thing that can lay me under the neceſſity of 
juſtifying myſelf with regard to too great a propenſity 
for war. Should it appear to any one that, on this oc- 
caſion, I acted in contradiction to my own maxims, I 
anſwer, that, i in reality, no. maxim, however general i it 
may be, can ſuit all caſes; and ſuppoſing war to be (as 
I really believe it is) an evil at all times, it is alſo cer- 
tain that it is often a neceſſary and even an indiſpenſable 
evil, when by that only thoſe claims can be. ſupported, 
Which it would-be » bulaneti is renounce; fince it muſt 
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qualities abſolutely neceſſary .in ſovereigns, yet when 
employed againſt the common rules of prudence, dege- 
nerate into weakneſs, and are. looked upon as iiber 
of bad conduct. _ 

To this general reply I added the particular. 8 
for the preſent war. I ſhewed the chancellor, that he 
ſuffered himſelf to be unſeaſonably alarmed: the king 
of Spain was the only formidable ally, whom it might 
be apprehended”, would join the duke of e ; but 
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it was to be conſidered, that the reigning king of Spain 
was a young man, without experience or abilities for 
war, ſufficiently employed in reducing his own ſub- 
jets, and wholly guided by a miniſter as little inclined 
to war as himſelf, by the natural turn of his difpoſi- 
tion, and a defire of keeping in his own hands the 
money which muſt be conſumed by a war; and laſtly, 
that he bore no good-will to the duke of Savoy, and 
| was convinced, as well as all Europe, that the king de- 
manded only a reftitution of what belonged to him: 
that this war would appear a mere difference between 

the king and the duke of Savoy, or rather an effe& of 
the intoxication of the latter, occaſioned by an ill- 
grounded preſumption, and the intrigues carried on in 
His favour in the council of France: and this pre-fup- 
poſed, the ſucceſs of the war depended upon its being 

urſved with expedition. I maintained to the chancel- 
or, that, with four thouſand men this year, the king 
would gain greater advantages, than with thirty thou- 
ſand the next, but I did not negle& to prove to him, 
that his majeſty was not fo unprovided as he imagined, 
at leaſt, that he ſhould not want for two things, which, 
in the offices I held it depended upon me to furnifh him 
with, that is money and artillery. BelliEvre was fo far 
from being convinced by my arguments, that he left me 
with chagrin: the event will ſhew who had the beſt 
reaſons on his ſide. 

Tux duke of ey ahn that, contrary to 5 
expeRation, a French * army was ready to fall upon 
him, had recourſe to his uſual artifices, to prevent, 
at leaſt, any act of hoſtility before the winter was 
begun. He ſent deputy after deputy to his majeſty 


at 1 18 ſometimes he . _— to pertorm 
5 | 8 
ny He was aL; it is faid, by certain idle pectiRione of old 


gers, who tzave out that, in the month of Auguſt, there would be no king 
in France: a thing that proved very true, ſays Perefixe, for at that time he 


was victorious in _ heart of Savoy, 
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the a e ts, ſofmmetimes hy elutledd wan; vy pet 
cious reaſons, and at other times, he propoſed ad- 


Mo apt projects for his 'thajefly, and continued to 
fe upon this pritce fo completely, that Henty 
relieving he ſhould be under no neceſfity to go far tar- 
ther than” Lyons, ſtaid thete thuch longer” thin he 
ought to Have done. White I continued with Henry 
in this city, 1 guarded kim againſt tHe fubtilties of 
the duke of Savoy; but, as ſoo! as 1 left 'bim to re. 
turn to Paris, to haſten, as 1 have Taid, tlie preparati- 
ons for war, the king was ſo effectuaſty deceived: by 
the duke's pretended ſincerity, that he wrote to fie to 
fuſpend ty cares, for Kere W was ſettle in a ami: 
cable matmer. W rern exc} 
Tix! effe&, the aks of Fes had” agreed to all that 
was demanded of him, but this was a mere verbal 
greement, and propoſed that hoftages ſhould be g 
on” each fide; a very proper management to delay the 
performance of his word, by the time that was neceſ- 
firilfy taken up in naming thoſe hoſtages; and ſending 
them to each other. I wrote to the King very freely 
my opinion of this pretended accommodation, Ire did 
not rute to diſobey his orders, by forwarding the am- 
munition“, and came in perſon to Montargis, from 


ene Iker my baggage up the Loire, intending to 


ride poſt myfelf. Here it was that I received a letter 
from the king, which contained only thefe few words, 
&« You have” gueſſed truly: the duke of Savoy has 
cc geceĩved us; come to me as ſoon as poſſihle, 110 ne- 
6. glect nothing that may be neceſſary” to make him 
es fenſible of his perfidy “. 

I was informed more particularly of all that had 
rſs, by 8. a letter wen Ns.) oo 'T he king had ſent 


. Matthieu, 3 in the account which he gives of this na into 
Savoy, beſtows, in ſeveral places, high encomiums on the duke of Sully, 
add in 4 great meaſure aſcribes to him the honours of that 
Tom, II. liv, ii. p. 352 361, 365, &c. 
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Gans Roncas, ne Eee 15 had ns ſo lle atis ; 
faction in the explanation he demanded of. him, that, 
reſolving to,preſs him in ſuch a manner as to leave him, 


no ſubterfuge to have recourſe to, the Savoyard deputy 


at lengt h, betrayed. himſelf by his equivocations, which 
threw, the king into ſo great a rage, that he would hear 
no more, and; inſtantly took his rout towards Cham- 

rry; and it was from, this place that the above- 
mentioned billet was dated. His majeſty imagined that 
this city would ſurrender at his approach, and that he 


ſhould not be at the trouble of inveſting | it; es in thi 


he. was, miſtaken. 1 > 12 70 
TE "HIS, interval was employed by. the [Hoy in F 
his marriage with the princeſs Mary of Medicis; ing 

this negotiation, which was highly pleaſing to the pope; 
was of ſervice to the king, in hindering his holineſs, from 
taking any part in tlie affairs of Savoy. P) Alincourt, 
whom his majeſty had ſent to Rome on this accaſion, 


obtained all that he demanded : the marriage was con- 


cluded on, and nothing now remained but to ſend ſome 


per ſon to Florence, to ſolemnize it by proxy. Belle- 
garde earneſtly ſolicited for this honoun ; ; but all he 
could obtain was to be the bearer of the procuration, 
which was given to the duke of Florence. 

Wix x this ceremony was performing i in Florence: t. 
Henry thought it neceſſary io appear wholly taken. up 
with balls, plays, and entertainments: however, that 
did not hinder him from laying out no leſs aſſiduouſſy 


the whole plan of the campaign: be ordered Leſ- 
diguieres to take an exact view: 5 the caſtle of 


Montmelian; and upon his report, that with twenty 
pieces of cannon, and twenty thouſand diſcharges, it 
might be taken, he reſolved to attack it. He if 
cauſed that of Bourg- en- Breſſe to be reconnoitred b 

Vienne and men who were with me; and it being 
£147 065 03-2 cnn 8 r een n i206 15 \-/their 
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1 See the whole account of it in — Septenaars a a 1600. 
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their opinion that the place might be carried, it was 
reſolved to endeavour the taking of theſe. two towns by. 
petard and in the ſame night: and in proper time be- 
ſiege the two citadels in form. Marechal Biron, to 


whom his majeſty committed this enterpriſe, gave the 
expedition of Montmelian to Crequys and reſerved that |; 


of Bourg to himſelf. : 

Tux king had, without 1 it, pitched upon 
him, amongſt all his general officers, who was the leaſt 
likely to give ſucceſs to the enterpriſe. Biron was at 
that time deeply engaged with the duke of Savoy. 

15 thought that his treaty might have been at leaſt rough- 
drawn or ſketched out by this time. He ſent word to 


Bouvens, the governor of Bourg, to be upon his guard, | 


and informed him of the night and the hour when it. 
was deſigned to ſurpriſe him. All this was afterwards. 
proved. . But what is ſingular enough, this treachery; 
did not hinder the taking of Bourg, and on the ſame 
night that it had been reſolved to attack | Ip . 
Bou vENS communicated the advice he had dect 
to the garriſon and inhabitants of Bourg, exhorted 


them to defend themſelves bravely, kindled great fires, 


doubled, nay, trebled the corps- de- guard, and, i in a 
word, took all poſſible precautions on the night. that he 
expected to be attacked, even to the ſtanding centinel 
himſelf. Every one impatiently expected the hour men- 


tioned in the billet, which in reality was to be that of 


the attack. However, it happened. that marechal Bi- 
ron, who was himſelf at the head of his troops, either 
to give the governor more time, or to render the enterr, 
priſe impoſſible to be executed, or perhaps by mere 
chance, took a road ſo far N that inſtead of mid 
night, it was break of day when he appeared before 
Bourg. He would then have perſuaded his officers to 
defer till another time an attempt which at ſuch an hour 


was very improper. But his opinion was ſo. ſtrongly. 
oppaſed by Saint- Os eee Louſtrapge, Vi- 
enne,, 
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enne, and particularly by Caſtenet, who had under- 
taken to fix the petard in open day, even though the 
baftions ſhould be filled, and likewiſe by Boefle F, to 
whom his majeſty had promiſed the government of it; 
that Biron, fearing left he ſhould incur the imputation 
of cowardice, and believing that the deſign would miſ- 
car 82 was obliged to conſent to it. 

HE affair turned out quite otherwiſe : the garriſon 
and the citizens having been upon the watch till two, 
three, ahd even four o'clock, were of opinion that the 
enterpriſe was blaſted, or that it was merely imaginary ; 
and when day appeared, went to breakfaſt, and to re- 
freſh themfelves with ſleep ; leaving the care of guard- 
ing their walls to ſome centinels, who being oppreſſed 

with fleep, acquitted themſelves very ill of their charge. 
| Caſtenet, with three faithful men whom I had, given 
him, advanced as far as the counterſcarp, with each a 
petard in his hand, followed by twelve men well armed, 
and of tried bravery: the centinel cried, © Who goes 
ce the e?” Caſtenet, whom I had infiratted; anſwer- 
ot; That they were friends of the city, who wgre come 
| cee the governor, that ſome troops had appear- 
ed at the diſtance of two thouſand paces, and were gone 
Back: he added, That he had much more to ſay to 
monſieur Bouven: from the duke of Savoy; and deſired. 
the foldier to go and inform him of it, that the gate might | 
be opened. The centinel quitting his poſt to go to the 
govetrnor's houfe, Caſtenet, without loſs of time, ad- 
vanced. to the gate and fixed his petard, which carried 
off rhe draw-bridge, and made a breach, through which, 
the ditches not being very deep, twelve men, by the 
help of fhort ladders, entered immediately, and after 
them the whole army. All this was executed with ſuch 
rapidity, that the city was filled in a moment with our 
men, and Bouvens had only time enough to retire pre- 
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Tut town of Montmelian * was taken in the ſame 


manner; and Chamberry, by his majeſty's orders, Was 


inveſted : the citizens, full of terror, thought not of 
defending the town, but fortified themſelves in the caſa 


tle, where at firſt they made a ſhew of reſiſtance ; how 
ever, they capitulated the next day, being intimidated 
by a battery of eight pieces of cannon, the fire of which 
they durft not ſtand. By the order his majeſty cauſ- 
ed to be obſerved, there was not the leaſt violence com- 
mitted. The Prench ladies, who followed their huſ- 
bands in this expedition, ſettled at Chamberry; and the 
next day after the reduction of it, my wife gave a balf 
to the principal ladies of the town, where all 9 
as gay as if it had not changed its maſter. 

AfrER this, the king ſent me to Lyons, to give or- 
ders for the furnifhing and con veyance of the ordnance; 
and commanded me to viſit, in this journey, the cita- 
dels of Saint-Catherine, Seiſſel, Pierre-Chatel, P Ecluſe, 
and other fortreſfes of Breſſe, particularly the caſtle of 
Bourg: he ordered me like wiſe to provide a quantity of 
gabions, three feet in height and nine in width; upon 
which I anfwered him, that ſuch gabions were only pro- 
per to make an encloſure for ſheep newly bought up in 
the country. The king, on his fide, in the mean time; 
went to poſſeſs himfelf of Conflans, Miolens, Montiers, 


Saint-Jacome, Saint- John de Morienne, and Saint Mi- 
chael:: not one of theſe places held out againſt the can- 
non. The taking of Miolens reſtored liberty to a man 
who had been detained in the priſons there fifteen years ; 


Feug es brought him to me on account of the ſingula⸗ 
df a prediction that had been made him, upon the 


rity 
duration of his e and the A as, whom he 


des, : thould 
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ſhould. be delivered; winch was found to be exactly 
ted... Fa 

ILIE Lyons, to . the commiſſion his Ma- 
7 had given me. Ireached “ Villars by dinner- time, 
and Bourg in the evening, where I was received and 
treated with great politeneſs by marechal Biron. When 
he found that I came to take a view of the citadel, he 
uſed his utmoſt endeayours to diſſuade gne from it ; re- 
preſenting to me, that I expoſed myſelf to evident dan- 
ger. He was certainly right: the enterpriſe was full of 
hazard; but it was becauſe that this marechal, having 
failed in his attempt to hinder me from executing my 
deſign, had given the enemies (for I cannot think other- 
wiſe) ſuch exact informations, that wherever I preſent- 
ed myſelf I found a battery againſt me. Notwithſtand- 
ing this, I continued there night and day, till I had fi- 
niſhed all my obſervations. _ 

BiIR ON, who probably had expected that I ſhould 
pay dear for my curioſity, finding that I had eſcaped, 
laid other ſnares for me: on the day that I was to leave 
Bourg and return to Lyons, I received advice, that a 
party of the enemy, conſiſting of two hundred men, 
had arrived at a caſtle near the place where I] was to 
lodge, that night. I took notice of it to Biron, who 
then had none of that obliging ſolicitude for my ſafety 
which he. had diſcovered before, and treated the infor- 
mation as a jeſt; which raiſed my ſuſpicions. I aſked 
him for an eſcort of ſoldiers ; which he excuſed him- 
ſelf from granting, telling me, that he would commit 
this care to his own guards: but he privately ordered 
them to return, and leave me at Villars; which. they 
did, notwithſtanding my intreaties to the contrary, as 
ſoon as I alighted at Villars, and my mules were un- 
laded. The deſign of this proceeding appeared now 
ue too a plain. I ordered Dy —_ to be. 6 96d again, 


wy 
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pes waer fen Pros neee, a; nor * ail 1 
came to Vimy, where I thought myſelf in ſafety. My 
fuſpicions that Biron had undertaken to deliver me up 


to the duke of Savoy were changed to a certainty, when 


J learned that three hours after I had left Villars, the 
two hundred men came and ſtormed the houſe I had 
been at, and ſeemed very much concerned that oye had 
miſſed their blow. 

A couRIER from his majeſty waited for me at ie 


ons: his buſineſs was, to get a train of artillery to force 


Conflans, the only one of thoſe little towns which. the, 
king had attacked that made any reſiſtance, and which 
ſurrendered immediately at the approach of the cannon. 


The king, whom I went to viſit at Saint Pierre d'Al- 
| bigny, told me, that he was afraid he ſhould not ac- 


compliſh ſo eaſily his deſigus upon Charbonnieres and 


the caſtle of Montmelian; and ſeemed to make ſome. 


difficulty about undertaking thoſe ſieges at the approach 
of winter. 1 aſſured his majeſty, that inſtead; of five 
months (for ſol long he imagined the ſiege of Montmeli- 


an would laſt) it might be ended in ſo many weeks, pro- 


vided that during that time the works were carried on 
with vigour. The king gave no credit to what J faid 


on this head, and after I had left him, ſaid to my brother. 


and; La-Varenne, that my enemies would take advan- 
tage of my preſumptuous manner of talking. How- 
ever, the attention with which Lhad examined the weak. 


parts of this caſtle, which had apparently eſcaped the, 


obſervation of others, convinced me that I had not ad-, 


vanced any thing lightly. 


TEE next day, the king taking a journey to Ora | 


ble, left the command of the army in his abſence to me. 
During this time, I no longer employed myſelf in oh- 
ſerving Montmelian, under the cannon of which we, 
were, but in forming the plan of the. out-works, and. of 
the diſpoſition of thoſe batteries with which I Gn 
to Fry the fort... I went alter wards to the king at 


| Grenoble, 8 


* 


1 
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Grenoble; who had paſſed his time in deliberation with 
his couneil upon this enterpriſe, which he had forbad 


me abſolutely-to' begin in his abſence. I inſiſted again 


upon the reaſonableneſs of undertaking it; and Again 


found the ſame oppoſition. © I know not whether it was 


through enmity to me, or attachment to the duke of 


Savoy, that the count of Soiffons, the duke D'Epernon, 


La-Guiche, and many others, appeated ſo unreaſon- 
able: amongſt all the counſellors, only meſſieurs de 


Leſdiguieres and de Crequy were of my opinion.  T laid 
the plan 1 had juſt nnd upon tlie table, and went 


out, faying, that while they deliberated whether Mont- 
melian ould be attacked, I would go and put myſelf 
in readineſs to take it; and in the mean time would fall 
upon Charbonnieres, that the example of this fort, for 
the taking of which I demanded orify eight days, might 
Ie them what to expect from Montmelian. 
Accogpive LV, I laid ſiege to Charbonnieres, 

where I fuffered incredible fatigues; the firſt difficulty 
was to bring the cannon to bear on the place; the only 


road that led to it was extremely natrow, bordered on | 


one fide by the river Arc, of which the bank was = 


alon perpendicularly ſteep, and on the other by im 


Prat icable rocks: they could with difficulty travel a 
eague'a day, becaufe they were every moment obliged 
to unharnefs the canton, one of the wheels almoſt al- 
ways running over the ſide of the precipice. We were | 


certain at Feaſt of favourable weather; for in this cli- 


mate it is generally fair during the autumn; however, 


there now fell ſuch violent rains that the road was all 
under water, and the eight days which J had thought 
fufficient for taking the place, had been almoſt wholly 
conſumed” in bringing up the carriages, "This was my 


excuſe in the council againſt the malicious remark which 
the count of 'Soiffons and others did not fail to make 


upon the promife I had given. The king, who that 


moment looked at me attentively, perceiving that my 
face 


ie OF U Wu ar 


face was very red, and all overſpread with pimples, ran 


to me, and unbuttoning my cloaths, examined my neck 
and breaft, crying, Ah! my friend, you are very 
c ill.“ He ſent immediately for Du-Laurens +; who, 
after examining thoſe pimples, ſaid, that by bleeding 
and taking a little care of myſelf they would be re- 
moved. I had, indeed, over-heated myſelf with la- 
bour ; and, when in a violent ſweat, had been wet quite 
through my clothes with the rain, without pefceiving 

I was bled as ſoon as J got to my quarters, which 
were at Semoy: the king had his at Rochette, from 
whenee he ſent Thermes the next day to know how 


] was; and was greatly ſurpriſed to hear that his meſ- 


ſenger had found me on enen viſiting my bat- 
teries. 
 B&FORE 1 0 chem. I was willing to take a 
more exact view of the place, beginning with Aigue- 
belle, for that was the name of the little town at the 
foot of the fort. It ſeemed to me that I was known 
every where, and that there was a general conſpiracy 
againſt me; for as often as I appeared in view, a volley 
was diſcharged upon me. The rock upon which Char- 
bonnieres is ſituated, appearing inacceſſible on all Tides; 
and not to be taken by the cannon, I was greatly af- 


fli ted: however, examining it more narrowly, I thought 


that I had found out a part where what ſeemed on the 
outſide a natural rock, might probably be a place fill- 
ed up with earth covered with green turf. I repreſſed 
the joy this diſcovery gave me, till the night afforded 
me an opportunity of being convinced of it. I ap- 
proached very near the wall, being favoured by the 
darkneſs of the night, and was tranſported with joy, 
when, upon trying the ground with my pike, I found 


that it went down as I deſired, and that this baſtion was 


"I was no longer in 


ſuch as I had believed it to be. 
HEY | doubt 


I Andre Du-Laurens, the king's mri 1 K 
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doubt on what ſide I ſhould batter the fort, and no dif- 


| ficulty now remained, but to find out ſome place proper 


for ereQing theſe batteries; for Charbonnieres is, in- 
deed, ſurrounded with mountains that command the 
town, but ſo ſteep that a man can hardly aſcend them 
on foot. I began again to creep along theſe mountains, 
which, in reality, hada terrible appearance, and all ſeem- 
ed wholly inacceſſible to the cannon, except one, upon 
the declivity of which, I ſaw a road where it was not 
impoſſible but ſome pieces of cannon might be heaved up 


by main ſtrength. Unfortunately the acceſs to this road 
was by another which paſſed ſo near the fort, that they 


meh pelt us from thence with ſtones. 

TEIS was another obſtacle, which did AY, 3 
ever, cool me in my attempt. I choſe out two hun- 
dred French, and as many Swiſs, to each of whom 1 


promiſed a crown, provided they could, by this road, 


bring up ſix cannon, which I gave them, and mount 


them on an eminence that I pointed out to them. I 


pitched upon a very dark night for this work,  recom- 


mending to them particularly, to make as little noiſe as 


poſſible ; and, to prevent the beſieged from obſerving 
it, cauſed horſes and carmen to advance in the oppoſite 


roads, whoſe cries and the ſmacking of their whips, 


drew all the enemy's fire to that ſide, but with no ef- 
fect; for theſe carts were covered, in their march, by 
trees, gabions, and even by the walls, while my men 


that were employed in forcing up the cannon, eſcaped 


the notice of the beſieged, who were deafened with the 
noiſe of their own fire. I appointed La Vallée 1, lieu- 
tenant of the ordnance in Brittany, and other officers, 
to watch over and encourage my men in this uncom- 
mon method of carriage. It rained ſo violently, that 
La Vallée and the reſt of the officers left their poſt to 


80 to rer, and the ſoldiers their cannon, when they 


Were 


1 Michael de la Vallee 8 8 of Com per. 
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were got about half way. This was what I had ex- 
pected; and, having taken that road, I met them in 


their retreat, and gave them a ſevere reprimand, threat- 
ening them that they ſhould have no pay for three 


months, and brought them all back that inſtant to their 


taſk, which they feſumed, and the cannon again began 


to move. I did not quit them till I ſaw them out of 
danger, which did not happen without receiving ſome 
check: their delay at length occaſioned their being diſ- 
covered, and ſix were killed and eight wounded. _ 

I Sor back to my quarters while it was yet dark, 
ſoaked through with the rain, and ſo diſguiſed with 
dirt, that I was not to be known, but full of joy that 
my. {ix pieces of cannon were out of danger, though 


not yet upon the top of the rocks. I ſlept an hour, 


and. breakfaſted, and returning to my work, met La 
Vallée, who, not knowing what I had done, began to 
value himſelf upon the performance of the night. The 
reproaches I loaded him with, while I contradicted 
what he ſaid, ought to have covered him with con- 
fuſion: but he was the moſt undaunted liar I ever 
$104 « What! you have been there then,” ſaid he, 
without the leaſt diſcompoſure. Well, I ſincerely 
ce confeſs I am a fool.“ “ You are ſo, ond.” re- 


plied I, * and ſomething worſe ; but avoid ſuch a be- 
* haviour for the future, and repair your fault.” It 


was not doubted but the beſieged would endeayour to 
make themſelves amends for their being ſurpriſed; 
which did not hinder the cannon, by the mere force of 
my men's labour, without any aſſiſtance from the horſes, 


from being placed upon the rock at nine o'clock, where, 


during that time, I had made proviſion of gabions, 
planks, and every thing that Was re to n 
jr ha there. 
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and could not be uſed for making port-hioles and plat-. 


forms, without running the danger of laming all who 
were employed in the work. The officers for want of 
this uſual defence, ſeeing themſelves ed poſed to the 
whole fire of the place, came, in great conſternation, 


to acquaint me with the condition they were in. I 


told them, without any appearance of emotion, that 
they ſhould begin directiy the palifade; which I had 
ordered them to erect along the borders of the rocks, 
making it very high and thick, to deprive the ene- 

mies, at leaſt of the ſight of the cannon, which other- 
wiſe they would be able to diſmount; and this was 
performed immediately, theſe mountains being almoſt 
covered wirh wood. To fupply the reſt, I ordered 
the earpenters, and pioneers of the army, to cut down 
two hundred large beech trees, which were cleaved 
into billets, ſome round to fill up the gabions, othefs 
ſquare, to make a ſecure lodgment for the fix pieces 
of cannon; and the better to conceal their laſt ſitu- 
ation from the enemy, to which the branches of the 


paliſade greatly contributed, I contrived, that there 
ſhould be on each ſide feveral openings filled with baf⸗ 
| Kets of earth; upon which the enemy made a continual = 


fire, without knowing at what part of the palliſade the 
artillery was placed, till the moment when we were 
prepared to diſmount the battery of the fort, and 
throw down the paliſade by which our cannon had 
been concealed. At two o'clock in the afternoon, this 
work was completed; and about an hour afterward his 


majeſty came to viſit it, and embraeing me, aſſured me 


of the ſatisfaction it gave him. He ſaw no obſtacle 
that ſhould hinder us from beginning to batter the place. 
1 1 to him, THAT it was {till [oe oat to de- 
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which it would be uſeleſs to loſe more time, H 


came to me and ſaid, that he would have them fire, 
that inſtant, ſome vollies upon the oppoſite ravelin: 


again I conteſted this point with him, and perhaps with 


rather too much heat; for it gave me great uneaſineſs 
to ſee a work, that had coſt me ſo much labour, likely 


to he ruined by too much precipitation. My reſiſtance 
put Henry into a paſſion; and he again, and in a very ab- 
ſolute; manner, commanded me to obey him, even add - 
ing, that I forgot he was the maſter. Ves, fire,” 
replied I immediately, ( you are the maſter, and ſhall 


* be obeyed, though at the; expence of ruining every 
“ thing.“ 1 cauſed the paliſade to be thrown down, 


and ga ve ordeis that they ſhould fire; but I would not 
be a witneſs of it, and withdrew in great diſcontent. 
As the guns were not aimed, every body took upon 
them to direct them according to his on mind, but no 
one hit the right place. After a hundred ineffectual 
diſcharges, the king ſent La Gyeſle for me, to complain 
to me of the faults of my batteries. I replied, that I 
intreated his majeſty; would excuſe: me; for it being no- 
ſunſet, it was no longer time to undertake any thing. 
His majeſty ordered the firing to ceaſe, and every one 
withdrawing, I came and lay in the midſt of my batte - 
ries, which I cauſed to be completed during the remain 


der of the night, notwithſtanding the rain that fell in 
great abundance. The beſieged, on their ſide, labour - 
ed as hard, and were not without ſome: apprehenſions 
that they ſhould find the place, to which they gave the 


moſt attention, defective: I judged ſo by the fires and 
candles which I ſaw lighted up in the fort, and content- 
ed myſelf with interrupting their ſecutity, by ro 


ſome diſcharges from time to time. 


Ar the break of day, there aroſe 1 thick a ban 
that, at fix o' clock, the fort could not be ſeen: this 


unlucky accident gave me great uneaſineſs, hecauſe- all 


my batteries were ready; and Þ had boaſted: over night, 
that 
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that I would take Charbonnieres the next day. I fan- 
1 cied, however, that the agitation of the air, occaſioned 
by the cannon, might poſſibly diſperſe the fog, and I 
cauſed ſome vollies to be fired. Either by chance, or 
by. a natural effect, that which I had jeſtingly propoſed, 
ſucceeded almoſt beyond my hopes. No ſooner had the 
'# reſt of the artillery ter the cannon from the top 
of the mountain, than the fog wholly diſappeared: The 
l! | beſieged had been all night employed in erecting a bat- 
tery of four pieces of cannon over againſt my fix, which 
| the imprudence committed the day before had diſcover- 
ed to them, and which, at that inſtant, they endea- 
# voured to diſmount. I found that there was no time 
| to be given them, and cauſed a piece to be pointed di- 
"i rectly oppoſite to their port-holes, which rendered two 
of their four cannons uſeleſs, killed one gunner, and 
wounded: two others: but this did not happen till after 
their diſcharge had killed on our fide, fix gunners, and 
| two pioniers, and at length made our n en, till | 
I! hey: were diſlodged from thence. 15 
* Tk king ran thither upon the noiſe, at nine 
0 clock, and ordered his dinner to be brought to a place 
where I had contrived in ſuch a manner, that he might 
ſee every thing that paſſed without danger. This was 
an incloſure made with the largeſt trees, laid at their 
length one upon another, in the form of a rampart. 
I. ſhewecl his majeſty the bodies of thoſe that had been 
juſt killed, and made him ſenſible, that this was the con- 
ſequence of the bad counſel that was followed the day 
before. 1 did not ſay this without deſign, perceiving 
that the ſame perſons continued ſtill to find fault with 
my work, and to prejudice his majeſty againſt me. I 
did not ſuffer myſelf to be at all diſcompoſed with their 
obſervations, and told them haughtily that, not having 
yet eat any thing, though I had laboured hard all night, 
T would leave the place free to any of them that were 


defirous; of Pray the 1 maſter of the ordnance; 
but 
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but that, at my return, if they did not permit me to 


order my batteries as I pleaſed, I would abandon them 


entirely. . My table, as grand maſter, confiſted of forty 
covers, and was placed under a kind of half arch, form- 


ed by nature in the rock, and hung with ivy. The 


king ſent me a large trout pye, which was ſent him 
from Geneva. My dinner was ſoon over, and I went 
again to intreat his majeſty that he would ſuffer me to 
perform the duties of my employment alone, and re- 
newed my promiſes that I would make him maſter of 
Charbonnieres that day. The king replied that he 
would be contented if it was taken in three days: upon 


which La Gueſle ſaid, that, if he was in the place, he 


ſhould know how to hinder it from being taken in a 
month. Go there then, ſaid I to them all, fatigued 
with their impertinence, and if I do not hang you all to- 
day, let me paſs for a boaſter. 

Tux king then withdrew into his encloſure, and © 
livered me from the importunate preſence of his cour- 


tiers for three hours, which he paſſed in waiting for his 


dinner, at table, and in ſurveying the park of artil- 
lery. At the end of this time, I ſaw. him come back 
again with the count of Soiſſons, to whom he ſaid loud 
enough for me to hear, This place will not be taken 
& to-day.” The count anſwered, with great com- 
plaiſance, That his majeſty, who had more knowledge 
of war than any perſon whatſoever, ought to make uſe 
of his authority to force me to obey, inſtead of waſting: 
time in battering a rock, which could not be hurt by: 
the cannon. I had my revenge that inſtant. The king 
came juſt at the time that the enemy beat a parley, 
and the lieutenant of the place came out to treat with 
me. I intreated his majeſty to have no part in the ca- 
pitulation ; and I told the lieutenant that he might go 
back again, for I was reſolved the garriſon ſhould 
ſurrender. at diſcretion. The lieutenant returned with 
a perſonated boldneſs, ſaying that there. were ſtill 
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two hundred men in the fort who were FOR to hold it 


1.1; 


out eight days longer. Henry withdrew, leaving Leſ- 


digueres and Villeroi with me, who perſuaded me to 


accept of the conditions offered by the beſieged. Lef- 


digueres even carried me towards the fort, to ſhew me 


that the enemies. were not reduced to extremity.” I 
ſtopped him when we came within two or three hun- 
dred paces of the curtain, telling him, that it would be 
raſhneſs to expoſe himſelf to the mouth of the cannon 
of the fort ; and I withdrew to a rock a hundred paces 
diſtant, which ſerved me as a ſhelter, while theſe gen- 
tlemen very unſeaſonably rallied me for my caution; | 
but they ſoon changed their tone when a enn "re 
obliged them to follow me. | 

Tux lieutenant of the fort returned a FP no; 
but with propoſals little different from the former. T 
ſent him back without hearing him: upon which 
Villeroi ſaid, That, if the city failed of being taken 
that day, he could not diſpenſe with himſelf from ac- 
quainting the king that it was owing wholly to me. I 
pretended not to hear him: and, ſending the beſieged 
my laſt reſolutions in writing, ordered the artillery 
again to play: the ſecond diſcharge ſet fire to the 
powder of the beſieged, and killed twenty or twenty- 


five of their men, and ſix or ſeven women; at the 


third, the little ravelin fell down entirely, and they 
could no longer bring any aſſiſtance to the breach, be- 
cauſe the cannon ſweeping along a low path that led to 
it, at every fire deſtroyed ſome of their beſt ſoldiers. 
This made them reſolve to beat a parley once more, 
which I pretended not to hear, although I ſaw their 
drummer carried up in the air at the height of twelve 
feet, by a cannon-ball which entered the ground where 
he ſtood, but did him no other hurt. The beſieged 
then held up a pike, with a flag faſtened to the top, 
crying out that they ſurrendered, and implored us to 


ceaſe firing. Yet the artillery —— to play, till 
| the 
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the enemies, holding out their hands over the breach to 
our ſoldiers, I was afraid ſome French would be killed 
amongſt them. I then mounted my horſe and entered 
the city on full gallop. It was lawful to treat it as one 
carried by aſſault; but that heart muſt be wholly im- 
penetrable to compaſſion, that could not be ſoftened by 
a ſight ſo truly pitiable as now preſented itſelf: it was 
the women, the wounded, and thoſe that were ſcorch- 
g ed by the fire, who came and threw themſelves at my 
feet. I never in any other place beheld the ſex ſo love- 
ly as in this city, nor ſo finiſhed a beauty as one woman 
in particular who came to implore my mercy : inſtead 
| of executing my threat, to hang all the inhabitants, I 
gave the ſame conditions I had offered at firſt, and cauſ- 
| ed the garriſon to be conducted to a place of ſecurity 
which I had appointed for them. 
NoTwiTHSTANDING this ſucceſs weigh . 
nieres, I ſtill found great oppoſition in the council to 
my propoſal of attacking the caſtle of Montmelian. 
The debate ran very high: Take care what you do, 
ſaid his majeſty to me, prejudiced by the great number 
that diſapproved of the attempt; “ for if we are obliged 
6 to raiſe the ſiege, every one will exclaim againſt you, 
** and I poſſibly ſhall be amongſt the firſt.“ They 
were not ſenſible at that time what a ſtrong. train 
of artillery, well conducted, was able to do at a ſiege: 
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; what had happened at Charbonnieres had ſo con- 
5 firmed me in my opinion on that head, that I did iP 
not ſcruple to engage that I would carry Montmelian I" 
8 in five weeks, as I had already promiſed in a former 'Y 
council : I ſtipulated only for one condition, which his | | 
> majeſty could not deny me, becauſe he had accepted it, 3 
Y without its being named, and this was, that he ſhould 1 
1 not be preſent at the ſiege. I foreſaw that it would 
g be very bloody. I produced a plan of the fortreſs, and 
1 of the attack; and every one agreeing that I ſhould 
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make the attempt, I laid ſiege to the caſtle of Mont- 


melian. 
Tris caſtle is ſituated on a ek almoſt as hard as 


that of Charbonnieres, and ſo high that it commands 
the whole country about it; ſteep and inacceſſible on 
all ſides except that next the city, where the aſcent is 
leſs difficult, but on which, to make amends, there runs 
a ditch, cut in the rock itſelf, and which muſt have 
been done with infinite labour with the point of a ſharp 
chiſſel; beſides which, there were three baſtions, that 


could neither be ſapped nor undermined, their founda- 


tions being of rock itſelf, almoſt impenetrable, and 
above a toiſe and a half deep. The country is ſtrewed 
with ſeveral mountains, but ſome are ſo diſtant, that 
they appear to be abſolutely out of the reach of can- 
non, and the rocks that are neareſt are ſo ſteep and 
pointed at the top, and ſo rugged and bare, that far 
from being poſſible to carry up and make uſe of can- 
non, it is difficult to believe that a man could climb 


up. The caſtle was then provided with thirty pieces 


of cannon, with powder for eight thouſand vollies at 
leaſt, a proportionable garriſon, and ammunition in 
great abundance. 

THe firſt thought that occurred to my mind, and 
ſupported it againſt obſtacles in appearance unſurmount- 
able, was, that however ſolid and continued the rock 
ſeemed to be, upon which, or rather in which, the 
baſtions were raiſed, it was not poſſible that it ſhould 
be all of equal hardneſs ; and if one part of it only was 


ever fo little weaker than the reſt, the artillery I had 


would ſecure me the means of opening a paſſage through 
it. In order to be convinced, I began to open the trench- 


es before the baſtion called Mauvoiſin; for otherwiſe it 
would have been impoſſible to have approached near 


enough to diſcern whether this whole maſs was an en- 


tire rock, cut with a chiſſel; but the rock which we 


found even with the ground hindered us from carrying 


on the trenches. I was. 
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I was obliged to have recourſe to artifice 3 and one 
very dark night cauſed a hut to be built with clay, and 


thatched over, very near this baſtion, and fo low that 
it could not be thrown down by the cannon: it was 
ſhot through and through with the ſmall arms as foon 
as the day diſcovered it to the beſieged ; but it was not 


overturned, and none of our men were in it. I ſuf- 


fered the enemy to diſcharge their rage for ſome days 


upon this hut, till of themſelves they ſhould ceaſe to 
fire; which at length they did, ſuppoſing it had been 


built there to make them ſpend their powder in vain. 


When I found the beſieged negleQed it, I entered it 


in the night, taking no other arms with me but a 
buckler, with which, upon occaſion, I could entirely 


cover my body againſt the fire. From this hut I care- 
fully examined the whole baſtion; I perceived there a 
light at the bottom, from hows I concluded that 
it was hollow, and that it was not an entire rock which 


could be cut into ſo deep. Without doubt the be- 


ſieged were then making ſome repairs there. 'The day 


beginning to appear, I perceived likewiſe that the flank - 
was uncovered ; and this was proof that it was not a 


ſolid rock that formed either ; and that this flank pre 


' ſented itſelf naked and eaſy to be pierced with the can- 


non. I was now ſatisfied, and had no other care but 
how to get out ſafely, which in broad day could not 
be done without difficulty, the hut not being above a 
hundred paces diſtant from the parapet, which was 
lined with ſoldiers, and I had above two hundred to go 
before I could ſhelter myſelf. I ſeized that moment 
when the guards being relieved, the ſoldiers began to 
be careleſs, and leaving my buckler in the hut, 1 began 
to run as faſt as I was able; four centinels perceiving 
me, cried out, and fired upon me at the ſame time; 
their muſquet-ſhot whiſtled about my ears and covered 
me wah gravel and flint ſtones, but did not wound me; 
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before the other ſoldiers were ready, I had gained the 
neareſt lodgment. 

I HaD at firſt reſolved to place a battery of cannon 
on an eminence on the ſide of the Iſere, where they 
might be carried up more eaſily by the help of ſteps cut 
by the hands of men; but having obſerved, on the op- 


poſite ſide of the water, another eminence which faced _ 


the citadel, and which had this advantage, that from 
thence might be ſeen the road that led to the wells of 
the caſtle, and to the magazine, the entrance of the 
tower, and the guard-houſe ; I preferred this laſt, and 
conſidered upon the means to carry up ſix pieces of can- 
non. This eminence was perpendicularly ſteep on all 
ſides but one, and even this ſide of the aſcent was a 
league about : but this was not the greateſt difficulty ; 
to plant them there we muſt level rocks of ſuch hard- 
neſs, that moſt of the officers thought the enterpriſe ri- 
diculous. - 
THE enemies were not of the ſame opinion: as oon 
as they found that we had undertaken to make a lodg- 
ment upon the edge of the rock, they pointed ſix pieces 
of cannon there likewiſe, and made a continual fire: 
the firſt volley was ſhot one day when I was giving 
directions about the works, with my ſtaff of command 
in my hand, dreſſed in a green coat laced with gold, 
and a plume of green and white feathers upon my head. 
J obſerved that this ſhot had paſſed a good deal above 
my head, and that which followed it as much below: 
perceiving that they were going to fire a third time, 
1 faid to Leſine, Maignan, and Feugeres, that this 
would be between both; and that, without doubt, the 
beſieged having perceived me, would take an exact aim. 
I retired two or three ſteps behind a fhelving part of 
the -rock, from whence I held my pike in one hand, 
| fixed in the place where I had ſtood myſelf; one ball 
threw down the pike, the other killed three pioneers 
and two * and broke ſome glaſſes and bottles 
that 


diſpoſition of this ſiege, and wrote to me a ſecond time, 


which the beſieged kept a party of thirty or forty ſol- 


_ racks 1 Gd not doubt but that he would have complied. 


 {mall-ſhot, that we ſaw ourſelves in a moment all co- 


the croſs, © It is now, ſaid I, that T acknowledge you 
& to be a good catholic.“ Let us o, ſaid he, this 
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that had been. brought for a refreſhment, and were 
placed in a hole of the rock. This accident was 
related to his majeſty, as an inſtance of raſhneſs in 
me; and he wrote to me immediately, that my per- 
ſon being ſtill more neceſſary to him for the buſineſs 
of the ſtate than war, he deſired: that I would not act 
like a mere ſoldier of fortune, who had a reputation to 
raiſe ; and. that he would recal me, if I diſobeyed this 


command. 
Henry could not reſiſt the deſire he had to ſee the 


deſiring I. would diſpenſe with the promiſe he had given 
me to the contrary, aſſuring me, that he would go to 
thoſe places only that I ſhould appoint, and with no 
other attendants. than the count of Soiſſons, D*Epernon, 
Bellegarde, and me. I intreated him at leaſt to diſ- 
guiſe himſelf in an ordinary cloak ; and, above all, to 
ſhun, at the expence of going half a league about, a 
certain field ſtrewed over with flint ſtones, oppoſite to 


diers continually, armed with muſquets; and ten or 
twelve pieces of cannon were pointed there, becauſe 
they knew op our men Paſſed every moment through 
this field, to go to the new battery raiſed upon the 


with this requeſt; but when he was upon the ſpot, he 
could not reſolve to uſe this precaution ; and my in- 
treaties being ineffectual, we marched all five in a file. 
Some muſket-ſhot that we were expoſed to at firſt made 
two or three of the company look pale; but it was 
much worſe when we entered the field ; there was at 
once ſo terrible a diſcharge of the heavy cannon and 


vered with earth, and our ſkin ſcratched with a ſhower 
of thoſe little flint-ſtones. Henry making the ſign of 
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4% is a bad place.“ We dotbled our pace, eſteeming it 


a ſingular piece of good fortune that none of us were 
killed, or at leaſt lamed. No one thought of returning 
the ſame way, but took the road from the mountains, 
where I cauſed horſes to be brought for the company. 

THE king was a little aſhamed of his unneceſſary 
raſhneſs, which was the cauſe, that ſome days after- 
wards, when I ſent him notice that all my batteries 
were finiſhed, his majeſty, who was then returned to 
the Tarantaiſe, having an inclination to ſee them, or- 
dered me to make a truce for ſome hours with the go- 
vernor. The king's curioſity being ſatisfied, I was ſeized 
with an inclination to exert the prerogative of a grand 
maſter exerciſing his office in the royal preſence; but as 
this could not be done without a diſcharge of the artil- 
lery, which would have been conſidered as an infraction 


of the truce, which was not yet expired, to induce the 


beſieged to break it IJ ordered ſome commiſſaries to ſend 


certain ammunitions to the battery upon the rock, which 


they had an occaſion for there. The enemy, who had 
not loſt any part of their fierceneſs, and probably repent- 
ed of having granted the truce, cried out that it was vi- 
olated, and that they were going to fire. Accordingly, 
they fired twelve or fifteen cannon-ſhot. I had given 
my men orders, in caſe this happened, to hold them- 


ſelves in readineſs to anſwer them immediately by a ge- 
neral diſcharge. This was the firſt, and afforded mat- 


ter for ſerious refſection to the beſieged, when they faw 
their tower battered by fifty cannon : they were the firſt 
to demand a continuation of the truce ; eſpecially when 
a ſecond diſcharge ſucceeded ſo rapidly. From that 
moment they began to alter their opinion, that the ci- 


tadel was impregnable, and privately nee out ways to 


procure an honourable compoſition. 
Two women were by chance the firſt movers * of 
] this 


„ The hiſtorian who has given us the life of the duke a'Epernon, 


aſcribes to him the honour of NG Montmelian. 
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this accommodation. Madame de ll, wife to. 


the governor of Montmelian, and then with him in the 


caſtle, amuſed herſelf with making little glaſs toys and. 


pieces of chair-work. My wife being then in the 


town, ſhe ſent her a pair of ear- rings and two chains of 
exquiſite workmanſhip. ' Madame de Roſny, in return, 
ſent her wine and veniſon, and defired to know if it was 
not poſlible for them to ſee each other: they obtained 


permiſſion for it, and paſſed three afternoons together 


with ſuch familiarity, that at length they began to con- 


ſider how Montmelian might be ſurrendered with ho- 
nour. Each acquainted her huſband with the ſubje& of 


their converſations, and we were ſo far from oppoſing 


them, that they were authoriſed to go on, but conceal- 
ed from one another that they ated by permiſſion. 
Madame de Brandis had an indiſpoſition that made the 
country air neceſſary for her. Her huſband thought he 
could procure this favour through the interpoſition of 


my wife; and ſhe made ſo reaſonable a repreſentation. | 


to him of the condition to which he would be ſoon. re- 
duced, without being able to obtain honourable terms 
eee e that he conſented to treat with me, and ſent 


me a deputation for that purpoſe. I diſpatched notice 


olf it to the king, who propoſed it to his council; and it 

was there reſolved, that a month ſhould be granted to 
the governor, os which, if he was not relieved, the 
place ſhould be ſurrendered. I was very ſure that it 


could not hold out fo long, and that it was relying too 


much upon the doubtful ſincerity of an enemy to grant 
ſuch conditions. I gave my opinion freely, but it was 


to no purpoſe to oppoſe a reſolution 1 in which envy had 


-as great a ſhare as fear. 

THe king did not begin to repent of having fol- 
lowed the counſels of marechal Biron and d'Epernon 
rather than mine, till, a little while before the expi- 
ration of the time granted to the beſieged, a report was 
ſpread, that an army of twenty-five thouſand men was 


coming. 
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coming over the Alps to their aſſiſtance, The king ac- 
quainted me with the perplexity into which this news 
threw him : he was determined to meet the enemies and 
fight them ; .but he was ſenſible of the danger he ran, 
in leaving behind him foch a fortreſs as Montmelian. 
He aſked me if by ſome means or other there was not a 
poſſibility of putting him in poſſeſſion of it before that 
time. Difficult as it appeared, it was neren ac- 
compliſhed, and in this manner. 

_  Evex fince the ſuſpenſion of arms, the count of 
Brandis ſuffered all ſtrangers to enter his caſtle who 
brought proviſions and neceſſaries which the wounded, 
and even madame de Brandis herfelf, had occaſion for. 
As there was only one gate to enter by, the croud was 
often fo great that ſome blows paſſed between them; 
for which the governor could not chaſtiſe them, becauſe 
there were a great many Frenchmen amongſt them, and 
therefore intreated me to apply a remedy to this incon- 
venience: and I now believed that I had found the op- 
portunity I ſought for. T placed a guard of fifty choſen 
men at the gate of the caſtle, commanded by officers 
who, being informed of my deſign, accuſtomed the 
guards of the caſtle to ſee them enter it, at firſt three or 
four only in number, afterwards more, till at length, 
the garriſon not daring any longer either to hinder or 
fire upon them, they found themſelves almoſt maſters 
of the caſtle itſelf, without giving them any aſſiſtance 
but on the contrary, inſtead of leſſening the diſorder, 
theſe French did all they could to increaſe it. 

BrANDIs imputed all to the licentiouſneſs of the 
ſoldiers, and complained to me of it. I told him, 
that he might fall upon all thoſe ſtrangers, whom 1 
ſuppoſed to be country people. He replied, that he 
would have done ſo, but for the great number of my 
ſoldiers that were amongſt them; and that, rather 
than do them any violence, although without any 


intention to DOK the conditions, he choſe to con- 
fide 
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fide to me the care of putting an end to the diſorder. 1 


ſeemed to yield to this expedient (which was what 1 
moſt ardently wiſhed) only to reſtore order and quiet, 


and told the governor, that I could eaſily accompliſh it, 
if Thada guard within equal to that without: he con- 
ſented to it, and I cauſed fifty ſoldiers to enter; but 


theſe were not all, thirty had got in before, and a much 
greater number had ſlipt in with them; I came thither 
myſelf likewiſe, with all my train: and from that time 


our party was ſo ſtrong, that the fort-and part of the 


tower was at our diſpoſal. 
BRAND1s then found the fault he had committed, but 


could repair it no otherwiſe than by ſhewing himſelf ſtill 


more generous. He came to me and told me, that he 


conſented I ſhould take poſſeſſion of the tower, and that 
he remitted it wholly upon the ſecurity of my word. I 
reſolved not to abuſe his confidence, and faithfully ob- 
ſerved all the articles. I ſupped and lay in the tower 
that night ; and the next day after that in which I had 
received this commiſſion from the king, I went to tell 
him that without any fears from Montmelian, he might 
march to meet his enemies ; which he did in good order, 
and at the head of his army; but the information he 
had received was found to be falſe. 


THE garriſon of Montmelian marched out after the. 


month was elapſed, and yielded the place to his majeſty, 
who commanded me to ſettle Crequy there with his 


company. The garriſon was reinforced, and provided 


with great plenty of ammunition of all kinds. I would 
have perſuaded the king to have diſmantled this place, 

as it muſt undoubtedly be reſtored to the duke of Savoy 
in caſe of a peace; and to have done the ſame by all the 


other conquered fortreſſes; but the advice of the courti- 
ers, who all ſeemed to be in the pay of the duke, ſaved 
Montmelian from a treatment that good policy required. 


- Tywx myſtery of this conduct with regard to Mont- 


| melian, as well as many other things, was explained two 
+ | D 5 years 
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rears afterwards, by the diſcovery of ſome letters of 
marechal Biron in cyphers : he told the duke of Savoy, 
to whom they were addreſſed, that he had obtained a 
month for the garriſon of Montmelian, to give him 
time to raiſe the ſiege : that he had nothing to expect 
from his friends, unleſs he made an effort to fave this 
place, which could hold out three months longer; ;. and 
aſſured him, that the reduction of it would give him 


reat concern. In the letter he wrote to this prince 


after the caſtle was taken, he tells him, that his negli- 
ence in ſuccouring it had ſilenced the French lords in 
His party, who would have declared againſt the king, 


if, by advancing to join them, he had put it in their 
ower to do ſo with ſafety. Notwithſtanding the eau- 


tion he obſerved in not writing their names, they were 


all fo well deſcribed, that it was not difficult to know 


them. The ſilence I keep with regard to theſe names is 
only in favour of ſome whom the ane perhaps has not 
ſuſpedded. | 

MoNnTMELIAN was not yet furretered; when”! it 
was reported in the French army that cardinal Aldo- 
brandin, the pope's nephew and legate, was on his way 
to come and treat with his majeſty concerning a peace 
and his marriage. The king having appointed me to go 
and receive his eminence with all imaginable honours, 
T advanced to meet him with a body of 3000 foot, 
and 500 troopers, all ſpruce fellows. It was not diffi- 
cult for him to perceive that it was the grand maſter of 
the ordnance who waited for him, by the manner in 
which he was received at his approach to Montmelian; 
the truce affording me an opportunity to make uſe of 
the artillery of the place as if it had been my own. 
Upon this occaſion I joined them together, to pay him 
the greater honour: the ſignal was given by a white flag 
raiſed on the battery of the rock: mine began after a 
great fire of the ſmall-ſhot, and was anſwered by that of 


the caſtle, in ſuch a manner, that both having time to 


Rog 


load 
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load again, this double diſcharge of an hundred and ſe- 
venty cannons, performed with the utmoſt regularity, 
and multiplied by the echoes formed amidſt the moun- 
tains, had the nobleſt effect imaginable, though not in 
the legate's opinion, I believe, who was more frighten- 
ed than ſoothed, by an honour ſo magnificently dread- 


ful, believing all the mountains about him were going 
to fall down, and had ſeveral times recourſe to: the ſign 


of the croſs. 


I CARRIED the cardinal to dinner at Notre-Dame 
de Miens, and forewarned him of two things relating 


to the buſineſs he mentioned to me; one was, that 


he ſhould give no credit to any of thoſe perſons who 
would make a.boaſt to him of their intereſt with his 


majeſty ; the other,. that if they promiſed him.to get 
all the places taken from the duke of Savoy to be re- 


ſtored without being demoliſhed, he ſhould believe them 


ſtill leſs, for he might be aſſured this would never hap- 
pen. After this caution, I reſigned him freely to thoſe 


ſent by his majeſty to fetch him, and continued my hoſ- 
tilities, by beſieging the citadels of Bourg and fort Saint- 


Catherine. 


Tx latter was attacked before the other, at the in- 
treaty of the citizens of Geneva, whom the king was 


glad of an opportunity to oblige. Upon our arrival at 


this fort, which is ſituated on a riſing ground, in an 
open field, of which it ſeems to be the centre, marechal 


Biron, who by chance was near me, aſked me to go that 


inſtant, on horſeback as we were, and reconnoitre the 
place with him. . I told him that we were too gayly 
dreſſed, and had too many plumes on, to examine it in 
open day: for the marechal was mounted on a white 
horſe, and wore a large plume of feathers of the ſame 
colour. No, no, ſaid he, you need not be under 


c any apprehenſion: morbieu! they will not dare to 


& fire upon us.” *© Let us go then,” replied I,“ if 


hf you will, for if it rains upon me, it will ſprinkle upon 
*' "YO. 
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« you. 5 Accordingly, we came within two hundred 
paces of the fort, and obſerved it a long time, while 
they only fired twelve or fifteen vollies of ſmall ſhot, 
and I believe in the air, although we were about twenty 
horſe ; which ſurpriſed me greatly. © Certainly, ſir,” 

ſaid I to the marechal, © there is no one within, or they 
5 are aſleep, or afraid of us? The king could with 
difficulty believe this, becauſe being there himſelf the 
day before, with ſix horſe only, they fired repeated vol- 


lies at his approach; and when I returned the next 


morning at the break of day, on foot, and with no other 
company than Erard and Feugeres, I was received with 
ſo great a noiſe of the artillery, that the king ſent 
Monteſpan thither, believing it was a fally. . Whom 
& are theſe fellows aiming at?“ ſaid Monteſpan to me, 
finding nobody in ſight. © At me, I believe, replied 
I, „“ but I have ſeen all that I wanted to ſee.” How- 
ever, I gueſſed ſoon after the reaſon of that reſpect 
which they ſhewed marechal Biron. I perceived that 
the flanks of the baſtions of Saint-Catherine were ſo 


bad, that great part of them had fallen down, and that 


the ditch was in no better a condition. I aſſured his 
majeſty, that as ſoon as the trenches were carried to the 
extremity of the ditch the place would ſurrender. In 
effect, the beſieged, who were likewiſe in want of every 
thing, demanded to capitulate, if they were not ſuccour- 


ed in fix 


AFTER . l the trench, I hcl leave 


from the king to make a tour to Geneva ; I arrived 


there the next day, with an hundred horſe, and came 
very ſeaſonably to relieve this city from the terrors 
which the preſence of a great number of catholics 
within their walls occaſioned. Meſſieurs de Guile, 
d'Elbeuf, d' Epernon, de Biron, de la Guiche, and 


many others, were there, with their ſeveral attend - 


ants. I aſſured them, that his majeſty had their in- 
tereſt at heart, and that I would not leave them while 


thoſe 


1600. F SUE EL ®. 6r 
thoſe gentlemen continued amongſt them : but the re- 
membrance of the late perſecutions was yet too recent 
in the minds of the citizens; they could not be fatisfied 
till T had removed the occaſion of their fears; which I 
did that evening by ſpeaking to thoſe gentlemen, who 
all left Geneva the next day. The city deputed twelve 
of their chief citizens, with Beza, their miniſter, at 
their head, to compliment his majeſty, and to endeavour 
to obtain a requeſt that they kept very ſecret; this was, 
the demolition of fort Saint-Catherine, which they 


were moſt ardently deſirous of. Beza delivered himſelf 


like a man of ſenſe, and one who knew how to praiſe 
with delicacy ; congratulating the proteſtants upon the 
happineſs which the reign of ſo good a prince promiſed 
them. Henry thanked the deputies and the city, offer- 
ing to beſtow upon it any of his conqueſts which ſhould 
be moſt convenient for it; and preventing their requeſt, 
told them in a low voice, that they ſhould have the 

pleaſure to be maſters of the fate of fort Saint-Cathe- 
tine; and that he gave them his word, in my preſence 
(for he held me by the hand at the ſame time) that no 
intreaties whatſoever ſhould hinder him from razing it. 
Upon which the deputies withdrew, extremely well 
pleaſed. | ; + | 
H1s majeſty, at cardinal Aldobrandin's requeſt, con- 


| ſented that the conferences on the ſubjeQ of a peace 


ſhould be held at Lyons, and appointed the cardinal Du- 


Perron, the conſtable, the chancellor, Villeroi, and 
Jeannin, to treat with the legate : they had yet come 


to no agreement, when the future queen * arrived in 
that city. As ſoon as the king was informed of it he 
. - 1 iaky quitted 


* This princeſs left Florence on the 17th of October, having embark- 
ed at Leghorn, and, with an eſcorte of ſeventeen galleys, landed at Tou- 
lon, from whence the came by the way of Marſeilles and Avignon to 
Lyons, where the king arrived poſt on the gth of November. As ſoon 
as be alighted (1 take the following account from the moſt authentic Me- 


moirs of thoſe times) the queen happened to be at ſupper ; l 
: | ; : io "8 ö 1 0 
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quitted his quarters, and ſet out in very rainy weather, 

riding poſt, with great part of the lords of his court. 
It was twelve o'clock at night when we got to the bridge 

of Lyons, and waited there a full hour, wet through 
with rain, and almoſt periſhed with cold, before they 
would open the gate; for his majeſty, that he might 
have the pleaſure of ſurpriſing the queen, would not 
ſuffer himſelf to be named. They had not yet ſeen 
each other. The marriage ceremony was performed 
without any pomp. We attended the king at ſupper, 
who afterwards diſmiſſed us to refreſh ourſelves likewiſe ; 
and he retired to the queen's apartment. | 

His majeſty's arrival only increaſed the warmth with 
which they conteſted the articles of the peace : the 
Plenipotentiaries were almoſt all in the duke of Savoy's 
intereſt, and glad of an opportunity to make their court 
A, 1 to 


deſire to ſee her at table without being diſcovered, he went in as far as 
the drawing- room, which was very much crowded; but he was known 
the moment he appeared by thoſe neareſt the door, who opened to make 
way for him: upon which, his majeſty went away directly, without going 
farther. The queen, in the mean time, was well aware of all this, but 
ſtill gave no other ſigns than by putting the plates away as often as ſhe was 
ſerved with any thing, and eat ſo little, that ſhe ſeemed to have ſat down 
rather for form's ſake than to ſup. After the table was removed, ſhe re- 
turned immediately to her chamber, The king, who waited only for this, 
came to her chamber-door, and ordering M. le Grand to go before, he 
knocked ſo hard, that the queen thought it muſt be the king: upon this 
ſhe ſtept forward at the very inſtant that M. le Grand entered the room, 
who was followed by his majeſty, at whoſe feet ſhe immediately threw 
herſelf. The king raiſed her up, embraced her with great tenderneſs, 
and all that was polite, paſſionate, and reſpectful, paſſed on both ſides. 
After the firſt compliments were over, the king took her hand, and led 
her to the fire-place, where he continued talking wich her above half an 
hour; he afterwards went to ſupper, but eat very ſparingly. In the mean 
time, he bid madame de Nemours tell the queen, that he had not provided 
himſelf. with a bed, expecting ſhe would give him part of hers, which 
from that time was to be in common between them; Madame de Ne- 
mours carrying this meſſage to the queen, ſhe returned for anſwer, That 
ſhe had come thither only to obey his majeſty as the humbleſt of his ſer- 
vants, Upon this, the king undreſſed, and went directly to the queen's 
chamber, who by this time was in bed. Chronologie Septennaire, 
ann. 1600, where alſo may be ſeen the particulars of the queen's journey, 
and her reception in the towns of France, &c, De Thou, liv, 125. 
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to the legate; which was the cauſe that Henry thought 
it neceſſary to make them give an account of their ne- 
gotiation, and ſeverely blamed the commiſſioners for 
having exceeded the power that was given them. Bel- 
lievre and Villeroi had promiſed the legate, that none 
of the fortreſſes which had been taken ſhould be demo- 
liſhed, but eſpecially Saint-Catherine, for which the 
legate particularly ſolicited, as being the beſt, and even 
the only bulwark the duke a Savoy had againſt the re- 
public of Geneva. Henry made them ſenſible, that 
their precipitation in ſubſcribing to an article of this 
importance, without conſulting him, had given him 
ſome ſuſpicion of them ; and added, that in a few 
days he would acquaint them with his intentions upon 
that head. Then ſending for me, he told. me, that 
the ſhorteſt way to prevent the ſolicitation which he 
expected from the legate, would be to blow up the five 
baſtions of the fort, and to ſend word to the citizens of 
Geneva to come and complete the demolition of it. No 
order was ever more expeditionſly nor more effectually 
executed. The Genevois, in one night, laid this citadel 
even with the ground, and carried away all the materi- 
als ſo carefully, that the next day it could with difficul- 
ty have been believed that there ever had been a fort in 
the place; and at firſt the report ran, that it was de- 
ſtroyed by lightning. When the truth was known, the 
legate expreſſed great reſentment at it, and did not ſcru- 
ple to confeſs, in the heat of his paſſion, that Lwas the, 
only perſon who had not deceived him with flatterin 
hopes on this head, and that he had not ſufficiently at- 
tended to my admonitions. But his having, upon the 
faith of the commiſſioners, given very different expecta- 
tions to the pope, was what he was chiefly concerned 
at. For three or four days the negotiation was in- 
tirely broke off; and when-it was afterwards reſumed, 
it was with ſo much animoſity on his eminency's 
part, that he rs al 1 a that — | 
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made him. 1 heſe propoſitions were, That the duke 
of Savoy ſhould yield to the king the courſe of the 
river Rhone and its borders: That he ſhould not erect 


any fort within a league of it to favour the Spaniards 


paſſage : That he ſhould leave to the republic of Gene- 
va the enjoyment of certain villages ſpecified likewiſe : 


That Beche-Dauphin * ſhould be demoliſhed, Chateau- 


Dauphin reſtored : and laſtly, that the duke ſhould pay 


an hundred and fifty thouſand crowns for the expences 
of the war. 


Tux king looking upon this afair' a8 wholly i imprac- 
ticable, through the obſtinacy of the legate, reſolved to 
carry on the war more vigorouſly than before, and com- 
municated his deſign to me, which was, to go in ſearch 
of the duke of Savoy at the head of his army; while 


: I, with the artillery, battered the citadel of Bourg. 
Each of us had particular obſtacles to this double pro- 


ject, beſides the want of money, which was common 
to both. I found the enterpriſe on Bourg very difficult 
to be executed, the ſeaſon being now ſo far advanced: 
the difference between this caſtle and that of Mont- 
melian, with which I think it may be compared, is 
this, that for thoſe that have only ten or twelve pieces 
of cannon, Montmelian is equivalent to ten ſuch places 

as Bourg, becauſe that the reduction of Montmelian 
depends upon having artillery ſufficient to batter the 
out-works; but for an army ſixty cannon ſtrong, the 


| _ citadel of Montmelian is not more difficult to carry 
than that of Bourg; becauſe this laſt being more regu- 


lar than the other, it can only be attacked methodically 
and by flow degrees. Had the counſel I gave, to at- 
tack this fort immediately after the ſurrender of Mont- 
melian been followed, it en have been now in the 

1 poſſeſſion. 
Wir regard to this prince, his nt was 
occaſioned we his knowing in what manner the greateſt _ 
pert 
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part of bis general officers conſpired: with "EM and the 
duke of Savoy againſt him: he had great reaſon a 

be apprehenſive of engaging himſelf in the enemy's 

country, if they were with him: Leſdiguieres was the 
only one on whom he could depend; he had lately | 
given an inſtance of his fidelity, in ſending notice by 

Calignon, that the duke of Bouillon made uſe of a 

man named Ondevous to carry on his correſpond- | 

ence with the great lords of the kingdom. It 1s cer- 
tain, that if Calignon had been more diligent to ac- 
quit himſelf of his commiſſion, Onde vous would not 
have had time to eſcape as he did, and his detention 
might have laid open all the ſchemes of the ſeditious; 
but there is no appearance that this happened through 
the fault of Lefdiguieres. I adviſed the king to rely 
entirely upon him, and to bind him ſtill cloſer to his 
ſervice, by making him a marechal of France, and go- | 
vernor of Piedmont. As for the reſt, it was eafy to 
prevent the conſequences of their ill intentions, by 
giving them employments at a diſtance from the mw 
of the army. 

Bur the affair that appeared moſt preſing to us 
both being to procure a ſupply of money, it was re- 
ſolved that I ſhould ſer out for Paris in four days: and 

that I might be enabled to paſs fix entire weeks there, 

I employed theſe four days in making all the neceflary 

preparations for the attack of Bourg, in paying the 

ſoldiers out of what little money remained, and in 
providing for the ordinary as well as extraordinary ex- 

pences of the king's houſhold. The very next day 1 
ſent away my wite and my equipages before me, with 

directions to wait for me at Rouanne, where I pro- 

| Poſed, as ſoon as I arrived, to fend them down the 

Loire as far as Orleans: they waited there for me three 
or four days longer, becauſe my meaſures were broke 
by the alterations that happened in the affair of the 
peace. 
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WuHen I went to take leave of the king, he adviſed 
me to viſit the legate alſo before I ſet out, he having 


always expreſſed great eſteem for me. 1 went to viſit 
him booted, my poſt-horſes waiting for me on the other 


ſide of the river, oppoſite to his lodgings. He aſked 


me where I was going in that equipage? © To Italy, 
& replied I, and 1 ſhall. go with good company to kiſs 
& the pope's foot.” © How! to Italy,” ſaid he in 
great amazement: ** no, that muſt not be, fir; I beg 
« you will aſſiſt me to renew this peace.” I ſeemed 


to conſent, in reſpe& only to his mediation, the king 


having laid aſide all thoughts of it. I repeated, in a 
few words, all the principal articles that had been al- 
ready propoſed, and afterwards aſked him if he would 
give credit to what I was going to ſay to him? Having 


aſſured me he would, I told him, that he might be ab- 


ſolutely certain, that of theſe articles, his majeſty would 
abate none of his demands with regard to the borders of 
the Rhone, the villages in the neighbourhood of Ge- 


neva, Chateau-Dauphin, and Beche-Dauphin; becauſe 


I was well acquainted with the king's intentions in all 
theſe reſpects. He deſired to know my reaſons : which 
I excuſed myſelf from telling him, on account of the 


ſhort time I had to ſtay. After walking thoughtfully 
ſeveral times backwards and forwards in his chamber, 


he aſked me, if, with the ſame proteſtations of ſin- 
cerity, I would aſſure him, that, provided he agreed 
to all theſe points, there ſhould be no mention made of 
the other. I told him, that I believed I might pro- 


miſe this. Upon which, he entreated me to go and 


acquaint the king with what he had ſaid. Henry was 
glad to ſee me come back: and I returned a moment 
afterwards to the legate with full powers from his ma- 


jeſty. And we concluded that * inſtant a treaty which 
| had 


* M. De Thou, Matthieu, and La Chron, Sept. agree with this ac- 
count, ib. an. 1601, See alſo the treaty in the Mem, de Nevers, tom, 


16 OO SUELCK 67 
had languiſhed ſo long A time; ; the conditions of which 


were as follow : 
THe duke of Savoy, in exchange for the Were 


of Saluces, which the king of France gave up, was to 


make a ceſſion to his majeſty of the fortreſſes of Cental, 
Monts, and Roqueſparviere, all Breſſe entirely, the 


borders and country of the Rhone on both ſides as far as 
Lyons, except the bfidge of Grezin, and ſome paſſages 


neceſſary for his highneſs to enter Franche-Comté; but 
he was not by this ceſſion to acquire a right to raiſe any 
tribute from theſe places, or to build any fort there, or 
to ferry troops over, but by the king's permiſſion, and 
on condition that for this privilege of paſſing the bridge 


of Grezin the duke ſhould pay France one hundred 


thouſand crowns : That he ſhould likewiſe reſign to his 


majeſty the citadel of Bourg, the bailiwic of Getx, 


Chateau-Dauphin and its dependencies, with all that 


could be comprehended in the province of Dauphine on 


this ſide the Alps: That he ſhould likewiſe renounce 
the property of Aus, Chouſy, Vally, Pont d' Atley, 
Seiſſel, Chana, and Pierre-Chatel, to the borders of 
Geneva: That the fortifications of  Beche-Dauphin 
ſhould be razed : That the king ſhould on his fide re- 
ſtore all the other forts he had taken which are not ſpe- 


cified here, withdrawing the artillery and ammunition 


that were then placed there. The other articles related 


to criminals and priſoners of war that had fled on either 
| fide, church benefices, exchange of eſtates between pri- 


vate perſons, &c. It was articled for the duke of Ne- 
mours, part of whoſe eſtate lay in this country, that he 
ſhould not be diſturbed in the poſſeſſion of it, neither for 
the part which he held of the king, nor for that which 
he held of his highneſs. The other clauſes common to 


all treaties I ſhall not mention. 


NoTwIiTHSTANDING this treaty was ſigned by | 


me for the king, by the legate for the pope, and the 


duke of 8 $. Agents, yet the duke, influenced by 
| ths 
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the count of Fuentes, put off ſo long the entire con- 
it cluſion of it, by his complaints and delays, that the 
14 king thought it neceſſary not to lay down his arms: he 
; took poſt to Paris fy where he waited for: the duke's de- 
17 terminations. 

IN caſe there ſhould be a ſine for "OY returning 
into Savoy, he had certain meaſures to take for the af- 
fairs within his kingdom, and in Faris eſpecially, at a 
time when every place was filled with malecontents. 

He left the conſtable and Leſdiguieres, till his return, 
| with ſome good troops upon that frontier ; and Villeroi 
| and two or three other commiſſioners at Lyons, to con- 
| clude the buſineſs of the peace. 
| Bur his majeſty found no occafion to return into 
| theſe provinces. The duke of Savoy, after having long 
amuſed himſelf with expectations from the diſaffeQed 
1 French lords, gave place to more prudent thoughts; 
| and refleQting on —— he had already loft by his obſti - 
10 nacy, he thought himſelf very happy to accept the trea- 
Til! ty in the form already mentioned ; accordingly the laſt 
formalities were added, and the peace was publiſhed at 
Paris and Turin with the ufual ceremonies.: however, 
the articles were not executed without many difficulties 
being raiſed by the duke of Savoy, which detained Vil- 
leroi at Lyons part of the following year: it was not 
till then that every thing was entirely agreed to; and 
Spain, who had taken great intereſt in the affair, even 


adviſed the duke of N to 9 with the articles 
of 


— 
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+ « He departed, Free Baſſompierre, one night poſt from Lyons, in 
© order to turn to Paris; and embarking at Rouanne he landed at 
& Briarez from whence he came to lye at Fontainebleau, and next day 
£& dined at Villeneuve ; and croſſing the Seine below the Tuilleries, 
ic came in the evening to Verneuil (afterwards Senlis.) We continued 
& three days at Verneuil, and then came to Paris, —At length the queen 
4 arrived at Nemours; and the king, having rode poſt with fixty freſh 
«© horſes, came and carried her to Fontainebleau, where after ſtaying 
te five or ix days, ſhe arrived at Paris, and was accommodated with 
«© apartments at the houſe of Gondy.“ Mem, ce Baſſompierre, tom. I. 
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of the treaty. On all theſe occaſions Henry paid great 
deference to the pope. He granted all the delays which 
the duke of Savoy, by count Octavio Taſſone, engaged 
the legate to demand; which was contrary to Villerors 
advice: but his majeſty, having in reality -obtained all 
that he could demand, thought he ought not to obſerve 
too rigorouſly the manner it was yielded to him, nor 
hazard, for ſuch a trifle, a renewal of the war. This 
produced as many advantages to the king as any war 
ended in a ſingle campaign could poſſibly do. His ma- 
jeſty declared, that Breſſe ſhould not be comprehended 
in the diftrit of Lyons, but it ſhould be re-united to 
Burgundy, under the juriſdi@tion- of the-court of aides 
at Paris. | 

THE queen did not ſet out immediately after for Pa- 
' Tis. She had brought with her her uncle Don John, a 


| baſtard of the family of Medicis, Virgilius Urſinus her 
couſin, who being brought up while young with her had 


conceived hopes above his condition. Many more Ita- 
lians of both fexes were in her train; amongſt others, a 
young man named Conchini, anda girl called Leo- 
nora Galigai, who afterwards played a great part in 
France. I went to Paris eight days before the queen, 
to make preparations for the ceremony of her entry t, 
which was performed with great magnificence. 'The 
next day, the king brought the queen and the whole 

to the arſenal to dine with me; the queen was 


15 mended wo all her Italian ladies, who being pleat 


with 


— 1 It does not appear that this princeſs was complimented with the 
ceremony of a public entry into Paris. The citizens, ſays the Chronolo- 
gie Septennaire, would have prepared a very magnificent one for her, and 
addreſſed the king for that purpoſe; but his majeſty choſe rather that the 
expence of the entry ſhould be laid out on other things that were more 
neceſſary, It afterwards adds: Upon her arrival at the poſtern gate of 
the ſuburb St. Marcel, the marquis de Roſny cauſed all the cannon of 
the arſenal to be fired three times. She was carried in a litter along the 
moats of the city, and that day lodged at the ſuburb. S. Germain, at 
oy s houſe, and the next at Zamet' 5 and after that at the Louvre. 
bid. 
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with the wine of Arbois, drank more of it than was ne- 


ceſſary. I had ſome excellent white wine that was as 
clear as rock water: I ordered ſome decanters to be filled 


with it, and when the ladies aſked for water to temper 


the burgundy, they were preſented with this liquor. 


The king ſuſpected by their gaiety that I had played 
them a trick. This winter was wholly taken up with 
parties of pleaſure, on account of the king's marriage. 

In Flanders, this year, the war broke out with great 
violence, prince Maurice of Orange gained a battle in 
the month of May againſt the archduke Albert, in 


which the + admiral of Caſtile, the man on whom he 


chiefly depended, was taken priſoner. He afterwards 
laid ſiege to Nieuport, but was obliged to raiſe it. All 
I ſhall ſay of the war between the Emperor and the 
Grand Signior in Hungary, is, that the duke of Mer- 
cœur was made lieutenant-general here by his imperial 
majeſty. I ſuppreſs a detail of the grandeur and magni- 


| ficence of the ſecular t jubilee at Rome, and ſhall con- 


clude the Memoirs of this year with an incident that af- 
forded matter for much ſerious reflection upon duels: 
Breaute having * killed his adverſary in a very uncom- 

mon combat, was afterwards aſſaſſinated himſelf. | 


BOOK 


+ This was the battle of Nieuport, that was fought in FE month of 
y, wherein the Spaniards loſt 8000 men. The prince of Orange was 
nevertheleſs obliged to raiſe the fiege of Nieuport, and retire to Holland. 


The greateſt part of theſe foreign tranſaQions are neither fully nor ex- 


actly related in our Memoirs; and I therefore think it unneceſſary to 
give an account of them in the notes, but rather refer the reader to the 
Memoirs and hiſtorians of that time, In like manner conſult the general 
and particular accounts of the military expeditions between the armies of 
the emperor and the Grand Signior, which are mentioned here. 

1 It was ſaid, that 300,000 French men and women, went to Rome, 


to obtain the indulgence of the jubilee ; concerning which, ſee the 


ceremonies in La Septennarie, an. 1600, and other Memoirs of that 


time. | 
* Charles de Breaute, a French gentleman of ent, captain of a troop 


of horſe in the ſervice of the ſtates; his antagoniſt was a Flemiſh ſoldier, 


| lieutenant of a company under the governor of Boiſledue, with whom he 


1 3 55 a 25 kind of . of twenty French againft the ſame 
_ number 


* 
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1 N the foregoing book I finiſhed the laſt military nar- 


ration that will be found in theſe Memoirs, in which at 
leaſt France was concerned. The life of Henry the 


Great, hitherto wholly paſſed amidſt the tumult of 


arms, will in the ſequel exhibit only the actions of a 
pacific king, and the father of a family. The manner 
in which the campaign in Savoy had been conducted and 
terminated, leaving no room to fear that the peace would 
be again infringed by theſe ancient enemies of the mo- 
narchy, or that it would not ſubſiſt as long as his ma- 
jeſty pleaſed, I reſumed, by his orders, and under his 
inſpection, thoſe ſchemes with regard td the finances 
that the war had ſuſpended, and were now to meet with 
no more interruption. After the repreſentation I have 
already given of the ſtate of affairs within the kingdom, 
it would be injurious to conſider the life which the 


prince and myſelf now embraced as idle and inactive: 


if it is leſs noiſy and tumultuous, it is probably more 
laborious. Behold me therefore again ſhut up in my 
cloſet, where I applied myſelf with the utmoſt atten- 
tion to the examination of all the abuſes that ſtill re- 


mained to be rooted out of the chamber of accounts ; 


the offices of the finances, the crown lands, the aids, 

the ſubſidies, the equivalents, the five Jarge farms, the 
| tenths, and all the reſt. I laboured at once for the pre- 
ſent and the future, by taking ſuch meaſures, that the 
method I eſtabliſhed in the direction of every part of 

„ . 5 the 
number of Flemiſh; he had the advantage in the firſt encounter, in 
which he killed his antagoniſt, but was made priſoner in the ſecond, and 
put todeath by order of the governor of Boi ſleduc. He was one, ſays the 
author of the Chronologie Septennaire, that eagerly ſought after occafi- 


ons of duelling, for which reaſon he had been obliged to quit the court of 
France. 6 


1 As to theſe reformations, conſult likewiſe Matthieu, tom. II. lip. 
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the Finances ſhould not be afterwards ſubject to any al- 


terations. I conſidered of means to enrich the king with- 
out impoveriſhing his ſubjects, to pay his debts, repair 
his palaces; and ſtrove, with ſtill more aſſiduity, to 


complete the art of fortifying his cities, than that of 


attacking and defending them; and to make proviſion 


of arms and ammunition. I extended my cares to the 
repairing and renewing. public works, ſuch as roads,. 
bridges, keys of rivers, and other buildings, which re- 


fle& no leſs honour upon the ſovereign than the ſplen- 
dor of his own palaces, and are of general utility : for 
which purpoſe I began to look into the application that 
had been made of the money granted for thoſe uſes to 
the cities and corporations, or rather into the frauds 
that had been uſed in the management of theſe funds. 
Tx ſcheme of drawing up an account of every part 
of the finances, under the title of a general ſtate, 
which ſhould lay down their nature uniformly and 


clearly, ſeemed always ſo happy a thought, and ſo pro- 


per to bring them to the utmoſt exactneſs, that where- 
ever this method was praQticable I made uſe of it. On 
the firſt day of this year, when I preſented to the king 
the gold and ſilver medals, as uſual, I gave him at the 
ſame time five of theſe general ſtates, each of which 
related to one or other of my employments, bound up 
in one volume very neatly. In the firſt, which was of 
the greateſt importance, becauſe I there gave an account 
of all that concerned myſelf, as ſuperintendant, was ſet 
down on one fide, all the money that was raiſed in 
France by the king from every tax whatever; on the 
other, all that was to be deducted for the charge of col- 
lection, and conſequently all that was to be brought 
clear into his majeſty's coffers. I cannot perſuade my- 
ſelf that this method was never thought of by any one 
fince the finances were ſubjeQ to ſome regulation; but 


intereſt alone prevented the execution of it. However | 


that may be, I ſhall always * upon it, that without 
this 
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this Aida, there. is no ere without miſtakes or 
FOguery-.. abs * 
TIER ee mp theſe ſtates w was. * up merely for 
the: uſe of the keeper of. the royal treaſury ; here was 
ſet down, whence and upon what account he received 
all the king's money that paſſed through his hands du- 
ring the year of his office, and how much he was at. 
liberty to diſburſe out of the whole ſum, and for what 
purpoſes. The third was compiled for the uſe of the 
maſter of the ordnance, containing an exact account of 
money received and expended; with a true inventory 
of all that relates to the artillery ; ; the number and ſorts 


of cannon, and of other arms, the quantity of inſtru- 


ments of war, and proviſions of victual, laid up in dif- 
ferent places, or magazines; the ſtate of the arſenals, 

and fortified places; and other obſervations of the ſame 
ſort. The fourth related to the chief ſurveyor of the 
roads, and gave an account of all the money diſburſed 
or to be diſburſed for the repair of every thing under 
his charge, whether it was to be done. at the expence of 


the king or of the provinces. | And, to conclude, the 
fifth, contained a catalogue of cities and caſtles, parti- 


cularly thoſe on the frontiers, that required any money 
to be laid out upon them; with a kind of rough draught 
of the works neceſſary at each place, formed with due 
regard to their natural ſituation and preſent ſtate. 

i Tnx king, upon my repreſentation, -reformed many 
| abuſes with reſpect to money, which had cauſed a decay 
of commerce, of which money is the chief inſtrument; 
the firſt was the practice which was then allowed, of 
D money to intereſt at eight, or even at ten per 
Cent, 2 & £qual, ebe to ag PL and 


Vor. III. E IG | the- 


11 
* 1 1 18 thus Mike's a' prince, in our Ames, - yellarirable for his abilities 
and ſuperior ſkill in politics, has judged : being firmly perſuaded, that the 
Nate would receive great advantages in every reſpect from a regulation 
thak would. oblige monied men to betake themſelves to commerce and 

i which are infinitely preferable to the bare and _ ea 
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, becauſe they, being for- 
bidden to engage in trade, have no other riches but the 
produce of their grounds, of which the price was 


dfrought down by high intereſt; to the people, becaufe, 


by putting out money to intereſt, they made as great 
profit by fitting ſtill as by labour, and thereby kept im- 
menſe ſums of money uſelefs to the public, which, with- 
out that method of growing rich, they would Rave! im- 
proved by ſome means advantageous to the common- 
wealth. The intereſt of eight per Cent. was ren 


11 


Tux coin of different countries Woe "yy this time 
current in France, and paſſed in commerce equally 
with that of our own ſovereign. A prohibition was 
iſſued, by * which all money was put down but the coin 
of France *, that of Spain only excepted, which would 
have been too much miſſed in commerce had it been at 
once forbidden. But it was more neceſſary to rid our- 
ſelves of the merchandiſe of our neighbours than of 
their money, for the whole kingdom was filled with 


their manufactures; ; and it is incredible how much miſ- 


chief was done by foreign ſtuffs, particularly thoſe of 

gold and ſilver. The importation of theſe, and of all 

others, was forbidden under ſevere penalties: and be- 

cauſe France bad no means of ſupplying herſelf with” 

them out of her own ſtock, we bac recourſe to the 

true * 5 port is, t to ere e ars ee 
$ A 
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® It is true, Hint the cif of 650% gol and ve oi wan not to 
paſs current and be confounded with that of he in interior com 
merce, and in payments made. between individu is le not evident, 
that the more ſuch coin abounds among our dupls buy >the more-fou-- 
riding will our commerce be? The hiſtorian Matthieu obſenves,, tom. II. 
J. iii. p. 446. that this prohibition made the commerce in France fall al- 
moſt entirely: and the duke of. Sully himſeif agrees, a little * 8 2. 
he was obliged to have recourſe. to. other means. to retrieve: it. 
examine this queſtion with him, when he comes to handle it, in ThE, fol- 
lowing book, As to the prohibition of uſing gold and filver i in, 9 7 
and houſhold furniture, we ſhall. alſo have e in the ſe 25 ; 
to give our opinion on the principles 25 eſtabliſhes with regard... 
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ALL theſe: aan ese dea to o introduce" obe, by 
which it was forbidden to carry any ſpecies of mone 
out of the kingdom, under the penalty of a confiſcation 
of all that ſhould' be intercepted in the carriage, and 


like wife of all the eſtates of the offenders, as well thofe 


that favoured as thoſe that were guilty of the infringe- 
ment of this law. The king gave a public proof how 
much he had this affair at heart, by the oath he made 
not to grant any pardon for this ſort of miſdemeanors; 
and even to hold all thoſe ſuſpected that ſhould dare to 
ſolicit him to the contrary: yet all this could only 
oblige thoſe perfons that cartied on ſuch practices to 
conceal them more carefully. I was of opinion, that 
one example would be more efficacious i in correctinę 
this obſtinate evil chan all the threats that had been 


publiſhed againſt it. I was not ignorant that a great 


many very — perſons, and even amongſt the 
courtiers themſelves, made a fund out of this pernicious 
traffic, either by ſuffering this money to paſs under their 
names, or by ſelling at a high price, the authority which 
enabled them to correfpond with the foreigners, and 
ſecured the privileges of paſſage. I thought it moſt 
prudent to apply -myſelf to thoſe who were employed by 
them for theſe correſpondences, and promĩſed them that, 
as a recompence for their diſcovery, they ſhoufd' have! 

the fourth part of thoſe fums that were ſeized by their 
informations; for the king having made over thefe con- 
fiſcations to me; I had a right to df iſpoſe of them. 


theſe-meansT was well ſerved.” 3 1 


K MONTH was ſcarce eue when 1 lber 
5 W 
e ae 1 2 1 notice 
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: for he commonly went clad in a coat of grey cloth, with only a . 


of ſattin or taffety, without any indented edgings, lace, or embroide 


be commended ſuch as dreſſed in that plain faſhion, and'ridiculed oth 


who. carried, ſaid he, their windmills and their old woods on their 
backs, Peref. oy iii. 
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notice from an inconſiderable man, the hors not be- 
ing willing to make themſelves known, that there were 


two hundred thouſand crowns in gold collecting to ſend 
abroad, which was to be ſent at two different times, 


and that the firſt carriage would be much leſs than the 


| ſecond. After having taken all the neceſſary precauti- 


—— 


ons, this ſum appearing rather too conſiderable for me, 


I thought myſelf obliged to mention it to the king, who 
made this qualification in the right he had given me, 
that if the ſum did not exceed ten thouſand 'crowns, I 


might appropriate it to myſelf, but that the overplus 


ſhould be his, Which will come, ſaid he, very ſea- 


c ſonably, having had ſome loſs at play that I durſt not 


<< tell you of, nor make up with my own money.” 1 


was not mercenary enough to wait for the profits of the 
ſecond carriage.. I ordered the firſt to be dogged, and 
with ſuch vigilance, that it was ſtopped half a league 


| beyond the territories of France. It could not be done 
in the kingdom, tho? but a quarter of a league from the 
b frontier, without furniſhing the offenders with a pretext 


for getting it releaſed. There was found in piſtoles, 
double piſtoles, and crowns of the ſun, to the amount 
of eight. and forty thouſand crowns, which had 
been concealed in ſome bales of common goods for ex 
portation. £ The king's reſolution on this article Was ſo 


well known, that the conduQors named no perſon as 
' Proprietor of it; and notwithſtanding all the-noiſe this 


ſeiſure made at court, . it. was diſavowed by every one; 
and this ſum was, by his majeſty, divided in this man- 
r: ſeventy- two thouſand: livres he reſerved for him- 
wh five and twenty thouſand he ordered ſhould be given 
Frogs? informer, and the remaining forty-ſeven thou- 
nd he left to me; promiſing me, that however large 

4 future capture might be, he would take no part of 
it from me. But after this, no more money was attempt- 


ed to be cafried out of the kingdom; this example. had 
4 given . general diſlike to ſo ruinous a traffic. N | 
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Tos that refers the chamber of juſtice þ 
whics was erected againſt the contractors, treaſurers, 
receivers, and others who had been guilty of miſdemea- 
nors in their offices, were likely, in appearance; to ex- 
erciſe far greater ſeverities. It was my advice; that 
theſe offenders ſhould not only be obliged to refund, 
but that thoſe who were convicted of embezzling the 
public treaſure ſhould be corporally puniſhed. Money 
however, the poſſeſſion of which covers all crimes it is 
the cauſe of, excepted this from the juſt rigour of the 
law 1. I would, were it poſſible, transfuſe into the 
breaſts of my countrymen ſome part of that indignation 
that fills mine, againſt ſo pernicious an abuſe, and all 
that contempt which I feel for thoſe that owe their 
elevation to it. If we conſider as a flight matter, the 
deſpicable light we appear in to our neighbours! by 
this ſhameful cuſtom (for none ſtrikes more directly 


at the honour of the nation) we cannot conceal from 


| ourſelves the evils it has given riſe to; nothing has 
contributed more towards perverting our ideas of pro- 

bity, candor, ' and diſintereſtedneſs, or to turn thoſe 

virtues into ridicule; nothing has more ſtrengthened 


that fatal propenſity to luxury, which is natural to 
all men, but is with us become a ſecond nature, 


by: ws | gen of 8 which makes us faſten 
0 | . amy 


- 


+ Otherwiſe called the royal 1 it cantall of a „ of 
the parliament of Paris, two counſellors, two maſters of requeſt, a preſi- 
dent and four counſellors of the chamber of accounts, a prefident and 
three counſellors of the court of aids, and one of the general ad vo- 
cates of the parliament, &c, Commiſſioners were ſent into the pro- 

eee to give them informations of ſuch as were guilty of any malver- 
ations 

1 The duke of Sully "WD to me to reaſon juſtly, hin in fuppobig; 
the utility of the chambers of juſtice, he requires, that they ſhould not 
confine their proceedings to pecuniary mulcts only, but join to theſe cor- 
poral puniſhments, And he ſeems to me to have ſtill greater reaſon, 
when, in the ſequel, he adviſes to ſuppreſs this method as abſolutely uſe- 
leſs ; and entirely aboliſh, in France, the uſage of compoſitions in farm- 
ing the finances: and this is likewiſe the opinion of cardinal Richelieu. 


Teſtament Polit. yy ch. iv. 4. 5. 
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h eagerly. upon every thing that can MER our paſ- 


ſions; and nothing in particular has ſo greatly de- 
graded the French nobility, as the rapid and dazzling 


fortunes of contractors and other men of buſineſs, by 
that opinion which they have circulated every where, 


nd which is indeed but too well grounded, that in 
rance this is almoſt the only method of arriving at the 
higheſt honours, and firſt employments of the ſtate, in 


 thejpoſſeſſion of which all is forgot, and to the attain- 


ment all is permitted. 
„To go to the Ae e virtue is ain the 


only. quality by which true nobility can, in France, 


be obtained, preſerved, or dignified: and in this prac- 
tice there will be found no nen or empty opinion, 
if it be conſidered, that precedence muſt naturally be 


granted to that rank, ay; Which all other claſſes of 


the community are preferved and ſupported in that 


LJecurity without which there can be no property: but 


this ſtate of life is not the way to a great fortune; 
this ſimplicity and ſeparation from lucrative purpoſes 


mew the antiquity and purity of the firſt inſtitution; 


By bravery nothing bnt honours could be got, becauſe 


ia; thoſe times honour was the only reward of glorious 


actions: in later days, ſince the notions of mankind 
are changed, and every thing is rated by the money 


which it brings, this generous body of nobility is 


brought in compariſon with the managers of the re- 
venue, the officers of juſtice, and the drudges of bu- 
ſineſs. But this compariſon terminates in an univerſal 
agreement, to pay to theſe gatherers of money that re- 
ſpect which muft always be ſhewn to thoſe who are 
poſſeſſed of power, and are, in fact, our ſuperiors, an 
— which: the fone have Were er apdeed, | 

bow 


Gn „be fide e Richelieu e of this abnſe, and propoſes 
2 remedy for it, according to the duke of Sully's ſcheme. Gentlemen, 
«© ſays he, cannot be promoted to places of truſt and dignity, but at the 
© expence of their ruin; for at prefect 1 ſorts. of N are N 
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| how ſhould, it be otherwiſe, when we ſee the nobilitx⁵ 
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et 10 them through the io famous traffic carried on by means of money. 


e For the future, all perſons ſhould be excluded from thoſe poſts, but 
6 thoſe that have the good fortune to be of noble birth.” This minifler 
concludes, in another place, after M. de Sully, “ That the means of 
©« continuing the nobility in that purity of manners which they derive 
dc from their avceftors (theſe are his words) is to retrench that luxury and 
intolerable. Meg which bave been gradually introduced,” Part J. 
ch. 11), F. 1. However, the impartiality which I profeſs obliges me to 
-agree, that the notions'of the duke of Sully are overſtrained; and that in 
this paſfage there is a little of what-may be called invective and idle de- 
clamation. I anticipate a remark, which we ſhall have occaſion to make 


in what follows, and that is, the alterations which have happened in the 


political ſtate of Europe from different conjunctures, and eſpecially from 
He ſpirit of commerce, which at this day ſeems to animate it, have 
obliged ſtates to recede a little from theſe old maxims which relate to lux- 
ury and'expence : and therefore what follows ſeems to me to be the mait 
reafonable method upon the whole. It is true, that that profeſſion which 
has for its end the defence of the ſtate, ought to be in the poſſeſſion of its 
principal dignfties; or, which is much & the ſame purpoſe, all manner 
of regard, honour, and reſpect, ſhould/be paid to them, The duke of 
Sully has therefore good reaſon to obſerve, that of all the profeſſions this 
| has moſt to fear from luxury and effeminacy. Hence that reluctance offi= 
cers ſhew to refide with their regiments': and that averſion of the young 
| Nobility to a ſtudy, which ought entirely to engage their atteotipn. Hence 
that Afiatic pomp of high living, and thoſe exceſſive pleaſures into which 
'arthics' are uſually plunged. Hence it follows, that ſoldiers, who from 
their youth have been only habituated to debauchery, are unable to un- 
derzo the fatigues and inconveniences of a campaign, Apd, laſtly, we 
will farther agree with M. de Sully, that the abuſes accruing from un- 
equal marriages, are at this day carried to an almoſt ſhameful height; and 
that, in general, we have too much neglected a piece of policy, which 
nas always been looked upon, and that with very good. reaſon, as one of 
the principal foundations of the ſtrength of a Rate, a ſtrict attention in 
making matrimony be honoured and reſpected. But after all theſe con - 
. ceffiofns, we muſt likewiſe agree, that one of the chief cares of a ſove- 
_ reign being to maintain and firengthen unanimity between his ſubjects, 
by baniſhing jealoußes from among the different ranks, and the mutual 
animofities of the ſeveral ordets towards each other, and war not being, 
as formerly, the true, and even the only means, of rendesing a kingdom 
flouriſhiag, the greateſt part of the maxims laid down with this view are 

unſupporiedi Would it not be much fitter to oblige the numerous fami- 
- Hes to divide themſelves equally among the different emploz ments is the 
army, the navy, the church, and commerce, and 40. permit the nobility 
to engage in trade, as a means without which it will henceforth be im- 
poſſible for the great families to ſupport themſelves? We will reſume the 
handling this ſubjeR pretty often; but it is certaip, in general, that a 
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meaneſt of che people, and making no ſcruple to mirt- 
gle the moſt illuſtrious blood in a ſhameful alliance with 
a dirty pedlar, who knows nothing but the change, his 
ſhop, his counter, and his knavery ? This abuſe is ne- 
ceſſarily productive of two others, confuſion of ranks, 
and degeneracy of families; which laſt is better proved 
by experience than argument. We need only take a 
view of that great number of mongril gentry-with which 
the court and city is filled, and we ſhall find them whol- 
Foo deſtitute of the plain. and manly virtue of their an- 
cCeeſtors; no depth of thought, no ſolidity of judgment, 
raſh, incopderate, a ſtrong paſſion for play, a natural 
I 1 - propenſity to diſſoluteneſs, a ſolicitude for dreſs, and 


vitiated taſte in every kind of luxury; that one would 
imagine they thought to exceed even the women in the 
effeminacy of their manners: yet theſe people engage 
in the army, but with ſuch diſpoſitions, to which is 
often added a ſecret contempt for the profeſſion they 
embrace, what can be expected from them This ſub- 
verſion of all order is indeed to be lamented, but is 
| Inevitable, while that profeſſion, which has only'glory 
1 for its object, is not exalted to the higheſt rank, and 
$f dignified with the chiefeſt honours, which, for that 
| e ne to be en from the e of For- 
: tune; 
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eee ** a attention is ſufficient to make it plain, that the. max- 
ims of government, as to politics and commerce, ſhould not at preſent be 
abſolutely the ſame as they were a thouſand years ago. It may be ima- 
 gingd, that as to the alterations neceſſary to be made in all theſe reſpecte, 
we could not do better than rely upon the various conjunQuures, and the 
natural diſpoſitions, Which render all mankind ſo clear-fighted with re- 
gard to their on intereſt and welfare. However, a fatal experience has 

' but too well taught us, how dangerous it is to leave to the giddy multitude 
the choice of the means how to arrive at it Of theſe alterations there 
ate ſome which ought to accompany, or follow; and be naturally ſubordi- 
nate to, each other; a thing which the rabble can neither diſcern nor re- 
liſh, There is in every thing exceſs or abuſe which they can neither fore- 
ſee nor prevent. And this is the great point in the art of government, an 
art which requires continual application and attention. The hand of the 
pilot is not neceſſary to bear up the veſſel upon the waves; but without it, 
me will in the end be daſhed againſt rocks, or at leaſt never be able to e 
her — for port. 
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tune; and ſince the infamy which we ſhould find theſe 


creatures of chance ſtained with, if we took pains to 
examine them, is not ſufficient to draw our contempt, 
it is neceſſary” they ſhould be branded with public 
marks of e to _—_— the rank A 5 to 
eee e e vos 


Tx king was ee bn the juſtneſs of- this rea- 


tonite However, in this chamber of juſtice, the 


ſame thing happened that generally does: the little 


rogues paid for all the reſt; the principal delinquents 
found their ſecurity in that very metal for which they 
were proſecuted; they made uſe of a ſmall part of it 
in preſents, which ſaved the other. This qualifying 
would not have prevailed with the king had it on 
employed directly; but it found acceptance with the 
ladies of the court, and even with the queen herſelf; 
they gained the conſtable, Bouillon, Bellegarde, Ro. 
quelaure, Souvre, Frontenac, and ſome others, ho; 
though not of this high claſs, knew as well how to 
Work upon the king's: inclinations; ſuch were Zamet; 
La Varenne, Gondy, Boneuil, Conchini, and many 
more of that ſort. The complaiſance of this prinee for 
all thoſe whom he ſuffered to live in ſome degree of fa» 
miliarity with him, and eſpecially for ladies, deſtroyed 


all his wiſe reſolutions, ſo that the ſtorm fell only upon | 


thoſe that had reaſon to reproach themſelves with not 


having yet ſtolen enough to put their thefts in ſegurity; . 


The retrenching of part of thoſe officers of all ranks; 
with which the bar and the finances abounded, and 


which was done at this time, was looked upon as the 
work of the chamber of juſtice. The great number of 


thoſe officers, as well as their extreme licentiouſneſs, 
are indubitable teſtimonies of the calamities that are in 
troduced: into a ſtate, and the forerunners of its ruin 


IN May the king and queen had the devotien to ce- 


kite the jubilee at Orleans. I attended their ma- 


mas as. far as balf a. league beyand, Fontainebleau, 
E 5 film 
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frors whence they proceeded that evening to Puiſeaux. 
I teok advantage of this little vacation, to viſit the 
lands of Baugy, which had been juſt awarded to me 
by a decree, for the great ſums which were due to me 
from theſe lands, and upon which I began to build im- 
: mediately with the confiſcated money I have lately 
mentioned. I was ſtopped within two leagues from 
the place where I intended to lie, by a courier from 
his majeſty, who called out to me while I was yet a 
great way before him. He brought me a letter from 
the king which contain only theſe few words. I 
| 4 gave you fix days for your journey to Baugy, but 
751 "ee received letters: of great conſequence from. 
„ Buzenval, which I want to ſhew you; you will 
5 oblige me if you will come and lie to-night here at 
% Puiſeaux, whither you need bring no neceſſaries. 
5 T have given orders for your lodging, and ſent thi- 
„% ther my huntmg-bed, and have ordered Coquet to 
“get your ſupper ready, and your breakfaft in the 
5: morning, for I il detain you no __ _— ny 
<: beloved frien e351 
1 ÞwrismeD wp . he: acddfapanigtl me, 2 9504 
night, and taking with me only two gentlemen, a page, 
and a valet de chambre, and one groom, I turned back 
to Puiſeaux, where I found the king, who was amuſing 
himſelf with ſeeing the youth of bis train wreſtle and 
leap in the court - yard of the priory. As ſoon as he 
ſaw-me, he, called Paſquier, who had been ſent to him 
7 Vilteroi with Bugenval's letters, which informed 
king that prince Maurice had taken the field with 
his army, which he had increaſed with garriſons drawn 
out of their quarters, and eſcorted by two thouſand 
waggons: that, with this army, he intended (as Bu- 
zenval had learned from the prince of Orange's officers; 
and from the prince himſelf) to croſs Brabant, the 
eounty of Leige, Hainault, and Artois, to gain by it 
510 rivers ee the een of France, * whence i 
he 
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he expected aſſiſtance, and bring the war to the neigh- 
bourhood of Gravelines, Berque-Saint-Vinox, Dun- 
kirk, and Nieuport ; that the archduke, greatly infe- 
rior to the prince of Orange, not having yet received 
155 troops which he expected from Italy and Germany, 
eheld thoſe preparations with aſtoniſhment, and durſt 
not oppoſe his march, but that he contented himſelf 
with; being near him, that he might oblige him to keep 
in a narrow compaſs, and that while he obſtructed him 
he might be himſelf near the place where he perceived 
the ſtorm would fall; that, finding this ſtep, which had 
been communicated to him, of great importance, he 
thought it was neceſſary to inform the king of it. 
Tur knowledge I had of the, Low Countries made 
this deſign of the prince of Orange appear to me ſo 
dangerous, that I thought it likely to draw upon him 
a total defeat. He would be obliged to march a great 
way within view of. the enemy and upon their fron- 
tiers, through countries ſo full of woods, hedges, and 
hollow, ways, particularly in Liegois, that I thought 
them impaſſable for ſuch a number of waggous; and 
the king was of the ſame opinion. After we had con- 
terred together a long time, he reſolved to ſend prince 
Maurice his ſentiments of it, and I reſumed my rout to 
Baugy, in which I viſited the lands of Sully, that I had 
a deſign of purchaſing, and did ſo accordingly the fol- 
lowing year. The king continued his, pilgrimage to 
Seer and laid there the firſt ſtone for the rebuilding 
of the church of the Holy Croſs: he afterwards return- 
ed to Paris, to which place 1 had come threę days be- 
HxxRx's letters changed the deſign of Naſſau; he 
befieged Rhimberg *, and took it on the tenth of June. 
The archduke Albert, in revenge, inveſted Oſtend on + 
the fifth of July. Maurice, on his ſide, laid ſiege to 
ED 1 7 oh 1 Bolduc, 


© + It will be often mentioned; this fiege, in which many brave sern 
5 | w 


Happen till November. 
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Bolduc, either to force the archduke to abandon kis 
enterpriſe, or to indemnify himſelf by the reduction of 
this place, which was looked upon to be the moſt im- 
portant fortreſs in Brabant. I was ſtill of opinion that 
he would do neither; and when the king ſent for me to 


hear my ſentiments of i it in the preſence of the courtiers 
who were by when the packet which brought the news 


was opened, and who all ſpoke differently of it, I ſaid 
that, although I was very young when T had vifited 


| Bolduc, I had nevertheleſs preſerved the remembrance 


of the place; and, that not to mention its ſituation, 
which rendered the ſiege of it a work of immenſe la- 
bour, it ſeemed to me impoſſible, conſidering the ex- 
tent of the place and the great number of its citizens, 
to ſurround | it in ſuch a manner as to hinder any one from 
going in or out, at leaſt without an army of twenty- 
five thouſand men. In effect, the prince of Orange 
failed in his attempt upon Boldues dut all this did not 


2 * 


Tux war breaking out ſo near our Fwbeiere; We 


| Henry reſolve to go to Calais, as if he had no other de- 


ſign Gap to viſit that country. Although he always fuſ- 
ected the Spaniards, he was not apprehenſive, in the 


- Preſent ſtate of the affairs of that crown, that they would 


be prevailed on to break the peace: but he was not dif- 
pleaſed at having an opportunity to give them a little 


uneaſineſs, in revenge for the daily occaſions of diſcon- 


tent Which he received from them. They acted, in- 
deed, in a manner ſufficient to have obliged his majeſty 
to do ſomething more, had not policy prevailed over re- 


ſentment. After many fruitleſs attempts to break the 


alliance between the - Swiſs cantons and France, and to 


binder the pope from acting as arbitrator in the diſ- 
pute about me F mehr ve Saluces, becauſe _ holi- 


* mb 


were ebenes on both ſides, having laſted above three years; but for a 
minute detail of them conſult. M. de Theu, 1 W and other 


| hiſtorians, 


- — 5 * 
7 
71 
, 


POE tact „ 15 kr. 2 


neſs could not dilpenle with himſelf for giving judgment 
againſt the duke of Savoy, they had ſent troops to that 
prince in the laſt campaign, under the command of the 
count de Fuentes. Their continued intrigues with mare- 
chal Biron, Bouillon, D' Auvergne, the prince of Join- 
ville, were publicly known. Biron himſelf had con- 
feſſed it to his majeſty; and laſtly, the king, at his 
return from Orleans, received certain intelligence of 
their practices wil the cities of Metz, p een g6 and 
Bayonne. 

Ar all this his wneity diſſembled his difpleaſirs; but 
nothing provoked him againſt that crown ſo much, as 
the outrage which La Rochepot “, our ambaſſador at 
Madrid, his nephew, and his whole: train had received 
from that court. La Rochepot gave an account of it 
in his letters. I ſwear by heaven, ſaid Henry 
tranſported with rage, that, if I can but once ſee 
“ my affairs in order, and get a ſufficient ſupply of 
„ money, and whatever elſe is neceſſary, I will make 
© ſo furious a war upon them, that they ſhall repent of 
„ having obliged me to take arms.“ However, he ſtill 
| ſhut his eyes upon ſo daring a violation of the rights of 
nations, but 1t was not without doing great violence to 
his inclinations. “ J ſee plainly,” ſaid this prince to 
me ſometimes, that through emulation, jealoufy, and 
<« intereſt of ſtate, France and Spain can never be on 
ow friendly terms with each other, and that a proper ſe- 
6c un; b e N crown mm as ſome other foun- 
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* e de Selly, count de la Rochepot, His nephew ada 
to bathe himſelf with ſome French. gentlemen, was inſulted by ſome Spa- 
niards, who flung, his cloaths, and thoſe of his companiong into the river; 
Theſe revenged themſelves for the affront by killing and wounding ſome 
of the Spaniards 3 ; thoſe that fled ſoon after returned to force open the 
ambaſſador's houſe, and thence dragged his nephew to priſon, with others 
of his aſſociates. that had taken ſhelter there. This difference was 
compromiſed by the pope, who cauſed the priſoners to be ſent to him to 
Rome, and delivered them to the count de Bethune, brother to M. de - 
Sully, ambaſſador of France at that court, See the above Wan 


hiſtorians for the year 1601. 


« «dation than me He Was n 8 | 


of the error in Villeroi and Sillery's policy, who often, 


in his preſence, maintained againſt me, that a ſtrict 


union with Spain was not only neither impoſſible nor 


dangerous for France, but likewiſe the moſt reaſonable 


ſyſtem of politics that ought to be embraced. To their 
arguments L oppoſed that competition ſo natural to theſe 


two crowns, the oppoſition of their intereſts, and the 


_ remembrance of ſo many recent injuries; and I con- 
| cluded that, with a neighbour ſo artful and unjuſt, the 


neceſſary meaſures to be taken were to hold them always _ 
ſuſpected, and to be always prepared for defence. The 
laſt news that came from Madrid gave me, for this time, 
the advantage over my opponents, at leaſt in the king's 
opinion, who heſitated no longer about going to Oſtend, 
fter he had diſmiſſed two celebrated embaſſies, which 
received about this time. 

Ox of theſe embaſſies was from the grand ſeignior, 
Pw 4 knowing that the ſophy of Perſia his enemy had 
Tent a ſolemn deputation to the pope, the emperor, and 
the king of Spain, without taking any notice of the 
king of France, againſt whom he ſeemed to make an 
overture of his aſſiſtance at the ſame time that he aſked 
for theirs, was returning one act for another. His 
baghneſs,! on this occaſion, made uſe of his phyſician, 
who“ was a chriſtian, and inveſted him with the digni- 
ty of his ambaſſador. The terms in which this haughty 
potentate expreſſed himſelf, with regard to the French+, 


diſcovered a diſtinction and —_— 1 Ts which there are 


> 


» nn Sant a renegado of Marſciltes, He W of the 
king that the duke of Mercaur ſhould be recalled from Hungary, becauſe, 
tar the Fr prophefies which the Turks believe, there is ous they ay, 
that t French ſhall drive the Turks out of Europe. 

F To the moft glorious, moſt magnanimous, and moſt uftrious prince 
of the faith of Fefus , . ; the compofer of the differences'that happen be- 
tween chriſtian — RAY prince of grandeur, majeſty, and opulence, and 
the gtoriovs leader of the greateſt ſubjects, Henry the IVth emperor of 
France; fuch were the titles Which his highneſs _ the King. M88, 
de la Biblioth, de Roi, vol. '9 592, - 
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few examples; he ſet a higher value, he ſaid, upon 
the friendſhip. and arms of the French, than of all the 
other chriſtian nations together; and that although they 
ſhould all unite with Perſia againſt him, he ſhould think 
himſelf in a condition to deſpiſe. their attempts, as ſoon 
as he had ſecured the alliance and aſſiſtance of a king, 
whoſe ſuperiority over all his neighbours, as well as 
his great perſonal qualities, he ared not to be 
ignorant of. The Turkiſh ambaſſador preſented his 
majeſty with ſeveral-rich preſents, and gave me two 
 ſcymetars of exquiſite ane which I hong is 
great care. 
Tux other ambaſſador was from the republic of 
Venice. This ſtate had been a long time, by a parti- 
cular alliance often renewed, and by their common in- 
| tereſt, united with France againſt the Spaniſh power: it 
had been amongſt the firſt in complimenting his moſt 
chriſtian majeſty upon his marriage and the peace, by 
the ſieurs Gradenigo and Delfin, the laſt of whom was 
likewiſe in this embaſſy. Henry was deſirous that theſe 
aðbaſſadors ſhould be received with the utmoſt diſtincti- 

on in Paris. He ordered them to be ſerved with his 
own plate, and loaded them with preſents of equal va- 
lue with thoſe he gave the firſt. The letters he then 
wrote to me turned almoſt wholly upon this head, for he 
was then at Fontainebleau with the queen, who was far 
advanced in her pregnancy, upon which account the 
king could not come immediately to Paris, and ſtill leſs 
the queen who had ſo great a concern in this embaſly, 
His majeſty ſhewed ſo much reſpect for the Venetian 
ambaſſadors, as not to ſuffer them to wait for. his return 
to Paris, but let them know that he would receive them 
at Fontainebleau, to e place bis coaches and . 
pages attended then. 

TE archdukes could not fail to ſuſpect, that the 
bi ng, by marching towards Calais, would endeavour 
to. 1 theit en upon Oſtend, by way of 

3 


repriſal for the ill treatment La Rochepot had re- 
ceived. In order to diſcover the purport of this jour- 
ney, they deputed to him the count of Sore in the 
quality of ambaſſador, under the Pretence of making 
him the ſame compliments on the queen's pregnancy 
which he received from all parts; enjoining this ambaſ- 
ſador to inſinuate a complaint of his journey, by which 
Sore gave a fair opportunity to the king, who, inſtead 
of ſatisfying him as to the occaſion of his complaints, 
made, in his return, very heavy ones againſt Spain, 
aſſuring him however, but in a general manner, that he 
would not be the firſt to come to a rupture, provided 
that the Spaniards did not force him to it by continuing 
their unfair proceedings. With this promiſe the ambaſ- - 
ſador pretended to be ſatisfied. | 
Tux queen of England hearing the king was at Ca- 

lais, thought it a favourable opportunity to ſatisfy her 
impatience of ſeeing and embracing her beſt friend. 
LW Henry was not leſs deſirous of this interview, that he 
1 might confer with the queen upon the affairs of Europe 
in general, as well as on their own in particular, eſpeci- 
| ally thoſe which had been juſt hinted to him by the 
+ Engliſh and Dutch ambaſſadors when he was at Nantz. 
; Elizabeth firſt wrote him a letter equally polite and full 

of offers of | ſervice ; ſhe afterwards made him the uſual 

compliments, and repeated thoſe aſſurances by the lord 
Edmund, whom ſhe diſpatched to Calais, till ſhe her- | 
ſelf could arrive at Dover, from whence the fent the lord 
| Sidney with other letters. | 

HENRV reſolving not to be dcn in ene 

anſwered theſe advances in a manner that ſhewed at 

once his reſpect for the ſex of Elizabeth, and his eſteem 

and admiration of her character. This intercourſe con- 

tinued a long time, to the great mortification of the 
Spaniards, whoſe jealouſy was ſtrong! y excited by prox- 

imity and cloſe correſpondence. Of all the e 


wrote ay theſe two- ſovereigns. on-this-occafion, I am 
poſſes 
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belle only" af cha- in | whict/s Eizabenh ibm 
the king of thoſe obſtacles that prevented her con- 


ferring with him! in perſon, lamenting the unhappineſs | 


of princes, who, contrary to their inclinations, were 
ſlaves to forms and fettered by circumſpe&ion. This 
letter , becauſe it was the occaſion of the voyage [I 
made to this princeſs, I have kept in my hands; in it 
ſhe tells her moſt dear and well beloved brother (for ſo 
ſhe called the king of France) that her concern at not 
being able to ſee him was ſo much the greater, as ſhe 
had ſomething to communicate to him which ſhe durſt 
not confide 5 any other perſon or commit to paper, 
and yet that ſhe was upon the point of nen ta 
er 1 

Tux king's euribſ ity was firongly excited by theſe 
laſt words; in vain did he torture his imagination to 
gueſs their purport. Secretary Feret being ſent oy him 


to fetch . ws 1 have Julke now received letters,” ' faid 


be 


7 1 * 


hn This letter, and this whole relation of the duke of Sully's 8 concern- 
ing] Henry the IVth's journey to Calais, and Elizabeth's to Dover, appear 
cient, ,without any other reflection, to ſhew the error of all thoſe 
various judgments current at that time, and which have been mentioned 
by different hiſtorians; concerning theſe two potentates. It was ſaid Eli» 
zabeth propoſed to Henry, either that he ſhould come to Dover, or at leaft 
confer with her in a veſſel half way between theſe two towns, and that 
«this propoſal concealed a ſnare in which Elizabeth hoped to entrap Henry 
by ſeizing upon his perſon in the interview, and keeping him p:iſoner till 
he reſtored Calais, and that Henry excuſed himſelf from complying with 
ber requeſt, only becauſe he ſuſpected the deſign ; others ſay, becauſe 
bis fears of the ſea were ſo great, that he durſt not venture into a veſſel. 
No one ſuſpected the · true motive for propofing this interview, which 


was the occaſion of all theſe letters that paſſed between them, and cauſed 


the duke of Sully to make the ſecret voyage to Dover, of which he here 
| gives an account. | Siri, on this occaſion, builds upon the reſentment 
which he ſuppoſes Elizabeth always preſerved, both of the peace of 
Vervins and the ſurrender of Calais, as well as her fear left Henry 
ſhould aggrandiſe himſelf too much, and on the jealouſy which the Eng- 
liſh entertained of the French. Mem. Recond, vol. I. p. 130, 150, &c, 
But this writer, ſo well acquainted with foreign negociations, eſpecially 
thoſe of Italy and Spain, is not Tight, neither in the facts nor the opini- 
ons which he produces concerning the interior of our court and councils 
under the reign of Henry the — He knew neither this prince nor the 
duke of Sully. 
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Hedges cc from my good ſiſter the queen of England 
hom you admire ſo greatly; they are fuller of ei- 
4 vilities than ever: ſee if you will have more ſucceſs 
e than I have had in diſcovering her meaning,” I 
agreed with Henry that it muſt be ſomething of great 
conſequence which enduced her to expreſs herſelf in 
this manner; it was reſolved therefore, that I ſhould 
embark the next day for Dover, as if with no other de- 
ſign than to take ad vantage of the ſhortneſs of the paſ- 
ſage to make a tour to London, which would give me 
an opportunity of ſeeing what ſtep the queen would 
take upon my arrival, neither the king nor [ doubting 
but that ſhe would be immediately informed of it. I 
- acquainted no one with my intended paſſage, but ſuch 
of my domeſtics as were to attend me, — of theſe 1 
took but a very ſmall number. by ige 
2 T E8MBARKED early in the morning, PU Y eaves 
Dover about ten o'clock, where, among the crowd of 
thoſe who embarked and diſembarked, I was immedi- 
ately diſcovered by the lord Sidney, who five or fix days 
before had ſeen me at Calais: with him were Cobham, 
Raleigh, and Griffin, and they were ſoon after joined 
' by the earls of Devonfhire and Pembroke. Sidney em- 
braced me, and aſked me if I was come to ſee the 
queen; I told bim 1 was not, and even affuted him that 


8 


8 * 


Deum. 9 a 


F en. 


f = the king knew. nothing of my voyage: I likewiſe in- 


treated him not to mention it to the queen, for not 


f having had any intention of paying my reſpects to her, 
b I had no letter to preſent, my deſign being only to make 


a ſhort tour incognito to London. Theſe ,gentlemen 
replied ſmiling, that | had taken an uſeleſs precaution, 
for” that probably the guardfhip had already given a 
; | ſignal of my arrival, and that I might quickly expect 
5 to ſee a meſſenger from the queen, who would not ſuf- 
| fer me to paſs in this manner, having but three days 
ago ſpoke of me publicly and in very obliging terms. 
1 affected” to be 8 concerned at this unlucky 
| | accident 
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1601. 
accident, but to hope nevertheleſs, that I might ſtill paſs 


o A mL a 


undiſeovered, provided that theſe gentlemen would be 
ſecret as to the place where I was to lodge; from 


whence, I aſſured them, I would immediately depart as 
ſoon as I had taken à little refreſnment: nia this 1 


left them abruptly, and had but juſt entered my apart- 
ment, and ſpoke a feu words to my people, when T 
felt ſomebody embrace me from behind, who told me, 
that he arreſted me as a priſoner to the queen. This 
was the captain of her guards, whoſe embrace I return- 


ed, and replied ſmiling, that I ſhould eſtoem: Fuch « 1 


ſonmont a great honour. 


His orders were to condut me je direQly to ths queens 
I therefore followed him. It is well, M. de Roſny, 


ſaid this princeſs to me 2s ſoon as 1 appeared, © and do 


56 you break our ferices thus, and paſs on without coming 
ce to ſee me; I am greatly ſurpriſed at it, for T thought 
2 27 Ju bore me more affection than any of my ſervants, 

and I am perſuaded that I have given you no cauſe to 
ce « change thoſe ſentiments. I replied in few words, but 
ſuch as ſo gracious a reception required. After which 1 


began, without any diſguiſe, to entertain her with thoſe 


ſentiments the king my maſter had for her. To give 
5 you a proof,“ replied ſhe, <* that I believe all you 
e have told me of the good-will of the king my brother, 
© and of your own, I will diſcourſe with you on the 


* {ſubject of the laſt letter I wrote to him; though . 


£ perhaps you have ſeen it, for Stafford (t hat 1s the 


66 name of the lord Sidney) and-Edmund tell _ that 


the king conceals few of his fecrets from you.” She 


then drew me aſide, that ſhe might ſpeak to me with 


the greateſt freedom, on the preſent ſtate of affairs in 


Europe; and this ſhe did with fuch ſtrength and clear- 


neſs, beginning from the treaty of Vervins, that I was 
convinced this great queen was truly worthy of that 
high reputation ſhe had acquired in Europe. She 
eanred into this detail, only to [Gow me how neceſſary 
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it was that the king of France ſhould, in concert with 
her, begin to execute thoſe great deſigns which they 
both meditated againſt the houſe of Auſtria. The 


neceſſity of this ſhe founded upon the acceſſions this 


houſe was daily ſeen to make: ſhe repeated to me all 
that had paſſed on this ſubject in 1598, between the 
king and the Engliſh and Dutch ambaſſadors, and aſked 


me if this prince did not ſtill continue to have the ſame 


ſentiments, and GY he ſo way nee to begin the en- 
terpriſe. 

To theſe queſtions of queen Elizabeth, I anſwered, 
That his moſt chriſtian majeſty {till continued to think of 
that affair as he always had. done: that the men and 


money he was raiſing, and the other warlike preparati- 


ons he was making, were deſtined to no other purpoſe 
than the execution of the concerted plan; but that in 
France things were far from being in ſuch a ſtate, as to 
enable him to undertake the deſtruction of a power ſo 
ſolidly eſtabliſhed as that of the Auſtrian princes. This 
I proved, by the extraordinary expences Henry had 
been at ſince the peace of Vervins, as well for the gene- 
ral neceſſities of his kingdom, as to reſtrain the attempts 
of the ſeditions, and to carry on the war which he had 
juſt ended with Savoy. I did not diſſemble with this 
' Princeſs the opinion I had always entertained of this en- 
terpriſe, which is, that though England and the United 
Provinces ſhould uſe their utmoſt endeavours to reduce 
the houſe of Auſtria, unleſs they were aſſiſted by all 
the forces of the French monarchy, and on whom, for 
many reaſons, the chief weight of this war muſt fall, 

the houſe of Auſtria, by uniting the forces of its two 
branches, might, without any difficulty, not only ſup- 
port itſelf againſt them, but even render the balance 
equal; it would therefore be uſeleſs, and even an im- 


prudent attempt, to endeavour to ſap the foundations 


of ſo formidable a power, by the ſame means only that 


ſerve * to keep upon the defenſive with it: and 
It 


DT | 2 Ext 


it would be indiſpenſibly neceſſary to defer the attempt 


my; and would, in conjunction with her allies, endea- 


the houſe of Auſtria... _ f 


| theſe were not ſo much my own as Henry's ſentiments! 


underſtand as much, by confeſſing, that they appeared 


on which all the parties could not be too ſoon agreed, 


Great Britain, nor yet by the kings of Sweden and 
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for ſome years, during which, France would acquire 
all ſhe now wanted, to enable her to ſtrike more effec _ 
tually the blow that was preparing for the common ene 


vour to engage the neighbouring princes and ſtates in 
their deſigns, the princes of Germany eſpecially, who 
were more immediately enen by the ee of 


Ir was eaſy for the queen of Datlarnk+ to compre- 
1504 by the manner in which I expreſſed myſelf, that 


which I communicated to her, and ſhe gave me to 


ſo juſt and rn to her, that ſhe could not avoid 
adopting them : adding only, that there was one point 


which was, that the ultimate view of the intended . 
combination being to confine the power of the houſe: | 


of Auſtria within juſt bounds, it would be neceſſary: 
that each of the allies ſhould ſo proportion all his 
deſires or expectations which he might conceive in the 
conſequence. of the event, as that none of, them might. 
be capable of giving umbrage to the reſt: ſuppoſing, 
for example, that Spain ſhould be deprived of the LO 
Countries, neither the whole nor any part of this ſtate 
was to be coveted, either by the king of France, or 

the king of Scotland, who would one day become ſo of 


Denmark, already ſufficiently powerful by ſea and land 
to make themſelves reſpected by the other allies; and 
the ſame conduct ought to be obſerved with regard to 
all the other ſpoils that might be taken from the houſe 
of Auſtria by thoſe princes whoſe dominions ſhould 
happen to be neareſt to the conquered countries; 
For if my brother, the king of France, ſaid ſhe, 
60 mould think of making himfelf. proprietor, or even 

« only 
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cc only feodal lord of the United Provinces, T ſhould 


c never conſent to it, but entertain a moſt violent 


e jealouſy of him; nor ſhould I: blame him, if, giving 
66. him _— occaſion, he ſhould have the ſame fears 


* were not the only 0 1 0 by the 
queen of England; ſhe faid many other things, which 
appeared to me fo juſt and ſenſible, that I was filled 
with aſtoniſhment and admiration. It is not unuſual to 
behold princes form great deſigns ; their fphere of 


. aQtion ſo forcibly inclines them to this, that it is only 
neceſſary to warn them of the extreme, which is, the 


projecting what their powers are ſo little proportioned 


to perform, that they ſcarce ever find themſelves able 


to execute the half of what they propoſed; but to be 
able to diſt inguiſh and form only fach as are reaſonable; 
wiſely to regulate the conduct of them; to foreſee and 


guard againſt all obſtacles in ſuch a manner, that when 


they happen, nothing more will be neceffary, than to 
apply the remedies prepared long before. This is what 
few princes are capable of. Ignorance, proſperity, 
e vanity, nay, even fear and indolence, daiſy pro- 
duce ſchemes, to execute which there is not the leaſt 


ity. Another cauſe of ſurpriſe to me was, that 


Elizabeth and Henry, having never conferred togerher 
on their political project, ſnould agree ſo exactly in 


all their ideas, as not to differ even i in the moſt minute : 


particulars. 

IT'nE queen, obſerving my eyes were atentively 
fixed on her without ſpeaking, imagined ſhe- had ex- 
preſfed herſelf ſo confuſedly in ſomething ſhe had faid,' 


that I was unable to comprehend; her meaning. But 


when I ingenuguſly confeſſed to her the true cafe of my 
lence and ſurpriſe, ſhe then, without ſcruple, entered 


into the moſt minute parts of the defign : but as I ſhall 
have an ample occaſion. to treat of this, in relating the 
vey ſchemes * were n by the untimely 


death 
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death of Henry IV. I ſhall not trouble the reader with 
uſeleſs repetitions; but in this place juſt ſhew the five 

principal points to which her majeſty reduced ſo exten- 


ſive a ſcheme, as from the fequel of theſe Memoirs this 


will appear to have been. The firſt! was, to reſtore 
Germany to its antient liberty, in reſpect to the election 
of its emperors, and the nomination of a king of the Ro- 


mans. The ſecond, to render the United Provinces ab- 


ſolutely independent of Spain; and to form them into 


a republic, by annex ing to them, if neceſſary, ſome 


provinces difmembered from Germany. The third, to 
do the ſame in regard to Switzerland, by incorporating 


with it ſome of the adjacent provinces, particularly 


Alſace and F ranche-Compte. The fourth, to divide 
all Chriſtendom into a certain number of powers, 


as equal as may be. The fifth, to reduee all the 
various religions in it under thoſe three which would 


appear to be moſt numerous gy” ere eee in 


E b Mit 

ur. ee was very Sek 1 cannot beflow 
praiſes upon the queen of England that would be equal to 
the merit which I diſcovered in her in this ſhortitime, 
both as to the qualities of the heart and the underſtand- 
ing. I gave an exact relation of every thing that paſſed 
between us to the king, who very highly approved all 
ſhe had faid to me. Their majeſties correſponded by 
letters, during the reſt of the time they ſtaid at Dover 
and Calais. All preliminaries were agreed on; mea- 
ſures were taken even on the grand objecæ of the deſign, 
but with ſuch ſecrecy, that the whole of this affair re- 


mained to the death of the king, and even much longer, 


among the number of thoſe in which only various and 
uncertain conjectures are formed. 
Tux king did not return to Paris till he had carefully 


examined; alf che fortreſſes. upon his frontier, and provid- 


ed for their ſecurity: in every other reſpect, he ap- 
peared an 1 indifferent ſpectator of the quarrel. between. 


1 as 
4 


n ; 
— 2 
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* 
7 75 2 


os MEMOIRS Bock XII. 


the Spaniards and the Flemiſh/: and all he did in favour 
of Oſtend, the ſiege of which was ſtill continued, 


was not to hinder ſome French from engaging in the 


ſervice of the prince of Orange, in which ſeveral of 
them loſt their lives; amongſt theſe, the death of 
young t Chatillon-Coligny, whoſe head was ſhot off by 
a cannon- ball before Oſtend, deſerved to be particularly 
lamented. The king, when he was told it, ſaid public- 
ly, that France had loſt a man of great merit: myſelf, 
in particular, was ſenſibly afflicted at his death. Colig- 
ny, at an early age, had already united almoſt all the 
qualities that form a ſoldier; valour, moderation, pru- 


dence, judgment, and the art of making himſelf equally 


beloved by the ſoldier and officer. | 

Bur Coligny was a proteſtant; and the jealouſy of 
the courtiers ſoon converted all theſe virtues into ſo 
many crimes, in the opinion of the king; they told his 
majeſty, that Coligny already aſpired to the diſtinction 
of being head of the proteſtants, both within and with- 
out the kingdom, to which he was ſolicited by the duke 


of Bouillon; that he deſired nothing with ſo much ar- 


dour as to equal, or even to ſurpaſs, the actions of his 


father and grandfather; and had been heard to declare, 


that he ſhould not regret the loſs of life, if he had the 


ſatisfaction to loſe it at the head of an army, fighting 
for the preſervation of his friends. His affe ction for the 


ſoldiers was treated as an artful and dangerous artifice. 
They hinted to the king, that he had already raiſed a 


jealouſy in the prince of Orange; and that his ma- 


jeſty would one day have reaſon to fear a ſhoot from 
a- ſtock that had given ſo much trouble to our kings. 


Henry was ſo far aaa * an a uin that 


when 


+ Henry d de Tete, land of Chatillon, 1 to ages N Nes deb 


to the admiral de Coligny : he carried to the aſſiſtance of Oftend a regi- 


ment of 800 French, According to Brantome, the houſe of Chatillon- 
Coligny came originally from Savoy, of a very noble and ancient lineage, 


as he ſays, and who were formerly YE princes, and very n 


Tom. III. p. 193. 
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when TI went to aſk ſome favours of him for the mother 
and brother of Coligny, he. dwelt continually upon what 
he had heard, and had given but too much credit to, 
and appeared to me not only full of indifference for the 
death of Coligny, but alſo ſo greatly prejudiced againſt 
the whole family, that I deſiſted from a ſolicitation 
which could not but be prejudicial to myſelf, my con- 144 
nexions and conformity of religion with the deceaſed: Aa 

conſidered. | 1 
Tux king, at his return to Fontainebleau, had the 

pleaſure to find the queen in as good a ſtate of health as 
he left her. He was ſeldom from her during her preg- 
nancy, and took all poſſible care of her health . In a, 

letter he wrote to me forme days before the queen — 

in, he ſays, Bring no people of buſineſs with you at | 
this time, no mention muſt be made of it during the „ 
&«& firſt week of my wife's lying - in; we ſhall have ſuth-- 9 
% cient employment to hinder her from getting cold. 
Ar length, the moment that was to fill the king, the 
queen, and the whole kingdom with joy, arrived; the 
queen was, on ther 5th of September +, delivered of a. 
ſon, whoſe ſtrong health, as well as the queen's, filled 


the ed re with the n eee tet I be- 
1 lieve ; 


* «6 We 1 * Bayle, in th 1 a 1 4 es 1686, 
cc that Henry recommended to Louiſa Bourgeois, a very fkilful midwife, 
ce Who laid the queen, to perform her office ſo carefully, as that there 
4, migbt be no occafion ſor employing a man · mid wiſe. Since this, added 
c he, would ſhock female modeſty.” E 

+ On Thurſday night about midnight. 

1 Perefixe' ſays, on the contrary, „That the labour was very diffi- 
« cult, and the child ſo much fatigued, that it was quite. purple 
« when it was, born, which probabl impaired its vital principles, 
« and broke its conflitution, The king, imploring the blefling ef 
cc heaven upon the infant, gave him alſo his own. benediction, and 
« put his ſword into his hand, praying God, that he would be pleaſ- 
« ed to give him grace to. make uſe of it only for his glory, and the 
cc defence of his people.” Matthieu ſpeaks in the very ſame terms: 
66 2 deareſt, ſays he to the queen, be of good cheer, for God has 

anted us what we wanted.“ This writer that a ſhock of 
ol, III. F an 


„„ MEM Or RIS Bock XII. 


lieve I may e affirm, that this incident gave 
me more joy than any one elſe. I was attached to the 
king's perſon by the moſt tender ties of affection, an 
affection which I felt in a higher degree than the moſt 
faithful of his ſubje ts, and was therefore more intereſt- 
ed in his happinefs. He was ſo well convinced of this: 
truth, that he did me the honour to give me notice of 
the birth of his ſon in a billet, which, at ten o' clock at 
night, he ſent from Fontainebleau to Paris, where I 
then was; it contained only theſe few words : ** The 
cc queen is juſt delivered of a fon ; I ſend you the news, 
* that you may rejoice with me.” - Beſides this billets) 
which he wrote as to a friend, he ſent me another 
the next morning by La- Varenne, as grand maſter of 
the ordnance; he there mentioned the birth of the 
Dauphin as an occaſion of inexpreſſible delight to him, 
cc Not ſo much, ſaid he, for the near concern I have 
&« jn this incident, as for the general good of my ſub- 


nal; which was performed in ſuch a manner, that the 
report was heard even at Fontainebleau. On this oc- 
caſion it was not neceſſary to order public rejoicings: 
all his Majeſty's ſubje&s, from the firſt to the meaneſt, 
concurred in giving demonſtrations of it, in which fear 
and policy had no part. 

FTxx king's ſatisfaction was only interrupted by a 
Night indiſpoſition, which he had drawn upon him-. 
ſelf. © La-Riviere + was his firſt phyſician, a man who 


that blend it with the profeſſion. of judicial. aſtrolo- 


had been in the family of the Duke of Crag who refigned him to 
the king. og: | | | 


60 jeQs.” He ordered me to fire the cannon of the arſe- 


had little more religion than thoſe generally have 


gy; yet the world did him the honour to ſuppoſe, 


that he concealed the e . a a hg. under | 
the ; 


© * 
00 


an , earthquake v was felt two 2 aſter . Tom. II. {OR ii. 
P. 447. . 
+ La-Riviere ie D' Alibouſt i in the place of firſt phyßeian: he 7 


160... O0 F.S U UL 


the appearance of a catholic. Henry, who already 
felt a tenderneſs for his ſon, that filled him with an ea- 
ger anxiety to know his fate, having heard that La-Ri- 
viere had often ſucceeded wonderfully in his predictions, 
commanded him to calculate the Dauphin's nativity 
with all the ceremonies of his art; and that the exact 
moment of his birth might be known, had carefully 
ſought for the moſt excellent watch that could be pro- 
cured. It appeared, that the king thought no more f 
this deſign till about a fortnight after, when he and I 
being alone together, the converſation turned upon the 
predictions of La-Broſſe, which I have formerly men- 
tioned, concerning his majeſty and me, which we had 
found ſo exactly accomplithed. Henry's inclination to 
make the experiment with his ſon receiving new ſtrength 
by this diſcourſe, he ordered La-Riviere to be ſent for. 
THE phyſician, without taking any notice of it, had 

proceeded | in his work. M. de La-Riviere, ſaid * 
«© king to him, we have been talking of aſtralogy 
% what have you diſcovered concerning my ſon ???,, Zi. 
% had begun my calculations, replied La Riviere, but 
J left them unfiniſhed, not caring. any longer to! 
“ amuſe myſelf with a ſcience which I have always be⸗ 
“ lieved to be in ſome degree criminal.” The king! - 
immediately diſcovered that this anſwer was not ſins: 
cere, and that he concealed his thoughts, either through 
an apprehenſion of offending his Majeſty, or from an 
effect of ill- humour, whim, or the caution of an aſtro- 
loger, who held it dangerous to diſcloſe his ſecrets. 
* I ſee plainly, ſaid Henry, that you are not reſtrain= 
ec ed by motives of conſcience; you are not of the 
© number of perſons that are ſo very ſcrupulous; but, 
& in reality, you are afraid of not being able to tell 
me truth, or of making me angry; but whatever it 
6s be, I will, know it, and I command you, on my 
15 PT to fea freely,” La-Riviere ſuffered» 
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kidaſelf:to/ibe preſſed Mill longer; and at laſt, with 


a diſcontented air, either real or diſſembled, ſaid, 


Sire, your fon will live out the common age of a 
% man, and will reign longer than you; but his in- 


« clination- and yours will be very different ; he will 
<< be obſtinate in his opinions, often governed by his 


< dn whims, and ſometimes by thoſe of others: it 
<.:wilt be ſafer then to think than to ſpeak: "impending 
es ruin threatens your former ſociety: all the effects 


©. of your prudence will be deftroyed : he will per- 
« form great things, will be fortunate in his deſigns, 


< and make a great figure in Europe: in his time 
6 there will be a viciſſitude of peace and war: he will 
c have children: and after him things will grow worſe. 


«+ This is all you can know from me, and more than IL 


6c had refolved to tell you.” The king, after muſing 
a little while on what he had heard, ſaid to La-Riviere, 
*. You mean the proteſtants, I know; but you ſpeak 

& thus becauſe you are well inclined towards them.“ 
& J underſtand, faid La- Riviere, what you would 
< have, but I ſhall fay no more.” His Majeſty and 
I continued tegether a long time in converſation, 
making refleQions on every word that had been ſpoken 


by . which remained ſtrongly on the king 's 


mind. 
Ir was not poſſible for me to ſtay long at Fen- 


taincbleav ; ; but the king continued to give me, with 


great kindneſs, an account of every thing that hap- 


pened. You cannot imagine, ſays he in one of 


his letters, “ how well my wife is recovered of her 


« lying-in; ſhe dreſſes her head herſelf, and talks 
415 already of getting up.“ In another, nine days af- 


ter her delivery, he ſays, * The queen goes already 
ce jnto her cloſet; ; ſhe has a conſtitution ſurpriſing- 


e ly ſtrong! my fon likewiſe is very well, I thank 


Ez "God: theſe are the beſt news I can ſend a faith- 


ful and. an affectionate rin, whom I tenderly 


cc love.“ 


166. OF SULLY. ort 


ce love +, Henry ſent his ſon to Saiht-Germain to 

be nurſed, on account of the goodneſs of the air: and 
by one of thoſe little ſtrokes of popularity which ſhew 
the heart better than more oſtentatious actions, he would 
have him ſhewn to all Paris; for which purpoſe, he was 
carried operily through the midſt of that great city. 
The Pariſians, by repeated acclamations, expreſitd 
their pleaſure at this ſight. 

Tux king had made a promiſe to the queen, that if 
ſhe brought him a ſon, he would preſent her with the 
_ caſtle of Monceaux. My wife,” ſaid he, in a letter 
to me, © has gained Monceaux, by giving me a ſon; 
ec therefore I defire you will ſend for the preſident For- 
„ get, to confer with him about this affair, and take 
“ his advice concerning the ſecurity that muſt be given 
e to my children, for the ſum which I pay for Mon- 
c ceaux.“ The city of Paris having likewiſe promiſed 
the queen a preſent of a ſuit of tapeſtry hangings for her 
lying-in, his majeſty, in this letter, reminded me to de- 
mand it: an infanta t was born in Spain, about the ſame 
time that Providence gave a prince to France. 

Tux negotiation, ſo many years depending with the 
grand duke of Florence, was concluded this year: that 
the reader may underſtand the occaſion of it, it is ne- 
ceſſary he ſhould know, that, under the reign of Henry 
the third, Ferdinand de Medicis, grand duke of Flo» 
rence, took advantage of the troubles that then raged in 
France, to poſſeſs himſelf of the little iſles of Pomegue, 
Ratoneau, and If, with its caſtle in the neighbourhood 
of Marſeilles. Henry, fully reſolved to make tlie grand 
duke reftore them, ordered d'Oſſat, who was then on 
the other ſide of the 8 to e them, in the 
| 1 year 


+ The original of this letter of Henry w. to M. 4 Sully i is ain REY 

2 x 3 Fontainebleau, the 27th of Auguſt.” Cabinet de 
e due de Sully 

ae Anna A Mianete, afterwards queen of Frante, born the” 248 


e tember 
5 U eee, 
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4 year 1 398. The grand duke not daring to refuſe them 7 


abſolutely, repreſented only, that he had expended great 


ſums of money upon theſe iſles, which he could not re- 


ſolve to loſe: d'Oſſat of himſelf removed this obſtacle, 


by engaging that the king his maſter ſhould indemnify” 
him for theſe expences, by paying him three hundred 


thouſand crowns, for which twelve of the richeſt and 
moſt conſiderable perſons in France ſhould be ſecurity +, 
as if his majeſty alone had not been ſufficient to anſwer 
for ſo ſmall a ſum. The king, without greatly attend- 
ing to this condition, ratified the treaty; and a ſhort 
time after the chevalier Vinta was ſent by the duke of 
Florence to conclude, with Gondy, the buſineſs of the 
W . upon this plan. 

Tx two agents did not go out of the council to ſeek 
r their ſecurities, and the affair was propoſed to me 


among the reſt: this method of proceeding with a king, 
whoſe power no part of Europe was ignorant of, ap- 


peared to me ſo uncommon, that I could not help 
laughing at thoſe who mentioned it to me. Villeroi 
took pains to repreſent to me the neceſſity of diſen- 


gaging d' Oſſat from his word: I replied, that there ne- 


ver had been any bankers in my family; for indeed, this 
was rather the buſineſs of bankers than of gentlemen. 
None of the others, ſaid Villeroi, have made any diffi- 


culty about it. I believe it, anſwered I with ſome in- 


dignation, for they are all either deſcended from traders 
As $08 FEE; 5 AE 3 or 


N + This 3 is, in effect, the Loot of the Gfth W of the treaty 4 


pa ed on the 1ſt of May, 1598, between the king of France and the 


grand duke of Tuſcany, by the intervention of cardinal d'Oſſat, which 
may be ſeen at full length at the end of the collection of this cardinal's let- 
ters. The duke of Sully does not here reproach M. d'Oſſat with any thing 

which he had not already excuſed in the letter which he wrote to his ma- 


jeſty, on the 5th of May 1598, immediately after the conclufion of this 


treaty, and: like ewiſe in that to M. de Villeroi, of the 4th of- Auguſt fol- 
lowing,. He aftet warde cleared himſelf more fully, in a long memorial, 
which is alſo inſerted at the end of this collection. However, we cannot 
thinle the reaſons. which M. de Sully produces againſt this con vention 
groundleſs, nor believe that the duke * Florence would * broke the 


treaty without that condition. 


| Was of the houſe of Montaffié +. My report was not 


5% BI BY th bf. - ag 4 


or . Hereupon there aroſe a diſpute in the 
council, Which Was reported to the king, who only 
N rx and ſaid they had done wrong to mention it to 
me without firſt informing him, ſince he had not ac- 
quainted me with it himſelf. I am aſtoniſhed,”? add- 
ed he, that he did not give a ſtill ruder anſwer: you 
4, cannot be ignorant of his temper, and how highly he 
cc values himſelf upon the nobility of his birth: let this 
«, affair be concluded without his or any other per- 
cc ſons entering into any obligation; I gave no permiſ- 
6 ſion to the biſhop of Rennes to agree to ſuch an ex- 
„ pedient.”* The grand duke did not allow himſelf to 
be. ſolicited upon this head; he ſet the king free from 
the obligation of the twelve ſecurities, out of regard to 
his perſon. The act for it was paſſed on the fourth of 
Auguſt 1598, but the affair was on neither ſide con- 
cluded till the chevalier Vinta arrived in 16. 
I was likewiſe employed to ſettle certain eſtates in 
Piedmont, for which the count of Soiſſons was deſirous: 
of treating with his majeſty : they came to him by the 
death of the princeſs. of Conti, in right of his wife, who- 


very: favourable. for the count: I repreſented to the 
king, that theſe eſtates, which had been too highly va- 
lued, were likewiſe ſubject to ſo much litigation, and 
were ſo diſadvantageouſly ſituated, that theſe conſidera- 
tions ought greatly to leſſen the price. The count of 
Soiſſons thought proper to diſſemble the reſentment he 
entertained againſt me for this declaration. | 
FRESN R- CAN AVE was appointed ambaſſador to 
Venice, and Bethune my brother to Rome, to the 


ee coprtifieation allet the:. other miniſters, eſpecially 
| Villeroi 


The prince of Conti was firſt married to Jane de Coeme, lady Bon- 
| ng and widow of Lewis count de Montaffié in Piedmont: and the 
count de Soiſſons had married Anne de Montaffiẽ, daughter to that Lewis 
by the 8 Jane de Coëme. 
; 55 Th Wp Canaye de "Om! : Philip de Bethune, count de elles and 
e aroſt, 
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Villeroi and Billery; with whom/I had often diſputes, 
which the king had many times endeavoured to pre- 
vent. Theſe two gentlemen had undertaken to ex- 
clude me from any concern in foreign affairs, the 
nizance of which they pretended belonged only to 
them. The nomination to embaſſies falling under this 
head, they told his majeſty, in my preſence, that, for 
the embaſſy to Rome, they had abler perſons to pro- 
Poſe to him than Bethune, who, they ſaid, had no 
knowledge of the affairs of that court, and had yet per- 
formed no conſiderable ſervice to the ſtate. My bro- 
ther had, however, already been charged with the em- 
baſſy to Scotland, of which he had acquitted himſelf 
well; and it could not be denied that he was eireum- 
ſpeck, wiſe, and honeſt; qualities which, in my opi- 
nion, are not among the leaſt that are eſſential to an 
ambaſſador. What theſe gentlemen ſaid, therefore, 
was as falſe as it was contemptuous; and this I made 
them ſenſible of in my anſwer, by ſhewing them the va. 
lue of thoſe ſervices which the ſtate received from the 
military art, and which thoſe e pgs en nen 
below all others. Lins 
| VIILEROI, piqued in his turn that 1 had not given 
3 the firſt rank to his, maintained” his cauſe with great 
Wo Heat and animoſity: His majeſty found himſelf obligec 
\'F to command us to be ſilent, telling us, that he was of- 
Sr oO fended at our holding ſuch diſcourſe in his preſence ; 
W | and that, without entering into a diſcuſſion of our ſer- 
WW: vices, we ought to be ſatisfied that he was pleaſed with 
| them. I aſked the king's pardon for daring, after this 
prohibition, to add a few words to cloſe the mouths of 
Fr rſons who ſo-unjuſtly placed the lazy buſineſs of the 
law, and the quiet employments of the cabinet, above 
F the toils, the dangers, and expence of the military pro- 
feſſions; and I truly (poke: my ſentiments of ſuch parti» 
. 7 Well, well,“ ſaid Henry, interrupting me, 


I pardon. n and take; your words, a8 # but 
ut 
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« but upon condition that, for the future, you will 


cc avoid theſe little debates; and that when one of you 
& recommends. his friend to my favour, the others do 
6. not oppoſe it, but ſubmit to my choice: at c 


6 I determine in favour of the ſieur de Bethune, 


< whoſe family, wiſdom, probity, and even capacity, 
c eſteem, having employed him in many affairs both 


cc of peace and war, which he has acquitted himſelf of 


c worthily.” The king promiſed Villeroi that, aſter 
my brother's return, he would diſpoſe of the embaſſy 
to Rome according to his recommendation. He then 
put an end to his walk, which this quarrel had pro- 
tracted to more than two hours, and went to dinner. 
I went ſeveral times this year to Fontainebleau, to re- 
ceive his majeſty's orders concerning affairs that could 


no otherwife be communicated to him, and, being often, 


and for a confiderable time at 2 diſtance from each: 
other, I received, as uſual, a great number of letters 
from this prince: that in which he mentions the mate · 


chal d'Ornano +, who had given him ſome cauſes of 


complaint, has ſomething ſingular in it. I never, ſays 
* Henry, ſaw ſo much obſtinacy and i ignorance toge-- 
ther in one man, but I pronounced him dangerous; 
&« he has reached the ſummit of inſolence. Take care: 
«that he gives me no occaſion to be convinced what 
e he is, that is, unworthy of the honours that I have 
© beſtowed. upon him: his fidelity only could deſerve: 
them; his many acts of diſobedience will ſoon take 
ce away "all claim to that character: to ſay the truth, 
I am quite tired of him.“ The ſtates of Languedoc 
5 meeting this year, the king wrote to me, that he muſt 
transfer the place of their fitting to the Lower Langue-- 
doc, © that my ſervants, ſaid he, may not go firſt to 


2 theſe of the league.“ In another letter, he or- 


dered me to ſend for ſome foals of his breed of 
„ horſes 


5 L Abend Tomi ſon to San. Pietro de Baſteica, 2 the 
wiſs, 
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R King' 's 
condition than they were under Henry II. That of Meun, or Mehun, in 


| Berry, was the only place of thoſe before mentioned, where horſes were 
bred for the king's uſe; and theſe tables were very inconſiderable, as may 
de ſeen from the archives of the ſecretary of the king's houſhold, which 
are kept at Petitſperes in Paris, where Meun is called Main, apparently g 
to diſtinguiſn it from another Meun upon the Indre, that is alſo in 
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horſes t at Meun; and in another, to give two hun- 
dred crowns to Garnier his preacher in Advent and 
Lent; the reſt, which contain only a detail of flight 
circumſtances, I ſuppreſs, although they are proofs. of 

the extreme vigilance and attention of this en to 


matters of the ſmalleſt conſequence. _ 
I '8HALL compriſe, in one article, with which 5 


memoirs of this year will be concluded, all that re- 
lates to marechal Biron, of whoſe revolt there was 


at length the moſt convincing proofs. After the 


king had been at Lyons, and had there entertained 
very ſtrong ſuſpicions againſt this marechal, his ma- 
n Has a em converſation with him in the con- 
3 | | 5 (500455, BENT 
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his Vies des hommes illuſtres, tum. II. p. 42, he was always very fond 


41 of the-exerciſe of riding, and kept always a great number of horſes in his 


4 grand ſtables of Tournelles, which were the principal, as alſo at Muns, 
« 75 St. Leger, and at Oyron, under the inſpection of M. de Boiſſy, maſ- 

er ter of the horſe, the moſt valuable part of which was his breeding 
4. mares, wherein he tock great delight,” He adds that this prince 
having one day ſhewn his ſtables to the emperor's maſter of the horſe, the 
latter told him, that his maſter had not near ſo fine a ſet of horſes, extoll- 


"Ing them very highly, eſpecially as the greateſt part were of his own 


e The troubles, during the laſt reigns, were the cauſe that the 
breeding: ſtables had then fallen into decay, and were in a worſe 


Berry 1 
In 1604, the duke de Bellegarde, maſter of the horfe, cauſed Mark 


Antony de Bazy, captain of the breeding ſtables, to remove the king's 
ſet of mares to. St. Leger, 2 foreſt belonging to the crown, In 1618, ſome 
 confiderable additions and improvements were made; and greater ſtill 
about 1665, when the late M. Colbert, miniſter of ſtate, enlarged the 
beunds, made parks therein, and got together a great number of ſtoned 
horſes and young colts, by means of Alain de Garſault, who was then cap- 

tain, It continued in this ſtate till 171 5, at which time ir began to be | 
ſettled in Normandy, under the direction of Francis Gideon de Garſault, 
Lewis de Lorraine, count d'A rmagnac being then maſter of the horſe in 


France: ſince this laſt eſtabliſhment, it has every day more the * 


of the ſtables of * moſt pore Prince in Europe. 
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vent 3 hes Cordeliers, and appeared ſo. well informed 

of all his tranſactions with the duke of Savoy, that 

Biron, either becauſe he then thought that, after ſuch 

a diſcovery, all he could now do was to repair his fault, 
or that he ſought only to deceive the king, confeſſed to 

bim, that he had not been able to reſiſt the offers made 
to him by the duke of Savoy, joined to his promiſe of 

giving him the princeſs + his daughter to wife, He 

aſked the king's pardon; for theſe proceedings, and pro- 

teſted to him with the utmoſt appearance of ſincerity, 

that he would never again ſuffer Nate to be intoxi- 

cated, with ſuch expectations. 

HENRT thought he might depend upon a promiſe, 
3 was nevertheleſs forgot in the inſtant that it was, 
made. Biron reſumed his gelt deſigns; z went, according 
to his cuſtom, at different times into the provinces, ca- 
reſſed all the malecontents he found amongſt the gentry, 
entertained them continually with the injuſtice he re- 
ceived from the. king, and his credit and the correſpon- 
dence he carried on without the king dom. He en- 
tered into ſtronger engagements than ever with Bouil- 
lon, d'Entragues, d' Auvergne, and others t. He, who. 
was pride and fierceneſs itſelf, laid ſuch a reſtraint 
upon his inclinations, as to appear to the ſoldiers the moſt 

humane 
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22 The marechal ge Biron, by marrying he deke of Savoy . third 
d aughter, was to have received from the king of Spain, and: that duke, 
the ſeigniory and inveſtiture of Burgundy; Franche-Comté, and the 
county de Chatolois: this was one part of the grand project of both theſe 
courts, which confifled in diſmembering, i in this manner, the kingdom of * 
France, and parcelling it out among the governors of its provinces. The 
proof of this may be ſeen in Vittorio Siri, Mem: rec. vol. I. p. 103, 127, 
who likewiſe extols the ſervices which the count de Bethune, our author's 
brother, performed on enen to Henry IV. during his embaſly at - 


hag.” 


4 AT. 3 ů — 
— a har 


4 The author ſays nethich, | in "all this account, of the confpiracy of the 
marechal Biron, his impriſonment, and the proceſs againft him, but what 
is: confirmed by the hiftories and memoirs of that time: they mention 
theſe extravagant words of his: The king does not at all hurt me, for: 

i I know how to be revenged on crowned e 0 even proces 
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humane and affable man in the world, and drew the af- 
fections of the mob by playing the hypocrite and the 
devotee ; for what appearance will not ambition affume 
to attain its end? Hitherto, however, it might ſtill have 
been doubted, whether he had not concealed his deſigns 
within his own breaſt, and if this conduct was not an 
effect of that diſpoſition which is obſervable in many 
| perſons, who, by their diſcourſe, appear reſtleſs, difturb- 
„ ed, and fond of novelties, yet are far from any intention 
1 of throwing themſelves headlong into rebelljon. TING 
1 HEN CE aroſe Henry's ſuſpence concerning the con- 
duct of marechal Biron, though he ſtill continued to 
have him carefully obſerved, and could not help being 
moved at the accounts that were brought him, of his 
conduct in the laſt journey he had taken to Dijon, 
where he had paſſed the end of the preceding year and 
the beginning of this. Biron, who on his ſide had his 
ſpies at court, being apprehenſive of the impreſſion 
which his behaviour made on the king, thought proper 
to write to me on that ſubject. His letter is dated the 
third of January; it turned only upon the ill offices 
that were done him with the king, and the injuſtice 
eyen his majeſty did him in believing him capable of 
deſigns he had never entertained. He excuſed his jour- 
ney to 'Burgundy, on account of ſome domeſtic af- 
fairs Which made it abſolutely neceſſary ; and aſ- 
ſured me, that he ſhould leave that province in two 
days: he concluded with entreating me to believe, all 
that would be told me from him by Prevot; one of his 
agents, whom he had ſent to me. This letter was 
too ſoon followed by inconteſtable proofs of his trea- 
chery, to make it be thought ſincere; and I was ſo far 
from believing his profeſſions in it, that ey only in- 
creaſed my ſuſpicions. 
DuRiNG: the king's. ſtay at Calais, he revcivac al 
clearer and more cireumſtantial informations againſt 


| | Biron, doubtleſs becauſe this marechal, believing. 
=” 1 himſelf 
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42 ro: 
himſelf leſs ſufpected than before, took ee 
than uſual: but Henry, inſtead of taking thoſe mea 
ſures that im prudence ought to have been no longer 
delayed, could not yet look upon this man as incurable ;- 
and reſolved, if poſſible, to bring him back to his duty, 
gentleneſs, kindneſs, and ſuch diſtinctions as make 
the ſtrongeſt impreſſions upon the heart of an honeſt 
man. Biron having demanded a gratuity of thirty 
thoufand crowns from his majeſty, the king thought it 


very reaſonable, and granted it immediately; and be- 


cauſe that no obſtacles ſhould retard the payment of it, 
this prince ordered me to take proper meaſures to 


ſatisfy Biron without delay; accordingly I paid him 


inſtantly one half of the fur in ready money, and N 
ed him the other half at. the expiration of a year. 
Bix oN thought there was a neceſſity for coming to 
tank me for this favour: he teld me, that he was 
more obliged to me for it than the king, complaining 
to me that he had been forgatten and even deſpiſed 
this prince, now that he had no longer occaſion 


for his ſword, this ſword, ſuid he, that has placed 


him upon the throne. It was impoſſible for me to 
keep ſilence upon this occaſion: I repreſented to the 
marechal, with a kind of reproach, that he aceuſed Hen- 
ry ſo much the more unjuſtly, as this prince, to whom- 
alone he was obliged for this gratuity, had not diſ- 
dained to ſolicit himſelf for its payment: henee I took 
occaſion to ſpeak with ſtill greater freedom to Biron; 
I remonſtrated to him that, altho? he ſhould even have 
proofs of his neglect, he ought always to remember 
that he ſpoke of his maſter, and of a maſter who, * 
his perſonal qualities, ſtill more than by his rank, en- 


the! ein avi: reſpect'6f his fbi, 1 66d 


him, that there was nothing which kings were more 
ſenſible of than diſreſſ pect to their perſons, an envious 
deſire to leſſen the glory of their arms, and ingratitude 


for their benefits. Theſe terms were ſufficiently plain, 


yet 
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yet I went farther, and if I did not tell Biron poſitive- 
ly chat I thought him both ungrateful and a traitor, there 
was nothing to hinder him from concluding it by all my 
diſcourſe. I exhorted him to encourage a nobler emu- 
lation in his ſoul, which might give him a title to real 
praiſes; ; [dwelt upon the difference there was between 
making one's ſelf beloved by one's prince and country, 
and endeavouring to become the object of its fear: a 
deteſtable attempt, and almoſt always fatal to thoſe 
that make it. I told him, that if he would join with me 
in mutual labours for the glory of the ſtate and the 
public good, we might, in ſome degree, make both de- 
pend upon us; he by his abilities for war, I by the ſhare 

L had in the government at home; and hence we ſhould 
taſte the refined pleaſure of knowing ourſelves to be 
either the authors or inſtruments of every public benefit. 
I finiſhed, my remonſtrance, by endeayouring to pre- 
vail upon him to go and return his majeſty thanks 
for the gratuity he had juſt received. 

To all this Biron, neither moved to gratitude by! kind-; | 
neſs, nor to repentance. by conviction, anſwered only 
by exaggerating his own merit ſo unſeaſonably and in 
ſuch boaſtful terms, that I was now convinced of a thing 
that I had hitherto only ſuſpected, which was, that the 
harſhneſs of his manners and the inequality of his hu- 
mour proceeded from a ſlight taint of madneſs, for which. 
ſo much the leſs allowance was to be made, as that, hinder- 
ing him from reaſoning, it could not hinder him from 
ſpeaking and acting ill: what appeared to me a com- 
plete proof of it was, that, after what I had juſt ſaid 
to him, having reaſon; to look upon me as a man in. 
whoſe preſence he could not be too cautious, he Was 
imprudent enough to let ſomething eſcape him con- 
cerning the deſigns that filled his head. 1 took no 
notice of it; but he perceived the error he had 
been guilty of himſelf, and to repair it pretended. to 
5 acquieſce with my reaſons, and. to approve of my, 
| ſentiments : :: 
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ſentiments: from that moment, I ſo abſolutely deſpaired 
of ever being able to recal this man to his duty, that 


I thought mine obliged me to diſguiſe from the king no- 


| thing which I belived him capable of doing 

I was always a part of Henry's character, to be with 
difficulty perſuaded of the treachery of any perſon about 
him: he anſwered, that he knew Biron perfectly well; 

that he was very capable of ſaying all that was related ; 

but that this man, who, in conſequence of his natural 
violence of temper, the effect of melancholy, was never 
contented, and exalted - himſelf above every one elſe, 
was nevertheleſs, a moment after, the firſt ' to mount 
his horſe, and dare all dangers for. thoſe whom he had 
railed at ſo much before; therefore he well deſerved 
ſome indulgence for a little intemperance of tongue: 


that he was aſſured Biron would never be induced to 


rebel againſt him; that if this ſhould happen, as he 
had already given a proof on thoſe occaſions where he 
had ſaved the life of this marechal, and in the laſt place 
at Fontaine-Frangoiſe, that he did not yield to him 
in courage, he knew likewiſe how to ſhew him 


that he did not fear him. The king therefore made 


no alteration in his behaviour to Biron, except that 
he gave him ſtill greater demonſtrations of kindneſs, 


and loaded him with new. honours, which he locked 


upon as the only remedy. for his defection. 


H was ſent ambaſſador to queen Elizabeth, 


with whom he had a very extraordinary converſati- 
on *. He was imprudent enough not only to men- 
tion the earl of Eſſex to this princeſs, whom ſhe 
had lately beheaded, . but. likewiſe to - bewail - the 
fate of that nobleman, hoſe great ſervices had not 
been able to preſerve him from ſo tragical an end; 
and Elizabeth had the complaiſance, in anſwer, to- 
this impertinent. Aalen, to Jai. her conduct with 
regard 


* 4 ee account of this embatty may be from | in a Matthieu, tom. 
U. . 2. p. 426, & ſeq, 


4 2 — — — 


__ M RE MO IRS 


the nature of 


11 


— 


Book XII. 


rd to the earl, by ſhewing the neceſſity ſhe was un- 

der to puniſh him: the told him, that Eſſex had madly 
engaged in ſchemes which greatly exceeded his abilities; 
and that after many proofs, and a full conviction of 
his rebellion, he might have ſtill by ſubmiſſion obtained 


her pardon; but that neither his friends nor his rela- 


tions could prevail upon him to aſk it. I know not 
whether the queen of England perceived any marks of 
reſemblance between the French ambaſſador and the 
Engliſn favourite; but the reaſonable obſervations on 
royal heads, and the duty of ſubjects, with 


_ which ſhe concluded her diſcourſe, ſeemed to inſinuate 


as much; but Biron drew no advantage from it. 

At his return from London, the king appointed him 
likewiſe ambaſſador extraordinary to Switzerland, to 
renew the treaty of alliance between France and the 
Cantons; ſtill. continuing to believe, that an employ- 
ment which would take off his thoughts from arms, 
and engage him in a commerce with a body ſo wiſe and 
politic as the Helvetic Senate is, would ſubdue at length 
all inclinations to ſedition : but ambition, envy, and 


avarice, are paſſions that can never be wholly quelled; 


and had the heart of Biron been thoroughly ſounded, it 


might probably have been found tainted with all the 
three. No ſooner was he returned from his ſecond em- 
baſſy, than, as if he had endeavoured to make amends 
for the time he had loſt, he laboured more affiduouſly 
than before to bring all his chimerical' ſchemes to per- 
fection; either perſuaded thereto by the duke of Bovil- 
lon anc the count of Auvergne, who had noe api 
formed their party, or having dr Laa them into his. 
To ſtrenghten their mutual engagements, \theſs! 
three gentlemen” ſigned a form of aſſociation, of which 
each” kept an original: in this uncommon piece, 
which was produced in the proceſs againſt marechel 
Biron, they reciprocally promiſed, upon the faith 
and word of gentlemen and men of honour, to con- 
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tinue united fur their common ſafety to and againſt all, 
without any exception (theſe terms deſerve a particular 
obſervation) to keep inviolably ſecret whatever might be 
revealed to any one of them; and to burn this writing, 
in caſe any accident ſhould happen to either of the aſ- 
ſociates. There was no proſpect of ſucceeding in their 
deſigns, but through the operation of Spain and Savoy; 
they therefore renewed their correſpondence with theſe 
two powers, and on the other ſide, to ſecond their endea- 
vours, went about picking up all the diſaffected perſons 
they could find amongſt the gentry and ſoldiers. To 
draw into rebellion many of the towns at the greateſt dif. 
tance from Paris, particularly thoſe in the provinees of 
_ Guienne and Poictou, they took advantage of the ſedi - 
tion occaſioned by the eſtabliſhment of the penny in the 
livre, which I had oppoſed fo ardently in the aſſembly 
des Notables, and which I had not afterwards the power 
to ſuppreſs; however, it could not poſſibly be raiſed 
according to the original plan; it had been changed into 
a ſubſidy of eight hundred thouſand franks, of which one 
half was ſunk in the taille, and the other in the cuſtoms,” 
Brom and his aſſociates, to increaſe the diſeon- 
tent of theſe people, already ſtrongly incited by that 
impoſt, perſuaded them, that to complete their ca- 
lamities, they would ſhortly be burthened with a 
duty upon ſalt; and many perſons were kept in their 
pay in each of theſe provinces, to terrify the inha- 
bitants with perpetual alarms.” What government 
can expect to be free from theſe diſturbers of public 
tranquillity, if that of Henry the Great, ſo wiſe, 
mild, and popular, was not? This evil, however, 
took its rife from the unhappy influence: the civil 
wars had on the manners of the people; that was 
the poiſon which produced thoſe turbulent ſpirits to 


whom quiet was painful, and the happieſt condition, 


a languid inactivity: hence ariſes that reſtleſs am- 
bition, which keeps their reaſon enſlaved, makes 


- 


Koji murmur at heaven, and W/W with mankind for 
torments they bring on themſelves; and raiſes their ma- 


lice againſt princes, whoſe whole power, ſo: obnoxious | 


to them, is not ſufficient to auen their inordinate de- 
An. | 

Henry's eyes were at length animes with on to 
1 real character of Biron, which he had hitherto flat - 
tered himſelf he knew ſo well, and he began to fear he 
 Thould be obliged to have recourſe to the moſt violent 


remedy to ſtop the contagion-: informations multiplied 


every day, and came from perſons that could not be 
ſuſpected; all agreed in the chief point of the con- 
ſpiracy ; ſome mentioned the act of aſſociation, and, 
having ſeen it, related the very terms in which it was 
conceived. Calvairac “ gave the king the moſt cir- 
cumſtantial and moſt / probable account that had been 
yet tranſmitted to him; beſides the public rumour, he 
informed him, that Biron and his collegues had received 
ſeveral thouſand piſtoles from perſons who came from 
Spain; that they expected ſums till greater, and a ſup- 
ply of forces; that the council of Madrid had agreed to 


it, on condition that the rebels ſhould begin by ſeizing 


ſome ſtrong maritime places, on the frontiers of Spain; 


that, conformably to this plan, enterprizes were already 


formed upon Blaye, Bayonne, Narbonne, Marſeilles, 
and Toulon; and that the count of Auvergne was 
to wait only till theſe were executed, to begin pen 
5 his attempt upon Saint-Flour . 

All theſe informations made it abſolutely neceſ- 
Gary's to examine the matter thoroughly. The king 
came on purpoſe to the arſenal, where he found me 
buſy in completing the labour I had begun, to com- 
municate to me what he had learned, and gave me 
the detail, leaning upon the balcony over the great 


walk leo 4 went - afterwards to e ee r Whitber 
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J followed him; and it was in this key that we were 
to proceed to the laſt extremities with marechal Biron. 
He had for a long time made uſe of La-Fin*® to carry 
on his foreign negotiations, a lively, cunning, intriguing 
fellow, whom Bouillon and he often called their kinſ- 
man. La-Fin had been ſent ſeveral times to the king 

of Spain, the duke of Savoy, and the count of Fuentes; 
but afterwards, upon ſome diſguſt Biron had given bim, 
he retired to his houſe, where he remained unemploy- 
ed. It was not thought impoſſible to gain him; and for 


this purpoſe his nephew, the vidame of Chartres , was 


made uſe of, who endeavoured to prevail upon his 
uncle to come to Fontainebleau. In the mean time 1 
returned to Paris, to make preparations for a journey 
his majeſty thought it neceſſary to take immediately 
into all thoſe places through which Biron had paſſed, 
namely, Poictou, Guienne, Limoſin, and eſpecially _ 
Blois. 


LA-Fix having at length reſolved to come to 


Fontainebleau, revealed all that he knew concernin 


Biron's conſpiracy. The king was defirous that he 


| ſhould be detained and lodged at Mi-Voie, that he 


might be ſeen by none but thoſe who were ſent to 
confer with him. His majeſty judging by what he 


had firſt declared, that my prefence would be neceſ- 


ſary, wrote theſe few words to me: * My friend, 
* come to me Pr on an affair that con- 
FO N 


- . Sen de 1 Fin, a i of W of [tha houſe of 


Beauvois-la- Nocle; © the moſt dangerous man, ſays Perefixe, and the 
c greateſt traitor in France: the king knew him well, and often ſaid to 
« the marechal, Don't ſuffer that man to come near you, he's a rogue, 
« he'll] be the death of you. He endeavoured to accuſe the marechal de 
« Biron, from a jealouſy he entertained, that the baron de Lux had ſup- 
4% planted him in the marechal's favour ; and in revenge to the count de 
« Fuentes, upon the diſcovery of his attempting to betray the latter, for 
that he had cauſed his ſecretary to be arreſted : yet that he might the 
4c better deftroy the marechal de Biron, he pretended. Rill to have the lane 
ic attachment to him as before. | 

+ Pregent de La Fin, vidame de Chances, | 7 54, 22398 


n 
mm 
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« cerns my ſervice, your UG and our mutual ſa- 


ct tisfaction. Adieu, my dear friend.“ I took poſt 


immediately, and on my arrival at Fontainebleau, I met 
His majeſty in the midſt of the large avenue to the 
caſtle, ready to go to hunt. I threw myſelf at his feet : 
_ £ My friend, aid this prince to me, preſſing me in 
his arms, all is diſcovered ; the chief negotiator is 


come to aſk pardon, and to make a full confeſſion: in 


& his accuſation he includes a great number of perſons 
c of high rank, ſome of whom have particular reaſons 
& to love me“; but he is a great liar, and I am deter- 
c mined to believe nothing he ſays without good proofs: 
© he: accuſes one man, among the reſt, whom you little 
< think of; come, gueſs who this traitor is.“ *5 That 
c is not in my power, fire,” I replied. After preſſing 
me ſome time longer, but to no purpoſe, © You know 
e“ him well, ſaid he, it is M. de Roſny.“ © If the others 
5 are no more guilty than I am, replied I ſmiling, your 
% majeſty need not give yourſelf much trouble about 


them.“ I believe ſo, faid the king; and to ſhew. 


you that I do, I have ordered Bellievre and Villeroi 


cc others; 1 have even told La-Fin, that I would have 
him ſee you, and ſpeak to you freely: he is concealed 


66 

oy 

& to bring you all the accuſations againſt you and the 
66 

cc 

cc 


e at Mi- Voie, and will meet you on the road from 


«© Moret ; appoint the hour and place, and none ſhall 
ce be preſent at your conference.” 

I couLD not imagine how my name e happened to 
be found in this wicked cabal; whether it came 


from ſome of Biron' 8 i h e me to be 


OS friend 


. We: may, | dovdtleſs, ranks among the nn of theſe, the charge 
which: La-Fin brought againſt Biron, of his having attempted the king's 
life, and the Dauphin's, according to Chron. Septennaire, fince bis friends 


made uſe of the proofs they had of the contrary, to obtain his pardon : 
4 Sire, we have at leaſt this advantage, ſaid M. de La- Forte to 
Henry IV. chrowing himſelf at his feet, ** that there is nothing proved 


& as to his having made any attempt on mort e 0 e ow oh 
of the MSS, in the king's * . 


£ aa s$ os 1 mz 15 


a friend of their maſter, or from Biron himſelf and his 
aſſociates, who thought it was lawful for them to make 
uſe of it to the Spaniſh miniſters, to ſwell the number 
of their partifans ; or of the malecontents of the king- 
dom: it was not impoſſible, that two letters T wrote to 
the marechal, through zeal rather than complaiſance, 
might have involved me in the number of theſe conſpi- 
rators; and the rather becauſe, in alluſion to the con- 
verſation that paſſed between Biron and me, which I 
have formerly mentioned, I told him plainly, that there 
was nothing to hinder him from making himſelf uſeful 
and dear to the Ane by thoſe meaſures I had 
marked out to him: I likewiſe told him, that although 
I was almoſt always about the king's perfon, yet I had 
never heard him expreſs any reſentment againſt him: 
and I adviſed Biron not to affert ſuch a thing publicly, 
becauſe the world would not fail to believe, and re ort, 
that he only feigned to have received ſome diſguſt a | 
his majeſty, becaufe his own conſcience reproached 2 
with having deſerved it. Thus what ] ſaid with an in- 
tention to bring Biron back to his duty, was interpreted 
to my diſadvantage. 2 

Henry's opinion, as he has ſince told me, was, 
that this accuſation of me did not take its riſe either 
from Biron or any of his aſſociates, but from La- 
Fin alone, at the inſtigation of ſome perſons, who 
hoped by that means to accompliſh my diſgrace :' 
however that may be, it made fo little impreſſion on 
the king's mind, that his majeſty, who had lately 
given me the government of the Baſtile, and intend- 
ed that the patent for it ſhould not appear in my 
name, but only in that of La Chevalerie, altered 
his opinion on this occafion, and cauſed it to be ex- 
pedited under mine, knowing none, he faid, but me, 
by whom he could expect to be ſerved with fidelity, 
in caſe he ſhould have birds in the cage. Accord- 
ingly, Villeroi was ordered to bring me the patent a 
a ; Edt ant” few 
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few days after, which was the ans af, the follow- 


ing year. | 
I HAD a long 3 with La Fin $ alone, i in 


the foreſt; after which, Bellievre, Villeroi, and myſelf, 
examined, "with great care, all the papers that contained 


any proofs againſt the duke of Bouillon, marechal 
Biron, and the count of Auvergne; ; ſuch as letters, 
memorandums, and other writings of the ſame kind. 


The names of many perſons beſides theſe three gentle- 
men were mentioned in them; but as it was probably 
with as little juſtice as my own, which was there like - 
wiſe, I ſhall not, on ſo flight a foundation, give. them a 


place in theſe Memoirs, which, to diſtruſtful perſons, . 
might make them till more liable to ſuſpicion than the 
depoſitions of La- Fin. After this examination we re- 


turned to his majeſty, and a council being held, the re- 


ſult of it was, to keep every thing ſecret, that Biron 
might not be warned of the meaſures that were to be 
taken to bring him to court, that he might be arreſted 
with the greater ſecurity. It was likewiſe reſolved, that 
his majeſty ſhould ſet out immediately on the journey 
before mentioned. We ſhall ſee in the following year 
what theſe meaſures produced. 

Ir is neceſſary to take ſome notice of what cap 
ed this year in ſeveral ſtates of Europe: the court of 
London was thrown into confuſion by a rebellion that 
was ſtirred up by the Spaniards in Ireland; Elizabeth 
ſent to beſiege Kinfale, the ſtrongeſt place that the re- 
bels were in poſſeſſion of: the earl of Tyrone, their 


leader, and Don Alonzo del Campo, who commanded 


the Spaniſh troops in Ireland, haſtened to relieve it 
with all the forces they could get together, which were 
cut in pieces by the lord Piercy. Alonzo remained pri- 
ſoner there, and K inſale ſurrendered. 1 

VER different reports were raiſed concerning the 


deſtination of the fleet which was fitted out about 


$ 3*. "ou: 


8 Matthieu, vol. I, book: iti, p· 483. 
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this time by the lung of ins but nothing could be. 
certainly known. about it; for after it had rode ſome: 
time in the Mediterranean, it was attacked by a tem- 
peſt, and was obliged to re- enter the port of Barcelona, 
which it did in a very ſhattered condition: the command 

of this fleet had been given to prince Doria. Probably 
it was deſigned againſt Portugal, where the true or the 


falſe Don Sebaſtian * ſtill continued to have a great 
number of, partiſans. Some ſecrets. which he revealed, 


that it ſeemed could have been only known to the king 
of Portugal; certain natural marks upon his body Which 
he ſhewed, . ſome other circumſtances of the ſame 
kind, confirmed his aſſertion. However, to confeſs the 
truth, none of theſe proofs: appeared unanſwerable; 
nevertheleſs, the king of Spain thought it the wiſeſt 
way to rid himſelf privately of this pretended prince: 
ſo that the truth was never known, or at leaſt to a few 
perſons. only, whoſe intereſt, it was not to publiſh it; 
A Dvy1ieT was convened at Ratiſbon, with1intention to 
make ſome compoſition between. the popiſh and proteſ- 
tant religions, but this came to nothing: upon the firſt 
queſtion propoſed, which was concerning the authority. 
* the holy SP +, ſuch heat was raiſed among the 

diſputants, 


by; "tfibete'is is ſomething farety very futprifng and uncommon in this per- 
fect reſemblance of all the parts, features, and even the defects of the 
body, which, according to all the hiſtorjans, was between the real Don 
Sebaſtian and this man, who is ſaid to have been a native of Calabria; 
150 it is no leſs difficult to gueſs, how he could come to the knowledge of 
tbe circumſtances of the king of Portugal's life, Which were ſo peculiar 
and ſecret, as to aſtoniſh all the world, The Portugueſe, till more de- 
ceived through their natural affection for the blood of their kings, as alſo 
through their hatred for Spain (this laſt motive might likewiſe be applied 
to M. de Sully) than from any evidence they had, perſiſted in ſupporting 


the claims of this impoſtor. The Septennaire is very favourable to him, 


an, 1601, p. 217. See what has been ſaid a little higher. | The Spani- 
ards were 35 throughly convinced of their having diſcovered the cheat, 
when Ferdinand, grand duke of Tuſcany, bad delivered bim up into the 
hands of the Viceroy of Naples, that they no longer ſcrupled to expoſe 
bim as a public gazing ſtock, mounted on an aſs; after which they ſent 
him to the galleys. See Matthieu, tom. II. I. iii. p. 451. 

"7 This queſtion was OY Cm duties ſeveral fittings, bes 
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| diſputants, that an accommodation became impraQtica- 
ble. The papiſts maintained, that their authority was 
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derived wholly from the conſent of the church, that 


they might add the prerogative of iofallibility, to the 
other rights with which they had ſo liberally, and with 
ſo little reaſon, inveſted the Pope: 


the ene troat- 
ed this doctrine with contempt and ridicule . 
TE war in Tranſylvania ſtill continued Aae 5 
to the vaivodes, Battory and Michael, who had 


revolted from the emperor; they were defeated by 


George Baſte, and Clauſembourg was taxen. The duke 


of Merceeur ſignalized himſelf no leſs at the head of 
the Imperial troops againſt the Turks I; he took Albe- 


01 Royale i in Hungary, a fortreſs eſteemed impregnable ; 
and afterwards drove away the Turks from it, who had 


returned to beſiege it. The archduke, Ferdinand of 
Auſtria, leſs fortunate than Mercœur, was beaten before 


 Caniſe$; and the Knights of Malta took hems 5 ram 


the city of Paſſava in the Morea. 
ConsTANTINOPLE' and the webs of the Grand | 


Signior was in no leſs commotion, through the dif- 
content of the Janizaries, who proceeded ſo far as to 


ſtrangle, in the preſence of Mahomet HI. himſelf, 


ſeven of the favourites of his ſeraglio, and threatened 


0 defoſe Minz Wo was a wen,, indeed, whoſe vices 
& l rendered 


k 


tween. hs ela divines of Maximilian . of 88 225 Pe pro- 
teſtant di vines of Ludovic count palatine of 88 and of the electors 
of Saxony and Brandenbourg; 3 the two firſt of theſe princes aſſiſted at it 


| in perſon, and were obliged to put an end to this diſpute, the advantage in 
Which, each of the parties, as is always the caſe, afterwards aſcribed to 


_ themſelves, De Thou, Chron, Septen. for the year 1601. 


t This, however, will always be, in the opinion of unprejudiced per- 
7985 one among the falſe doctrines of Calvin, the moſt untenable, namely, 
t Watte! 18 the beſt 1 interpreter. of ſcripture ; 3 or, what is far worſe, ; 


| * its ſenſe may be determined by private perſons. This is the chief 


ſource of that monſtrous confuſion of ſes, with which the pretended. re- | 


| formation was immediately over-run. 


[| The duke of Merceur, by his great exploits, acquired the reputation 
of one of the firſt warriors of his time. See them, a8 alſo. the other facts 
that are here ſpoken of, in the hiſtorians. 
I By the chriſtians called Chateauneuf. 
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and ſhews. By the queen's order, and for her amuſe- 


ment, à magnificent intertude was compoſed: the arſe- 


nal was the place the king thofe for the repreſentation 
of 'thefe ſhews, on accoumt of the convenieney its ſpa- 
cious apartments afforded both for the aftors and fpeë- 


tators. At the time that this interlude was to be play · 


5 the wound I had received in my toith xt the frege 
Chartres happening to — — 5 again, I'was not in à 
vondition to give the 


was cured, which retarded it eight dass. 

Towards the middle of Lent, tht count of Schom- 
berg, grand matechal of the empide, and envoy from the 
court of Vienna, arrived at Paris, into which he tiade 
his entry with a train of forty or fifty horſe ! the Ring 
ordered the fame honburs to be paid him that the a. 


rechal de + Bois-Dauphin had received at Vienna. 
The prince, fon to the marquis of Brandenbourg, flatd | 


likewife fome time at Paris. It was not uſual to defray 
the expences of perfons of his fank, eſpecially, as it 


was oObſerved by his majeſty, if they did not follow the 


court: but the king was refalved to thew a W 
1 II. 4 45 e 88 de ee 


— — 


+ Urban 4 — marquis te Sable who died in TY 


1 as the el of the people were by 
all thofe domeſtic inſurrections we have ſeen in the pre- 
ceding book, yet it did not hinder them from reſię 

themſelves, this winter, to their" accnffomed pleaſures 


orders at Ahe arne. . 
And they had Uredy: pitched he another place For its 
Tepreſentation ; but the king choſe rather to wait tif 


—— — — — —— 2 — 


reſpect to a prince, whoſe family, one of i il- 
luſtrious in Germany, had always profeſſed a remark- 
able attachment for France; and I was ordered to fend 
him every day, in his majeſty” s name, 1 - the 
richeſt wines, and proviſions for his table. 7 
"WHEN every thing was ready for the king s l 
ture, and that his majeſty, in the ſeveral journies he had 
made to Paris, had given all the neceſſary orders for 
ſecuring peace and tranquillity in that city, and in the 
rovinces he was going to remove from, as well as thoſe 
through which he was to paſs, he left Paris on the 
twentieth of May, and came to Fontainebleau, from 
whence: he took the road to Blois. The queen and all 
her houſhold accompanied his majeſty i in this journey; 
J likewiſe attended him, but did not ſet out till a few 
days after: the king ſent me notice of his arrival at 
Blois, and his intention of ſtaying there eight or ten 
8 This delay was no more than neceſſary for a re- 
n that was preſcribed him by his phyſicians, to cure 

4 defluxion of humours which had fallen on one of his 
legs, and for the time it laſted, as Henry wrote to me, 
might well be called the gout. Blois likewiſe was the 
moſt proper city he could chuſe to diſcover the ſecret 
practices of marechal Biron: Henry had many perſons in 
this province in whom he could confide, who applied 
themſelves ſolely. to the making thoſe diſcoveries, and 
almoſt every hour ſent couriers to him with the intelli- 
gence.they had, procured ; by them the king was inform- 
£d;that Biron's cabal extended to Anjou, the higher Poi- 
tou, Xaintonge, Mirebalais, Chatelleraudois, Angou- 
mois, Perigord, Limoſin, Marche, and Auvergne, and 
even took in the higher Guyenne, and Languedoc; that 
it was ſupported by four or five noblemen of the court, 
whoſe names, were, not expreſſed, for fear of adyanc- 
ing any thing that was yet doubtful: the connexions 
with , Spain, the ſchemes for ſurpriſing the frontier 


cities, and the 1 my mage uſe of to diſguſt 
a 3 pine 
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the peo To with the preſent, government (the ſame which | 


Thave ead y mentioned), made up part of theſe advices, 
0 wick the een new informations were added. 
Tux ſeditious, to Prepoſſeſs the people with unfa- 
di on though its of his majeſty's journey to Blois, 
which wa d ubtleſs a ſource of uneaſy apprehenſions to 
them, "ARE out” every where that Henry had only un- 
dertaken it with. a defign"to chaſtiſe Krege thoſe that 
had reſiſted Jambeville, Amours, and the other com- 
miſfaries that had been ſent to exact the penny in the 
livre, upon the rivers and other places of paſſage, and 


to ſettle it himſelf in ſuch a manner, that, by a new 


regulation of the rates, it ſhould produce thrice as much, 


and to force the duty on falt to be every where receiv- 


ed by taking Poſleflis on of the' falt-pits, for which the 
proprietors, 1 0 to have no other recompence than 
ſome rents ill paid from the town-houſe of Paris; and 
| laſtiy, to top the murmurs which it was expected the 
exaQing of two-tenths would raiſe (which, they made 
them believe, Henry had obtained the ng permiſſi- 
| on to levy) and the. revocation of the'dra 

on the taxes of 1594, 1595,. and 1596, which I have 
already mentioned in the account of my journey into 
the ſeverals diſtricts. wht 

- Trvs was this good prince Teptllattad through- 
out his, whole' kingdom as a furious aud implacable 
tyrant. They were never without dne ſet of argu- 
ments to engage the catholic nobility in a rebellion 
againſt him, and another to ſow ſedition amongſt the 
proteſtant officers' and gentry: to the firſt they re- 
preſented, that this treaſure and this formidable ar- 


tillery, which the king was providing, were to be 


employed in depriving them totally of their privi- 


leges, and reducing them to a ſtate of ſlavery; they 


perſuaded the ſecond, that the perſecution againſt 
them was already begun, that the payment of their 
e the funds for the ! of their 

. cities, 
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tainiſters, would. be leſſened this year by e 4 
the next by two, after huh. there would io Huch 


Ks leſs difficulty i in depriving th em of all t their fortreſſes 


upon by . the council, 


it was a point already ree 
7 99 685 1 Fr 2 em- 


e proteltants 1 from 


Ir the proofs ; againſt the per Flons ace 
had been as clear as thoſe of their ple BY 0 leer mig} ht 
have that inſtant given free courle to his ju ice; hub 


with regard to the dukes of Bouill on and Tremouilſe 
guilt, than of marechal iron and the count of Au 

ne's ; for at the moſt there were only. ſuſpicions Aves: 
thoſe indeed were very ſtrong, againſt them; the 99 655 


lords of the court, wh Hor Tag de the number of eight, 


were found in the lift, might be well ranged under a 
third claſs of perſons, hot: doubtful conduct required 


ſome explanation. The dukes of Bouillon and Eper- 


non attended the. king, in his j journey to Blois, and his 
majeſty was of opinion 555 might be able to draw from 


themſelves a proof of their rea  Fentiments, | 8 atten- 


LH ES 


tively obſerving the air and turn. 


| nance, during the recital he made them of the news 


he received: he began firſt with d'Epernon. A juſt 
regard to truth. has ſo often reduced me to. the neceſ- 
ſity of ſpeaking diſadvantagecuſſy of this. nobleman, 


that it is with a real ſatis faction 1 ſeize this oppor- 


tunity 'of ſhewing bis, innocence, and giving hing the 
praiſe he deſerves. 

D'Eekxxox hearing whiſpers about the court "s 
intrigues and cabals, eaſily apprehended that, as it is 
uſual to judge of the preſent by the paſt, his name 
would not fall to be mentioned amongſt thoſe that 
were called enemies to the ſtate; ; for which 17 


he toek the precaution to renew to his majeſty a 


Fontainebleau bis afſurance of fidelity : : theſe. 4 
rances 
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1 the pr 1 he. had to 1 . and unfortu- 
8 pot 1k been en long prejudiced againſt him, 
Ve nu credit to Mem | Notwithſtanding this 
he {ti continued to ſufpect bim, and becauſe d' E- 
ehen in tpe ing to him had referred to me, the kin, 
Ape bo.0s at. Par an account of what had paſſed be- 

tween inte and d the duke, letting : me know at the ſame 

that d'Eperpon ſeemed to have an intention to 
make 2 matters. with me, and he ordered me to make 
the fir adyances t to him, to the end that, if the crime 
with which he was charged ſhould appear to be yet only 
intentional, his majeſty might not have any cauſe tp 
reproach, himſelf with having ſuffered the duke to ruſh 
into actual treaſon, when there needed only good ad- 

ice and kind treatment to prevent him. 

"T OBEYED the king's orders, and from that moment 
became convinced of the duke of Epernon's innocence : 
he faid the f ſame. to the king at Blois as he had done ta 
me, and did not deny his having heard of ſome commo- 
tions and ſecret intri es, but ſaid that theſe were 
e ſo general, and ' ſometimes ſo full of contradie- 
| tion, th at be could not imagine t that any credit Was to 
be given to them; that thoſe who were ſaid tq be the au- 
thors or favourers of theſe plots having never given him 
the leaſt intimation of them, he had treated as a fic- 
tion, a, projed which appeared to him wholly extrava- 


gant, the preſent. ſituation of affairs rendering the exe- 
cution o, it abſolutely im poſſiple; but whether real 
or not, | he offered the king to continue about his perſon, 

as 4 ſecurity fo for his own go co during ſix months p 
and if that time was not ſufficient, he ſwore to him 
that he would nc t quit him till his ſuſpicions were en- 
tirely. eraſed. . The king could have no objection to ſo 
reaſonable, a pro ofition, and began, as well as I, to 
believe that he 0 ke of Epernon Was guiltleſs. 


LH duke of Bouillon 1 64 far leſs ſincetity: 
10 he ff \ Mention bis, G | Jade of the | ot 
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the money that was given them to exerciſe this em ploy- 


jeſty, be added an application: of a paſſage i in the New Teſ⸗ 


ĩft taken in its true ſenſe, might have been with more Jal⸗ 


of their being oppreſſed with impoſts, and that in propor- 


5 that both they and their children would be hated, perſe- 


council, nor conſulted on affairs relating either to 


= 


$ 7A 


informers, againſt the nobility of the klngdoth, to 0 K*. 
aggerate their own ſervices, and appear at leaſt to gain 


ment: to this reproach, which tacitly attacked his 1947 


tament, * It is impoſſible but that offences will come, but 
woe unto him thro” whom. they « come,” "* Pp ſage, 1 whit ich, 


tice applied to Bouillon and his adherents. Bouillon did 
not ſtop here; he added, that it was true he was told, 
that the catholics, as well as the proteſtants, complained 


tion as the king's riches and happineſs increaſed, they 
became poor and miſerable ; 5 that, beſides theſe general 
complaints, he had, in a certain place, heard proteſtants 
ſay, that ſooner or later it would be their deſtiny to 
be looked upon as the plague and nuiſance of the ſtate ; 


cuted, and proſcribed; that they, would be excluded from | 
all honours and employments, nd, that the kingdom 

would never be quiet till they were totally extirpat-, 
ed: he added, that the more credit was given to 
theſe reports, becauſe that perſons of the greatelt 
abilities in the kingdom, not being admitted to the 


2 


the difference of religions, or to the new. impoſts 

that were eſtabliſhed, they could not inform 1 the people 
of the true motive o thoſe reſolutions that were taken 

there, nor could the people attribute them to a ny thing 

but a deſign to enſlave them. 

IT was ſufficiently plain that the duke of Bouillon, 
by talking in this manner, ſought / to inſinuate to the 
king, that all theſe reports of a rebellion . had no other 
foundation than the cries of the people oppreſſed with 
2 multitude of taxes; and „chat this ſeeming di fon. 


tent Was put on to conceal, from his majeſty his rea 
ſentiments: 
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ſentiments: has the inſolence and the ſeverity of his ex 


preſſions ſliewed plainly enough that he could not reſiſt 
this opportunity of diſcharging ſome part of his malice; 
he even added, with the ſame ſubtilty and with equal 
chagrin, that they had endea voured to perſuade him-, 
ſelf, that his majeſty intended to aboliſn the privileges 
of the viſcounty of Turenne, and to purchaſe the rights 3 


and claims of the houſe of Mark upon Sedan; but to 


this, as well as to every thing elſe, he had only replied, 
that he was perſuaded the king would never act in ſuch a 
manner, on account of the ſervices he had at all times 
received from the proteſtant body; he finiſhed by pros 
teſting to his majeſty, that, although all that had beeg. 


told him concerning the ſeditious and traiterous attempts 


in the kingdom ſhould be as true as he believed 
them falſe, Jet it ſhould never leſſen his ae 9 


en 1 
TRE king, A to the duke of Bonitiog: = 


opinion. he conceived of him from this diſcourſe, made 


him a propoſal of the ſame nature with that which, the 


duke of Eper non had of himſelf ſo frankly made, and 


which he expected would throw him iato great confu- 
ſion: he told the duke, that he was ſatisfied with 


this aſſurance, and that he would no longer preſerve 
any remainder of diſtruſt of him, provided he would 
give the ſame ſatisfaction that Epernon had offered; 
which was not to remove from the court while this 


affair continued in agitation, and that he might depend 


upon it he would not keep him about his perſon without 
communicating. to him all his deſigns, and calling him 
to his councils, as he ſeemed to deſire; that he might be 
himſelf a witneſs of his ſolicitude to relieve the people, 
and be able to give both proteſtants and catholics an in- 


conteſtable proof of the purity of his intentions. Bou- 


illon preſerved an uncommon preſence of mind under this 
blow ; he broke out into an exclamation- of joy · and 


lurpriſe at the ſen timents his majeſty diſcovered for: 
him; 
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him; and as to the p propoſal he made him, he told him 
that he would go and put himſelf into a condition to 
ſatisfy it, not for fix months only, but for his whole life, 
If neceſſary, by taking a journey throughout all his 
___ effates, that nothing might afterwards innen the 
_ Torig ſtay he intended to make'at court. In this man- 
ner, by appearing to do all that His majeſty required, 
he reſer ved, neverthelefs, the power of doing only 
What he pleaſed himſelf, and of making a plauſible 
© Excuſe for the ſudden departure he was meditating. 
HNA, comprehending his deſign, reſolved to call 
a ſecret council ro deliberate upon the meaſures that 
were 'neteflary to be taken in this conjuncture. The 
count of Soiſſons, the chancellor, Villeroi, Maiſſe, and 
myſelf,” were all that were preſent at this council: all 
ether affairs were poſtponed till + Deſcures was heard, 
who had been fone 1 by his majeſty to invite marechal 
Biron to court, and whoſe report was ſuch that it was 
unanimouſſy reſolved to eee marechal and the 
count of Au e, as ſoon as they arrived. The 
king afterwards Gmanded if it would not be proper to 
do the like by the dukes of Bouillon and Epernon, be- 
fore they left the court. Almeft all the counſellors 
Were of this opinion, and the moſt diſtinguiſhed amongſt 
them qualified it no otherwiſe, than by ſaying that 
Biron was the only one to whom merey might be after- 
watds' extended, becauſe that — by him 
| ſelf he would be eaſily reduced to reaſon, when he was 
ſeparated from thoſe who hurried him on to his ruin. 
I took particular notice of this advice upon account of 
its firgularity: mine, however, was directly oppoſite 1 
I could not approve of the arreſting of Epernon, or 
even of Bouillon: if in ſuch eaſes ſuſpicions were vo 
ſerve for proofs, it was likewife neceſſary, I aid, 
arreſt all whom La- Fin had accuſed,” and myſelf the Gt; 
1 ſy ne 9 ſhould afterwards hes os | ee 
ak. © Fins a they 
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they a 1 ti 8 agjop, loſs, an oprar: 
tunit y of * ing Biron and Auvergne, whoſe trea ons. 
were manitcfh,, fince x *PY ld be impolible to arreſt them 
all a6 hg, fams: times. and their, fight would put jt out 
of, gur pg wer ig prove any thing againſt the ice 
The.arceſ}ing of Bouillon and Eperngn, I added, would 
_ have this farts er x. ll conſequence, that, whether guilty 
n 1s. majelty, copld not diſpenſe with him- 
oY from treating them“ gs traitors, through a juſt fear 
what: their Tel 


ntment. ON 0 ſuch 1 Ibli 10 outragg 
might indy — e en bim, 5 he e king yi ield- 
ed t9 HI Advicg, 3 11 Founeil broke up, 5 ng 
already; dinner. time. His majeſty, being deſirgus of 


copterring ball bid Fig ypen what had been debated = | 


in the coune Aide me ſnatch a gers dinner, ang 
come back to him before the court filled again. 
Wax Iven, 175 into the half, where I was 
ee for hy a cr .of, beet who attach themſelvey 
ta men in . 1 ſaw th e duke of Epernon advancing 
t meet Mes 2 os ills h the PIs aif af conſcious in- 
nocence | Which 175 before obſerved in him, told me, 
that ſuch lang an ſecret 77 5 alarmed a great many 
perſons, but he was not of ; e number, becauſe he had 
nathing to reproach himſelf with, I replieg, t. 100 2 
had then pothing o fear, the king eg more. diſpoſ 
tg; pardon, the,guilty, . ho confeſſed their crimes,. than 
to, puniſh. the innocent on e only. © I perceiye,”? 
added, I, many people who. are. leaying the court, 
« but; thoſe. LENS, conſciences Are. Flear need not 
& have ae to that expediem. Jam one 
5 of theſe,” added Epernon, and nl am reſolved 
not to cane the court while theſe diſcontents con- 
c tinue.” © You cannot do better, monſeigneur,” 
replied I and I promiſe, you, that, on this occa- 
4 ſion, you ſhall not loſe the merit of having taken 
F ſo ggod a reſolutian. e | 
_ Wren I came home, I ordered my maitre G hotel 
G 5 net 
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| hear me, after I had drank two glafſes 5 eaten a 
haſty morſel, aſk for the fruit, and, at the ſame tin 0 


130 M E M G IR 8 $ Book _ 


not to furniſh my table as uſual, but to ſerve me up any 


thing that was ready. Nicolas * came: in juſt as 1 with 


: Ming down to table: Come . my fai 


„ without telling him of the orders J had, 
6 and take your place.“ He Was great! alt6iliſhied W 


order my horſe to be got ready: he who loved -g 


cheer as well as mirth, was not pleaſed at this order. 


0 Pardieu monſieur,” faid he, “ Tam not ſurpriſed 
4 that you paſs for one of the wiſeſt noblemen in 
40 Francs; I don't know any one who can drink three 
« glaſſes during the whole time you are dt dinner“ 


Well, well, monifieur Nicbſas,“ replied I, 4 do 


4 you make an end of your dinner, as for me 1 have. 
4e buſineſs that calls me elſewhere,” : 

" I RELATED to his majeſty what 9 Eperboß! 12 bid 
to me a little time before. The King agreed with me | 
that d'Fpernon' had no inducement to engage in an 
affair that was carried on by perſons, whoſereligion and 
diſpoſition were differeſt from his, by which likewiſe, 
while he had no advantages to hope for, he ran the 
hazard of being ſtript of his eſtates and employments. 


D'Fpernon had judgment enough to know that the 


ſcheme of | theſe rebels was likely to be à fatal one. 


*. Not, ,” faid the king, “ that probably in his heart he 


&« js not glad of theſe diſorders, that je may become = 
« more neceſſary to me; but he knows by experience 
« ſuch deſigns are often blaſted.” His majeſty charged 
me to make another effort to prevail upon the dukes 
of Bouillen and T remouille to ſtay a at court, but al 
5 | TN wal 


Simon Nicolas was the king's: esche « a Et a ina 
er man and an old; offender, ſays the Journal of Henry the IVth, be- 


e lieving in God only for intereſt, and, for this reaſon, he became the 
4c more acceptable to company, «ccordirg to the corrupt manners 0 


4e thoſe wretched times. He died two. q ears after, in the 70th. year cf 


4 his age, in his laſt illneſs expreſſing himſelf with infamous im- 


e piety,” 
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wait till he went to Poitiers, becauſe he might then re- 
ceive intelligence that would determine him. 1 uſed 
my utmoſt endeavours for this purpoſe, in the preſence 
of meſſieurs de la Noiie, de Conſtant, d Aubigne, and 
de Preaux, but all were ineffectual. 


DurinG their majeſty's ſtay at Blois, an A of | 


a very. different nature was in agitation at court, which 
I am under ſome perplexity in relating, for it made too 
much noiſe to be paſſed over in ſilence; yet I am not 
at liberty to enter into an explanation of it here, leſt I 
ſhould betray the ſecret confided to me only by the king 
and queen, whom it perſonally concerned; ; the medium, 
therefore which I ſhall obſerve, is to recount only ſo 
much of it as got air, and came to the knowledge of the: 


cCourtiers. 


Ir was reported that the king and queen had ſome ite 
ference together, which was confirmed % Pe king” 85 
” ſending Armagnac for me ſo early | in the morni 


trary to their uſual — dogg each in their ſeveral 1 5 
ments. It was obſerved that I had been ſeveral times 
backwards and forwards between them, and I had been 
ſeen kneeling three or four times before the king and 
queen, as if I was endeavouring, to obtain ſome great, 
favour of them. As nothing in ſuch caſes eſcapes. the 


inquiſitive courtiers, each formed particular conjectures | 


upon theſe circumſtances, as alſo that with the names 


of the king and queen, they heard thoſe of the duke: 


and dutcheſs of Florence and Mantua, Virgil, Urſin,, 
Don John, Bellegarde, Trainel, Vinti, Joannini, Con- 
chini, Leonora, Gondy, Catherine Selvage, and the, 
marchioneſs of Verneuil ; other perſons, they ſaid, were: 
hinted at, under the, covert name of the colour of tan. 


They endeavoured to diſcoyer ſomething by my wife, 


n learned that e who had often buſineſs 
2 with. 


4 


Fit gentleman of the OT the bing Ts 
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with ber, and who dy paid her the fame POPE as 
a fervant to his miſtreſs, and often addreſſed her by that 
title, had been feveral times ſent by the queen to bring 
her, and that ſhe paſſed many whole afternoons ſhut up 
ith her majeſty in her cloſet, when the was _—_— h 
When only Leonora was with her.. 
Bur that which afforded moſt matter "Or diſcourſe; 
was that, at the time when theſe diſputes ran higheſt, 
Ls Varenne came one morning to acquaint me, that 
the king waited for me in the new gallery which he had 
hatel: cauſed to be built at Blois, over thoſe that were 
the ligt of the garden below: it is that in which there 
is the odd repreſentation of a hind with a ſtag's horns. 
It was obſerved, that his majeſty ordered two Swiſo, 
who underſtood not a word of French, to be placed cen- 
5695 at the end of this gallery which was not yet cloſed 
up; and that, during two hours and more which we 
ART together, we ſeemed to talk with great ear- 
Snot! and' Action. 1 hey might, notwithſtanding the 
diſtance, hear ſome of our words, from which they could 
draw no lights; but it was not the ſame with thoſe | 
hich his majeſty ſpoke when he went out; theſe they 
WakerResd and carefully remembered. No more need 
. be ſaid of it. I will regulate my whole conduct by 
© your advice, fald the king, that I may be no longer 
ll <© reproached with obſtinately following my own will; 
| ct but remember, that we may probably beth repent it 
« one day, for you cannot but be affected with any 
* misfortunes, that happen to me. I know the dif- 
« poſition of thoſe perſons who foment our differ- 
endes, they will be the cauſe of great uneaſineſs 
my to the ſtate : gentleneſs and indulgence are laudable 
al qualities, 1 confeſs; but you cannot deny alfo, 
that their extremes are dangerous. * It was not 


aul for them likewife to diſtinguiſh the latter 
part of my reply to the king: „It was indeed, a 

OY 72 of ene, told him, to foreſee and to pre- 
| „„ 
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ec vent bad accidents, but it was equally neceſſary to 
ec avoid haſtening them by uſeleſs precautions. On 
this they founded their ſuſpicion, that the king had a 
deſign to proceed to ſome violent meaſures againſt cer- 
tain perſons of the queen's + houſhold, and whe were 
moſt in her confiden ee. 
FRoM Blois the king came to Poitiers; he after- 
wards ſhewed himſelf in the Limoſin and Guienne : his 
 prefence produced every where ſo good an effect, that 
he found no oppoſition to his will, not even te the 
eſtabliſhment of the penny in the livre 1: he might 
have afterwards continued this impoſt, and the collect- 
ing of it would have met with no diffieulty; but, ſatis- 
fied with the ſubmiſſion of his people, he took that op- 
portunity to change it into a ſmall ſubſidy, and after» 
wards to ſuppreſs it entirely. The edi& of revocation 
expreſſed, that his majefty was wholly induced to it by 
the obedience of his ſubjects. Henry, pleaſed with the 
fucceſs of his journey i, returned again to Fontainebleau, 
Whither he was ſoon followed by marechal Biran.' 
Tux conſternation. his party was thrown' into by 
the king's journey, convinced him that his affairs 
e ee e e e nog AD ores Tn 


4 
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. + This is ſpeaking, very plainly; and 3s the other Memoirs of that 
time all agree with this notjon, it can ſcarce be doubteg, that Henry 
had not ogly taken a reſolution to clear the court of theſe informers, who 
exaſperated the queen's. mind again} him, but likewiſe to make this 
- princeſs ſenfible of her. indiſcretion, by forbearing to ſee her, and 
obliging her to live at a diftance from him in one of his palaces, ani 
perhaps by ſending her back to Florence. We may fee, in the Hiftory 
of the Mother and Son, tom. I. p, 9 that this pringe had threatened her 
both with the one and the other. It is probable that M. de Rofny thought 
this laſt eoutſe rather too violent, as, in fact, it was, all circymſiances 
t. La Septennaire ſays, that M. de Roſoy was ſent for this purpoſe by 
his majeſty to Rocheile; and that he was commiſſioned by the Rochelſers 
3 one avs Nw to the king, for ſpppreſſing the pancarte or tariff 
* Dering this journey to Poitiers, ſays La Septennaire, which laſted 
near two months, the court ſeemed melancholy, the king penfive; no 
councils, no judicial proceedings were held, except at Blois; all which 
was owing to the public and private diſquiets of Henry, of which men- 
tion has already been made, | 
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were not ſo far advanced as he had been willing to be- 


lieve; this made him take a reſolution to go to court, 


which ſeveral other motives contributed to confirm. 


His treaty with Spain and Savoy was not yet upon 
ſuch a footing, as could give him hopes of having 
an immediate ſupply of what troops and money he had 


occaſion” for. Too glaring an oppoſition of the king's 


will : might raiſe ſuſpicions of his treaſonable prac- 
tices, which hitherto he imagined had eſcaped notice; 


nor was it unlikely, as the baron de Lux, his friend 


and confidant, repreſented to him, that the king, upon 
his repeated refuſals to appear before him, would 
march directly to him with an army, as to a declared 
rebel; which would be a fatal ſtroke to the marechal, 
who was neither in a condition to defend himſelf, nor 
to retire into any of his fortreſſes, which were unpro- 


vided with ammunition of * rr ee of 


artillery. 
I nap grepered: Wen for this Grokes: by the pre- 


cqotions: I took ſome months before: I repreſented to 


him, that it was neceſſary all the pieces of cannon in 
the fortified places in Burgundy ſhould be caſt over 
again, and the powder new beat. The attention with 
which I applied myſelf to all the duties of my employ- 
ment, as grand maſter, was alone ſufficient to have made 

this propoſal paſs unſuſpected; but that I might not 
give the leaſt umbrage by it to the marechal, I was the 
Arſt to offer him to ſupply the deficiencies, by furniſh- 
ing him with plenty of every thing that was neceſſary. 
from the arſenal of Lyons, which I had lately filled 


with great care. I conſented that Biron ſhould diſ-— 
patch ſome of his ſoldiers to Lyons, to eſcort the boats 
that were to be loaded with the pieces of cannon I was 
to ſend him, and that he ſhould receive them before 


he ſent away thoſe he already had. He was ignorant 
that I had taken ſuch meaſures every where, that the 
boats * Lyons which went by _ Saone very ſlowly, 


were 


* n 
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3 by the way, till thoſe that came from Bur- 
gundy had got beyond the places under his juriſdiction; 
and when _ _— ar 4 eee . boats proceeded 
nofarther. 7; 7: 10 2201007 9777 $202 17 
BIRON ad _ perceive the artifies bad made uſe 
of till it was out of his power to prevent it: he diſco- 
vered ſo'violenta rage againſt me, and boaſted ſo pub- 
licly that he would ler me, that the king wrote to 
me never to go out without a good guard. I had like- 
wiſe, as if without deſign, poſted the light horſe upon 
the paſſage of the Loin. But all this, which Biron 
probably believed to be done only to mortify him, 
eould not open his eyes: De Lux and he drew no 
other inference from the impoſſibility they were now 
under of defending themſelves, but that it was neceſſary 
they ſhould receive the king, till by foreign aſſiſtance 
they had provided for their ſecurity. Deſcures and 
Jeannin acted in ſuch a manner with them, as to en- 
creaſe this confidence; and La-Fin had not only given 
Biron ? the ſtrongeſt Alſürance that he had not betrayed 
him, but likewiſe, that he had ſought for an interview 
with the king with no other view than to ſound him, 
and that he bad found him very far from gueſſing the 
truth. This he again confirmed to him at Fontaine- 
bleau, \ where, as he paſſed him, he ſaid theſe words ; 
„Courage, my maſter, and ſpeak boldly.“ The coun- 
eil had likewiſe fo carefully kept the ſecret; that the 
court was wholly: unacquainted with what was deſigned 
againſt Biron; d' Epernon hearing of his arrival at Fon- 
tainebleau, ſent him ſuch offers of ſervice as are uſual 
1 0 orig? of high wet 7 in which, after en 
1 The een Je Birog geen th W. he kad ſeen 5 rivkty hat" Was 
made with Spain gong f into the fire; but La- Fi in deceived him, dy butn= 
ing, inſtead of it, a piece of waſte· paper. 
'$ The' duke d' Epernon did not deny, that upon. this occaſion he had 
performed all the offices of à friend to marechal de Biron : de when he 


& converſed with him upon this affair, ſays the hiſtorian of his life, he 
« did not do it in ambiguous 3 as others did, but with your 2 


> 


— 


—U— . — AE” 0, FR 


„ d'Epernon a onfideritie ſervice. KA 


la vie dy due d Epernon, an. 1602. 


136 M E MOTR S Book III. 


had -paſſed at Blois, he was guilty ot, great improdenses 
0 he bas fince confeſſed himſelf. 

Ines taken a tour to Meret when Bron anives 
at aue ; the king ſent me notice of it in the following 


pillet: My friend, our man is::came.:!, he: affetts 


ce grog modeſty. and reſesve;; haſte hither ſpeedily, 


« that yen may adviſe us what is te be done: Adiey, 
& my. dear friend,” ] returned immediately, and found 


the king walking before the pavilion where I was 
lodged, Dich, Praſlis t, whom he Jeft to come to, me, 
5 bock my ern, and enen his walk, told mas 


, ; 5 
Hor. e 54 e 433993 1 he 


e 0 and a6 He . him * La: Ply trodelteryy and 

< ſhewed bim all the proofy of it, end exhorted bim to throw himſelf yp. 
6 on the king's mercy. This clears the duke, d'Epernon, Du Pleſſis- 
et Bauſſonnierre, a gentleman of honour, and very much attached to the 


44 duke (it is the fame whom be ſent to meet the marechal):was the per- 


employed to uſe al} ſorts of ar Jemqas iy, prevay} pot bim to aſk 

7 15 - king 4 pardon 1 Nene this gent Ada, aft med » poi 2 bis 
4 patton's ingocence, could never be induced to retire into a foreign coun: 
6 try, after th Po the king, who was not-ignergntof this Hep, had cquſed 
« the marechal de Biron to be arreſted; in which he di the duke 
7; he afterwa s gave him a ſe- 


« cond piece of advice, which proxed very fuccefsful, and that was, i ta 


1c confeſs. freely to his majeſty all his proceedings with, F Wy | 


ec r0n, with what 'views and intentions he had t reated with pim.“ 


fame hiſtorian, in this account, throws in ſome hints, w ich 1 
the very bottom pf the . Epe ee Kb timents, oh which at 
ſame time ſerve, to ſhew his char; The duke d'Epernpn, ſays 


” and Biron, having gone En 8 Uh Lene to pay their com li- 
4 mente nſter dinner, hig Majgſty being told beforeh and of their coming, 


Jaced himſelf ata Window, to ohſeryg, through the glaſs, their mo- 


| 45 jons and *countenance. A friend of the duke d' Epęrnon, who was 


4 about the king, gave him notice of łhis, that ne might regulate his 
<  þfhaviour A yogi Bpt be. afted. gane contrary do what: he was 
f adviſed ; and being more and more c onfirmed an the tetimony he re- 
"ceived from his . of his aa and filled with a juſt and 


4 bich iodisnatiao t fee; his fidelity. ſuſgected, he:walked on with an 


& upright countenance, and hie eyes directed towards the window where 


_ he knew the king leaned. | This his _— took particular notice of, 


«. and made thoſe about him de ſo too The King N made a 


4 match at tennis, in which the count de Soiſſons, ; with. the king, 5 
« ed againſt the duke d' Epernon and the m rechal.” t is at t match 


the hiftariaps of that time make the duke 11 55 a good ſayig telling 


> fk. = that he played well, boy * his fide badly. Hiſt, de 


Charles de Choiſeul, mar uis 2E Ps e Prall ca tain of p 
of 7h, ci died a marechal of France in the jo cage ea. the fiſt ;ompany 


® =. ũ ca a. . 
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that he had in vain endeavoured, by every method he 
could think of, to extort from Biren + a confeſſion of 
his crime, although he was ſo little capable of conceal- 
ing his thoughts, that he read them plainty in his coun- 
tenance. His majeſty afterwards laid open to me his 
molt: fecret ſentiments with regard to the marechal; he 
ſtill felt for hit all his former tenderneſs, and beheld 
him not with reſentment, but compaſſion: ardenvly: he 
wiſhed, that I would ſuggeſt to him the means by which, 
without incurring any danger, he might avoid treating 
him as a ſtate criminal: but this was not eaſy to be 
done, conſidering the diſpoſition Biron was known to be 
of; if it was dangerous to ſuffer him to eſeape, when he 


ſhewed no ſigns of repentance, it was no leſs ſo to re- 


leafe him upon his word, after letting him know that he 
Tux king once more refumed a refolution ſuggeſted 
to him by the natural ſweetneſs of his temper, which 


z 


was, to endeavour to reſtore the marechal to a right 


way of thinking; but as he had not been able to 'fuc- 
ceed in this attempt himſelf, he ordered me to under- 
take it, and promiſed me to avew all I ſhould fay to'Bi- 
ron to engage his ſubmiſſion, provided that I gave him 


+ The king, wearied out with his obſtinacy, ſuddenly left him, 
ſaying, as he went away, «© Well, I muſt learn the truth elſewhere: 
6% Adieu, baron de Biron.” Theſe words were like lightning befoze a 
clap of thunder, that truck him to the ground: the king thereby de- 


grading him from thoſe many high dignities to which he had advanced 


F e 


him. The fame day, after ſupper, the count de Soiffons alſo 'exhorted 
him, in the king's name, to own the truth to him: and concluded his 
remonſtrance with this. ſentence of the wiſe man, The anger of Ren 
« is the forerunner of death. Peref. ibid. After dinner, fays 
la Septennaire, he came to wait on the king, who was walking in 
his grand hall, where his majeſty, ſhewiog him his ſtatue in relieve 


triumphing over the vanquiſhed, ſays to him, „ Well, coufin, if the 


% king of Spain had ſeen me thus, what would he fay ?”” To which 
he lightly made anſwer, 5 Sir, he would fear you but lite.“ Al 
the lords that were preſent took notice. of this preſumptuops anſwers 
and the king looking ſteryly at him, Biron, who obſerved if, 

plained his meaning, by adding, ( mean, Sir, that ſtatue, but "not 
this perſon.” 4 | e 
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iwas what La-Fid bad aid; 4 to ht ene of 
arreſting him, to which he muſt have recourſe if the 
marechal perſiſted in his obſtinacy. If he opens him- 

«ſelf — to you, ſaid the king, upon the confidence 
“you muſt endeavour to inſpire him with of my fa- 
45 vourable intentions towards him, aſſure him; that he 
< may come to me without fear, and confeſs all; and 


if he diſguiſes no part of the truth, I promiſe you, 


upon 80 nt wands: L a nn? him Ry 
| 6 3 


3241 WENT. 10 hes a4 to = hs PW ry e was | 


in his majeſty's chamber, talking to La-Curte at the, 
head of the bed. I had a ſufficient number of atten- 


dants with me: and the marechal, ſeeing his people 


make way at my approach, advanced to ſalute me, but 


did it very coldly. I thought I ought to begin, by en- 


dea vouring to ſoften the reſentment I knew he enter- 
tained againſt me: How is this! monſieur, ſaid I, 
<.embracing him, you ſalute me with the gravity of a 


6. ſenator, contrary to your uſual cuſtom; you ml 
ce not be thus reſerved, embrace me a ſecond time, and 


< let us talk freely,” When we were ſeated, and out 
of the hearing of any perſon in the room, Well, mon- 


« ſieur, ſaid I, in an obliging tone, what a ſtrange 


4 man are you! have you yet paid your reſpec̃ts to the 
king? how were you received by him? what has he 
t ſaid to you? you know his diſpoſition is frank and 


« open, he likes others to be fincere with him; 1 


« am told you behaved in a very reſerved manner to 
60 him, which was far from being ſeaſonable, nor did 


te jt ſuit with either his temper or yours: I am your 


t kinſman, your friend, and your ſervant, take my 
„ counſel, and you will find it will be uſeful to you; 
ee tell me freely what you have upon your heart, and ; 
66 depend upon it Iwill procure you ſatisfaction; be 
4 not apprehenſive that I will deceive vou.“ To all 


this Biron contented himſelf, with replying i in a, 1 
n 


” 
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ard indifferent fätmer, ©T have waited ont the king 
with all the Nrerenbe and reſpect that Lowe him 5 
I have anſwered all his queſtions, which were ny 
Ce On general matters; nor had I any thing more to ſay 
&to him. Ah e replied I, it is not thus 
Wy that"yo6o oight to ac with the king: you Know the 
4. goodnefs ef his heart, open yours to him, and declare 
freely to him, or to me, if you had rather it ſhould 
e be fo, alt" your” grievances ; and [ promiſe that, be- 
< fore night, yôu ſhall be ſatisfied with each other. 
* I have nothing more to ſay either to the king or to 
ce you than what I have already ſaid, returned the ma- 
66 fechal; but, if his majeſty entertains any ſuſpicion | 
& of me, or thinks I have given him any cauſe of com- 
G plaint againſt me, let him or you acquaint me with 
the oceaſion of theſe ſulpicion and diſguſts, and 1 | 
ce will give you fatisfaQtion.” © The king,“ ſaid 15 
in my . to ſave him, © is offended at your 
6 coldneſs; for as to other particulars, added I imme- 
©. diately, he is quite ignorant ʒ but let your conſci- 
Dence be your judge, and act in the fame manner 
© as if you knew we were informed of your moſt ſe- 
4 cret actions, nay even your words and thoughts; for 
Gy proteſt to you, upon my honour, this is the moſt 
&« certain way to obtain whatever you can deſire from 
« the king. The method I recommend to you I al- 
85 ways follow myſelf: if it ever happens that 1 com- 
e mit any little fault, I acknowledge and exaggerate ĩt 
eto the king, who then grants me all wiſh: if you 
2 will believe me and take my counſel, dear marechal, 
2 I, you and I ſhall govern the court, and be 
© at the head of affairs.“ I am willing to believe 
5. you,” replied Biron with the ſame coldneſs, “ but I 
have nothing to accuſe myſelf of; I feel my conſei- 
on ence perfecty at eaſe, ſince: the. coifelfion, I made the 
„king at Lyons. Although I had probably ſaid but 


too much 3 1 F could not hinder myfelf from 
making 
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making him ſtill ſeveral other inſtance: „orbit he ges 
ceived .; Al 998; hoy. abe en to his .gwe 
4 inga. Ine Hs e en 1:23 
TAE king entering what e e d to him 
| all that I had faid o Biron, and bis anſwers. Jou 
A A dene e ade, too tar, faid this pringe to me, and 
have ſaid enough to cręate ſame. Gre in him, 
7 04 even to. induce big to fly- Gq. into. that. gab- 
4 lery,”?, added, bis majeſty, after reflecting ſome mo- 
ments upon the blindneſs and obſtinacy with which the 
marechal hurried on to his ruin, and wait for me 
« there; I would talk to my wife and you alone.“ 
Accordingiy be ceturned a ſhort time rank with 
the queen, — chutting the door of the gallecy, he told 
ys, igt the double obligation he was, under, g à king 
and father, to watch. ver the ſafetyland happineſs, of 
the ſtate, leaving him no other part to take but that 
4 arreſting marechal Biron and the count d' Auvergne, 
all that now remained was to conſider how to do it 
ſecurely +. . His majeſty was of opinion, that we ſhould 
wait till the marechal and the count were. retiſed egch 
to his reſpeQive lodging, and that then ſoldiers ſhould 
be: . 0 ne the. oe day has, nk —_— | 


be 


＋ It whats not haye been done, if the arte de Biron had ak? 
advantage of the notice that —_ * ven bim. A certain 8 put a let- 
ter into his hand, as he was to wait o ki er ſupper, in 
the name of the cqunteſs de y his figter ; 1215 1 ele hat 
news, upoh finding. that- the Felge made no for; he ' doubted fome- 
thing if way the matter; and, after opening the letter, he found notice 
5.2 1 him that, if be did not make his retreat 1 7 "hours, = ;woulg. 
b arrefted, and directly ſhewed it to one of In ads called N Car- 


ul ary who ſaid to bim, Then, adieu, fir, Iwiſn had a paignad in 

my breaſt, provided you were now ſafe in Burgundy, | To this he made 

apſwer, lappaſe I were there, and that I were to have four i in mine, u o 

receiving the king's orders, I would immediately come hither. Not- 

withſtanding: this, he wept inta the king's chamber, where be played at 

primero with ” yeen, andi 18 the midſt of his game, the ſieur de Mer e. 1 
a gentleman of Bur gundy, as obſerved to hi r ſomewhat in hi his 


which the webe not rogutding, the count. d Auvergne came: alſo, and 


dyi f 
= 9 A on i fan tolling bim it i. * 5 te ** 


. 


— 28 — aa 5 * _ ——_ "I , 
4 of; 2 r OE. n 
- * a S 1 + 
I 7 I” * 


* 4 Hoof R 15 80 


be i he Was Hoölet nl ane matt ls Kar 4öbabcbd; 
and' that, Ack the grey pat of the courtiers, Wear 
bf *waiting for his majeſty's retiring, ſhould be with- 
25 ſhe Of ey friould chen de ſeized 4 they went out of 
in | 
"done, teplied Henfy, -withbilt Havitig my "chat 
m 1 Abſet” lied win bisod; for they" will kot ka 
draw heir Tabs, and defend t. 41 5 
«tas mood happen, I had rather it wete in their 
a EY partment than mine.” "I thou ght it of mot alte. 
0 upon his pccaſion, to x60, as much as poſh- 
Et l 400 confyſion; but the king 8 
| 12 In its ft propoſal, tock leave of eg bidding m 
1 home to ſupper, * and at nine d- Cock, ſaid he, 1 
7 your hofſes be Prepared, and you ahd' all 5 dür people 
ef 4. booted, ready to mouft and ſet out Gen 1 fend 
m i Ar 
I wiruvprEw to my pooion, where, after giving 
bidets So to thoſe I had received: from his ma- 
| jeſty, 1 Went into m <loſet, from Whenck 1 <buld* 5 
all that paſſed about iron's a artment, which was in 8 
the pavilion 0 pole to mine. 1 read ad walked about 


alternately, without regleRing. fo obſerve what was. do- 


ing on that fide where expected ſoon to ſee, the at- 
kack begun, and to receive new. orders from the king. s 
"The (clock ſtrück nine, ten, and eleven, yet nothing 
was done; at length midnight came, yet all was 
quiet: I am afraid, ſaid I, returning into my chamber, 
whete all my domeſtics waired for the ſcene that was 
preparing, ſome. at play, ſome in converſation, and 
sthers aſleep, I am afraid, ſaid 1; that they have not 
taken their Tieafures r Ahe and have ſuffered the birds, 
which with ſo little culty- they might have taken, 
| E eſcape, and wich will not be eaſtiy entrapped again. 

IL. then ordered them to ſaddle r my hor ſes, and pack up 
tmy buggage, while I went into my eloſet, and wrote 4 
| fed Words. 
"Toh 
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1 grau b ho hate, an 1 1 mh: 1 
| bear a noiſe at the door of my pavilion next the gar- 
deen, and a voice that cried, ce, Monſieur, the King ſends 
bk for ge 1 ele at the e and e 


SEES 


P 5 * 8 


© God be praiſed, faid I, that 6 ine has. followed 
4 that Wee 105 directly to his majeſty's,apart- | 
5 nent. * Our men are ſeized, ſaid he to, me, mount 
e your horſe, and go and prepare their lodgi $ in the 
| cc Baſtile; T ſhall ſend them in a boat to the gate of 
6 the arſenal next the river: make them land there, 
de that they may not be ſeen, and carry them without 
* -any noiſe through the midſt of your courts and gar- 
e dens. _ When 195 have made proper diſpoſitions in 
44 the arſenal | for their reception, if you can before they 
| Cc. arrive, which they will do ſoon after. you, go.t to the 
; b arliament and the town-houſe, and. declare there 
hat has happened; tell them that, at my arrival, 
8 they ſhall know the reaſons for this proceeding, 
Which they will find to be juſt.” All theſe orders 


3 were, Happily and La executed, At the, very 1 mo- 
ment 


£3 2 1 e 4 oy 3 18 be 1. n 


7 10 nn 
£21 Wits « aneh the Musdebual de Bison as he came out of ko king's 
antichowber. „ Sir, ſays he to him, the king has commanded mg; to 
#4 ve him an account of your perſon : deliver me your ſword,” ou 
teſt,” replies Biron to him, „ Sir, rejoins Vitry, the king has 
&« fo commanded me. «© Pray, ſays the marechal again, let me ſpeak 
« to: the king.“ No, Sir, returns Vitry, the king is retired. to 
we Teſt.” Pra in waited” at the ſame time for the count d'Auvergne at 
the gate of the caſtle, to whom, as he. came out, he ſaid, “ You 
„are the king's. priſoner,” © What 1, I, returned the count d' 
& vergne much breed. „ 4% Ves you, Sir, fays Praſſin to him, 1 
© arreſt you in the king's! gin: Ae me your ſword,” 4 Here 
8 E take it, replies the count, it has never killed any but wild boars 3 a if 
* you had acquainted me ſooner of this, I would have been in bed and 
0 er "uo hours ago,” 


» * 
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ment the priſoners landed-at: the arſenal, my wife was 
brought to bed- of that daughter of mie "whe: bore the 
title of mademoiſelle de Sully. £26 K 
I GAVE the care of the priſoners to tha ſoldiers of 
the king's/guards joined to:my:own, and poſted them in 
ſuch a manner that they might be ſaid to be guards upon 
each other. I like wiſe placed a guard upon the baſtion 
oppoſite to the windows: in the priſoners apartment, and 


another upon the terrace of the tower; ſo that, as I 
wrote. to the king, it was impoſſible they ſhould eſcape, 
- unleſs by the interpoſition of angels. The repeated ad- 


vices, I received from his majeſty, obliged me to take all 


theſe precautions. A few. days after the detention of 


the priſoners, the king wrote to me, that he. was in- 
formed, there was a ſcheme laid to procure their eſcape, 
ordering me to watch them carefully, for that I ſhould 
anſwer for them. I conſented to this condition, rely- 
ing on the fidelity of my ſoldiers, who, to make an 
.eſcape practicable, muſt have been corrupted every one. 
Another time the king ſent me notice, that the plot 
which was formed for delivering Biron and d: Auvergne, 
was alſo againſt my perſon: a; boat full of ſoldiers was 


in the night to come up the river, and the men were 
to land at the ſteps of a gate behind my apartment 


which looked upon the river, that they were to force 
open this gate with A. petard, to do the fame by the ſe- 
cond, and get into my chamber while I was in bed, and 


carry me to Franche-Comté, freſh. horſes being in rea- 


dineſs for them at the end of every ten leagues; and 
that, when in poſſeſſion of my perſon, they were to deal 


with me by way of repriſal, as Biron ſnould be dealt 


with. This laſt information, although ſo circumſtan- 


tial, appeared to me as frivolous as the reſt: I thanked 
his majeſty, however, for giving it to me. He had the 


goodneſs to command me to be ſtridly attentive to my 
own: ſafety, aſſuring me, that, if the deſigns: which were 
Wig againſt me ſhould ſucceed, he would not heſitate a 
moment | 
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40 1 RES? Book XI. 
moment ee me at the price of freeing the pri- 


ſoners, and, if there were occaſion, by a ftill greater con- 
ceſſion. To my en I Dane a n n likewiſe 


at this gate 


Tux firſt auen, hen on dem Blaneme nnd, 
and the two counfeliors de Fleury and de Thurin, were 
named by the parliament to eb. u the priſoners, 


whom, fer this purpoſe, T ordered to be carried inte 


au ſmall pavilion in the midſt ef the great walk of the 


arſenal: as it was neceſſary likewiſe that they ſhould be 


_ -enatnined in full parlament, I cauſed a covered boat u 
de propa 
cher and brought back again, without being ſeen; The 
Hiſtory of this trial, and all the paxtieulars of the event 


ted for them, in which they were carried thi- 


Jam now relating, are known to every one; and that 


marechal Biron +, ſeeing Miron, the lieutenant-civil, 


at the foot of the ſcaffold, gave him a caution againſt 
La- Fin, took his leave of the elder Rumigny, entreat- 


* him to bear his reſpeets to mademoiſele de Ru- 


Which, he faid, was all the preſent he had to 


ane her; and many circumſtances of 'the like nature. 


The ſüclcen ſallies of rage, the terrors and weakneſs 


rg rags man 1. CER wien the 1 dangers 'of 


W's 
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» Achille Je ne cbe geh prefideotiz 1 Potter, ds 
Blancmeſail, preſident; Stephen de F leury, dean; Philibert de Thurin, 
ebanſellor of the grand Pad 3 ä 

T The {patticuler sccbunt of this affair, to whith the sther 
here refers, is to. de found in all the biſtorians, and in many otber 


: writings 
1 Thefe ws agitations had almoſt deprived him of his ſenſes, and 


8 trouble to the aſſiſtants, eſpecially to the executionet, who durft 
not let him ſee his ſword, and who yet took his opportunity ſo well, b 
amufing the marechal, that he made bis head fy fly off at one blow, whic 
ne gave ſo dextrouſly: that it was ſeatcely ſeen. | I carinor forbear'mention- 
to the honour of learning, that marechal-Biron the father was as re- 
markable for erudition, as the ſon for ignorance z he could ſcafcely read. 


the following accourit bf him, from the Chronelogie Septennziré, will 


ferve to fniſh his character. The author, after obſerving that he had al- 
moſt all the 0 ualities neceſſary to make a great warrior, nameiy, that he 
Vas brave, ceſsful, * ſober, and 9 adds, © He 
N c was 
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his execution, have furniſhed matter for much diſcourſe, 


and doubtleſs will not be forgot by hiſtorians: as for me, 
I have nothing new to relate, except, perhaps, ſome cir- 


cumſtances that regard me perſonally. | |. 


* 


Wai x preparations were making for trying the two 
ſtate priſoners, they often deſired to ſpeak with me *: 


two 


% 


« was particularly fond of if plendor, e and oſtentatious, and even has | 


ec been often known to deſpiſe the p 
tc ouſly, that he might gratify his fantaſtic paſſion for glory; he was daring 
cc in battle, and immeaſurably ambitious: he was ſo preſumptuous as to 
« believe that neither the king nor France could do without him; he 
«© was, alſo become ſo malevolent and ſlanderous, that he fpoke in of an 


« princes; he has been oſten heard to ridicule the maſs, and make a jeſt 
« of the pretended reformed ; there are numberleſs inftances given of his 


© having but little religion; Be rel my much on the predictions of 
ter this gives an account of an 


. adventure-that happened to him as he 5 2 conſult, under a bor 
t 


rowed name, the.old aftrologer La Broffe, the fame of whom M, de Sully 
ſpeaks ſo often in His Memeirs. This: good man, ſays he, who was 
tt then in 2 little tower or gerret that ſerved him for a ſtudys faid to him, 


„ Well, my ſon, I ſee the perſon for whom this nei s caft will ar- 
itary 


ce rive at great honours, through his diligence and mi 


bravery, and 
% might come to be a king, but there Is a capur'a/pot thatkeeps him from 

« jt.” 4c And What is the meaning of that, ſays e de Biron? 
«Don't aſk me the meaning of it, returns La Bro e. © Noy fays the 
< baron, but I muſt know.” After many altercations between them, 
La Broſſe at length ſaid, „The meaning is this, my friend, he will do ſo 

% much that he ſhall have his head cut off. Upon this, the baron fell 


upon him and beat him cruelly, and afterwards leaving him half dead, 


cume down from the garret, taking the key of the door with him. This 


account is filled with pther pretended predictions that were made him, and 
to ghich I think no man of fenſe would have ſhewn any regard, 
© He requeſted the ſieur de Baranton, M. de Praflin's lieutenant, to 


| wait on M. Roſny from him, and tell him that he defired to ſee him; but, 


if that favour could not be obtained, he earneſtly begged of him to inter- 
cede with the king for his life, a piece of ſervice which he expected from 
him, as he always had a great eſteem for him, and found him to be bis 
friend; and ſuch a friend that, had he been perſuaded by him, he would 
not have been in the place where he then was; that there were perſon 

more guilty than himſelf, but that he was the moſt unfortunate of them 
nll; that he was content to be confined between four bare walls and chain= 
ed down. The earneſt entreaties which the fieur de Baranton made in his 


name fo greatly affected M. de Roſny and bis lady, the fieur Zamet, and 


others, who were preſent, that they were unable to ſpeak for ſome time, 
and ſat liſtening in tears, At length M. de Roſny broke filente and ſaid, 


eaſures of the table and live abſtemi- 
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two conſiderations hindered me from giving them this 
ſatisfaction; firſt, becauſe it would be to no purpoſe to 
hear the prayers and ſolicitations of Biron, whoſe death 
was too neceſſary for the good of the ſtate, and too 
firmly reſolved by the king, to give hopes of obtaining 
Iris pardon; ; and ſecondly, having been comprehended 
myſelf in La-Fin' s depoſitions, I was not willing to give 
either weak or malignant perſons room to ſuſpect that 
J had uſed any endeavours with the priſoners to keep 
them ſilent with regard to me, or that I had any occa- 
Hon to ſpeak to them. It was my deſign, on the other 
hand, that, if any ſuppoſed me to have had the leaſt 
connexion with Biron, they ſhould think that, by thus 
refuſing to ſee him, I ſhould make him reſolve to live 
no longer on terms of civility with a man whom, upon 
that ſuppoſition, he muſt, for many reaſons, regard as a 
traitor, He reverenced my innocence, and if he ſpoke 
of me, as he often did, it was only to praiſe the coun- 
ſels Thad given him, and to condemn himſelf for not 
i following a e 
Drrruxcris, grand provoſt 20 the Iſle-de-France, 
took down in writing all the converſatioris i in which ma- 
rechal Biron had mentioned my name, and gave the 
manuſcript to me ſome time afterwards. By that I learn- 
ed that Biron, when he came out of the chapel, where 
he had made his confeſſion to the ſieurs Garnier and 
Maignan doctors of the Sorbonne, aſked if there was no 
perſon there belonging to monſieur de Roſny z and being | 
told that the yowngey" Arnaud was 1 885 he called him 


ec 1 cnt ſee him nor „ op 8 it 16 now. Noo Oy 1.4 * 
«« he been perſuaded. by me, he had not been in this. melancholy: 
dc ſituation, for he ought to have declared the truth to his majeſty, 
es from the time of his arrival at Fontainebleau and fince» he did 
& not ſo, he has taken from the king the means of -givivg him, his 
« life, and from all his friends that of interceding for him.“ Chro- 
- _  Nologie-Septennaire, ann. 1602. See the whole of: this affair in the 
17 hiftorian Matthieu, tom. II. liv. iii. p. 482, to 534; Where an account 
e. of what relates to the duke of wy is con ormable to that in our 
8 emoirs, 
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and ſaid, Monſieur Arnaud, I defire you. will carry my : 

cc laſt farewel to monſieur de Roſny, and tell him, that 

46 & to-day he loſes one of his beſt friends, and the moſt ®* 
affectionate kinſman and ſervant he ever had: L have 
cc ne highly eſteemed his merit, and valued his 
6. friendſhip. Alas!“ ſaid he, after raiſing his Vdice 
and ſhedding ſome tears, which obliged him to keep his 
face covered with his handkerchief, had I believed 
e him, I ſhould have avoided this fate: tell him, I be- 
c ſeech you, that I recommend my brothers: to him, 
6c particularly my brother * Saint Blancard who is His 
< nephew, and that I entreat he will give my youngeſt 
brother ſome poſt about the dauphinꝭ and that he 
* would tell them that, although I have failed in mꝗ 
* duty and obedience, yet that they ought- faithfully ts 
c“ perform theirs, and continue always firm in their at- 
cc tachment to the king; but that he would not let them 
come immediately 0 court, left: they ſhould : ſuffer 
N any reproaches on my account.” Another time Bi- 
2 talking of me, ſaid, The 3 has, in monſieur 

de Roſny, a faithful ſervant, and a wiſe and prudent 
c counſellor; his majeſty has done well to make uſe of 
< him; for welle heco I Müre H councils, 
„ France will be happy, and I might have been ſo like- 
% wiſe, had I governed myſelf by his advice.” On a 

other occaſion I ſhould have avoided inſerting. in _ 
Memoirs, ſuch diſcourſes in my praiſe; buron'this I did 
not think myſelf at liberty to make the leaft alteration 
in the marechal's words. I was ignorant of his having 
given theſe public teſtimonies of his eſteem for me, when 


1 agel with the reſt of his relations +3 in e implocing a 
1 | favour 


john os tnt, ſeigneur's Je « Saint Blancard, had nies ues. 
rin de Szint-Genits, niece to M. de Sully, The marechaldeiBiron hid | A 
no other . living 3 3 he muſt cherefore comprehend en mme „ 
his br tRers-I ha, x F F 
elfieur de Saint Blancatd, ge hn Mints; the coudtihy Rob, 2 
Chatendneüf, de Themines, de Salignac; and de Saint Angel, went three © 
days after the arreſt of marechal de I to er er at 1 vr 
2 
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favour for him, a wins one indeed, it was TO y to coun 


the place deſtined for his execution; accordingly, in- 
| Read of the Greve, which was named in the ſentence 
that was paſſed upon him, his majeſty permitted the 
bh marechal to be beheaded. in the court of the Baſtile. 


Tur death of Biron entirely diſooncerted all the 
{cliomes! of the cabal. Lavardin, who had been ſent at 
the ſame time by his majeſty into Burgundy, at the head 
of a body of troops, took poſſeſſion of all the places there 


which had been held by marechal Biron, without ſtriking 
a blow, and ſent Senecé to inform the king that this 


province had ſubmitted. The government of it was 
given to the dauphin, to whom M. Le Grand was made 


ſieutenant. The proceedings againſt the conſpirators 
ſtopped here; and, except Fontenelles *, whom Henry 
thought it neceſſary to puniſſi ſor an example to others, 


although he was not one of the principal criminals, he 


pardoned all the reſt. The number of the conſpirators 


eat, and, upon examination, many of the 


Was very. 


moſt conſiderable courtiers were involved in the guilt. 


hened as much as poſſible the king's inclinati- 
ity: I fore warned thoſe whom I knew to have 


ſented 


of * . 5 was W at t St. Maar 4 des Foftes, but they could ob- 
tain no. other favor than that which our author ſpeaks of here. Henry 
Ne ted them by reminding them of the example of the conſtable de 

t Paul, allied to the houſe of Boutbon, who was beheaded for a fi- 


* l lar crime, and the prince of Condé, who would have undergone 'the 
|  "Catne Fate; 'tha 


dit not been for the death of Francis II. &c., MS. Bibliot. 
. vol. 9129, where likewiſe may de ſeen a collection of pieces re- 
lating tothe marechal de Biron's proceſs. 
Guy Eder de Beaumanoir, baron de Fomtenelles, was a gentleman 


Fs 5 Brittany. He was convicted of having intended to deliver up the fort 


of Douarnenes to the Spaniards, for which be was drawn upon a ledge, 


-aad: broke alive in the Greve, ' *© The king, ſays M. de Pere xe, i in con- 


te Gdorktion! of his family, which was very illuftrious, granted to his 

Sen hi that hn che arret, he ſhould, pot be called by his own name; 
' bat hiſtory could not conceal it.” M. de Thoy, Iv. 125, ſpeaks 
WP 1 Aim as of a fellow who had been employed in Brittany by the leagye- 


1 According; to Siri, there was ſomething more than mere ſuſpicions 


end the conſtable de-Moptmorency, and even agaiaſtthe duke de Mont- 
Penſier. * recond, vol. I. P. 13. 


j 


18. 6 7 8 1 IV. 149 
ſemed to them ſo plainly, that alli they had now to do 


was to throw themſelves at the king's feet, and ĩmplore 


his pardon, that almoſt all purſued this method: the 
ſecrecy which I promiſed them will not permit me to 


mention their names here, and, far from having any 
cauſe to repent of a ſtep of which the king and myſelf 


only were witneſſes, they were ſoon convinced that his 
majeſty not only took care to ſnew he had no refent- 
ment againſt them, but like wiſe appearec to. hold them 


in higher eſteem than before. Herbert, who was ſe- 


cretary to the party, and had been ſeveral times ſent 


5 into Milan, and throughout all Italy, by marechal Bi- 
ron, was likewiſe arreſted. I was ordered to interro- 


gate him in the preſence of the count d' Auvergne, and 
to receive his depoſitions, the king having promiſed him 
a pardon, upon condition that he fincerely declared all 
he knew. The principal diſcovery he made; and that 
which gave the fulleſt conviction of the perfidy of Spain, 


Vas, that Roncas and Alphonſo Cazel had been ſent by 


that court at different times with large ſums of money 
to marechal Biron. To convince Herbert that his ma- 
jeſty had no deſign to deceive him, before I began to 
examine him, I delivered his pardon, ſigned by ile em 
into the hands of the count d' Auvergne. 
Tre baron de Lux was not excepted out of: 0 | 
3 amneſty; his perplexity, when he heard of the 
impriſonment of his friend, had been very great, becauſe 
he found it equally dangerous to leave, as to ſtay in 
the kingdom; he was ſhill undetermined what to do, 


when La Plume came from his majeſty with an order 


to attend him, promifing him his pardon, at the ſame 
time, if he would endeavour to deſerve it by his ubedi- 
ence and repentance. De Lux, ſenſible of his guilt, 
was now more alarmed than before; yet he told the 


meſſenger that he was ready to obey the king's orders, 


provided he would aſſure him that he ſhould not be ex- 


| poſed t. to the ſhame of 2 pou e nor Ap con- 


"fronted 
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nn aceuſers; that he ſhould be continued 
in his poſt *, and permitted to retire from court after 


his bien c; he was afraid: of being detained, under 


pretence that it waz either not full enough or inſincere. 


There being no letter from his majeſty, De Lux appear- 


ed contented with a ene aner - hand that he 
(hold, receive no har. 


Tux king having — all that the ons De . 
denianded,! he came to Paris, and meeting his majeſty 
as he was going to hunt, threw bimſelf at his feet, and 
was beginning a long ſpeech, when the king, who had 
not leiſure to hear him then, ſtopped him ſhort, by ſay- 
ing, Go to monſieur de Roſny, and I will talk to you 
5 afterwards.” This order, the tone with which De 
Lux fancied it was given, and the place to which he 


was ſent, raiſed ſuch apprehenſions in his mind, that he 


was upon the point of making his eſcape. However, he 
came to the arſenal, but under ſuch terrors, that, in- 
ſtead of liſtening to any thing I faid to him, he was con- 
tinually looking round him; and his apprehenſions were 
increaſed when he ſaw his majeſty⸗ s guards enter and 
file ſoff in ihe court of the arſenal, the king having ſent 


them thither, becauſe he intended to paſs by the arſenal 


in his return from the chace. De Lux now thought 
himſelf loſt. Ah! monſieur, ſaid he to me, I came 
“ hither upon the king's word and yours; do you in- 
t tend to detain me? „ Why do you aſk me this 

«. queſtion, monſieur ? ſaid I.“ The guards, ſaid he, 
hich I perceive entering in files, perfuaded me that 
it is not the king w/ ho is coming, but that they are 


<;;probably. ſent for me.“ Without giving me time to 


undeceive him, he entreated me to allow him to ſpeak 
to the king before he was confined, promiſing, and I 
believe very ſincerely, to conceal nothing from him. 
2 tha have obſerved _ Rs e but be not 
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He was governor of the caſtle of Dijon, and the town of ok,” 


k 


As OPF S LL X. 15 


56. afraid, I have no orders to arreſt yo ſpeak: 1 
4. to the king, ſwear to be faithful ah and keep 

your oath; you will then have nothing to appre- 
1 « hend; had te duke of Biron acted in that manner, 
ee he would have been now alive.” That moment a 
meſſenger informed me that the king was returned to 
the Louvre, and deſired to ſpeak with me; the evening 
was ſo far advanced before the chace was ended, that, 
inſtead of coming to the arſenal, as he had propoſed, he 
went directly to the palace. This meſſage relieved the 
dann De Lux from his errors. 

. THE next day he had a conference with his majeſty, | 
hich laſted above four hours; he gave no cauſe for ac- 
.cuſing;him of indiſcretion in concealing his accomplices, 
but named ſuch a prodigious number of perſons, that 
Henry, glad to find in ſuch-general accuſations a pre- 
tence for believing none and for making himſelf eaſy, 
treated all thoſe whom De Lux accuſed, and who wers 
continually about him, no leſs favourable than before. 
It is certain, however, that many of them were ac- 
quainted with marechal Biron's deſigns ; but the hope 
of remaining unnoticed amongſt the crowd, determined 
them not to own their connexions with him, notwith- 
ſtanding, all the advances and promiſes which I made 
them. The.conſtable had indeed kept up a ſort of in- 
timacy with Biron, which in prudence ought to have 
been avoided; but, as I was perſuaded that it was mere 
ly perſonal, and extended no further, I thought myſelf 
obliged to juſtify him to his majeſty, on whom his 
aſſurance of. fidelity made ſo. little impteſſion, that he 
could not help regarding him with an eye of ſuſpi- 
cion: I may ſay with truth, that my endeavours did 
not a little contribute towards reſtoring him to the 
king's favour; and this prince had no reaſon to repent 


of his * to him or any of the others *, - except 
of only 


* 35 bp > N 3% - 1 7 
e eee, „ 37 9 wala f30) 


*® It is not coy what 1 Heh r 


vim never had reaſon is repent LE 


to whom it is time to re- 


n the . 40 7e 
turn. n 
Tur nature of that crime Dies he, as org as ths 
| tike of Biron, had committed, and the equality of the 


puniſhment would be alike; however, their fates were 
very different; the king not only gave him his life, 
Which he cauſed to be intimated to him by the confis- 
ble, but alſo foftened, as much as poſſible, the inconve- 
niĩenee of his impriſonment : he permitted him to agree 
with the lieutenant of the Baſtile for his table, diſcharg- 
ed him of the expence of the officers and ſoldiers ap- 
pointed for his guard, and reduced them afterwards to 
five, comprehending the exempt, upon my repreſenta- 
tions that a greater number was uſeleſs. At firſt, in- 


deed, he was not allowed to walk upon the terraſſes, but 


after wards he was indulged in all his deſires; and at 


length wholly + diſcharged from his confinement. He 


had been ſo little accuſtomed to be treated as a criminal, 
that when he was told the king had granted him his life, 


he ſaid, it ſignified nothing, uſiſeſs he e him his tt 


berty likewiſe. 
Tnos who praiſe alike the good or bad 4Qions: of 


kings, will not want arguments to juſtify Henry in this 
different treatment of two equally guilty; they will al- 


Jedge, as it was we ae at bare, that the ſervices 
e his 


this indalgence. As to the afafoation of os Sy thave remains a 
great many doubts, the clearing of which becomes more and more diffi- 
cult: but by ſappoſing what is very likely, namely, that the blow which 
took off Henry IV. did not proceed from the conſpiracy here ſpoken of, 
ve may ſtill believe that this cataftrophe had not happened, if the conſpi- 


rators had been proſecuted with more feverity : in this caſe it muſt be at | 


Jowed, that Henry IV. and M. de Roſny were deceived by their too great 
Jenity, of which the prince became the victim. What the author ſays 
four lines 9 of 3 who boldly concealed themſelves among the 
crowd, ſufficiently thews, that the ſpirit of revolt was not extinguiſhed by 
the death of its head. 

In the beginning of October. © Jt was not, ſays la Septennaire, 
« without having firſt made an open confeſſion to meſheurs the ö 
« Jor, de Sillery, and Roſny.“ 
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oofs againſt them, made it highly probable that their 
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nis majeſty might expect from the count of Auvergne, 


in diſcovering to him the plots of the Spaniſn party 
againſt France, made it neceſſary to pardon him for hie 


own intereſt. For my own part, I am too candid hot 


to confeſs, that on this occaſion the king gave no proof 
of his clemeney, but of his paſſion for the marchioneſs. 


of Verneuil, ſiſter to the count of Auvergne; which 
was the ſole cauſe of the indulgence he ſhewed to the 
count. However, I concealed my thoughts with great 
care, n during two years, never mentioned a word 
to the king upon the ſubjeR, being perſuaded, that all 
the e could uſe at the time would have no 
force againſt the prayers and tears of a miſtreſs ; and 


when the thing was done, it was to no purpoſe to 100 
him his error. It was not till after the count of Au- 


vergne had, by new inftances of ingratitude, obliged his 


benefactor to proceed againſt him as a criminal, that F 
juſt hinted my 3 of his former Wen and then 


Ewas forced to it by the king himſel. 
Om day, when the king and I were alone, the cons 


| verſation turned upon this ſubject; and Henry, after 


viewing me ſilently for ſome time, at length told me, 


5 that he had been often greatly ſurpriſed at my not aſk- 


5 him his reaſons for preſerving the count of Auverg= 
I F replied, that I had thou ght it my duty to keep 
"as conjeQures on that head ef yſelf, among e 


there were two that appeared to me to os the moſt pro- 


bable, but that I never choſe to „ to His 
majeſty, for fear of offending him. Henry anſwered 


| nne with his uſual vivacity, that he could 


eaſily gueſo, that one of the motives to which I attri- 
buted the favour he had ſhewn the priſbner; regarded: 


the marchioneſs of Verneuil; and aſſùred me, that that 
alone had been but ſufficient to have comtmuted his pu- 
niſhment into a perpetual impriſonment; but that 


was abſolutely ignorant of the ſecond; to which I ſup- 


1 his deliverance had been owing, and preſſed me 
BS: repeatedly. 


\'! 6 
. 


edly to tell him neat it was.  Teonfeſſed to bim, ; 
i it had been always my opinion that his majeſty 
would not inflict a ſhameful. death upon a man who 


* 


would be always conſidered as the uncle of his children, 


in caſe he ſhould have any by the marchioneſs of Ver- 
neuil. Henry ſwore to me, that he had not hitherto 
garried his reflections ſo far, although that conſideration, 
if it had occurred to him, would have had great weight 
with him; and he inſiſted upon my gueſſing, in my turn, 
the true reaſon that had induced him to ſet Auvergne at 
liberty: he again repeated to me, that the ſolicitations 
of his miſtreſs, the intreaties of the conſtable, his three 
daughters, and of Ventadour, who had all thrown them- 
ſelves at his feet, had not had ſo great a ſhare in that 
reſolution as I-imagined, they having contented them 
ſelves with aſking only the life of the priſoner, And 
at length, after all this winding, he declared to me, that 
his chief indueement to pardon, Auvergne was the great 
promiſes he made him, and the air of ſincerity with 
which they were accompanied: he then related to me 
all that had paſſed between himſelf and Auvergne, when 
the latter implored the favour of à conference with 
bim: he told me, that the count, after many aſſurances 
of a ſincere repentance, and proteſtations of inviolable 
fidelity for the future, had promiſed him, with the moſt 
faered oaths, if he would reſtore him to liberty, to get 
biqh intelligence of the moſt ſecret reſolutions that were 
taken in the- council of Spain; . to. accompliſh which, 
he had only to reſume, | in appearance, his former en- 
gagements with that court, well knowing how to de- 
cgive them, and to make them take for true, what on 
his ſide would be only feigned: but that this diſſimula- 
tion- might not, in Spain, draw upon him the puniſh- 
ment 9% traitor, it was neceſſary that his majeſty 
ſhould: net reveal to any of his miniſters what he then 
ſaid, nor take umbrage at his journeys to Spain, nor the 
F ts he e receive dm ie 2 
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the proceedings of Spain, as he could obtain by no 


wma mx 2} 2128 i 
me, was, that he was every way deceived by the count 
cloſed his eyes upon the artifice of Auvergne; and, af 
ter having prevailed upon him to ſpare his life, ſnatch- 


ed from him likewiſe the grant of his liberty, and that 
upon ſo ſlight a foundation, as does little honour: to the 


but by ſuffering himſelf to be ſeduced a ſecond tina, be 


ſubile, penetrating, and naturally eloquent; qualities 
very fit for the part he had undertaken to act: but, not 


ſee he would reſume his former diſpoſitions; but he 
reſumed them with ſo much addreſs, that the king did 


that it did not happen the very moment he found him 


602. 0 F 8 0 L E * 153 
may F as after this recital, added, that it was with 
difficulty: he could bring himſelf to believe the promiſes 
Auvergne made- him, or ſuppoſe that he could fall ſo 
low, as to take up the trade of a ſpy, and become a 
double traitor; but that after the count had aſſured him 
he really meant to perform all he had engaged for, al- 
though he hated him more than ever, yet he was de- 
termined to expect the effect of his promiſes, and 
make uſe of him to procure ſuch intelligence concerning 


— - 
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other means; and in this expectation, he had promiſed 
Auvergne ſecrecy, ond the; ot her condition be had de- 
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Tux concluſion I came Foe 1 55 batte king i told 
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of Auvergne, or rather, I repeat it again, betrayed by 
his paſſion for his miſtreſs :. this was the faſcination that 
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prudence of Henry. It is not clear, indeed, whether 
Auvergne had. not then an inelination to keep his word; 


came once more a traitor to his prince. 
I muſt likewiſe be confeſſed, that he was: ingenious}. 


to mention his- ambition, his inchnation to debauchery,, 
and other dangerous paſſions, he had in his heart ſuch a 
fund of malice and perfidiouſneſs, that it was eaſy to 


not perceive. when. it happened: taking it; for granted, 


ſelf ſecure. He often conferred with his majeſty con- 


cerning the king of ein and related very bad. 1 
* 


_ 
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| ſhould have correſpondences without the kingdom; this 
vas ſufficient to ruin him entirely. His majeſty being 
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of him, the better to play his part; but all he ſaid 
might be reduced to matters of little conſequence; 
wr to the court of Spain, be gave very exact and 

material informations of every thing that paſſed 
in 5 1 ſhall _— to Fae gn in another 


"Tus n of Joinvilte an to ous Henry likewiſe 
extended his clemeney, was a young man of a different 
character; nothing could be more light, more whimſi- 


cal, and more unſteady ; he had engaged himſelf with 


bad company, among whom, to be in the faſhion, and 
to appear a man of conſequence, it was neceſſary that he 


informed that he carried on his intrigues with Spain by 
the count of Chamnite, governor of Franche-Comté 
for the king of Spain, and one of his miniſters, he or- 
dered him to be arreſted: as ſoon as he found himſelf in 
euſtody, he, like all the others, declared, that he was 
ready to make a full confeſſion, provided it was to the 
king in perſon, and that I ſhould be preſent. I had left 
Paris in the evening, to viſit my new acquiſition of _ 
and to trace out the plan of ſome buildings there, to 
render it more habitable than it was at preſent, I was 
juſt arrived, and preparing to ſit down to ſupper, when 
T heard his majeſty's poſtilon blow his horn, and imme- 
diately ſuſpected my ſtay at Sully would not be long. 
He gave me a billet from the king, 'which contained 
only an order to come to him, without-explaining him- 
ſelf any farther. Believing the buſineſs to be of the ut- 
moſt importance, I ſet out ſo early the next morning, 


that I only ſaw Sully by the Tight of the flam- 
beaux. When 1 was made acquainted with the affair; 


I. eg cor it n ct e * an N 
| - youth, 


+ Claude de 3 fourth fm" to Hens duke of Coils who 
was killed at Blois; ; be was: e duke CET and ö 


| is 1657, 
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youth, . who was drawn into errors by his raſhneſs and 
folly. Joinville being brought before us, confeſſed all 
he 3 defired to do. The king, entering immediate- 
ly into his character, treated him as he deſerved ; he 
ſent for his mother, the dutcheſs of Guiſe, and the duke; 
his brother, and taking them into his cloſet, „ Here, 


„ ſaid he, is the prodigal fon himſelf, I mall uſe him 
4e like a child, and pardon him for yours and monſieur 


4 de Roſny's ſake, who has intreated for him; but I 
« do it upon condition that you will all three reprove 
«© him ſeverely; and that you, nephew,” added he, 


turning to the duke of Guiſe, will anfwer for his 


c conduct for the future: I give him to your cares 


* make him wiſe, if it be poſſible.” 


 Tr1s change was not fo eafy a thing to effect on a 
young man of lively paſſions, ineapable of inſtruction, 
and whoſe diſpoſition had already taken its bent: he was 
ſuffered to remain in priſon for ſome months, where at 
firſt he was obſtinately ſullen, then inſolent and furious, 
and at faſt, through mere wearineſs, promiſed to behave 
well, if he was taken from thence. The king conſent- 
ed to his removal, and he was told, that he might go 
and live in the caſtle of Dampierre. Joinville was not 
much better pleaſed with this place than his priſon, and 


' repreſented to the king, that he could not reſide in a 


caſtle which was not furmifhed. Unfortunately ' for 
him, the” king knew this to be a falfhood: having 
often hunted near that caſtle, and Chevreuſe, which 


is but a ſmall diſtance from it, the keeper of thoſe _ 


two houſes, had offered to accommodate him with 
apartments and beds there; and he had been told by 
the duteheſs of Guiſe, that Dampierre was as well 
furniſhed ' as Chevreuſe. This behaviour of Join- 
ville's ſo incenſed the king againſt him, that he re- 
proached me for the too great u teren I took in the 
affairs of that family, and ordered me to concern 
. wih n for the future. And now his 
| majeſty, 
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majeſty, ' inſtead of revoking his ſentence, declared that 
the priſoner ſhould be again examined before he was 
enlarged; which renewing his former fears, he pro- 
miſed to make a fuller confeſſion than he had yet done; 
but being, as he ſaid, apprehenſiye that his majeſty 
was ſtill angry with him, he again entreated that 1 
might be the perſon to whom he ſpoke. | 
Tux duke of Bouillon took care not to return y 
hits eſtates, as he had promiſed the king; therefore, after 
Biron was arreſted, his majeſty judged. it neceſſary. to 
write to him, to ſee if upon this occaſion. he would not 
give ſome proof of his connexion with the priſoner :| he 
informed him, that marechal Biron had been convicted | 
of conſpiring againſt the ſtate 3 and that when he came 
to court he would ſhew him the proofs of his treaſon, 
and acquaint him with all the particulars of it; ſatisfy- 
ing himſelf with thus inſinuating that he expected the 
performance of his promiſe, without giving him a direct 
order to come. The duke of Bouillon eaſily-compre- 
hended the deſign of this letter, and anſwered it no 9ther= 
wiſe, than by ſending a gentleman of his retinue imme- 
diately to his majeſty, to congratulate him upon. he 
danger he had eſcaped. . By this perſon he ſent a letter 
to. me, in which he carefully ayoided. ſaying. any thing 
from which the leaſt advantage could be taken, ly 
ther becauſe he had already learnt that his aſſociate 
Was ſeized, or that his imagination ſuggeſted to him 
immediately the behaviour which it was proper for 
him to aſſume. He told me, that never had any. one's 
aſtoniſhment equalled his, when he learned that the 
ſtate and the king's, perſon had been in danger; that 
His fidelity, and the readineſs he ſhewed to go to 
every place where his duty and the king $.. ſetvice 
called him, would, he. hoped, convince/-his majeſty, 
that he ſhould never have the like reaſon to be ap- 
prehenſive of him; and that he would expect 8 8 
Mew 8 e and my good nie, that he might 
— N 
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hinder himſelf from hinting ſomething in favour of the 


him. After, expreſſing his wiſhes, that this event might 
not give his majeſty. any diſturbance, he added theſe 
words, * nor alter the natural ſweetneſs of his diſpoſition.” 


he might make uſe of it to draw Bouillon to court, for 


he therefore told me, that ſince Bouillon aſked my ad- 
vice concerning what it was proper for him to do in 
this conjuncture, I ſhould reply, that it was true, the 


with the duke of Biron's intrigues, but that this ought, 
to ſtrengthen his reſolution of coming to his majeſty, 


that I would give him my word, or if neceſſary become 
his ſurety, that ſo far from having any thing to fear, 
be ſhould be received by the king with open arms. 
Henry, knowing my delicacy on theſe occaſions, pre- 
vented my ſcruples, by telling me, that he would 
engage his royal word that Bouillon ſhould be treat- 
ed in whatever manner I promiſed. him; and, not. 
ſatisfied with this verbal aſſurance, he gave me a 
writing conceived in theſe terms: © I promiſe to 


* to court upon his letters, and the promiſes he ſhall 

2 4 make him, L will obſerve. them all! faithfully, or 
give the duke free leave to retire, wherever, he 

cc 0 and neither in his journey to or from the 

“ court ſhall he receive any diſturbance; for all 


HSA . 45 ſaid 
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hu the one; and follow the other. The whole letter was 
conceived in terms ſuch as theſe : he could not, however, 


accuſed, but in a manner ſo general as. could not hurt 


THE king, when I ſhewed him this letter, thought 


he durſt not ſend him an abſolute command to come, 
leſt by a refuſal he ſhould lay him under the neceflity - 
of puniſhing him for his diſobedience by the force of 
arms, which he neither choſe nor could conveniently do; 
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king had been informed he was not wholly unacquainted 


either to juſtify his innocence, or, by confeſſing his fault, 
to obtain a pardon for it; and that I ſhould aſſure him, 


„M. de Roſny, that if the duke of Bouillon comes | 


«. "WOE 3 engage my faith and royal word to the . 
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« ſaid den de Roſay. Given at Paris, * 245 
“ 1602. 
'I wrOTE to the duke of Bouillon, ant without tel · 
king him of the engagement his majeſty entered into with 
me concerning him, preſſed him in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
and'by every argument I thought could have any weight 
with him, to come and fettle for ſome time at court. 
This letter Bouillon received almoſt at the ſame time 
with the verbal anſwer the king ſent him by his depu- 
ty, and took occaſion, from his majeſty's not having 
himſelf preſſed him to come, to tell me in anſwer, that 
the advice I gave him being inconſiſtent with the king's 
orders, he eould not govern himſelf by it, whatever in- 
clination he might have to do ſo; and that he would 
content himſelf with ſending to court, as his majeſty 
required, a perſon who ſhould give as ſatisfactory an ac- 
count of his conduct, as he himſelf could do, and ought - 
to be equally depended upon. This perſon was a gen- 
tleman named Rignac, who'-accordingly: came to court 
about the fame time that I received Bouillon's anſwer 
to my letter, and whoſe expences were all defrayed, as 
if his journey had been of great importance, becauſe, 

in appearance, he came by his majeſty*s orders: but 
the duke of Bouillon, inſtead of coming himſelf, re- 
moved ſtill farther from court, and went to Caſtres. 

IAM not ſurpriſed that my arguments had on this. 
enges ſo little weight with him, ſince he regarded 
me as his enemy, and did not ſeruple to call me ſo 

in public; nor was the king ignorant that this 
was his opinion, having informed me of it himſelf 
in a letter dated the 28th day of December this year: 
nor was 1 more ſurpriſed at the manner in which 
the duke of Bouillon acted with his majeſty. As 
foon | as be perceived (which was no very difficult 
matter for him to do) that the king had recourſe to 
_ diflimulation with him, he ſuppoſed it eaſy enough 


ou 9 upon Tis — me his council. without 
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Henry, more eſpecially 
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eat ſubmiſſion, without rating any of thoſe meaſures 
Which they durſt not formally preſcribe to him. This 
artifice ſucceeded fo well, that he made uſe of it a long 


time. Nothing could be conceived in more modeſt or 
Hl ful terms, than the letter he wrote on this ſubject 


u-Mavrier ;. and which, after his majeſty had pe- 
. it, was given to me, to be communicated to the 


chancellor and the duke d' Epernon, with whom, by the 
king's orders, I treated this affair methodically. The 


king ſtrongly intereſted himſelf in it, and had a confe- 


rence with Conſtant and Saint Aubin about the duke of 


Bouillon, which laſted a whole afternoon, but it pro- 
duced nothing. 

Tux game which yh this occaſion was played by 
the king of Spain and the duke of Savoy was ſtill more 
uncommon. All the foreign powers in alliance with 
England and Scotland, ' whoſe 
ambaſſadors were ſtill at Paris, e 
jeſty, upon his having fo happily cruſhed this. dan- 
gerous conſpiracy. Philip and Charles-Emanuel ap- 
peared more eager than any of the others to compli- 


ment the king upon this event: unleſs fear was their 


motive, it is not eaſy to gueſs what could oblige them 
to have recourſe to ſo groſs an artifice. Henry was 


more ſincere with them; he ſignified to them, that he 


was well informed of the part they both had in the plot; 
all the blame of which they threw upon the count of 
Fuentes, as boldly as if it had been x 
ſuaded him that this Spaniard d have dared, with- 
out their permiſſion, to a& in concert with Nee and 


Taz: 


. The duke de Bouillon' s letters to the les we find in the 3d tom. of 
Villeroi's Memoire d'Eftat, p. 188, & ſeq. See likewiſe the reaſons 
which the hiſtorians of his life adduced, to clear bim of the accuſation of 
having been concerned in marechal de Biron's plot, his refuſing to come 


and wait upon the wh and bis 81 to Caſtres. Liv. v. P. 222, & ſeq 


ger; ſor this purpoſe, all that was ne- 


, always with 


ted his ma- 


ible to have per- 


"chal Biron, 'coming to the arſenal, I 
with that prince that well deſerves to be related: You 
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TRE king, ſome days after the exe 0 ution of mare- 
I had a converſation 


„ ſee,” ſaid he to me, after making ſome reflections, as 


uſual, upon the ingratitude of meſſieurs de Biron, d' Au- 


vergne, de Bouillon, and three more of the moſt conſi- 
derable noblemen of the court, whom he had pardoned, 
and whoſe names he mentioned, you ſee that thoſe 
e on whom I have beſtowed the greateſt favours, 
cc are the ſame perſons by whoſe ambition and ca- 


price 1 have ſuffered the moſt.” He then obſerved 


to me, that theſe ſix men had, at different times, 


received larger ſums from him, than the five kings 
his predeceſſors, except Henry III. who had been ac- 


cuſed of ſuch great prodigality, had given to their fa- 


vourites. Henry added, that to ſilence thoſe who al- 


ways unreaſonably enumerated the ſervices of theſe fix 


gentlemen, he would have me draw up a memorial of 


all the rewards they had received from him ſince they 
had entered into his ſervice ; in which he did not pretend 


to include any thing but thoſe preſents which his libe- 
Tality only had induced him to make them, and not ſuch 


poſſeſſions as they had acquired by his aſſiſtance, and en- 


joyed through his protection; ſuch, for example, was 
the principality of Sedan, for which Bouillon was dou- 


| bly obliged to him, having firſt procured, and then. ſe- 
cured him the poſſeſſion of it, as has been ſeen, on an 
occaſion ſufficiently perplexing. 


THE king, whoſe ſole view in ering 4 upon 3 ſub- 


jet was to make a particular application to me, told 


me, that by this de 


Zurſe, which might have ſome re- 


lation to the preſent ſtate of my fortune, he had no in- 


tention to give me a leſſon, being too well. perſuaded. of 


my fidelity to think there was any occaſion for it; but 
that having ſeriouſly reflected upon the manner in which 


it was neceſſary he ſhould behave to me, that he might 


not expoſe himſelf to the e mortification of r the con- 


fidence 
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fidence he had in me leſſened, he thought prudence re- 


quired that he ſhould take two precautions, with reſpert 


FM 


to me, in the rewards my ſervices and family deſerved 
from him: One of theſe, precautions, ſaid the kings 
& has a reference to the world, the other to myſelf: 


cc firſt, that theſe rewards ſhould neither ſucceed each 


cc other ſo rapidly, nor in themſelves be ſo exceſſive, as 


4 to render you the object of public hatred, always 


©. ready to break out againſt firſt miniſters: and the 
&« ſecond, that theſe eſtates and theſe honours ſhould be 
& of ſuch a nature, as, if it ſhould happen that through 
religion, or any other motive, you ſhould be capa- 
* ble of violating your duty, they may not put you into 
a condition of giving any umbrage to your benefac- 


ce tor himſelf, or after his death, of diſturbing the tran- 


e quillity of his ſucceſſor, or of putting the ſtate in 
« danger: in one word,” ſaid this prince, after giving 
me to underſtand, that as he ſpoke without any diſguiſe, 
he would permit me to tell him my ſentiments freely 
likewiſe, © I would take from myſelf the leaſt occaſion 
of ſuſpicion againſt you, that my friendſhip for you 
« may continue unalterable. I daily experience ſo ma- 
“ny inſtances of ingratitude, which I never expected, 


“ that, contrary to my inclinations, | TI am obliged to 


* be diſtruſtful. Do not imagine, therefore, that I 
5 will put you in poſſeſſion of great cities and ſtrong 
64 fortreſſes, which, in the high credit you are in, and 
* the great abilities you are maſter of, might make you 
independent of me, and enable you, whenever you 
« pleaſed, to throw the kingdom into confuſion. I 
« cannot do more for you than ought to be done for a 
« ſervant, however faithful he may be, by a prince 
* who has his honour, his reputation, and the intereſt 
6c of his people at heart. 

HENRY, without giving me time to reply, added, 
that till proper opportunities offered for compleating 
my fortune, he, from this moment, would join to my 

ſalaries 


it 
| 


* 


6, MEMOIRS BookXIll. 


* Jalaries and penſions, which were but ufficient to an- 
ſwer the expences of my table and houſe, an extraordi- 


nary gratuity of fixty thoufand livres a year; that by 


uniting this ſum to my own eſtate T might purchaſe 
more lands, build upon them, furniſh and embelliſh my 


new houfes, and more advantageouſly ſettle my chil- 


dren ; telling me graciouſly, that he till reſerved to 


himſelf to give me other proofs of his friendſhip and li- 


berality: And this, purſued he, I ſhall do with the 


< more willingneſs, as J am aſſured you will not ſquan- 
% der theſe ſums fooliſhly on ane e dogs, 


borſes, birds, and miſtreſſes. 36 


DvrinG this long diſcourſe of Henry": s, my mind 


was agitated with- various thoughts, which made me 


liſten to him in ſilence; the reflections it occaſioned left 
me ſtill more moved with his freedom, and the confi- 
dence he repoſed in me, than diſcontented with a caution 
which many others in my ſituation would have thought 
exceſſive. The king having commanded me to be very 


ſincere in my reply, I told him, that although T had at 


this moment an abſolute certainty in my own mind, that 
neither his majeſty, nor his ſucceſſors, nor the flare, 


ſhould ever have any cauſe for thoſe apprehenſions of 
me which his wiſdom had ſuggeſted, yet I myſelf did 


not think he carried it too far; it being, in my. opini- 
on, one of the chief maxims 'of government, that a 
prince ought never to deliver himſelf up blindly to one 
perſon, whatever ſervices he may have received from 


him, ſince it is next to impoſſible that any one ſhould 
be able to anſwer for the wiſdom and juſtneſs of his 


counſels for the future; therefore, inſtead of thinking 
myſelf injured, I found cauſe, in all his majeſty had ſaid, 
to admire his prudence, and to acknowledge his good- 


veſs, ſince whatever bounds he ſhould preſcribe to his fa- 


vours, they would always equally exceed my Expect 
ons and my ſervices. 


AI could not * but that the malignant inſinu- 
- ations 
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ations of the lors. Wers were * of. my 6 


preſſed of me, I ſeized this opportunity to explain my- 
ſelf on an article, which from this moment I foreſaw I 


| ſhould be under a neceſſity of returning to more than 
once. I begged his majeſty would permit me to repre- 

ſent to him, that he ought not to give faith to the poi- 
ſonous reports of informers, without having firſt had 


good proofs of my crime, and given me an opportunity 
of defending myſelf. I aſſured him, that he would find 
me ſincere enough to confeſs my faults, which alone 
deſerved. that he ſhould treat me in this manner; and 
that he ſhould be convinced that what my enemies im- 

puted to criminal views, could but at moſt amount to 
a failing, which I would not ſcruple to confeſs that in- 
ſtant, and for which I had ſome occaſion for his indul- 
gence; and this was, that, through impatience of any 


| obſtacle or delay in any reſolution that I judged neceſ- 
| fary to be taken, ſome words of complaint or anger might 


eſcape me againſt the too eaſy diſpoſition, of his majeſty, 
of which my enemies would not fail to take advantage, 
although the purity of my intentions might be eaſily per- 
ceived in the words themſelves which ſerved for a foun- 
dation for the calumny. 

WRX Ar I then ſaid to the king, I now repeat to m 
readers, and not through an affectation of modeſty, 
which may hold the place of juſtification; I am conſci- 
ous I have no occaſion for it, but becauſe. that, how- 
ever irreproachable my conduct may have been, I have 
nevertheleſs, been more than once obliged to. clear my- 


ſelf to the prince whom I ſerved: if this confeſſion does 


not hinder them from denying me that juſtice I have 
merited, it will not make them judge leſs favourably of 
Henry if they attend to the conjunQures and maxims of 


the times in which we both lived : and at all times, there 
is nothing againſt which it is ſo difficult to defend one's 


elf. as the ſecret machinations of envious courtiers : 
Ro what 


Ys had ſome ſhare in thoſe fears he ex- 
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what effect might they not be expected to prodoce in 
the mind of a prince who could collect a thouſand exam- 
ples of treachery, diſloyalty, and diſobedience to himſelf, 


and hardly one of real attachment ? To judge clearly of 


the ſentiments which Henry entertained for me, we 

muſt not confider him in thoſe moments which the re- 
membrance of ſo many inſtances of ingratitude, awaken- 
ed by the moſt artful impoſtures, opened his heart in 

ite of him to diſtruſt and ſuſpicion ; but when reco- 
vered from thoſe impreſſions which the plots they en- 
deavoured to comprehend me in had made on his mind, 


he gave me the ſincereſt proofs of his tenderneſs wr | 


eſteem. The world therefore may judge as it pleaſes 
of thoſe little diſgraces which I have' been obliged to 
ſuſtain during the courſe of what will be called my glory 
and proſperity, and which probably any other might 
have ſuppreſled, for the honour of having it ſaid, that 


he directed as he pleaſed. the inclinations of his maſter; 


on this ſubje& I ſhall uſe neither diſguiſe nor conceal- 
ment, for truth is my guide, and inſtruction is my end. 

"Taz duke of Luxembourgh having had a cauſe 
brought before the parliament this year, the advocates 
that pleaded for him had the aſſurance to exact fifteen 
hundred crowns for their fees. The duke complained 
of this extortion to the king, who ordered the parlia- 
ment to iſſue out an arret, 4 which the lawyers fees 


were reduced and ſettled, an they obliged to give re- 5 


ceipts for all the money they received, and a general re- 


ceipt for what papers were put into their hands, that 
they might be conſtrained to deliver up theſe, which 


8 generally kept till their demands were ſatisfied f. 
The neceſſity of putting a curb to the avarice of theſe 

eople. had always appeared ſo ſtrong, that the States 
1 already given the ſame orders, but to no purpoſe. 
The eren granted the arret that was demanded of 
3 them, 
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_ pragmarical coxcombs and badauds *, a ſet of wretches 


ſtunted with their clamours, Ne" ny qo to be” in | rugs . . 


being one day in his cloſet converſing with ſome of the 


„ know not how to employ their time, ſince they diſ- 


ee exclamations, one would think the ſtate, without 
< theſe bawlers, would be ruined; as if the kingdom un- 


Jie 


chain but the i inftead of — to it, went, 
three or four hundred of them, to return into the pub- 
lic; regiſter the enſigns of their office, which produced 
a total ceſſation of law proceedings. There was almoſt” 
a general murmur throughout Paris, particularly among 


with which the town is crouded, who, taking upon 
them to be wiſer than the king, the peers, and the ſtates 
of the kingdom, decided againſt them in favour of the 
advocates , and found ſome abettors, even at court, 
who, with ſo much power and art exaggerated an evil, 
petty in itſelf and eaſily remedied, that the king was 


about the conſequenſde. 
WHILE this affair was yet in Aitation⸗ bis egen 


courtiers, and relating the continual ſolicitations that 
were made him in favour of the advocates} “ Faith, 

5 Sire, I ami not ſurpriſed at it; ſaid Sigogne, raiſing 
his voice and aſſuming” the air of one in a violent paſ- 90 
ſion; “ theſe men make it plainly appear that they 


ce turb themſelves ſo much about a triffe: to hear their 


6a der Charlemagne, and ſo many other great kings, dur- 
ec ing whoſe reigns neither advocates nor attorneys were 
«heard of, was not in as flouriſhing a condition as it Is 
«.'at-preſent, when we are devoured by theſe'vermin:* 
Sigugne afterwards, to prove that the eſtabliſhment of 
dee e LF F Tance was not as Ancients, produced. the 
6 1 ent zt ee antes aig ant. eotugenns. © regiſter 
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„ 1 Matthieu, in relating this incident, tom. i "Ys i iii. 9 „ 478. * 
in like manner, to take the part of the advocates, and yet, for all this, 
every good man muſt be of the duke of Sully's opinion. In the ſequel 
the theſe oa rg ie Li propoſes Nay! 7 7 of conſiderably diminiſhiog 
the number of pr - and tis for this that .engeavqurs, ought,. in- 
deed, ler be chiefly uſed! for bufineſs, to remedy. the abuſes of which 
he complains, | 
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regiſter of the Wa 4 which the eſt papec is 


titled, © A permiſſion to plead cauſes by an e aalen 5 
and perceiving that he was liſtened to with pleaſure, he 
added, that this ſcience was eſtabliſhed to the ruin of 
the nobility and the people, and the deſtruction of trade 

and agriculture. There is not, ſaid he, any artiſt, 


or even any ſimple labourer, that is not of more uſe 
& to the community, than this ſwarm of men, who 
cc enrich themſelves by our follies, and the artifices 


e they have invented to flifle truth, throw down 2 


© right, and darken reaſon. If we are fo blind, 
tinued he with a vivacity truly diverting, <* ek we 
« will not, and ſo unhappy: that we cannot do without 


« them, nothing remains to be done but to command 


ce them to reſume the exerciſe of their employment 
i within eight days at fartheſt, upon the conditions 


* 


*« return to the ſhop or the plough which they bave 
6 quitted, or elſe to ſerve the ſtate in Flanders with 


&* a, muſquet upon their ſhoulders. I' anſwer for it, 


tif this method be taken with them, we ſhall ſoon ſee 


ce them run with eagerneſs to reſume theſe ma goificent 


ec enſigns, like vermin towards a heap, of Au. 


I XnERE was not one in the company who DM 
| forbear ſmiling at this lively ſally of Sigogne's, 


and the king was among the firſt, and confeſſed: that 
his, arguments were very convineing; but whether it 
was that he ſuffered; himſelf to be overcome by the 
ee chat were n er or 1 by 
| the 


| 


„ The ns made ue of by. the king? $ Faible, e ee 


4 kde: the advocates in this affair, was, that the king ſhould: ſend 


new letters to the parliament, whereby the advocates were en to 
reſume and continue their functions, on condition, however, be ing 
the'arrets of parliament, and the ordinances of the Fares. '' Bot, a theſe 
letters did at the fame time allow them to make foch etc as 
— ſhovld'think reaſonable, with regard to the exertiſe of their ſeveral 


emp e, and as they were particularly affured that they might a& 
20 „ they had no difficulty to JO. theret6s | De TOR, * 
exiviii, r. 1 1608. me” 
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preſcribed by the court, on pain of being obliged to 


| 22 8 1 IF 0 — ＋ In js Wa. R 


_— 
2 


U 


2 * 8 p a 4.9 314% Ha » 4 L 
„ ä 8 2 ate 22; 5 5 3 F 3 ” i * ,, 
DE: et calf had” - 4 D of SAT Ba - 
* * N 4 > 4 i EY * ” 1 
8 


3 8 
* 1 > 


Fl 


"ME 3 ; 4 . 
4 py 1 $54] 5 * 
. . ; : HEY 
* 8 4" jo Pe 
1 O02. SEW: O ; 
3 7 * "+ ny. - * 


3 


: tg 89 — 
4 4 - FS, 3 
+ £30 3233 
« Pe” N 1 2 ; *- Zi 1 2 
4 4 l 5 a : 2 1 
n — q . ne a, th Go * 
+ 1 7 4 : L " . 4 15 
* - 
a 4 1 * ; * 5 


the, fears of the conſequences that might attend his 


joining this new diſorder to thoſe troubles by which the 


kingdom was then agitated, or that, as he afterwards 


declared, he had reſerved to himſelf the making one day 


ſuch a general regulation in this affair, that not only 


the advocates, but the attorneys and the whole body of 
the law ſhould be comprehended in it, he. conſented 


that the arret ſhould, for this time, continue without 


effect: and thus was this ludicrous buſineſs-terminated ; 


for reflections upon Which, I refer the reader to 


— - o - 


that it was I who made him ſpeak them. 
Tuts naturally leads me to take notice of the great 


law-ſuit commenced. this year by the third eſtate of 
Dauphine againſt the clergy, and nobility, upon the man- 
ner in which the taxes were ſettled -and/aflized in this 
province: myſelf, together with thirteen other com- 


miſſioners, choſen amongſt perſons of the higheſt diſ- 


tinction in the kingdom, were named to take cognizance 


of it, but it was ſix years before it could be decided; 
the animoſity between the parties concerned was ſo 
great, that there was a neceſſity for ſending a ſecond time 


3 


+ Le Journal d' EHenry IV. relates a little piece of hiftory which I thall 
ſet down here. Henry one time bunting on the fide of Groſbois, dropt 


his company, as he frequently did, and came by himſelf to Creteil, which! 
is a league on the other fide of the bridge of Charenton, and that at noon- 
day, and as hungry as a hunter, Going'into an inn, he enquired of the 
landlady if ſhe had any thing for him to eat? To which the anſwered no, 
and that he was come too late, taking him only for a private gentleman. 
Henry then aſked her, For whom is this roaſt-meat I ſee at the fire?” 
For ſome gentlemen, replies the, that are above, and whom I take to 


be ſolicitors, - The king ſent, in a civil manner, to aſk them to let 


him have a piece of their roaſt-meat, or to give him leave to fit at one 
end of their table, upon paying for it; both which they refuſed bim. 
Upon this, Henry ſent privately for Vitry, and eight or ten more of his 
attendants, whom he ordered to ſeize theſe ſolicitors, and carry them 
away to Groſbois to have them well whipped, to teach them more 


complaiſance to gentlemen another time. “ This the ſaid fieur Vitry/ 


« ſaw punctually and ſpeedily performed, ſays the author, notwith- 


* ſtanding all the arguments, entreaties, and remoaſtrances of the 
«4, nn ; ß 2 LEES - 
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to take information upon the ſpot. I took a more ſpeedy 


method to bring a man, named Jouſſeaume, to juſtice; 


he had been a receiver-general in the revenue, and, be- 
coming a bankrupt, had carried off a great deal of the 
royal money. I cauſed him to be ſeized at Milan, whi- 
ther he had retired, and he was hanged on a gibbet. 
All crimes that diaW along with them the ruin of a mul- 
titude of families, cannot be too ſeverely puniſhed. The 
king again ſhewed himſelf ſolicitous for the intereſt of 
his finances, in the affair of the receivers and treaſurers- 
general of Burgundy; ſome draughts had been made on 


them for the charges of garriſons and works of fortifica- 


tions, which they had not paid, either through negli- 


gence, or with a bad deſign. I adviſed his majeſty to 


ſend thither a commiſſary on whoſe probity he could de- 
pend; he did ſo, and he began by ſuſpending thoſe men 
from their employments, and himſelf performed the du- 
ties of treaſurer. The money that was expended upon 


this occaſion was raiſed out of the ſalaries of theſe re- 


g ph and treaſurers, That I, ſaid Henry, may not 
« pay the penalty for the fault they: have committed 
ce apainſt my ſervice and their duty.“ > 
To prevent the exportation of gold and FT coin 1 
found a method leſs tedious and fevere than puniſhments 
and confiſcations, which was only to raiſe their value t, 


there wm no > reaſon; why they ould be carried « out of 
the 
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1 The? crown aſe es ike au fot, which was ud - at Gary fols. 
tournois, was raiſed to fixty-five;z that called - ecu piſtole of fifty eight 


ſols, to ſixty two, and ſo of the other gold ſpecies ; ; the ſilver franc of 


twenty ſols was raiſed one ſol and four deniers, and the reſt in proporti- 
on. It was in the month of September that this double ordonnance 
paſſed, about the raiſing the value of money, and the re, eſtabliſhing of 
reckoning by livres ; for the reckoning by crowns had tee, place 
about twenty · ſive years; before, that is, ſince the ordennance of 1677, 
which had abrogated the reckoning by livres. Matthieu very bighly ap- 
Proves of both theſe regulations of the duke of Sully's, tom. II. liv. iii. 
o. Le Blanc, on the.contrary, ſays, p. 351, 372, et ſeq that, hat- 
ever cagent reaſons. they might have had for abrogating this famous or- 


eee of 1577, it was very ill done, either with ä to thamoner 
elf, - 


O F. SULLY. 


8 ie kingdom, but that they would paſs for more in the | 
neighbouring countries than at home, At.the ſame time, 


*A ee over all the kingdom, the ay of, reghonung 57 


ivr "P 


itſelf, becauſe the gold and filver ſpocies were afterwards, raiſed a8 EY 
in ſeven. years alone, as they had been. during the ſpace of ſeventy-five 
years before; or with regard to commerce, becauſe that goods and mer- 
chandiſe were proportionably enhanced in their prices. The opinion of 
this laſt writer ſeems, to me, to be grounded upon ſtrong reaſons. The 
reckoning by crowns had been in favour of thoſe who had their revenues 
in ſilver, thoſe who improved their money in the public funds and other- 
wiſe, and thoſe who ſold goods upon credit payable at a certain time: the 
ordonnance of 1577 ſecured the effects of a confiderable number of the- 
natives; and befides, if there had been any confuſion found in the coin, 


this neither was, nor could be, the cauſe of it, but only the miſerable 
condition into which the civil wars had reduced France. The duke of 
Sully projected theſe two regulations here ſpoken of, to prevent theſe 


diſorders, which were, according to him, the too great plenty of foreign 
ſpecies that, in commerce, occupied the place of our own; ſecondly, the 
enhancement of the price of merchants goods; and laftly, the exportati- 
on of the gold and filver.coin to our, neighbours, It was equally eaſy to 


. have made him ſenſible, that his complaints, in all theſe reſpecte, fignified 


nothing, any more than the remedy, which be applied to them, We 
have already ſhewn, a little bigher, i in what. ſenſe it is that this quantity 
of foreign coin, which abounds in our commerce, is an advantage; and 
if it could be called an evil, the augmentation of the. nominal valve of 
coin, to wit, in reckonings, to which he has recourſe, ' would be more 
proper to heighten than leſſen it. 

As to the raiſing of the price of goods, the ſame augmentation 6861 
not but make way for it ſtill more; and the reaſon for obviating it, wbich 
he draws, from the computation by livres, will appear, to every one, very 
inſufficient, and even frivolous, Moreover, it appears to me, that the 
enhancing. of the price of goods follows as a neceſſary conſequence and 
effect of the multiplication of gold and filver in Europe, »fince the diſco- 
very of America. In order to prevent it, we muſt haye prohibited all 
commerce, not only with Spain, whoſe mines furniſh us now with theſe 
metals, but alſo with all our own neighbours, among whom they eircu- 


| late as well as among us, A ſtate that ſhould be conducted by this 
principle, would, among the other ſtates of Europe, make the ſame 


figure, as the republic of Lacedemon did with reſpe to the reſt of 
Greece... The only thing to be attended to, and which is of very great 
conſequence, is, that all the merchandiſe and goods, and generally what- 
ever conſtitutes a part of commerce, ſhould riſe at the ſame time and'in 
the ſame proportion in value, If the production of manufactures be en- 
hanced without raiſing the price of corn, for example, then agriculture i is 
neglected. If the wages of journeymen be not proportioned to the one 
and the. other, thoſe people can no longer live and pay the taxes. As to 
he * of coin out of the n which ſeems to hare been the 
TM. chief 
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livres, inſtead of crowns, as had been till then the prac- 
tice: by ſome this may be thought an uſeleſs refinement, 
ſince all the ways of reckoning muſt come to the ſame ' 
„% „ th thing 


chief view of the duke of Sully, it is true, that the augmentation of its 
current value in reckoning might, in ſome meaſure, prevent it, in an- 
nihilating or diminiſhing the profit of the dealers in bullion ; and, appa- 
rently, this was the only reaſon that determined him. The narrow views 
of his age, with regard to the finances, and ftill more as to commerce, did 
not allow him to ſee that he deſtroyed a Night corruption by one a great 
deal more conſiderable, nor ſuffer him to go up to the ſource of the evil: 
he would have perceived that the advantage of commerce, and conſe- 
quently the greateſt quantity of gold and filver, will remain in that nation 
which ſhall have made all others to depend moſt upon them for riches, 
either natural or acquired; and that as long as the balance of trade ſhall - 
be in favour of ſome one neighbouring nation, this prohibition of ex- 
porting gold and filver, is neither reaſonable, nor praQicable, - At 
preſent, when we begin to ſee a little more clearly into theſe matters, 
there is no one but agrees, that all theſe regulations, and 'this whole 
train of reaſoning, did not reach the end propoſed. Though the exigen- 
cy of circumſtances, which is almoſt endleſs, does not permit either the 
roviding againſt, or the ſubjecting every thing to'a fingle rule, we may, 
however, aver, that on the article of money and commerce, there are 
two general and very fimple maxims which may be looked upon as in- 
variable; and theſe are, to avoid, with the greateſt care imaginable, 
meddling with the coin, and endeavour, continually, to render the 
French as laborious, induſtrious, and frugal as poſſible. The frequent 
variations in the coin give mortal wounds both to domeſtic and foreign 
trade, by the extinction of credit, the ſhutting up of private purſes, the 
embarraſſment and diſadvantage of exchange, and the ruin of eſtates: 
all this is palpable and obvious. To this we may add, that the king, 
who appears to be the only one who gains by ſuch proceedings, to put 
the caſe. impartially, always loſes conſiderably more thereby than he 
gains; beſides, that the inſolvency of his ſubjects is an evil which he 
always ſhares with them, arid even feels much longer than they do; all 
__ expences increaſe with the coin, ſo as not to be diminiſhed even when 
i rs th Tg, | 4 
The other principle has ſtill leſs need of proof. It ſeems, that nature 
has reſerved to France, the ſovereignty of trade, from the advantage of 
her ſituation, and the goodneſs of her ſoil, which obliges a great part of 
Her neighbours to have recourſe to her for all thoſe things that ſupply the 
firſt and eſſential neceſſaries of life: ſhe has no more to do than to ſhare, 
at leaſt equally with them, in the commerce of all'thoſe things that ſerve 
but for mere conveniency, or which luxury has introduced into Europe. 
If the conſumption of the latter ſhould exceed the produce of the for- 
mer, we ſhall complain unjuſtly of our condition; for to pretend to hin- 
der the exportation of our materials of gold and filver to foreigners, when 
it is we that are indebted to theſe foreigners, is endeavouring to make the 


effect ceaſe, without removing the cauſe; but to ſet a 1 to 
7 | SO commerce 
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thing at, laſt: I am, however, of opinion, experience 
having ze wn me, that the cuſtom of talking always of 

crowns, for want of a denomination of a money more 
3 f 
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A ß 1 ö 1 25 4 
commerce that is carried on by ſea, to manufactures and arts, to binder 
him as muck as poſſible from expending too much on things that come 
from abroad, and which are but ſuperfluities, and, on the other hand, to 
increaſe his proper riches, by encouraging the cultivation of his lands 3 
this is what we may truly call promoting the intereſt of trade. Befides | 
Le Blanc and Matthieu, conſult on the ſubject of this note De Thou, 
liv. cxxix, Le Grain, Yiv. viii. Perefixe, and other writers of that time, 
in order to find out the hiſtory of theſe regulations of the finances 
and commerce; for in reality the reaſonings of theſe writers on this whole 
matter are but little ſatisfactory: we might well ſay of them what the 
duke of Sully faid to the parliament of Paris, © They are maſters of 
: ak. which none of them know any thing of.” Mem, pour Ihiſt. de 
trance. 1 $119 20s ors | 1 
As M. de Sully treats no more of money, I will ſupply that part from 
the- ſame Memoirs, rs, tt. p. 275, & ſeq. though this writer ſeems not 
even to underſtand the ſtate of the queſtion, and ſpeaks not very favour- 
ably of the king and bis miniſters. At that time,” ſays he, ſpeakin 
of all the deliberations which were entered into upon this ſubje& in 1609. 
5 there was brought upon the carpet, and propoſed to the council, a: 
% new edi for the coin, which they wanted to diminiſh and alter, 
that is, to raiſe its value, and by the ſame means to ruin the people. 
% Every one murmured at this propoſal: the king alone finding his 
« account in it, laughed at it, and at all the world, even at his own 
4 miniſters, and their remonſtrances, as he did at the firſt preſident of 
- * the mint (William Le-Clerc) who being diſconcerted in his ſpeech,. 
% having been twice interrupted by his majeſty's. breaking into a fit of 
« laughter, which made him ftop ſhort in the middle thereof; and upon 
% his majeſty's obſerving it, he ſays to him, Go on, Mr. prefident, for 
« I am not, laughing at you, but at my couſin, the count of Soiſſone, 
«© who is near me, and tells me, that he ſmells a ſhoulder of mutton, 
“ This ſecond ſtroke ſtruck him quite dumb. Upon which, the king 
ce falling into a fit, of laughter, went away and left him. A native of 
| © Perigord, who was one of the principal perſons that had communi- 
c“ cated this project of the edict of the king, preſſed much for its being 
ic put in execution. The king, who very. well knew the iniquity of the 
te edict, ſeeing himſelf. continually teaſed by this rude contractor, at 
c length aſked him what countryman he was; to which he anſwered, I 
« am a native of Perigord. Ventreſaintgris, replies the king, I always 
« thought ſo; for in that country they are all falſe coiners.—On Satur- 
ce day, the 5th of September, the court being met on the edit de 
% monies, rejected it entirely; Nec debemus, nec poſſumus,- we neither 
„ ought nor can, concluded they with one voice. The gentlemen be- 
« Jonging to the mint were ſent for; among whom one of the reformed 
6 religion, called Bizeul, ſpoke his ſentiments very freely, for which he 
de was highly commended; and M. le Premier preſident ſaid, Non in 
e 65 WW: tw $147 5 „„ 4:2 : * eee 
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convenient for petty traffic, had imperceptibly raiſed 
all that was bought or ſeld te more than its real 

Tux intereſt of commerce was ſtill more con- 

% s . 

cerned in the news the king received from ſeveral 
parts of the kingdom, that thoſe who had been em- 
ployed to ſeek for mines, had diſcovered a great 

number of + gold and filver ones. This report 
was ſpread at court with ſo many appearances of 
probability, that every one repreſenting to himſelf 
the direction of this new labour as a ſource of 
immenſe riches, there was not one who did not 
uſe his utmoſt endeavours to procure the grant of 
it. Monſieur Le Grand obtained the office of ſu- 
perintendant, and Beringhen that of comptroller-ge- 
, eral. This gave occaſion for La Regnardiere, a 
buffoen whoſe jefts were equally ſatirical and agree- 


tc parabolis ite locutus ef nobis. It muſt be obſerved, that as ſoon'as the 
© people belonging to the coinage had entered the chamber, the ſirſt pre- 
* fident ſaid to them, Sit don and be covered, and you ſhall ſpeak pre- 
te ſently. On Tueſday the 8th, in the evening, M. de Sully went to ſee 
ee the firſt preſident, in order to prevail on him to perſuade the court to 
te paſs the edicts; but in this he found him inffexible: and as the pre- 
4e fident repreſented to him the injuſtice of it, M. de Sully anſwered, 
« The king ought not to look upon that as unjuſt which fuits his af- 
cc fairs. - On Tueſday the 15th of September, the king ſent his letters 
« patent to the court, to prolong the parliament for eight days, during 
© which time they were ordered to ſet about the regiftering of the edits, 
«© two of which were in a manner revoked; and as to the others, it was 
ec hoped they would die of themſelves,” ö; 50 
I Le Septennaire mentions. the places where theſe mines of all 
ſorts were diſcovered : * In the Pyrennees mines of talc and copper, 
«© together with ſome of gold and filver; in the mountains of Foix, 
« mines of jet and precious ſtones, and even carbuncles, though but 
« few; in the lands of Gevaudan, and in the Cevennes, mines of 
4 lead and tin; in thoſe of Carcaſſonne, mines of filver; in thoſe of 
4 Auvergne, mines of iron; in the Lyon nois near the village Saint- 
4 Martin of gold and filver; in Normandy, filver and very good tin; 
te at Annonay in the Vivarais, mines of lead; in La Brie and Picardy, 
* mines of marcafite of gold and filver. Some of theſe mines, but 
 & eſpecially thoſe of gold and filver, are very difficolt and troubleſome = 
« to work, and at the fame time of ſo little profit,” that M. De Thou 
„ Hud reaſon for diſſuading them from meddling with them ever fince 
44 that time. Liv. cxxix. 5 ' 
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6e c mines,! than one "who Was. "Weak. a. 19 Kh of 
«. mines f. The improvement and working of 
ſilk, of which I ſhall have more. occaſion to ſpeak 
in the following year, commenced. in this, and 
an edift 1 was publiſhes for the Paine, of mulberry 
trees. 
Aon N 1 wil. theſe erent edids,: none mage: fo 
oxnch noiſe as that againſt duels f. His majeſty went ſo 
far as to make death the puniſhment of thoſe who dif- 
obeyed; in which, I confeſs, he acted contrary. to my 
advice. I have too plainly declared my thoughts of this 
pernicious and ſavage abuſe, to fear the accuſation of 
having endeavoured to tolerate it; but I foreſaw, that 
an exceſs of ſeverity in the means would be the princi- 
pal obſtacle of the execution. When it becomes ne- 
ceſſary to declare the will of the ſovereign to the ſub+ 
ject, it is of the utmoſt importance to examine careful - 
ly, whether the thing to be forbidden is of ſuch a nature 
that the fear of death may prevent diſobedience; for 
otherwiſe thoſe extremities are, in my opinion, Jeſs effi- 
cacious than degradation or diſgrace, or even than a 
pretty high fine or forfeiture. If the practice of duet 
ling be ſeriouſly attended to, it will be found to be of 
this nature; for it is commonly perſons of quality, and 
even of the greateſt diſtinction, who are guilty of it; 


For whom ſolicitations are ſo much the more ardent and 
ſucceſsful, 


a The jeſt ner is hb. word. mines, which in French Gevifies grimace and 
atfeQation, 

t This edict, in which duelling is declared to be high treaſon or 
Jexe majeſte, was paſſed at Blois in the month of June, and is a very ſe» 
vere one: this is the edit which firſt gave the conſtables and mare- 
. chals of France a power of prohibjting violent methods, and appointing 
the reparation of the injuries received. This the parliament reſtrifted, 
in the regiſtring, to thoſe rencounters alone that concerned the point of 
honour, and excepted all other crimes as debts, aſſaults, &c. M. de Sully, 
in the courſe of pe a 3 this affair of dvelling ; 2 kd po 
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176 MEMOIRS Book XII. 
| fucceſsful, as the puniſhment with which they a 

, Miteattned'! is great and infamous: it is not therefore ts 
be doubted;'that many pardans will be granted, the ex- 

| ample, and the hope of which, are ſufficient to encou- 
rage others to, infringe the law. It often happens, that 
thoſe puniſhments are moſt regarded, for which a on 
dare not, nor cannot be implored. ; 
\.... Bes1DEs thoſe embaſſies I have already . at 
15 it beginning of this year, the king received a ſolemn 
| . from the thirteen Swiſs Cantons: forty-two 
deputies from that nation came to Paris. to renew the 
alliance *, Which had been the occaſion of marechal 
Biron's journey to thoſe Cantons. I was appointed, 
together with Sillery, De Vic, and Caumartin, to treat 
with them; but, not being able, on account of my other 
employments, to attend this buſineſs conſtantly, I ſatisfi- 
ed myſelf with getting exact informations from Sillery 
of all that paſſed at their meetings. T he only difficul- 
ty I ſtarted, was concerning the three millions that 
were granted them, beſides the forty thouſand crowns to 
which their uſual penſion was raiſed: I could have 
wiſhed that they had deducted certain ſums paid on 
their account, during the campaign in Savoy, and on 
ſome other e : as for the reſt, theſe gentlemen 
thought good chear, and deep drinking with them, the 
moſt eſſential parts of their reception. The king pre- 
ſented them with gold chains and medals, and ſent back 
the pope's chamberlain, who came to compliment him 
in the. name of his holineſs, loaded with preſents : he 
gave his conſent to the alliance which the republic of 

enice made with the Griſons againſt Spain. 

Tx great armaments-and other warlike preparations 

d that crown was making for the following year 
kept the c crown of France 1 in continual attention to their 


motions, | 


- * See al the. ceremonies Fa entries, audiences, and performances of 
oaths, which were obſerved on this occaſion, in le Septennaire, ann, 1602. 


Matthieu, tom. II. liv, i iii. P. 471, &c. 


e 2 were 5 abe that A who held it, 
for an inconteſtable truth, that it was by-the military 
power alone a ſtate could be rendered flouriſhingy not 

only, rejected the propoſal I made him to diſband part of 

his troops, particularly to leſſen the number of his 
guards by twelve or fifteen hundred men, but alſo that 

he took a reſolution to make a new levy of fix thouſand 

Swiſs 3 and. 1 it was with great difficulty that I prevailed 

upon him to defer this levy till the month of Septem- 

ber. He was more ſolicitous than ever about the pay- 

ment of his army, and I was obliged to the conſtable for 

having, ſolicited, with great earneſtneſs the payment of 

my company of gendarmes. And at laſt he determined 

to take another] journey to Calais, which was the moſt 

conſiderable of all his majeſty 1 made. this Fears: except 
that into the provinces. 

HENRY took his route through Variieail ＋ towards 
the latter end of the month of Auguſt, leaving his queen 
in the ſame condition ſhe Was the preceding year, that 
is, far advanced in her pregnancy, for the lay in of 
Madame her eldeſt daughter, i in November t. He re- 
commended to me with great earneſtneſs to be aſſiduous 
about her, and endeavour to make her approve of his 
Journey; as likewiſe to procure her every kind of divers - 
ſion that might alleviate her concern during. the firſt 
days of his abſence. He never wrote. to me without 
making i inquiry about the ſtate of her health, and the 
manner in which ſhe paſſed her time: that it may be 
truly ſaid, that he never omitted giving her- every in- 
ſtance of reſpect and tenderneſs that was able to make 
her forget the uneaſineſs ſhe received from his amours. 
1 was about this time that ” FS the ſon he had 


90 Vemmevil, near Sealts, a cafile which he had given to bis miſtreſs, 
5 bene d' Entragues, and from which the took the title of marchio- 
neſs of Verneuil. | 
t Elizabeth, daughter of Rrance, was born on the 22d.of November, | 
| | 1603, and married to Philip IV. of Spain i in 1615. 
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by the We e 9„ e was among the 
number of thoſe things that gave the greateſt « offence to 
the, queen... Henry was detained a little time at Mon- 
ceaux by a fever, occaſidned by a cold he got in walk- 


ing late in the evening to ſee his maſons work ; the re- 
medy he made uſe of was, to go to the chace next day. 
As ſoon as I had acquainted him at Boulogne, that 
every thing relating io the queen was in ſuch a ſituati- : 
on as he wiſhed, he wrote to me to come to him in this 
city, with the preſident Jeannin, whom he ap to 


have, occaſion for.. 


Ir was from this place that his majeſty was a witneſs 
of part of the event and exploits of the campaign be- 
tween the Spaniards and the Flemiſh, without having 
any inclination to difarm, whatever aſſurance might be 
given him by the king of Spain, till he had ſeen what 
turn affairs would take in the Low Countries; where, 
however, they ſtill continued to be on the ſame footing 
as before. The ſiege of Oſtend was not carried on with 
ſo much vigour by the befiegers, as it was ſuſtained by 
the beſieged. Prince Maurice of Naſſau, after continu- 
ing ſome time at Berg, uncertain of what he ſhould next 
undertake, went on the 19th of September to inveſt 
Grave, and entrenched himſelf, not doubting but he 
ſhould receive ſome oppoſition, in this enterpriſe. Ac- 
cordingly the admiral of Arragon, in the abſence of the 
archduke Albert, who was. detained by fickneſs at 
Bruſſels, endeavoured, by means of a bridge which he 
threw over the river, to beat up one of the quarters of 


the beſiegers, and to ſuccour the place; but he did not 


ſucceed; and he had even the mortification to find, that: 
many of his Spaniſh companies mutinied, and, after 
ſeparating from the main body of his army, poſſeſſed 
ane of HORS den Nas Ale togh ſuch wrong 


8 Hur — duke de verneoll: he wat at fit un a of . a 
and afterwards married Charlotte _— "IF | 
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methods to engage them to return, that they came to a 
reſolution. to apply to the prince of Orange, Who gave 
them the city of Grave for a retreat, which he had 
taken, and which theſe Spaniards reſtored to him, when 
the ravages and violences they committed upon the terri- 
tories of the archduke obliged him to treat with n 
and to accept of very ſtrange conditions from them . 
TE council of Spain, through a deſite of carrying | 
on the war, reſolved to make new and more ; vigorous 
efforts. A ſquadron of twelve large gallies and pin- 
naces, fitted out at Sicily with great care, manned with | 
a ſufficient number of ſoldiers, and plentifully ſupplied | 
with all neceſſary proviſions, ſailed for this purpoſe. out 
of the Spaniſh ports, to cruiſe in the channel: the com- 
mand of this ſquadron was given to Frederic-Spinola,, 
couſin to the marquis of that name, who conducted Fl 


. the ſiege of Oftend ; he flattered himſelf that he ſhould 


become maſter of the! ſea, and complete. the ruin of 
the Flemiſh. But this proved a vain. hope; of twelve 
veſſels, two of them periſhed ere he had quitted the 
coaſts of Spain; the ten others, meeting with a Dutch: 
ſquadron, were almoſt all either taken or ſunk; the laſt 
that eſcaped, and in which Spinola himſelf was, hap- 
ned to run a- ground within view of Calais, but ſo 
diſabled by the cannon, and in ſuch a ſhattered conditi- 
on, that the ſlaves who rowed it having revolted and 
| fled, the general found himſelf obliged to land alone, 
and with-great labour, at Calais, from whence he went 
to Bruſſels, to nen to the archduke of the ſea and 
the winds. 
SPAIN mace herſelf nende for theſe miafortuves by: 
the acquiſition. of the marquiſate of Final, which was 
taken by the count of Fuentes. There was not the- 


leaſt ſhadow of a pretence for this uſurpation ; this 


n ſtate, which i is on the.coalt of Geneva, being in- 
8 2 ep | conteltably: 


1 tee In the W the ti of all theſs Hue whit. 
are here only briefly related. | 
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f conteſtably a fief 'of the empire; nevertheleſs, when 
the emperor, to preſerve, in appearance at. leaſt, the 


right of the empire, offered to ſend commiſſioners to 
diſcuſs: this affair upon the ſpot, his offer was rejected 
with contempt by the king of Spain“. He uſed the 
ſame violence with regard to Piombinb, a fief likewiſe of 
the empire, which afforded him a convenient port; and 
had likewiſe the ſame views upon Embden, when he un- 
dertook to ſupport againſt the inhabitants + the lord of 
this city, although he was avowedly a proteſtant ; but 


in this he did not ſucceed; the citizens of Embden 


maintained their liberty againſt both the one and the 
other,” and joined themſelves to the ſtates. - 
THE duke of Savoy ſucceeded no better in the hs. 


tempt he ordered d Albigny to make upon the city of 
Gets This expedition ended unfortunately for the 


aſſailants, although they had opened themſelves a paſ- 
ſage into the city, by . en ſoldiers to the walls, and 
above two hundred of them had already entered, after 
eutting the centinel's throat, whom they had forced to 
tell them the watch- word, which ſerved them to get 
clear of the patrole till they. had found their way 


through the firſt guard; and now they thought them 


ſelves ſecure of the city: but the citizens, deriving new 
ſtrength and courage from the extremity they beheld 
themſelves in, charged them with ſo much fury, that 
they drove them back, and forced them to abandon their 

city. Some of theſe Savoyards threw themſelves off the 
walls, to eſcape the rage of the enemies; many others 
were taken, and hanged without mercy. Spain entered 
very deep into that black d ran was one : 


mal Fi * : 


* The marquis of Fina by nie enden N a renin due 


ring his life. 
He was called: count d'Oſt Friſe, See theorigin of theſe troubles in 


| e Sept. an. 1 598, and their concluſion, an. 1602. 


1 Charles de Simiane e _ fe * 129 I drag 
e e 544. 
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by a peace between the duke of Savoy and the republic 
. of Gene tf 7 FVV 
Tx revolt of Battori from the emperor continued 
the war in Hungary: the duke of Nevers t. went thi- 
ther, in expectation of ſucceeding to the poſt and re- 
e e e 11 ao. 
| + The treaty was concluded the following year at Ramilly, through 
the mediation of the Swiſy Cantons. Siri, ibid, p. 200. 
1 Charles de Gonzague, duke of Mantua, de Nevers, de Cleves, 
and de Rhetel, who died in 1637. See how la Chrono). Septen. relates 
an action, of which M. de Sully ſpeaks with a kind of contempt. 
% The duke of Nevers thinking by his own example to recal the courage 
te of thoſe who withdrew from danger, and to induce others to come on, 
de went directly to the breach, trampling over the dead, the wounded, 
s and even thoſe that were flying; but he received there the ſhot of 3 
4 large arquebuſe that was fired amidft a great number of other arms, 
cc from one of the angles of the ſaid breach, that ſtruck him juſt on the 
4 left ſide, penetrating into the breaſt, near the heart and lungs ; but it 
« was conducted ſo providentially, that, neither breaking or hurting any 
« nobler part, it gained him as much laſting honour, as it ſhewed a great 
« miracle in his preſervation,” Let us likewiſe hear this writer con- 
cerning the death of the duke de Mercur: „Having an inclination, 
cc ſays he, to return to France, in order to prepare for ſome greater ex- 
« pedition againſt the Turks, he went from Vienna to Prague, where 
«© he took his leave of the emperor: but while he was at Noremberg he 
« was ;ſeized with a peſtilential ſpotted- fever. No ſooner was the hoſt 
« brought him, than the moment he ſaw it, though in a languiſhing 
« and weak ftate of body, yet of a vigorous and ſound mind, having more 
6e faith than life (the device of the duke of Mercœur being plus fdei quam 
ec vitæ) he threw himſelf out of bed, and falling proſtrate upon the 
« ground, adored his Saviour, uttering the moſt devout ejaculations,”* 
The whole of, what this author adds concerning the acts, ſayings, and 
fentiments, of the duke of Mercœur, till the moment of his death, is 
quite affecting, and ſerves ſufficiently to form a high elogium of his cha- 
racter: « His funeral oration was pronounced in the church of Notre 
% Dame at Paris, by monſieur Frangois de Selles, coadjutor and biſhop 
cc ele of Geneve. The Turks imagined that the affairs of the Chriſtians 
te did not proſper but wherever this prince was. After the elogium of 
« his family, the hiſtorian paſſes to that of his virtues: He was one of 
« the moſt temperate men in the world as to diet, ſo as only to eat when 
c obliged through neceſſity, and he drank almoſt nothing but water: he 
© was no leſs abſtemious in other temporal enjoy ments; humble in the 
6 poſſeſſion of all thoſe high honours and great favours heaven had heap= 
ed upon him, and never abuſing any of them; for he was equally ac- 
« ceſſible to rich and poor; moderate in his recteations; he bad a great 
c contempt for idle aſſemblies; ſo that what time remained for amuſe- 
«© ment he employed in reading uſeful books. He had an exact ſkill in 
practical mathematics; he. alſo was eloquent, and would geen 
| . EP Ie ne WOT „deliver 
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putation of the duke of Merecur; but laying ſiege to 
Buda after Peſt had been taken by the Chriſtians, the 


Turks, -who on their ſide had, at length, won Alba 


regalis, haſtened thither with ſuch numerous forces, 


that they forced them to raiſe the ſiege; and the duke 


of Nevers retreated very much wounded. An action 
of George Baſte, the imperial general, has been very 
much and very deſervedly applauded. The rebels in 
Battori's party having ſeiſed Biſtrith, Baſte retook this 

place by a capitulation, which dufing his abſence was 
violated by ſome German ſoldiers. As ſoon as he was 
appriſed of it at his return, he hanged up all thoſe 
ſoldiers, and out of his own money ſatisfied the in- 
habitants for the damage they had received. The 
rebels were fo greatly affected with the generoſity of 
this action, that they all ſubmitted to the emperor, 
and demanded no other ſecurity than the general's 
word. 1 : 18 q 
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BOOK x. 


Tn E city of Metz bad been, for ſome time, ſhaken 


with thoſe inteſtine diviſions, which broke out in the 


beginning of this year. The duke of Epernon, who 
was governor of it, and of the whole country of 


t deliver his elegant ſentiments not only IvFrench; but likewiſe in the 


& German, Italian, and Spaniſh tongues, in which he was more than 
cc moderately ſkilled z and yet be never employed his elocution but to 
* enforce things that were uſeful, praiſe - worthy, and virtuous.” The 


': fefcription which this writer afterwards gives, with regard to his per- 


forming the duties of religion and thoſe of his ſtation, his piety, his pru- 
dente, and his other virtues, form altogether a picture which may ſerve 
for a model to the great of our times, if we except that an immoderate 
ambition and miſtaken zeal for religion made him undertake a conſpi- 
racy againſt his ſovereign. Matthieu, ibid. 456, ſpeaks of him in the 
ſame manner. | | | 
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Mefün, had placed Sobole + and his brother as his lieu- 
tenants there; who made ſuch an ill ufe of their au- 
thority, that they were ſoon hated by the whole body of 
the citizens. This hatred was ſtrengthened by the dif- 
ference: of their religions; and there was ſuch a general 


outcry amongſt the citizens and country people, againſt 


the lieutenants, that d"Epernon was obliged to go him- 
ſelf to Metz, to hear the complaints of both parties, 


and to endeavour to conciliate them to each other. So- 


bole complained, that the city refuſed to furniſh the 
troops with victual, and the city, in their turn, threw 


the whole blame upon Sobole. Some diſputes had alſo 
riſen concerning a certain Provencal priſoner at Vitry; 


which, through rancour and a defire of revenge, oeca- 


ſioned (overt other matters leſs conſiderable ; and theſe 


| heats had already proceeded ſo far as to make a revolt be 

apprehended. 

Tux duke of Epernon was ſoon. convinced that the 
two Soboles * had not juſtice on their fide, at leaſt, with 
regard to the firſt complaint, which was indeed the 

chief, and by them made the'occafion of a quarrel, with 
no other view, than to afford them a pretence for open- 


ing the magazines of the citadel, which was never per- 


mitted but in cafe of a war or a lege, and this to make 
themſelves maſters of them. D' Epernon would have 
been glad to have pacified matters, without being oblig 

to deprive his two creatures of their poſts; for he well 
knew, that this was an exertion of authority, which he 


would have ſome difficulty to ſupport himfelf in, the 


two brothers being at the head of a party, ftrong enough 
to oppoſe the governor as well as the citizens, 
1 HINGS | were in 2 this 1 55 when the 2 8 ne 


4+ cies de centre, lord of 2 und bis brother ey 
men of Gaſcony. _ : 
* Sobole accuſed the city of Metz of holding intelligence with the 
count of Mansfield, in order to furrender itſelf to the king of Spain, This 

«ccuſation appeared to be falſe, Vis du dug — p. 417. 
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advice what was doing at Metz: he "nc me notice that 
he would come to the arſenal to confer with me, and 
deſired that I would have a ſupper prepared. for him, 
and ſix other perſons whom he ſhould bring with him. 
He made me follow him alone into the great ſtore- 
houſes of | cannons and arms, and, beginning, as uſual, 
to. diſcourſe about the ſituation of affairs within the 
kingdom, with reſpe& to the malecontents, he told me 
the news he had juſt received from Metz. Henry, with- 
out any heſitation, reſolved upon taking a journey thi- 
ther, upon his reflecting that if Metz, a city ſo very 
; lately diſmembered from the empire, ſhould unfortu- 
nately happen, in the preſent conjuncture, to to ſeparate 
itſelf from France, it would be a difficult matter to re- 
cover it. Several other political motives made this 
journey abſolutely neceſſary, beſides that of taking from 
the duke of Epernon a citadel, which he might make 
uſe of to very bad purpoſes, and. a conſiderable extent 
of country, wherein, under the reign of Henry the 
third, he had behaved more like a ſovereign prince than 
a governor; and, upon a ſuppoſition that he ſhould one 
day carry his great deſigns i into execution, there would 
be a neceſſity for having, in this country, ſo important 
by its ſituation, a governor from whom he could pro- 
miſe: himſelf more aſſiſtance than he could expect from 
d' Epernon. It was probable at leaſt that ſome favour- 
able opportunity. would offer to join Lorrain to France, 
| and.in that caſe it imported his majeſty highly to go him- 
ſelf in perſon, and procure a perfect knowledge of this 
ſtate, and give the government of that province, which 
was upon its confines, to a man on whom he could de- 
pend. This journey likewiſe would be of uſe to him, 
affording him an opportunity of becoming acquainted 
with ſome of the princes of Germany, and of ſounding 
their inclinations with reſpect to the houſe of Auſtria, 
to know if he might expect any aſſiſtance from them in 
| a Ling e e to attach. em 


to 
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to himſelf, by reconciling them to one: another, for he 
was not ignorant that any differences es antovgs 


them. 


fer out without loſs of time, to the end that, by appear- 

at Metz with his whole court (for it was reſolved 
that: the queen ſhould accompany him) at a time when 
the two factions not having yef proceeded fo far in their 
inſolence as to embrace a party contrary to the king, 
both the one and the other ſhould think of nothing but 
of juſtifying their conduct, and ſubmitting to his deter- 
mination. The king would not even ſtay till the coats 
of his guards, for about this time they were to be all 
new cloathed, were ready; but leaving me at Paris to 
correſpond with him, ordered only Villeroi among his 


ſecretaries of ſtate to attend him, and left Paris the latter 


end of February, notwithſtanding the rigour of the ſea- 
ſon, which made the roads very bad for the ladies to 
travel, and took his rout by La-Ferte-ſur-Jouarre, Dor- 
nan. dime, Epernai, Chilons-ſur-Marne, and Cler- 
mont: the court ſtopped at Verdun, and four or five 
days after arrived at Metz by Frezne-en-Verdunois. / 


HEexRy's arrival put an end to all diſputes, and no- 


thing was talked of but ſubmiſſion and obedience : not 
but Sobole, who was ſenſible this affair would be termi- 
nated by his expulſion, had ambition and reſolution 
enough to maintain himſelf in the citadel in ſpite of his 
majeſty, and diſcloſed his thoughts to his particular 


friends; but the moſt prudent amongſt them repreſent- 


ed to him, that, if he engaged in ſuch a deſign, he 


would be irretrieyably ruined; ſo that, ſubmitting to 


the arret for his baniſhment, he gave up the citadel with- 
out making any conditions, and quitted Metz and the 
whole One of Meſſin. The king 1 nden, 


t Fravels de la Grange lord of Montigay, Sery, &c. was 10 chief 
ſteward of the houſbold to ** III. one of en Blois, 2 
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do de his lieutenant in this province, in the room of 
Sobole, and d'Arquien his brother to act as lientenant 
| for the governor in the city and caſtle of Metz. Mon- 
tigny, for this new poſt, quitted his government of Pa- 
Tis, the ſalary of which, however, he received this year. 
It was thought that d'Epernon was far from being ſatis- 
fied with all theſe changes, as may be eaſily imagined, 
the two lieutenants being under no obligation to him for 
their preferment; but he could have nothing to ſay, he 
himſelf, through neceſſity, being the firſt to require the 
banichment of the two Soboles, ſo that every thing 5 
ſeemed to be done with his conſent. 
TI HAVE taken this detail from the letters his majeſty 
honoured me with during his ſtay at Metz, in which he 
informed me ſuccinctly of all the incidents, and dwelt 
fill longer upon the manner in which he was received 
at Metz, and upon the city itſelf, which he ſaid was 
three times larger than Orleans, and finely ſituated, 
but that the caſtle was not worth any thing; he like- 
wiſe told me, that he wiſhed for my 8 in that 
country, that he might ſend me to viſit the frontier, 
and that before ſix days, he ſhould put every thing in 
ſuch good order, as to be able to leave Metz. In ef- 
fect, the king accompliſhed it in much leſs time, and 
was'only detained there by an indiſpoſition, that obliged 
him to take ſome medicines, after which he found him- 
ſelf quite well, although it was followed by a fit of the 
ague, which he thought had been occaſioned by a cold. | 
The dutcheſs of Bar, ſiſter to his majeſty, came to Metz 
on the ſixteenth of March, and the. duke de Deux- 


Ponts, with his wife and children, arrived three days 
| | afterwards. 


| Eniaht of the order of the Holy Ohoſt, camp · maſſer- general of the light- 
horſe, . governor of Paris, afterwards of etz, the Pays Mefſin, Toul, 
and Verdun, at laſt, marechal of France, and died in 1617. His bro= 
ther was Antony, lord of Arquien, commandant of the citadel of Metz, 
governor of Calais, Sancerre, &c. He is miſcalled by ſome, John-James | 
&Arquien; and d' Arcy, by father Daniel. Iba ene n way 
pephew of marechal de * | | 
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afterwards. The remainder of the time his majeſty ſtaid 
in this province was employed in concluding a marriage 
between mademoiſelle de Rohan, and the young duke 
de * Deux-Ponts; in compoſing a difference between 


the cardinal of Lorrain, and the prince of Branden- 


bourg +, concerning the biſhopric of Straſbourg, which 
was accompliſhed by dividing the revenue of. this bi- 


ſhopric equally between them, without having any re- 


gard to their titles and pretenſions; in reſtoring tran- 


Juility to that city, and in being ſerviceable to all the 


princes who required his interpoſition in any of their 
affairs. The name of Henry became ſo revered in this 


country, that ſeveral ſovereign princes of Germany took 


a reſolution to come thither and pay their reſpects to 


him, to offer him their ſervice, and demand his protec- 


tion; which, however, they could only do afterwards, 
and by ambaſſadors, the neceſſary preparations for their 
equi pages taking up more time than his majeſty had de- 


termined to ſtay at Metz. There were only the cardi- 


nal of Lorrain, the duke de Deux-Ponts, the marquis 


of Brandenbourg and Pomerania, the landgrave of Heſſe, 


and three or four others whoſe dominions lay neareſt to 
the Rhine, that came thither in perſon. | 7 
Tux Jeſuits, who ever ſince their baniſhment, had 
been uſing their utmoſt endeayours to procure their re- 


eſtabliſhment in France, appeared no leſs ſolicitous to 
make their court to the king; for this purpoſe, they 


made uſe of the good offices of the fathers of their or- 
der at Verdun , ſupported by La-Varenne, who de- 


uy, John, II. duke of Deux-Ponts, of a branch of the houſe of Bavaria, 
married Catherine the daughter of Henry duke of Rohan. 


+ John Manderſcheidt, the catholic biſhop of Straſbourg, dying in 1 594,5 
cardinal Charles of Lorrain obtained this biſhoprie of the pope; and the 
proteſtants, on their part, got John- George, brother of the elector of 


Brandenbourg, elected; whence a war aroſe, which continued till this 


year, See the hiſtorians, Baſſompierre's Memoirs, vol. I. Septennaire, &c. 
bs The fathers Ignatius Armand, .provincial, Chateiller, Broſſard, and 
La-Tour, introduced by La-Varenne, came on Wedneſday in Paſſion weeks 
b to 
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clared' himſelf their protector, that they works one day 
become his, and repay his zeal by the advancement of 
his children, for whom he already thirſted after the moſt 
eminent dignities in the church. D' Oſſat, though not 
in France, laboured with equal ardour and ſucceſs in 
their favour. The ambitious deſire of being arbitrator 
of the affairs of Europe had often made this man under- 
take to treat of matters quite foreign to his commiſſion: 
the obſtacles he raiſed at Rome to the marriage of the 
princeſs Catherine, the king's ſiſter, is one proof of it, 
and his ſolicitatiens for the Jeſuits another; for the re- 
eſtabliſhment of this ſociety was regarded by him, Vil- 
leroi, Jeannin, and other creatures of the Roman court 
in France, to be the moſt eſſential part of that ſyſtem of 
politics, which they endeavoured to have ee dener 
to that purſued by the council. 
ee by, SAGA bis eters which t prove the 
5 truth 


to 3 themſelves at the king's feet, and to implore his favour for their | 
re- admiſſion igto France. Henry IV. would not ſuffer the provincial, 
who ſpoke for the whole order, to addreſs him kneeling, When he had 
done, the king anſwered them, that, for his part, he was not an ill- 
wiſher to the Jeſuits: he required them to give him, in writing, what 
they had been ſaying to him, and kept them the whole day with him, 
They returned on Eaſter- Monday, and the king promiſed to recall them, 
andeven ordered the father provincial to come to him at Paris, and bring 
father Cotton with bim. * I will have you with me, added he, for I 
ei think you uſeful to the public, and to my kingdom.“ He diſmiſſed. 
them, after having embraced them all four. De Thou, b. cxxix. Chro- 
nol. Sept. ann. 1603. MSS. Biblioth. Royale, vol. 91 29. Sc. P. Mat- 
thieu, vol. II. b. iii. p. 556. 

Ii To ſupport theſe accuſations brought againſt cardinal d' Oſſat. the au · 
thor quotes fourteen letters, taken out of the collection printed in 1627, 
eight of them to the king, and fix to M. de Villeroi: and he principally 
© fixes on two of the fix laſt mentioned, of which he has given an abſtract. 
There are ſome errors in theſe quotations, which may be placed to the 
printer's account; but truth compels us to acknowledge, that there are 

others of more moment than mere faults of the*impreflion, which may be 
laid to the charge of the pretended author of the memorial from Rome ; 
and that though the abſtract of theſe letters be conformable to the words 
of the text, yet it may be ſaid to be not more exact on that account, fince 
one cannot help taking notice of the viſible attempt to ſuppreſs thoſe ex- 
planations and e which ſoften, and even 9 totally PP 
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truth of my aſſertions concerning him, ſeems not to be 


ſolicitous about concealing his true ſentiments from the 


public; 


* 


the bad ronfirvAions which it bas been endeavobfed to put on them. 1 


apprehend it will be neceſſary here to make ſome ſhort obſervations 
on each of thoſe letters, as well to ſtand in the place of a diſquifitionz 
more ſatirical than biſtorical, which I thought it incumbent on me to ſup» 
preſs, as to do juſtice where it is due, and to make known the real ſenti- 
ments of a man, eſteemed amongſt us as a great negotiator, and a very able 
The firſt of the eight letters to the king (though the author reckons 
only ſeven of them) is dated the 19th of February, 1600. It only con- 
tains an account given by the cardinal d'Offat to his majeſty, of ſome 


complaints made by the pope, by reaſon of the king's having created M. de 


la Tremoville, who was a proteſtant, a duke and a peer of France, 
and of his intending to make him admiral afterwards, as he had been in- 
formed. D' Oſſat does not, in this letter, ſay any thing as being his 'own 
ſentiment, and even takes ſome pains to juſtify Henry IV. In the ſe- 
cond letter of the 25th of April, it is again the pope who infifts on the 
publication of the council of Trent, and the re-admifſion of the Jeſvits 


into France, and who, at the ſame time, complains of ſome abuſes in the 


Gallican church to which the cardinal makes no other anſwer, but that 
his majeſty fincerely labours to give his holineſs all poſſible ſatisfaction. 
The third of the 22d of May, the fourth of the 19th of June, and the 


fifth of the zoth of the ſame month, turn on the affair of the diſpenſation 


for the duke and dutcheſs of Bar : he therein acquaints the king with the 
difficulties that affair meets with at Rome; he adds his own opinion, 
which, in truth, is not in favour of his majeſty's intentions, but never- 
theleſs does not prevent his being ready to ſecond them, by all the reaſons 
he can think of, and his ſhewing bimſelf, above all things, exceeding 
ſenſible of the ſhame that would redound to the houſe of France, if, as 
the duke of Bar ſometimes gave out, it ſhopld be determined by the court 
of Lorraine to ſend the princeſs back to France, The fixth letter of the 
26th of November, 1601, contains nothing for which this prelate can be 


| blamed, but his diſcovering, perhaps with too much complaiſance, to 


Henry IV. the deſign his holineſs had formed, on the death of queen Eli- 
zabeth, to transfer the crown of England to the houſe of Parma. In the 
ſeventh of the 22d of December in the ſame year, d' Oſſat alſo, poſſibly 


with too much zeal, ſuflains certain rights of the pope, in the matter of 


elections. His ſentiments, which muſt appear to be ſingular in France, 


oblige me to ſet forth ſome of the terms he employs, If the popes, ſays 


he, have eneroached on the liberties of the church, the kings, fire, (I 
<« ſay this only to yourſelf, and even in doing ſo, ſhew the preat opinion 
«© have of your generoſity and goodneſs) have made no leſs attempts on 
ce their kingdoms, and even their churches : and if things ſhou!d be re- 
te duced to their original ſtate, as is attempted to be done on your fide in 
© the pope's caſe in regard to the elections, the kings would be greater 


4c ſufferers by it than the popes | 


* 


The firſt of theſe fix letters, directed to M. de Villeroi, is dated the 
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bei he i inehaubehds fort sing alche d ale 
ways obſerved a conduct quite oppoſite to that which 


the 


23d of Joly 1621. Our author's exceptions to this letter are berauſe 


d' Oſſat therein maintains, with ſome warmth, that the proteſtants ought 


2 to be ſuffered in the Italian cities, ceded to the king by the treaty of 


voy. The ſecond of the 234 of September, is miſdated. If the au- 
thor meant to ſpeak of that of the 3d of September, he is ſo much more 


in the wrong, becauſe the Spaniards are handled very roughly in that let- 
ter: but he probably ſpeaks of that of the 17th of that month, for there 


the pretended reformed religion, and the cities of Savoy, are again brought 
in queſtion, The third of the 16th of December 1602, on the affairs of 
the dutcheſs of Bar, contains this circumſtance in favour of d' Oſſat, that 


he therein declares the ſuſpicion he had conceived, that the duke of Lore 
raine might have ſome evil intentions againſt her. Ihe ſame thing may 


be ſaid of the fourth of the goth of December, in which his eminence 
ſeems perſuaded, that Spain appears to enter ſo ſtrongly with the pope, 
into the affair of the fuceeſſion to the crown of England, for no other 
reaſon than to cover her own deſigns with the cloak of religion. As to 
the fifth of the 7th, or rather the 27th of January 1603, which is one of 
the two tbe author applies himſelf to cenſure particularly, becauſe it 
points out, though but in general terms, the abuſes in the government of 
France; he is doubly to blame for concealing that d' Oſſat adds, at the 
ſame time, that the wiſdom of Henry IV. had already redreſſed them in 
part; ſince thoſe words contain the real meaning, and an explanation of 
the cardinal's ſentiments, and, at the ſame time, a commendation which 
might be made to rebound from thence on M. de Roſny. The fixth of 
the roth of. February, is produced as being the moſt vehement; and, in 
truth, in this letter he expreſſes himſelf with more freedom, on the evils 
with which the kingdom is internally afflicted, on the injuſtice of the 
war carried on againſt Spain in Flanders, and on the advantage of uniting 
the two kingdoms of France and Spain in intereſt and politics, by the 
marriage of the dauphin and infanta; yet, when all theſe circumſtances 


are drawn together, and placed in the moſt unfavourable point of light, 
as the author has done, he ſhould, in juſtice, have remarked that d'Offat, 


in this letter, candidly ftates every fide of the queſtion; that he ſays, he 
is convinced the. Spaniards diſcover a deſire for an alliance with us, 
only to gain time to do their own buſineſs, and to amuſe the king with a 
treaty, to ſurpriſe him the better afterwards z. that he inveighs, perhaps, 
with equal force, againſtthe rapaciouſneſs, ambition, arrogance, and per- 
fidy of the council of Madrid. | Certainly, it is not the proper time to 
ſhew this prelate's opinion, whilf he is thus balancing the reaſons on each 
fide 5; but when he recapitulates what he has been ſaying in this letter, 
which is very long, be at laſt ſpeaks in his own name: and this is the 
manner in which he delivers his ſentiments, © « Upon the whole, I 


© apprehend that his, holineſs ought to be undeceived, in the wrong no- 


c tions he has formed of us; that we ought, ſincerely and faith fully, 
« to obſerve the peace made and ſworn with the king of Spain and the 


© archdukes on our fide, provided they alſo keep it on theirs, as they 
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the gratitude he owed to his prince and benefactor ought 
to have ſuggeſted to him, he deſerves ſtill greater re- 
proaches for having endeavoured both in his diſcourſe 
and in his writings, to give a bad impreſſion of the king 


and his miniſters. When removed from the center of 
buſineſs, all the informations he could obtain muſt be 


through the canal of wretches, to whom a man of ſenſe 
and judgment ought to be cautious of giving credit. It 
is not difficult to perceive that this paſſage tends partly 


to juſtify. myſelf againſt the cenſures of d'Oſſat, this 


cardinal having about that time wrote a letter to. Vil- 
! in in _ n not t ſcruple t. to attribute marechal 
| id. OAT 3.05 0 Biron's 


5 


40 « have 1 3 pope a to 30; 4 this. peace 5 nill be ſtrength⸗ 


© ened by all ſorts of honourable and advantageous obligations; yet that 
we ſhould not place more confidence in it than reaſon warrants, nor 
' abate our vigilance and precaution 3 but that we ſhould, in all: other 
reſpects, leave the king of Spain and the archdukes on the footing they 
now ſtand with other nations, not from any evil defign or intention 
againſt them, but for our own preſervation; that we. ſhould not fur- 
niſh an opportunity to thoſe who have ſhewn an inclination to turn all 
their forces againſt France; and that whilſt the reſt are at war with one 
another, we ſhould employ the peace and quiet God has bleſſed us with, 
in doing what is right, improving what is good in the kingdom, and ex- 
tirpating what is bad.“ 

This diſquifition confirms me in the opinion J haze given above, of the 
ſentiments of the cardinal d'Offatz for what he ſays of-the Spaniards, be- 
fides the letters already quoted, ſee p. 51, 504, 540, 692, 795, &c. on 
the publication of the council of Trent, 217, 256, 354, 396, 400, 433» 
—_ 613, 615, and many other places; on the Jeſoits, 69, 302, 303, 


28 7, 309, 351, & ſeq. 613, & ſeq. 


Had the cardinal d'Offat even meant what his adverſary pretends he did, 
it could not be at all confiſtent with the character of ſo prudent and cauti- 


ous 2 negotiator, as he is allowed to have been, to make an open diſcovery 


of ſuch blameable ſentiments: his prudence appears from his letters 
amongft other occaſions, where, unqueſtionably againſt his own advice, 


he defends the edi& of Nantz before the pope, p. 391, 393, 400, whete- 


he approves of the impriſonment:of| marechal de Biron, 705, and * 
he takes the part of queen Elizabeth, 243. 

In ſhort, nothing can be a ſtronger proof that this cardinal had no per- 
ſonal diſſike to M. de Roſny, as it has been inſinuated, than his having ne- 
ver once mentioned his name with ill- nature. He is ſpoken of, p. 440, 
377, 723: this laſt is the only place where he complains of him, though 
with all poſfible moderation, on account = his en nnen hs 99877 


ment of his allowance. 
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Biron's rebellion, and the diſcontent of the other French 
lords, to the very little ſatisfaction they received from Hen- 


ry, and the oppreſſion the people groaned under through 


the tyranny of his counſellors: and that he might not 
do things by halves, this able, man, who valued him- 
felf upon his. nice diſcernment in affairs of ſtate, pre- 
ſumed, by deſiring Villeroi to ſhew his letter to the 
king, to adviſe his majeſty to remit his confidence 
and his authority into other hands. Poſſibly if this pro- 


ceeding of d' Oſſat's was thoroughly examined, it would 


be found to have more artifice than miſtake in it; for 
it is not likely that a man, who received ſuch exact in- 
formations from. Villeroi of every thing that happened, 


could be ignorant that what he repreſented as a general 
conſpiracy of all the ſtates in the kingdom, was, in rea- 
lity, only a faction compoſed of a few perſons, whoſe 


heads were turned by ambition, and the licentiouſneſs 


of the late times; and that all the reſt of the French 
nobility: placed their glory and their happineſs in their 


firm attachment to their prince; that the clergy, on 
their ſide, praiſed him no leſs, and, in effect, had no 


leſs reaſon to praiſe him, having. but lately received a 
very. conſiderable gratuity from him; and laſtly, that 


the people, beſides the ſuppreſſion of the penny in the 
ſhilling, had, by his majeſty, been farther relieved by an 
abatement of two millions im the land-tax. 

I was not unacquainted with any of d' Oſſat's ma- 


licious proceedings, nor of his perſonal complaints 
againſt me, for not paying his penſion exactly. Ville- 


roi undertook to recommend the ſpeedy payment of it 
to me, and acquitted himſelf of this commiſſion, by 
exalting, as uſual, the great abilities and ſervices of 
this cardinal. Some days afterwards, I was accoſted 
by a banker, who made me a propoſal to diſcharge. 
certain penſions, given by his majeſty to perſons at 


Rome, among others d' Oſſat's, which he did with 


the ſame unpolite freedom that the cabal of my ene- 
mies 
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mies affected to uſe me with. T here. are ſome. offices 
in themſelves of ſuch dignity, as to draw reſpe& and 
conſideration upon the perſons who poſleſs, them. I 
was not Torry that the banker was made ſenſible of this 
truth, and I ſent him away coldly enough. D*Offat 
found himſelf obliged to write to me four months after- 
wards, apd I received his letter at the ſame time that 
one was brought me from my brother, who was am- 
baſſador at that court. D*Oflat expreſſed himſelf in ſo 
inſolent a manner in this letter, that it certainly deſerved 
no better an anſwer than J had given the banker. How- 
ever, being of opinion that I ought not to. regard it, I 
was going to make out a draught for his payment, 
when I received an inconteſtible proof of the injurious 
language he publicly uſed againſt me: that inſtant, I 
confeſs, I withdrew the warrant, which was a very exact 
one, and ſubſtituted another in its room of a more doubt- 
ful payment, and from that time reſolved to expedite 
no more, but by the king's expreſs command. I wrote 
to Villeroi at Metz, and acquainted him with this reſo- 
lution, and in the poſtſcript of my letter, gave him a 
detail of the ſpeeches and letters of d'Oſſat, in which 
I was concerned, and, in the height of my juſt indig- 
nation, gave this cardinal the epithets of ingrateful and 
imprudent; which, if what I had heard of him was 
true, he deſerved ; if falſe, I gave Villeroi to under- 
ſtand, that I would pay a proper regard to his interpo- 
ien 4 in favour of d'Offat. He was ſtill more affected 
by my threat to acquaint the king with the inſolence 
of his agent, and conjured me to be pacified: I con- 
ſented, and all the revenge I took upon d'Offat, was to 
render his intrigues at Rome ine ffectual: thoſe in favour. 
of the Jeſuits were continued only during this year, for 
the ſociety returned to France in the following year. 

I SHALL reſume this article in a proper place, and. 
ſhall have occaſion once more to introduce d'Oſſat, 
on account of a memorial which was addreſſed to 
me from Rome againſt him. At preſent, what re- 
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194 MEMOIRS Book XIV. 


mains to be faid of him regards the co-adj jutorſhip of 
Bafeux, and the abbey of Coulon, if the fair was worth 
a long detail; bat as it is not, I ſhall content myſelf 
with only informing the reader that d'Oſſat procured 
himfelf to de made co-adjutor of Baieux, and treated 
with the Maintenons for the abbey of Couton, by an 
ment not very advantageous for them. His ma- 
jeſty gave me this abbey, after performing the promiſe 
he made to the Maintenons, that they ſhould loſe nothing 
by it, ſince they obtained an equivalent upon the biſhop- 
ric of Evreux. Villeroi earneſtly ſolicited his majeſty 
for d' Oſfat, and endeavoured to engage my intereſt for 
his friend; Maintenon, on the contrary, was highly 
diffatisfied that this favour was granted him. 4 
Tux pope's nuncio made me another complaint in 
the king's 
undertaken. That his holineſs intereſted himſelf in it, 
was occaſioned by the Spaniards having joined to the 
notion they formed to themſelves of the occaſion of this 


| journey, that which was conceived of his majeſty's ar- 


maments and treaſures, which common fame had greatly 
increaſed, and infected even the holy father with their 
apprehenſions. Henry, whom I informed of the nun- 
cio's fears, ordered me to re-aſſure him, without trou- 
bling thiyfelf to draw either Spain or Savoy out of their 
opinion. 
Hrs majeſty and I treated by letters of many different 
s, and amongſt others that of Flanders. It was 
_ cortiputed that, the laſt of February this year, the Spa- 
niards had loſt eighteen thouſand men, and fired above 
two hundred and fifty thouſand volleys of cannon before 


Oſtend; nevertheleſs the ſiege was but very little advanc- | 


ed, and, in the month of April, the beſiegers attempting 
to make a general aſſault, they were repulſed with 
eat loſs. From this, the archdiike was convinced that, 
Totwithftarding all his efforts, it would be time only, 
and a total want of men and ammunition of every kind, 


that would deliver the place into his power. Naſſau, 7 
is 


abſence, 'upon the journey his majeſty had 
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his fide, after the reduction of Graves laid ſiege to Rhin- 
berg, and from thence went to inveſt Borileduc, not 
conſidering that this enterpriſe exceeded his ſtrength, it 
ſible, as I have already obſerved, to take 
Boifleduc with fo ſmall a number of troops. - Accord- 
ingly he was on the point of loſing both his army and 
his reputation there; but, in revenge, he had the fatiſ- 
faction to drive the bn ans out of the caftle of 
Vactendonck, where they were, in a manner, already 
maſters. The garriſon of this place, too weak to re 
fiſt them, and no longer thinking of any thing but re- 
treating, had abandoned the city and a os to their 
diſcretion, when they were joined by ſome Dutch 
troops, who paſſed by that place in their mareh to the 
prince Maurice, and altogether attacked the 
Spaniards, and di ffodged them from the caſileGQ. 
Tr may be eaſily imagined, that che United Provin- 
ces could not carry on this war without being at a 
expence both of men and money, to which it was abſo- 
lately neceſſary that France ſhould continue to contri- 
bute. The frege of Offend: alone had coſt them one 
hundred thouſand volhes of eannon, and ſeven thouſand 
men. His majeſty, for the intereſt of both powers, kept 
Buzenval in thoſe provinces, who was then upon the 
point of returning to France; and the agent ſent by 
the ſtates to the king was named Aerſens +; this agent 
repreſented to me, that his countrymen would be ſoon 
in no Der 8 to keep the field, -ynleſs his majeſty 
„ Ns would 
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+ Francis Aerfens, reſident, and afterwbtss) ambaſſador From the 
The memoirs. of that time 
repreſent him as a man of a ſubtle, artful, and even dangerous turn of 
mind. Cardinal Richelieu ſpeaks of kim, Oxenſtiern, chancellor of 
Sweden, and Guiſcardi, chancellor of Montferrat, as the three only poli- 
ticians he had ever known in Europe, „ It was the received opinion 
cc of that time, ſays Amelot de la Houſſaye. that Henry IV. had an 
e amour with AZtrſens* wife, and that the huſband: was | content with it, 
y reaſon'of the profit he reaped from it: this amour laid the founda+ 
4 tion of his fortune. He left 100, ooo livres a year to his ſon, who was 
* called Van Sommerdyk,” 
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would permit them to recruit the French companies 
that were in their ſervice with Frenchmen. The king 
ſent me an anſwer from Chalons-ſur-Marne to this re- 
queſt, which I had communicated to him, and told me 
that he conſented to it, but, to avoid an open rupture 
with Spain, upon theſe conditions, that it ſhould be 
Atrſens himſelf that ſhould raiſe the recruits, and, not 
the officers, who would do it too publicly, having al- 
ready acted in ſuch a manner, as to draw upon him ſome 
reproaches from the king of Spain: that the recruits 
ſhould be raiſed with the utmoſt expedition and the ut- 
moſt ſecrecy; and that the ſoldiers who liſted, the num- 
ber of which he deſired to know, ſhould file off, without 
any noiſe, to the place where they were to embark, 


marching fix in a company at moſt, with no other 
arms than their ſwords, and no more money than was 


neceſſary to anſwer their expences till they got there; 
that they ſhould take ſhipping rather at Dieppe than 
Calais, this laſt city being too much crouded with 
foreigners ; and that notite ſhould be ſent to Chaſtes, 
who was governor of it, and vice-admiral de Vic, 


whoſe concurrence was neceſſary to the deſign, and for 


whom he ſent me 'a letter without a ſeal. Some 
alterations, however, were made in theſe orders; 
Aerſens could not levy the men alone; and it being 
my opinion, that I ought not to meddle in it, the 
officers raiſed the recruits, but did it with all poſſible 
ſecrecy. His majeſty thought it would not be amiſs to 
ſend the garriſon he had forced to leave Metz to Flan- 
ders; and, for fear that they ſhould liſt with the arch- 
duke, caſt his eyes upon my couſin Bethune to conduct 
them. As for the penſion for which Aerſens ſtrongly 
importuned me, the king deferred taking a reſolution 
about it till his return. 

DvukiNG the ſtay his majeſty made at Metz, the 
duke of Bouillon brought his affair likewiſe upon the 


carpet: he had retired to Germany to the elector 
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Palatine very unſeaſonably affected to treat with the 
king of France as with an equal, was to repreſent to 
had ſent for Bouillon to come to him and clear up his 


Bouillon had done neither the one nor the other; the 
with regard to the firſt complaint, the quality of his 


abandon himſelf to them; and to the ſecond he ſaid, 


the fincerity of which the elector brought the con- 


lines than he had reafon to expect, and promiſed, as 


1585. f G E S π EE upp 


Palatine, to whom he was allied by the electreſs: he 
prevailed upon this elector to undertake his juſtification 
to Henry, or to deceive him again by a letter, which 
his majeſty ſent me immediately to have my opinion of 
it . The purport of this letter, in which the elector 
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him the great affli tion it gave the duke of Bouillon to 
have his fidelity. ſuſpected by the king; and to aſſure 
him, that he himſelf was convinced of his innocence, 
by proofs which he thought unanſwerable. 'The king 


conduct, and afterward gave him notice by La- 
'Tremouille that he ſhould at leaſt: ſtop at, Sedan, but 


Palatine therefore, to excuſe the duke, alledged, that 
accuſers made it imprudent for the duke to go and 


that the gentleman who brought bis majeſty's letter had 
found Bouillon at Geneva, from whence: he had a ſincere 
intention to go and expect his majeſty at Sedan; but 
that thinking it. neceſſary to take his route through 
Germany, that he might avoid the countries in depen- 
dence upon Spain and Lorrain, and alſo to pay his re- 
ſpects to the elector and electreſs, his kinſwoman, whom 
he had: not yet ſeen, it was owing to this tedious journey 
that he had miſſed the opportunity :objreceiving his ma- 
jeſty at Sedan. The letter concluded with repeated aſ- 
ſurances of the duke's attachment to his majeſty, for 
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nexion there was between them as a proof. 
HEN RT anſwered: the elector's letter with more po- 


he had always done, to reſtore the duke of Bouillon to 
_ ary and rape but; upon Sandi which 
i Bouillon 

5 Hiſtory of Henry duke of Povillen, boats v. 
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Bouillon knew. himſelf to be too guilty to accept. 
In effect, at the very time that he was making 
theſe new proteſtations, his majeſty received, while 
at Metz, advice from Heidelberg, which he com- 
municated to me, that a man, named Du- Pleſſis- 
Bellay, brother vo the governor of the young Cha- 
tillon, had been ſent by the duke of Tremouille to 
the duke of Bouillon with diſpatches, in which his 
majeſty was nearly concerned; that this courier, who 
was to fet out from Longjumean, had orders to paſs 
through Sedan without making himſelf known, not even 
to Du-Mauner; and at his return, he was again to paſs 
through Sedan, and afterwards Paris, with the anſwer 
to 'Tremouille's difpatches, whom he was to meet at 
Comblat. His majeſty would not have entered into ſo 
circumſtantial an account of this affair, but that he wiſh- 
ed (which however was not practicable) that I, in concert 
with Rapin, could arreſt this courier, not before his ar- 
rival at Paris, but in the road from Paris to Fhouars, 
after he ſhould have received letters in that r 
would fully diſcover the nature of his cormmiſſion. 
His majeſty had certainly no ocrafion for farther 
proofs of the Juke of Bouillon's guilt. - may venture 
to affirm, without any danger of judging too raſhly, 
that the ſubmiſſion which appeared in that ſtep he 
bad lately prevailed upon the eleQor to make in his 
favour, was only diſſembled with a view to two 
things; the firſt! is, to inſpire the king with a fecurity | 
in regard to his perſon, and the ſecond, to continue 
to draw from him thoſe ſums which for a long time 
he had regularly received for the ſupport of his ſortreſſes. 
This demand he renewed by Saint-Germain, with 
whom Henry was highly difpleaſed. His majeſty re- 
commended it - earneſtly to me, to have no regard to 
the inſtances that were made me from Bouillon, but 
| at the fame time to give him no reaſon to ſuſpect 
that I had i . o . Be bag 8 1 related 
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the diſcoveries I had lately made of the new 3 
which Bouillon and Tremouille had excited in the 
vinces amongſt the proteſtants, and from the reſult * . 
| the converſation I had with Henry at the arſenal, Nw. 
his departure for Metz, of which I have only menti- 
oned what related to this journey. 
To proceed, after having long conſidered the caſt of 
the cabal, which ſtruck a mortal blow to. the heart of 
Henry, I found means at laſt to ſet him at peace, by 
ſhewing him, that however formidable fy be its 
preſent appearance, it would, after ſome fe ual 
ſtruggles, fall into nothing. Whatever notions may. be 
on of the levity and inconſiderateneſs of thoſe 
whom we are pleaſed to term the vulgar, I have always 
| found, that though they may fix upon ſome particular 
aims, and follow ken not only with raſhneſs but 
rapture, yet theſe aims are ene to a certain degreę 
general, and directed to ſome common intereſt; but 
that any private one's ends, ſuch as proceed from the 
anger or wiſhes of a particular man, or of a ſmall 
number, are never long or much regarded. I will ven- 
ture to ſay farther, that of general intereſts the voice 
of the people will give the moſt certain judgment: al- 
lowing this principle, I confidered the ſeditious party: as 
jak 5 4 only on account of the miſchievous ipfluence 
that it might have in the provinces, by miſre preſentati- 
ons of the king and government; and the ed that 
might be raiſed of oppreſſion and ſlavery. And as thoſe 
influences and thofe terrors would be wu every day lefs 
by effects of a contrary kind, and had never infeQed 
the principal governments, or great cities, the court 
could never ſee itſelf oppoſed but by a paltry rabble, and 
⁊ few petty fortreſſes, unable to ſland a fortnight againſt 
a royal army. 
Tae king was at Metz when he heard the firſt 
news of the fickneſs of queen Elizabeth, which was 
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ſent to him by the count de Beaumont f, our ambaſ- 
fador at London: his majeſty, thereupon, reſolved to 
haſten his departure from that city. At his ſiſter's re- 
queſt, he went from thence to Nancy, where ſhe had 
cauſed a magnificent ballet or interlude to be prepared 
for his entertainment. He remained there for ſome 
days in great anxiety about the next advices which he 
expected to receive concerning the health of Elizabeth. 
The death 4 of this great queen, which he heard of 
ſoon after, was an irreparable loſs to Europe, and to 
Henry in particular, who could not hope, in the ſuc- 
ceſſor of Elizabeth, to find the ſame favourable dif- 
Poſition to all his deſigns as he had in this princeſs, 
t the irreconcileable enemy of his irreconcileable ene- 
6 mies, and a ſecond ſelf :?? ſuch were the terms which 
Henry made uſe of in a letter he wrote to me on this 
event, which was almoſt wholly filled with the praiſes 
of this great queen, and expreſſions of ſorrow for her 
T „ 35 
His majeſty, who was immediately ſenſible how 
greatly this event might influence the political affairs 


i 8 4 


＋ Chriſtopher de Harlay, governor of Orleans, who died in 1615. 
1 Elizabeth died the 4th of April, N. S. in the 7oth year of her 
age, and the 44th of her reign. The public report and the common 
opinion of the hiſtorians at that time, were, that her death was occa- 
_  fHoned by a ſecret grief and melancholy which ſhe could not conquer 
the occafion of which was attributed to her remorſe and ſelf-reproach 
for being the cauſe of the earl of Eſſex's death, for whom, among all 
her favourites, ſhe had ſhewn the greateſt affection. This is the opinion 
of Matthieu, tom. II. liv. iii. p. 550. Thuanus and ſome others ſay 
nothing of this ſuppoſed grief, but, on the contrary, ſay, that like 
Auguſtus, ſhe died without grief or fear, and only through the mere 
failure of nature. Her hatred againſt our religion, and her cruelty in 
putting her firſt couſin, queen Mary, to death, have tarniſhed the luſtre 
of her reign : nevertheleſs, I acquieſce in the elogy beſtowed upon her 
by Thuanus, who concludes his enumeration of her great abilities: by 
ſaying, ſhe had thoſe of a king, not merely as ſuch, but of a very great 
king. She ſpoke Latin, Greek, French, Italian, and Spaniſh : ſhe was 
alſo well verſed in the mathematics, hiſtory, politics, c. Beſides parti- 
cular hiftories of her life, ſee Thuanus, Perefixe, Journal de Hen, IV. La 
Septennaire, an. 1603. Memoires d'Etat de Villeroi, tom. III. p. 209. 
and other French hiſtorians, .» 8 
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of e determined, as I have aud ſaid, to ſend 
me in quality of ambaſſador extraordinary to king 
James. He informed me of this his intention in the 
ſetter above mentioned; and fearing, perhaps, that I 

ſhould oppoſe it, as I had formerly done, endeavoured 
to prevail upon me to accept this commiſſion by the 
ſtrongeſt motives, and ſuch as he knew moſt likely to 
make an impreſſion on me. I was the only perſon Henry 
could think of for this purpoſe; I repeat his words, and 
that becauſe I was the only man in France who had any 
knowledge of the affairs that were to be negotiated in 
this embaſſy. My religion, probably, had already diſ- 
poſed the new king in my favour, and would gain me 
free acceſs to him. I dare not mention what his majeſty 
further ſaid, in regard to that reputation of honour and 
fidelity which he ſaid I had acquired among foreign- 
ers. Henry ſoon followed his letter: from Nancy he 
returned through Toul, Vitry, Rheims, Villers- 
cotterets, and Saint-Germaine-en-laye, to Fontaine- 
bleau, which, within a few days, completed a tour of 
two months. 

I HAD received a 5 letter FOR after: the firſt, in 
which his majeſty ordered me to meet him fifteen or 
twenty leagues from Paris. A report was current, that 
immediately upon the death of Elizabeth the Spaniards 
began to uſe their utmoſt efforts to gain the new king; 
we ſhall afterwards ſee that this report was but too well 

rounded. Henry had a thouſand things to ſay to me 
on this head, which made him extremely defirous of an- 
opportunity to converſe freely with me about it. 
joined him at the houſe of Monglat, where he-had ſcarce 
any attendants with him, at which he expreſſed great 
ſatisfaction. He embraced me cloſely three times, ſaid: 
a few words publicly to me on the ſucceſs of his journey, 
and enquired more parvicularly of me about his build- 


JJV 


_ + Henry IV. built the new caſtle of eo extended the: 
gardens to the banks of the Seine, and formed its. beautiful. terraſſess. 
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ings at Saint-Germain and Paris. Materials were then 
colteCting for building his grand gallery at the Louvre, 
for the arſenal, and for other works; of which I had the 
inſpection and conduct, and which hat been partly the 
fabjeNts of thoſe letters I had received from him; there- 
in he had alfo directed me te proceed in the execution 
of what had been projected in regard to that apartment 
of the Louvre called The Halt of Antiquities. 5 
Arrrx I had, in a coneiſe but ſatisfactory manner, 
replied to all rhefe articles, Henry took me by the hand 
and led me into the garden, at the door of - which he 
ordered ſome of his guards to be placed. The embaſſy 
to England was the” ſole ſubject of our converſation, 
His majeſty had at firſt imparted to his court his reſo- 
lation to fend this embaſſy, but without naming the 
perſon whom he had fixed upon to execute it. The 
knowledge of this alone had excited fome murmurs 
among the partiſans of the pope and Spain, and it was 
faid, that Henry fought allies only among e who 
were of a different religion from his own. But when 
his majeſty, notwithſtanding, declared publicly his in- 
tention to inveſt me with this employment, their diſguſt 
then ſhewed itfelf without reſtraint. This whole 
cabal, which I had good reafon to think was made vp 
of my moſt inveterate enemies, "boldly repreſented to 
his majeſty, that to ſend a huguenot to treat concerning 
the imereſt of the kingdom, with a prince of the ſame 
religion, would be highly dangerous to the flate; and 
more eſpecially ſo, were he intruſted with a full power. 
Finding they cows not prevail upon his majeſty to re- 


yoke my nomination, they contented themſelves with 
getting my commiſſion confined only to condolances 
upon the 5 nts of the late queen, and compliments for 
the new king; or, at moſt, to an inſpection inte the 
rate of affairs in England; but without any power to 
act, or even to confer, on the propel oecaſion of my 


HENRT 
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HENRY, "at the ſame time that he informed me of 
theſe ſecret practices in his court, of which I was till 
then ignorant, repeated to me his aſſurances, that he had 
not been influenced by them to alter his deſigns, either 
with reſpect to the embaſſy, his choice of me, or of 
E point which he had at firſt in view: and 
urther confirmed this his reſolution, by Judicioully 
eee that an embaſſy, whoſe commiſſion ſhould be 

confined merely to ceremony, would be uſeleſs and 17 — 

and that, if there were any hopes of ever ſeein 
new king of England purſue the maxims of Elbe, 
in regard to the political engagements of that princeſs, 
it would doubtleſs depend chiefly on the manner in 
which he fhquld be at firſt prejudiced againſt the houſe 
of Auſtria, and in favour of the alliance with France 
and its aptient partiſans : but he confeſſed to me, that 

this point appeared to him, in all reſpeQs, ſo extremel 

difficult, that, unleſs it was managed with the Wet 
dexterity, both in the council of France, and at the 
Engliſh court, it would, perhaps, be better not to think 
| of it at all. He further ſaid, that it would firſt be ne- 
ceſlary ſo to impoſe on the. enemies which I had in the 

court and council, that they might ſuſpe& nothi 
my commiſſion more than what ſhould be declared 5 
me in their preſence, and even with their conſent. His 
majeſty, on this occaſion, repeated 2 ſimile, of La 
Riviere's, which be often, uſed, that the kingdom of 
France may be compared to an apothecary' ”s 0 6 in 
which are contained not only the moſt ſalutary remedięs, 
but alſo the moſt ſubtile poiſons; and that the king, 
like an able apothecary, ought to make the beſt advan- 
tage of both, by mixing them in the moſt proper 
manner. In regard to the propoſitions which I ſhould 
make to the Engliſh miniſters, be ſaid, I ought to be 
cautious not to expoſe the ſoyereigu of the 4 * 

kingdom in Europe to the ſhame of hying, 
e which thould be negleQed. or deſpiſed, and 
| perh aps 
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; perhaps to a neceſſity of revenging them : a as to the 
more ſecret propoſitions, which, at a proper opportuni- 
ty, I ſhould make'to king James, he ſaid it would require 
great judgment and dexterity, to avoid haſtening, by 
any imprudent ſtep, his engagements with Spain, which 
as yet were, perhaps, uncertain, or at leaſt far from 
being concluded. His majeſty ſuppoſed, that all cauſes 
of diſſatisfaction might, as much as it was poſſible, be 
obviated, by giving me, in writing, and in open council, 
ſuch inſtructions, i in regard to my embaſſy, as ſhould ap- 
ar to be only general, and merely complimentary, 
which J might publicly produce in England as well as in 
France, but which, however, ſhould not prevent my 
ſeconding his majeſty? s more particular intentions, 
whenever a favourable opportunity might preſent ; pro- 
vided, nevertheleſs, that I did it as of myſelf, and with- 
out giving this prince to underſtand, that I was s authoriſed 
herein by the king my maſter. 
Wu Ar his majeſty thus acquainted me with, appear- 
'ed to me of ſuch great conſequence, that] defi red bim to 
grant me four days to conſider of it, before I gave him 
my anſwer. I immediately ſet out poſt for Paris, to be 
at liberty to make my reflexions, and Henry departed 
from thence for Jully. I eaſily perſuaded myſelf to 
comply with the king's defires, but I thought it a ne- 
ceſſary precaution to have his majeſty's more immedi- 
ate avowal and authority for all theſe propoſitions which 
he had enjoined me to make to the king of England, as 
of myſelf, without which I thought it would be riſquing 
too much. To be favourably received and heard by 
king James, it would be proper to begin by gaining his 
confidence, to which' my religion gave me the beſt 
claim; but I was ſenſible, that, by this, I ſhoukd be ob- 
1 liged to break through thoſe bounds of cireumſpection, 
1 e in France, I had preſcribed to myſelf, out of a 
1 "deference to the religion of the prince, I had no reaſon. 


7 to doubt but that, whatever words misht _— me, 
1 7 | 992 which, | 
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which, in this reſpe&, ſhould appear ſomewhat free, 
would be as induſtriouſly reported by the enemies I 
ſhould have in that court, as they could have been in 
France; and I had equal cauſe for being apprehenſive, 
that ſomething of this kind ſhould be afterwards re- | 
| preſented in ſuch a manner, as to appear criminal in 1 

the eyes of his majeſty, who, as well as other good | 
' Princes, had his moments of miſtruſt and ill humour; W 
and ſometimes one of theſe moments is ſufficient to i [1 
ruin a miniſter, however firmly ſupported; a reverſe of Wh 
fortune which it was not menen but I myſelf might | | 
. experience. 5 1 


ALL theſe W ee confireaed me in a reſoluti- Jl. 
on, not to depart without a writing ſigned by his ma- 1 
jeſty, and known only to us two, whereby, whatever WM 
my conduct might be at the court of London, and what- bi 
ever expreſſions I might uſe to the king of England, I v1 
might be able, if neceſſary, to juſtify myſelf, and ſhew 111 

that J had done nothing but to promote the ſucceſs of 5 f 
our affairs, and that by his majeſty's expreſs orders. Ll 
Thus I declared myſelf to Henry, when, at the end of 
four days, he came to the arſenal to receive my anſwer; 
though indeed I made this declaration no otherwiſe 
than by ſaying, that I was full of fears leſt any part of 
my conquQ, on this occaſion, ſhould draw ne me the 
misfortune of his diſpleaſure. | 

WE were at that inſtant alone. Henry, after having 
taken a ſhort turn among the workmen in the grand 
walk, and commended what they were doing, called me 
to hin; and we went, as was his cuſtom, to the end of 
this walk, which terminates in a kind of balcony, from 
| whence there is a view of Paris. My propoſal gave 

him a moment's thought, after which he confeſſed I 
was in the right, and in a few days he brought me him- 
ſelf the writing I required, and, having read it to me, 
gave it into my hands. It was expreſſed in ſuch terms, 


as Ca it ST probable that Henry would never 
| * 
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: oblige me to make it public, I was permitted to. ap- 


r, to the king of England and his miniſters, ſo zea- 
us for the reformed religion, as to give them aſſuran- 


ces — I preferred it both to my country and king, to 
whom, on this account, I was nat more attached than 
to the king of England. The propoſitions which I was 


to make this prince were alſo enumerated, but I ſhall 
omit them here, as being already related in the account 


of my conference with queen Elizabeth, aud of Henry's 


grand deſign : I was alſo directed to deſire the king of 
England, in caſe he ſhould not approve of what I had to 
propoſe to him, not to let it be known in France, be- 
cauſe I was not autheriſed to make any ſuch propoſiti- 
ons; and further (ſuppoſing king James approved them) 


I hould feign to defer communicating to the king my 


maſter hang might be agreed between us, till I ſhould 
ſee whether jt would be as favourably received by the 


northern crowns, and the ſtates- general of the United- 


ane as by his Britannie majeſty. 

So cn was my ſecret credential letter, which I then 
er as a great acquiſition, and no doubt the king, 
on his fide, thought it as great a compliance; yet it is 


certain, that by this we had neither of us done what 


Was ſufficient. It was neceſſary to be prepared for the 
king of England's abſolute and entire compliance with 


all his majeſty's intentions, and to be able to make the 


beſt of an opportunity, which perhaps might never offer 


again. In a word, to conclude a treaty, I ought to 


have carried with me a blank ſigned by the king; but 
our fear of the faction we had to combat in council did 
ſcarce permit us even to think of this. 


N negard to the general inſtructions which I 5 
mentioned, the king deſerred having them drawn up 
till he came to Fontainebleau, for which place he 
ſet out, attended by his whale court; and in three 


days his council — to follow: but they were 


 countermanded on account of 2 violent diſorder, 


We 


Sada Sram co 
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which feized Henry immediately after his arrival at 
Fontainebleau, which was about the twentieth of 
May: this was ſo ſtrong a retention of urine, that his 
phyſicians at fic deſpaired of his life. The king him- 
ſell was ſtrongly perſuaded that bis laſt hour approach» 
ed, and being deſirous to divide the few moments which 
he had yet to live, between the care of his ſoul, and 
that of his kingdom, he addreſſed himſelf with great 
fervour to God, and then dictated the following 4 — 
which was immediately diſpatehed to me at Paris, 
where I was making the neceſſary preparations for my 
„ and little expected fo melancholy a meſſage. 
. My friend, I nd myſelf ſo ill, that it feems 

6s probable God will ſoon diſpoſe of me; 
being my duty, next to the care of my foul, to 


© make the neceflary diſpaſitions to ſecyre the ſue- 
6 ceſſion to my children, that their reign may be 


4. 2 and may promote the happineſs of my 
* wife, my kingdom, my good and faithful ſervants, 
* and my dear people, whom I love equally with 
“ my own children, I defire to confer with you on 
« all theſe matters: come to me therefore with all 
*“ diligence, and ſay nothing of it to any one; make 
« an 8 only of going to the. conventicle 
« at Ablon; and having privately ordered poſt-horſes 
cc to be there in readineſs, proceed immediately nn 
8 56: Maca? 

TAB bed of this moſt ſeovbly affected me. F 
ſet out with the greateſt precipitation. When I en- 
tered the king's ry en 1 nd r his bed; 

| the 


4 The kin fays the marechal de Bafompierre, Was ey with 
a retention of -urine on the eve of Pentecoſt, which — him great 
E 


pain, but he was ſoon freed from it. The phyſicians aſſem bias, 
(theſe. are the words which we find in the Journal de L'Etoile) the 
reſolt of their conſultations were in theſe terms: Abſtineat à 9 
muliere, etiam negina; fin minus, perieulum off ne ante tres wen ſes ola; 5 
Sitam cum mort commutet. Henry the IVth did not ſtriſtiy obſcave 


= was here — him, nor did any bad conſequence ariſe there- 


Pa 


highly 1 
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the queen was ſeated by him, and held one of his 
hands between hers; he held out the other to me, 
and ſaid, My good friend, draw near and embrace 
„ me, Lam extremely glad you are come; is it not 
& ſtrange that, two hours after I wrote to you, my 
d exceſſive pains ſhould begin to abate? I hope, by 
“degrees, they will entirely leave me, for I have 
c made water three times, the laſt moſt profuſely, 
* and with but little pain.“ Then turning to the 
queen, This, ſaid he, of all my ſervants, is he who 
e beſt underſtands, and is moſt careful of, the interior 


% you, would have been beſt able to ſerve both you 
c and my children: I know, indeed, that his temper is 
« ſomewhat auſtere, that he is often rather too plain 


© many have endeavoured to prejudice you and my 
«© children againſt him, that he might be removed 


c and you ſhould employ ſuch and ſuch perſons (naming 
'« them ſoftly in her ear) and, inſtead of following the 
“good counſels of this man, ſhould be wholly guided 
*“ by their opinions, depend upon it, it will prove 
5 deftruQive to the ſtate, and may, perhaps, ruin my 
«children and yourſelf. I have ſent thus ſuddenly 
« for him, that, with him and you, I might con- 
& ſult upon the means to prevent theſe evils; but I 


* 


c neceſſary.“ 

CouRlERS upon couriers were the next day dic. 
patched, to diſſipate the diſagreeable rumours which 
were already ſpread in all places. I did not myſelf 
return to Paris, till I had ſeen the king make water: 
he would have it ſo, and he did it twice with ſuch 


Three days after, I received a letter from him, where- 
in he ipformed me, that, having been. bled.1 in the left 
arm 


&« affairs of my kingdom, and, had I been taken from 


« for ſuch a ſpirit as yours, and that, on this account, 


«© from you; but if ever this event ſhould happen, 


% thank God my precautions will emma not yet be 


facility, that I was perfectly ſatisfied all danger was over. 


Whip SOL 


arm by La Riviere the evening I left him, he had been 
greatly relieved, and, having reſted well the whole 
night, found bel grow better and better every 
hour. He thanked me for the intereſt I ſeemed to 
take in his health, and for the advice which, on this 
occaſion, I had been free enough to give him, to be 
more moderate in hunting; and he promiſed to obſerve 
what I had ſaid. He was already able to be as circum- 
ſtantial as uſual in thoſe details with which his letters 
were commonly filled: he directed me in this, to ſend 
two hundred crowns to each of the perſons afflicted 
with the evil, whom his own diſorder had prevented 


him from touching, and whom nevertheleſs he would 


not ſend back. Herein alſo, he thanked me for the 
portraits of the new king and queen of England, which 
I had ſent him. His majeſty's phyſicians were unani- 
mous, on this occaſion, in making him the ſame re- 
Preſentations which I had done, in regard to the in- 
jury his health received from the violence of his exer- 
ciſe in hunting. He followed their advice, and found 
| himſelf conſiderably better for it: he alſo received 
great benefit from the waters of Pha which he 
drank this year for ſome time, during which the yo! 


princeſs his daughter was taken ſo ill, that her life was 


deſpaired of; both the king and the dauphin his ſon 


went frequently to ſee her. 
 ToGETHER with this letter from his majeſty, the 


contents of which J have here related, I received another 


much longer, which Villeroi wrote to me by his order, 
upon the affairs of England. Herein he informed me, 
that his majeſty had ſent to acquaint the count of 
Beaumont with his recovery, that he might notify it to 


the king of England; alſo that I was expected by his 


Britannic majeſty, who attributed my. delay to the 
king's indiſpoſition, and to the baron Du-Tour's 
not having notified to the king in form, the 


death of Elizabeth, and the acceſſion of James 
e the 
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the VIch * to the crown of England. The. baron 
Du Tour was, for this purpoſe, ſent by James to 
bis moſt Chriſtian majeſty : he left London on the day 
after this prince's entry there, and arrived a few days 
after at Fontainebleau, where he acquitted himſelf 
of his commiſſion. Villeroi further informed me, 
that my departure for England, for theſe reaſons, 
being no. longer to. be deferred, the king would ſoon 
| Tead for me, and inform me of the day: but his 
majelty changed his intention in this reſpect, and came 
himſelf to Paris. The heat, which had begun early in 
this year, was, exceſſi ve, and rendered the ſands of 
Fontainebleau infupportable to one bat juſt dee 
from ſickneſs. 

Two days after his majeſty's arrival at Paris, 
he aſſembled the chancellor Bellievre, Villeroi, Maiſſe, 
and Sillery, on the ſubject of my departure, and that 
& e receive * public intruſions in any” pre- 

Sen. 


| * By Stuart, K of 1 duke of Rotheſay, c. eſꝑouſ- 
ed Mary Stuart, widow of Francis II. of France; ſhe having after his 
death retired into Scotland. He was ſtrangled in his bed in 1567. James 
Stuart, at finſt k ing of Scotland, and aſterwards of En Fan was bis ſon, 
and died in 162 5. On his acceſſion to the crown of England, the mar- 
uis of Roſny . the following complimentary letter to the archbi 
p of Glaſgow, at that time his ambaſſador in France ; the original * 
which i is in the cabinet of the preſent duke of Sully. | 


| To the Scots ambaſſador, 
81 Ry 4 | 
. The intereſt you have in the proſperity of the affairs of the 
0 King of Scotland, joined: to the deſire I have to do you ſervice, 
« have induced me to write to you, that, by the letter which I have 
« juſt received from the governor of Dieppe, you might be informed 
« of the deceaſe of the queen of England, of the acceſſion, reception 
« and. acknowledgment of the king of Scotland to that crown, and that 
« all things there are in a fate of oe and tranquillity ; for which I re- 
«' zoice with you, it being highly beneficial to all, and _ defire of every 


4 
6 3 


„ Your moft humble couſin 
„ and fervant,” | 
Signed Ros . 
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ſence. When I entered the king's cloſet, where 
this council was. held, I told his majeſty that the count 
of Soiſſons was in the chamber without; gad that it 
appeared to me neceſſary that he likewiſe ſhould be 
introduced, to be a witneſs of my deputation. Henry 
replied, that he did not know the count was there 3 

that, from what I had juſt ſaid, he would, take cation 
to reconcile us to each other; for the count of Soiſſons 
reſentment {till ſubſiſted. Accordingly, the count meet- 
ing me two days after, as I entered the palace, told 
me, that he had learned from a good hand that I 
had rendered him an office which he bad no reaſon 
to expec from me; he thanked me for it, aſſured me 
that he would fonget the paſt, and for the future would 
be my friend: but he a nat long cantisu in thels 
ſentiments. 

Tu principal object of theſe. infruRions. had. al- 
ways been a cloſe alliance between France and Eng» 
land again Spain, notwithſtanding all tbat had been 
done to prevent it by the partiſans of that crown in 
France. The principal difference between theſe, and 
the ſecret inſtru ions which I had received from his 
majeſty, was, that in the former he had. concealed the 
true motives to this alliance: I will net tranſeribe 
them here, as the particulars would be too lang and 
9 The ſubſtance of them was briefly 
as follows: To take every opportunity of diſcourſing 
upon, and informing the king of England, of all the 
unjuſt and violent proceedings of Spain, thereby to 
inſpire him with an averſion to that crown : to repre» 
ſent the various arts employed by her to embroil 
Europe; her new uſucpations in Italy; her ſecret 
practices in England, by means 4 the Jeſuits; her in- 
trigues in Ireland and Scotland, under the ſahction of 


the authority which the Pope pretends to have over - | 


thoſe kingdoms ;, her deſigns upon Straſbourg, by fare» 
ng hs: cardinal of Lortrain to conſept to the paps's 
giving 
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giving the coadjutorſhip of it to the brother-in-law 
of the catholic king ; finally, her proceedings to obtain 


„ neee mall which did but too ee 


—_ e s 
In conſequence of theſe repreſentations; the king of 


England muſt either have concluded a peace with Spain, 


or have entered into an open or ſecret war againſt that 
crown: in the firſt caſe, I was to convince this prince, 
that a peace would enable Spain to get poſſeſſion of 
the Low Countries: after which ſhe would not fail to 
turn her arms either againſt France or England ; and 
moſt ' 9 towards the latter, on account of the 

's long inveteraey to it. I was alſo to undeceive 


the king of England, in regard to the report induſtri- 


ouſly ſpread by Spain, that ſhe had no intention to get 
poſſeſſion of the Low Countries, but only to form 
them into a diſtin& kingdom, ſuch as that of Burgundy 
had been, to be given to the archduke. As a laſt 


reſource, I was to inſiſt, that Spain ſhould at leaſt be 


made to purchaſe this peace at a high price, or ſhould 


be obliged to the king of France or England for it; 


and (eſpecially that ſhe ſhould give up Oſtend. In gaſe 
an open war "ſhould be reſolved upon, I was te endea- 


vour to diſcover the intention of the king of England on 


that head, and if poſſible prevent it, and repreſent to 
him the neceſſity of „ oy ring a e 79s aſ- 
ſiſtance to the States. 

Fix ALL, if a ſecret war was bleed upon, in 
which I was to uſe my endeavours to confirm or engage 
the king of England, in this caſe I was to repreſent to 
him, that prudence required he ſhould begin by ſtrength- 
ening himſelf upon the throne, ſecuring it to his de- 
ſcendants, and by gaining Europe in his intereſts; ſo 


that Spain might be one day irreſiſtibly attacked: that 


till this was effected it would be proper only to keep 
this power in awe, or engage her in a fruitleſs employ - 


ment of her forces againſt F * that in the mean 
time 
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time the conditions of the union might FR agreed on, 


and cemented by a double marriage between the children 
of the two kings ; which, however, ſhould not be de- 
clared till they had begun the execution of their deſigns. 


I was moreover to be particularly careful to regulate 
and determine the nature of the ſuccours which were 


proviſionally to be given the States; and prevent the 
Engliſh council from demanding the three hundred 


thouſand livres which that crown had lent the United 
Provinces, left they might thereby be induced to throw . 
themſelves into the arms of Spain : on the contrary, I 


was to perſuade his Britannic majeſty to be at new ex- 


pences, equally with his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, in fa- 


your of theſe people, and to aſſiſt them with the ſame 
number of ſhips as queen Elizabeth had done; alſo to 


obtain permiſſion, that the · four hundred and fifty 


thouſand livres, which this queen had lent France, 
might be applied as exigencies ſhould require in Flan- 
ders; and that three hundred thouſand livres more 


might be added to them by England, that, with the 


ſeven hundred and fifty thouſand livres which Henry 
obliged himſelf to join to them, a fund might be formed 
of fifteen hundred thouſand livres for the preſent neceſ- 


| ſities of the States-General. In caſe I could not gain a 
compliance with theſe articles, I was to endeavour to 


get the States debt to England of three hundred thouſand 
livres diſcharged, France obliging herſelf to pay it; alſo, 
to manage this affair in ſuch a manner, that the king of 
England might not have the maritime towns of Holland 
delivered to him as ſecurities for theſe ſuccours; and to 
ſound his intentions in regard to thoſe of which he was 


already poſſeſſed in Zealand. In purſuance of this 


plan, I was to conſult with Barnevelt, act in con- 
cert with him and the ſtates deputies at London, 


ſeem attached to their intereſts, entertain them with 


agteeable hopes, perſuade them that their intereſts were 


the care of the Britiſh council, without giving umbrage 
| to 
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t0 this eduncñ, and make the beſt advantage I could of 
the knowledge they age have acquired of the new 
and the king. 
IIS were the principal points of my inſtructions: 
there were ſorne others which did not relate to the ſame 
fubject, or at feaſt not immediately; ; ſuch was that in 
regard to the ptraces of the Englifh. I was charged to 
complain, that ſmce the treaty of Vervins they had 
taken from France to the' amount of a million; and I 
was to endeavour to get a diſſolution of the treaty of 
commerce concluded between England and France 
in 1572, as being diſadvantageous to France, which by 
that treaty had not the ſame Privileg es and immunities 
in England that the Engliſh had in France. The cloſe 
union between Flizabeth and Henry had cauſed all 
things to be equal on both ſides during the reign of 
that queen, and this treaty was then conſidered as void, 
though it had never been formally annulled. My 
orders were, however, to be extremely circumſpe& on 
this head, and even entirely to ſuppreſs it, if I found 
that by bringing it upon the carpet I might run any 
riſque of ratfng a ſufpicion in the new king, from which 
Flizabeth herſelf had not been exempt, that Frante only 
fought to embark England in a war with Spaih, out of 
which ſhe wotfld then eaſily extricate herſelf. If what 
the baron Du- Tour had faid in France, of his Britannic 
mafeſty's reſolution to fuccour Oftend, ſhould appear to 
be well grounded, T might then ſpare myſelf part of 
tht precautions. 


Tur manner in which I was to treat with the am- 


baffadors of the king of Spain and the archdukes; the 
attention which I m7 to beſtow on the affairs of Tre- 


kind and Scotland; and the juſtification of Beaumont, 
againſt whom king James had been prejudiced, and for 


whom T was charged to procure the ſame privileges of 
this prince which were enjoyed by his agent in France : 
N were other articles of my inſtructions. There 


Was 


— 7 15 2 OK 


| OF SUL LW | 215 


was one article concerning the duke of Bouillon, in re- 
ſpect to hom I Was to be ſilent, unlefs the king of 
Fngland fhouſd ſpeak to me #bout him, to which he 
would probably be induced by the elector Palatine ; 
and in this caſe I was to part the duke of Bouillon 
in his real character, and not to engage the king of 
France in any thing on his account. We may ob- 
ſerve, that the fubjects of my negociations were ſuffi- 
ciently extenſive; for I was to gam a knowledge of 
the diſpoſitions of the king and people of England, not 
only with reſpe& to Spain and Flanders, but alſo tothe 
northern crowns: to fay the truth, the political ſtate of 
all Europe was concerned in my enfuing conduct and its 
conſequences. . 
Tusk inſtructions“, in which, to my other titles, 
his majeſty had added that of marquis, having been read 
to me aloud, were then delivered to me in preſence of 
the count of Soiſſons, Sillery, and Feannin, ſigned by his 
majeſty and Villeroi. Henry alſo gave me fix letters, 
one from his majeſty to the king of England, befides 
another for the ſame prince for form-fake'connter-ſigned; 
two others, in the fame maimner, from the king to the 
queen of England, and two others from the queen of 
France to the king and queen of England: his majeſty 
alſo gave me a cypher, with which the council was 
acquainted; but he like wiſe ſecretly gave me another, 
of which none but we two had the key. When T went 
to take my leave of this prince, he preſented me his 
hand to kiſs, then embraced me, wiſhed me a good 
voyage, repeated his reliance upon me, and his hopes of 
JJ . 
Tx beginning of June I ſet out for Calais, where T 
e e 1 e 
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*The original of theſe inſtructions, ſigned with-Henry IV's own hand, 


is ſtill in being; as alſo another piece, written by M. de Roſny, bearing 
this title, A memorundum made by ve, and delivered to M. de Villeroi, accbrd- 
ing to his defire, to Miſt bim in preparing my inftru&ions. This piece is any 
a recapitulation of all the points which were the objects of his embaſſy 
to London... Cabinet of the duke of Sully. 
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was to embark, having with me a retinue of upwards of 


two hundred gentlemen, or who called themſelves ſuch, 


of whom a conſiderable number were really of the firſt . 


diſtinQtion. Juſt before my departure old Servin came 


and preſented his ſon to me, and begged I would uſe my 


endeavours to make him a man of ſome worth and 


honeſty ; but he confeſſed it was what he dared not 
hope, not through any want of underſtanding or capa- 
city in the young man, but from his natural inclination 
to all kinds of vice. The old man was in the right: 


what he told me having excited my curioſity to gain a 
thorough knowledge of young Servin, I found him to 
be at once both a wonder and a monſter; for I can give 
no other idea of that aſſemblage of the moſt excellent 
and moſt pernicious qualities. Let the reader repfeſent 


to himſelf. a man of a genius ſo lively, and an under- 


ſtanding ſo extenſive, as rendered him ſcarce ignorant 
of any thing that could be known ; of ſo vaſt and ready 


- a comprehenſion, that he immediately made himſelf 


maſter of what he attempted; and of ſo prodigious a 
memory, that he never forgot what he had once learn- 
ed; he poſſeſſed all parts of philoſophy and the mathe- 
matics, particularly fortification and drawing; even in 
theology he was ſo well ſkilled, that he was an excellent 
preacher whenever he had a mind to exert that talent, 
and an able diſputant for and againſt the reformed religion 
indifferently ; he not only underſtood Greek, Hebrew, 
and all the languages which we call learned, but alſo all 


the different jargons, or modern dialects; he accent- 


ed and pronounced them ſo naturally, and ſo perfectly 


imitated the geſtures and manners both of the ſe- 
veral nations of Europe, and the particular provinces 
of France, that he might have been taken for a native 


of all or any of theſe countries; and this quality he 


applied to counterfeit all ſorts of perſons, wherein he 
ere wonderfully; he was, moreover, the beſt 


comedian and ren droll chat perhaps ever ap- 
ä peared; 
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peared; he had a genius for poetry, and had wrote many 
verſes; he played upon almoſt all inſtruments, was a 
perfect maſter of muſic, and ſung moſt agreeably and 
juſtly ; he likewiſe could ſay maſs; or he Was of a diſ- 
poſition to do, as well as to know, al things : his body 
was perfectly well ſuited to his mind, he was light, nim 
ble, dexterous, and fit for all exerciſes ;. he could ride 
well, and in dancing, wreſtling, and leaping,” he was 
admired: there are not any recreative games that he did 1 
not know); and he was: ſkilled in almoſt all mechanic 
arts. But now for the reverſe of the medal: here it | 
appeared that he was treacherous, cruel, cowardly, de- A 
ceitful; a liar, a cheat, a drunkard and glutton; 3 4 | 
ſharper in play, immerſed in every ſpecies: of vice, a 
blaſphemer, an atheiſt: in a word, in him might be 
found all the vices contrary to nature, honour, religion, 
and ſociety; the truth of which he himſelf evinced with 
his lateſt breath, for he died in the flower of his age, in 
2 common brothel, perfe &ly corrupted by his debauche> 
ries, and expired with the glaly | in his Gadd, e _ | 
denying God. a 
From the moment of my departure to 15 of my n res mn 
turn, I wrote regularly to his majeſty, and: gave him an 11 
exact account of whatever happened to me. My lets 1 
ters were of three kinds: for indifferent things I uſed 
only the common character; my general cypher I uſed 19 
far ſuch matters as were to be known only to the c“ 1 
cil; and my ſecret cypher I employed in what I ad- 
_ drefled to the king hiraſelf, which was to be ſeen only 1 
by him: his majeſty. choſe to have the greateſt part ß 
my letters in this cypher, though he found the difficulty | 
, decyphering ſo 3 that he at laſt entruſted the 
key to Lomenie, whom he encouraged from time to 
time to render himſelf well ſkilled in it; but the dif- 
fieulty which 1 experienced myſelf in the uſe of this 
cypher, whenever I wanted to deſcend to particulars, 
compelled me to abridge the ordinary length of my 
Vor. th... | E W letters | 
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letters; however, I complied with his majeſtyꝰ's deſires 
in this reſpeQ as well as I could, more eſpecially after the 
affair of the loſt diſpatch. All theſe letters, which 1 
have preſerved, I ſhall here reduce to the form of a nar- 
rative, wherein the public may be exactly informed of 
every material circumſtance relative to my embaſſy at 
London, and my negociations with king James. 

_ -I'$TAYED a day at Calais, waiting for Saint-Luc and 
ſome others, who had honoured me with their company. 
I-found- the vice-admiral * of France ready to receive 
me: and the vice-admirals of England and Holland alſo 
came .and defired I would embark in their ſhips. The 
report current at Calais, of the good underſtanding be- 
tween the Engliſh and Spaniards, occaſioned by what 
had paſſed at the embarkation of count d' Aremberg, am- 
baſſador from the archdukes, and the complaints which 
I ſaw made to De-Vic, of the enterpriſes of the Eng- 
liſh cruizers upon the coaſts of France, inclined me at 
firſt to refuſe their offers; but finding nothing in the 
letters which I received at Calais from Beaumont, con- 
cerning what I was told, to prejudice me againſt the 
new court of London, I changed my deſign in this re- 
ſpect; and that I might not begin by giving them any 
cauſe of complaint, I accepted the two veſlels offered me 

by the Engliſh vice-admiral. 

'I 'EMBARKED the 15th of June at fix o'clock in 
the morning. The Engliſh, by whom I was ſerved, 
paid me a reſpe& which appeared to me to degene- 
rate into fervility : but I had very ſoon reaſon to al- 
ter this opinion of them. Even at the very moment 
when they deſired I would command them in every 
reſpe& as if they were of my own nation, De-Vic, 
who only ſought an opportunity of ſhewing the Eng- 
liſn his reſentment of the violences committed by their 
a —_— ng" the French flag on his 
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main-top-gallant-maſt, I found theſe complaiſant Eng- 
liſh were enraged at an offence, which, according to 
them, was equally injurious to the king of England, 
and the king of France, whom | -repreſented: and L 
had reaſon to think them ſtill more rude and unpolite, 
when, without deigning to conſult me, fifty ſhot 
were immediately fired againſt De-Vic's + ſhip. It 


Z 


'+ Thaanus and the Septenary Chronology, -whoſe teſtimony bere- 
upon is of great weight, more eſpecially as they agree in it, both ſay, 
that the captain of the Engliſh ſhip in which M. de Roſny was, did ac- 
tually fire upon the French vice-admiral. But as I ſyſpe& our Memoirs 
either for the honour of our nation, or perhaps from vanity, have ſome- 
what qualified this matter, I will here lay it before the reader as it is re- 
lated in the Chronology above-mentioned : 4 De-Vic, vice-admiral of 
'« France, ſoon after he had caft anchor in Dover- road (at which place he 
c had landed part of the retinue of M. de Roſny) failed from thence on 
ce his return to Calais, and paſſing by the ſhip on board of which M. de 
«© Roſny then was, he ordered his flag to be hoifted, and gave him a ſa- 
cc jute; ſoon after which, the flag was again taken in. The Engliſh 
« Captain of the ſhip wherein M. de Roſny was, ſeeing the French flag 
c hoiſted, commanded his men to fire upon the vice-admiral of France, 
« ſwearing he would ſuffer no flag to be ſeen in theſe ſeas but that of 
« England. A gun was immediately fired upon _De-Vic's ſhip, who, | 
cc having demanded the reaſon of it, prepared to defend hinfſelf,' M. ge 4 
« Roſny complained of it to the Engliſh captain, and repreſented the | 
< firing this ſhot as an offence done to himſelf ; but he talked to a man | 
cc Who refuſed to hear reaſon, and who anſwered him only with rage and | 
« fury; he was therefore forced to ſubmit, and made a fign to the vice- | 
& admiral of France to take in his flag, which he did. De. Vic think- 1 
« ing himſelf injured, demanded ſatisfaction of the Engliſh admiral ; who 
« anſwered him, that the king of England, his maſter, did not permit 
% what the captain had preſumed to do, defired that he would excuſe his 
« indiſcretion, &c. and promiſed that nothing like it ſhould ever happen | 
% again. This reply appeaſed and quieted all parties.” - Chron, Septen. 
and Thuanus, an. 1603. Cardinal Richlieu, in his Teftament Poli- 
tique, makes uſe of this as an argument, to demonſtrate to Lewis XIII. 
the abſolute neceſſity there was for = naval” power: * The cannon-ſhot, | 
cc ſays he, by piercing the veſſel, pierced the hearts of all true French- | 
dé men; and if the words of king James were civil, yet were they of no | 
« other effect, than to oblige the duke of Sully to obtain his ſatisfaction 3 
6 from his own prudence, by feigning to be contented, tho? his diſcon- | 
« tent, and his reaſon for it, was really greater, and farther from being | 
© removed than ever. The king, your father, was under a neceſſity to 
« uſe diflimulation on this occaſion, but he did it with the reſolution, 
* henever it might again be E to maintain the juſt rights of 
Low nl af ee ee rr bihns * 1 
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was with geber difficulty chat I made myſelf wht: 


which, however, [ at laſt effected, by repreſenting to 
them, that De-Vic acted thes only to do me the great- 
er honour ; and alfo to give me a more diſtinguiſhed 


| mark of his reſpeQ, by dropping his · flag upon my firſt 
command ſo to do. I thought it would be moſt pru- 


dent to do this; and my Engliſh hearing what T faid, 


were ſo far prevailed upon by it, as to make their next 


diſcharge at random. I made a ſignal to De-Vic, which 
he per ealy underſtood, and took in his flag; but, as I 
was afterwards told, he ſwore at the ſame time to be 
revenged on the Engliſh whenever he ſhould again meet 
with them. Though I much queſtion, had the oppor- 
tunity-now been given him, whether he could have ob- 
tained the revenge he threatened : be that howeyer as it 
will, the diſpute was ended by this means, and dur paſ- 
1 met with no further interruption. ==» 

ARRIVED at Dover about three o IE in the af- 
ternoon. Beaumont, together with Sir Lewis Lewk- 
enor, were there waiting for me. Sir Lewis had the 
ſame office in England, which Gondy had in France, 


being that part of the reception of ambaſſadors which con- 


ſiſts in providing them with lodging, proviſions, horſes, 
or chariots, and other things of this nature. The may: 
or of Dover alſo came and complimented me; and' the 
acclamations of the people were ſo great, that it was 


faid, that nothing like it had ever before been ſeen for 


any ambaſſador. But I was not now. to be impoſed. 
upon by theſe appearances, having ſa lately received a 


different ſpecimen. of the Feu Podhenelt, of which a 
bad 


— 


« his crown by ſuch, a ty force as time cata kan iow ahh ihe 4 
« means. to acquire,” Part II. chap, ix. In regard to the fa cc. 
i alſo related in the Teliameny, the, circumſlances are told in a manner . 
bo n cl; an different. We may further obſerve, that M. de Sully, in 
— part of his Memoirs where be ſpeaks of the ſatjsfaQtion which he 
defred. king James to grant bim, paſſes 1 it over very ſlightly ; doubtleſs, 
becauſe he would not appear to have been ſo very grievoully offended as 
perhaps he "= was. 
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had another example, even before my departure from 


Dover. 8 28 

ITE governor. of this lace ſent bis nephew to me, 
1 deſire I would come with him and. fee the caſtle, he - 
not being able to wait on me himſelf, being,confined to 
his bed by the gout. This invitation was followed by a 
\ ſecond, from - which:I;conceived a. good opinion of: the 
perſon by whom they were ſent; and I thought the im- 
putation of want of civility might juſtly have fallen 
upon myſelt, had I after this quitted Dover, without 
waiting on the governor. I therefore went to the caſtle 


| the next day, with all my retinue;z but I. ſoon diſce- 


vered,- that the chief motive io this civil invitation. was- 
the pecuniary reward exacted of. thoſe ho haye the 
:euriofity to ſee the caifſe of Dover. Tins. was de- 
manded of every one of my vetinue, and that too 
rudely enough, which was followed by the ceremony g 
making all, except myfelf, quit their fwords. Being 
introduced to the governor, , whoſe name was Thomas | 
Wymes, he received us ſeated in his chair, but, Per⸗ 
ceiving that ſome of us were looking at the towers 
walls of the caſtle, he put. on ſo ſour a countenance, 
that, pretending to be afraid leſt our preſence might 
incommode him, I immediately withdrew, without 
looking at any thing further. I had. exhorted my reti- 
nue, whatever might be ſaid or done to them, not to 
Forget the rules. of French politeneſs ; 3 and this proved 
to de no unneceſſary caution. 

Wx we were upon our e A | 9 
Lewkenen no longer thewed. himſelf that polite and ob- 
liging perſon, who but juſt before had demanded a lift of 
thoſe who accompanied me, that, as he ſaid, they might 
all be furniſhed with the neceſſary horſes. and chariots: 
and] could not but ſuppoſe his ſole deſign, in getting 
this liſt, was that he might fend it to London; for he 
ſuffered. all my retinue to provide themſelves horſes 
well as they could, and at their own coſts; and theſe 

mild. 
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mild people” lent'them at ſo high a price, and the ſarne 


time with ſo much arrogance, that they ſeemed to think 
they did us à favour. However, we all carefully con- 
cealed our ſentiments of ſo rude à treatment. My own 
conveyance 1 procured i in the coach of the count of 
e 240; #2 2, 0008629 10, 350 62 
IA more reaſon to deplenfed bit the bihabiourdt | 
the gentry in and about Canterbury: they came to meet 
me upon the road; and that they might pay me all 
imaginable Honours and reſpects, 1 pretended to 
have received orders ſo to do from the king of England. 
Canterbury is but a ſmall city, tho? extremely po- 
pulous, and ſo polite that, in no other place, I received 
ſuch diſtinguiſhed: honours and civilities as there; ſome 
came to kifs my boot, others to kiſs my hands; und 
others to make me preſents of flowers; all which mufk 
be attributed not to the Engliſh of this city (they every - 
where preſerve their character of averſion for the 
French) but to tlie Walloons and Flemiſh, who, having 
at many different times taken refuge in this city on ac- 
count of their religion, have at laſt almoſt entirely 
changed it, and, at this day, compoſe two-thirds of its 
Inhabitants. I viſited the church, and was per ſent at 
the ſervice, wherein the muſic was excellent. The 
church is extremely beautiful and magnificent. When 
the canons underftood that 1 was of their religion, they 
redoubled their careſſes and civilities : one of them 
ſhewed himſelf ſo well affected to France, as to give me 
an information of ſome conſequence, which was after- 
wards confirined by Aerſens' to Henry himſelf. This 
canon had been intimately acquainted with Arnold, the 
father of him whom I had with me as one of my 'ſe- 
cretaries ; and being informed that this was the ſon of 
his old friend, he came to ſee him, and, among other 
things, told him, that he had been” informed by the ſe- 
. * count e Fn mag atk 1 7775 the arch- 
f V duke, 
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duke, who 1 paſſed through Canterbury only a few 
days before, that his maſter was charged to repreſent to 
the king of England, with a view to engage him in an 
alliance with Spain, that Henry meditated great deſigns | 
againſt England, which would openly appear in leſs than 
two years; and, at the ſame time, to make offers to his 
Britannic majeſty of powerful ſuccours from the king af 
Spain, with which he might prevent the deſigns. that 
Henry meditated, by ſeizing certain provinces of France, 
on which the king of England had much juſter og 
ſions, than any Henry could have upon England. 
Here my lord Sidney. came, and complimented. me 
from the king of England, and made me many obliging 
offers of ſervice. 1 * that the perſon who had 
been charged with the ſame commiſſion to count 
d' Aremberg, was my lord Howard, whoſe rank was 
much ſuperior to Sidney's, being the duke of Norfolk's 
nephew, uncle to the great chamberlain, and member. 
of the privy-council : at firſt, therefore, I. was ap- 
- prehenſive that this deputation might be a mark of. 
ſome contempt from the king of England; but after= 
wards reflecting that the quality of the perſon who had. 
Teceived the ambaſſador from Spain gyas inferior even 
to Sidney's, I concluded that all this might be merely 
accidental, more eſpecially ag I could not receive greater 
honours than thoſe which Sidney, and others by his. 
direction, paid me. I nevertheleſs communicated. my 
thoughts hereupon to Beaumont, by defiring him to 
get an explanation of it, but to do it with ſuch ad- 
dreſs, that no cauſe might be given to perceive a miſ- 
underſtanding, where, perhaps, none was intended to 
be ſhewn. Beaumont addreſſed himſelf to Sidney 
himſelf, and managed the affair with him ſo well, that 
he immediately wrote to the court of London, to 
inform them that they ſhould ſend an earl of the privy- 
council to receive me, which was done accordingly, 
The earl of Southampton, one of the miniſters and 
confidents 


+ 
", 
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confidents of king James, came to me from that prince 


at 'Graveſend, accompanied by a numerous train of nobi- 
lity and 


different from that at Canterbury; the inhabitants of 


that city had effaced the marks which were placed by the 


king of England's meſſengers on thoſe houſes where we 


| ou to be entertained and lodged, if neceſſary. 


Ar Graveſend I was received in the king of Eng- 


land's barges, a kind of covered boats, which are very 

commodious and richly ornamented ; and in one of thefe 

A was carried up the Thames to London, where, upon 
my arrival, the Tower alone ſaluted us with upwards 


'of three thouſand guns, beſides the . difcharges from 
Jeveral ſhip-guns, and the muſquetry from the mole 


and fort = this tower : I ſcarce ever heard a finer 


ſalute, I landed near the Tower, where many coaches, 
of which Sbuthampten and Sidney performed the ho- 


nours, were ready to carry me, and all my retinue, to 
the houſe of the count of Beaumont, which I had chofen 


for the day. The confluence of people was fo great, 
thatwe could ſcarce open ourſelves a paſſage. 


Turs very evening, I had an opportunity of being 


n. acquainted with the character of the two Eng- 


” lords who had been ſent to condu@t me. Upon 


arrival at Beaumont's, my lord Southampton 
woods: me aſide, and having told me, that the king, 
Who was at Windſor,” a caſtle about twenty miles 


from London, had ordered him to come to him there 
that day, however late it might be, to inform him 
_ of the particulars of my arrival, he earneſtly deſired, 


having firſt expreſſed to me his zeal, that I would 


impart ſomething to him which he might communi- 
cate. to his majeſty; no doubt with an intention to 


do himſelf honour by it, and gain the favour of 


| os Prince. After him my lord Sidney came, and 


I" We fame requeſt, by n telling 


me, 


eee 


gentry. In our way to Graveſend we paſſed 
through Rocheſter, where our reception was extremely 


en AA <9» 
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me, that he hoped the honour which he had received by 
being firſt deputed to me, and the reſpect and attach- 
ment, which he had. for his moſt chriſtian majelty, 


might merit my reſerving for him at leaſt ſome part 
of the affairs with which I was charged; and he added,. 


that I ſhould not diſcloſe myſelf entirely to Southamp- 
ton. I plainly perceived theſe gentlemen had a mutual 
jealouſy of each othef, and contended who ſhould be the 
firſt that ſhould give the king any informations. I very 


civilly thanked them, and appeared obliged to both, but 


gave the preference to Sidney; that is to ſay, the for- 
mer received only falſe, and the latter nothing farther 
than general informations of but little conſequence, and 
ſuch. as I ſhould have been glad to-ſee publiſned .. 

_ » THEy both made what uſe of them they thought: 
proper: as to myſelf, I ſupped and lay this evening at 

Beaumont's,. and I dined there the next day; for ſo 
ſhort a time had not been ſufficient to procure and pre- 
pare me lodgings, till the palace of Arundel, which was 
deſtined for me, could be got ready. This palace was 


one of the fineſt, and from its great number of apart- 
ments upon the ſame floor, the moſt commodious in 


London: but this greatly embarraſſed my retinue, 
which could not be all lodged at Beaumont's. Houſes 
and apartments were ſought in the neighbourhood, but 


the difficulty was to get them; for the inhabitants re- 


fuſed to receive us, on account of the miſbehaviour 
which they had but lately experienced in ſome of mare 
chal Biron's people; the greateſt part therefore had like 
to have been obliged to pals the night in the ſtreet. 

I muſt indeed be confeſſed, that, if what I heard 


on this ſubject was true, Biron, by the exceſſes which 


he had ſuffered his whole retinue to commit, had not 
ineffectually laboured to juſtify the animoſity of the 


Engliſh: nation againſt us. I am accuſtomed to ſpeak 
my fentiments freely, and never more ſo than when 


they may be of uſe in correcting our manners. - The 


2265 MEMO 1 R S Book XIV. 


youth of our nation have not yet Hiveſted themſelves of 
that vain, pert, and conceited air, nor thoſe licentious 
and even audacious manners, with which we have, in 
all ages, been reproached :. unfortunately too they are 
not more circumſpect among foreigners than in their 
_ own country, where they are accuſtomed to ſpend their 
lives at gaming-tables, and other places of debauchery, 
and run into boundleſs exceſſes. | 
I was fully reſolved, that, if my Sac could not 
Uear France from this reproach, it ſhould not, "at 
leaſt, be incurred by thoſe over whom I had autho- 
rity ; ; and I determined to exerciſe this authority 1 in ſuch 
a manner, as to oblige all my people to a ſtrict regu- 
larity of behaviour: dut in theſe caſes precepts are ſel- 
dom effectual; I therefore enforced them by an exam- 
ple, for which an opportunity happened. almoſt Imme- 
diatexy. N 
I was the next day accommodated with: aparterieits 5 
in a very handſome houſe, ſituate in a great ſquare, 
near which all my retinue were alſo provided with the 
neceſſary lodgings; ſome of them went to entertain 
themſelves with common women of the town: at the 
ſame place they met with ſome Engliſh, with whom 
they quarrelled, fopght, and one of the Engliſh was 
killed. The populace, who were before prejudiced 
againſt us, being excited by the family of the deceaſed, 
who was a ſubſtantial citizen, aſſembled; and began 
loudly to threaten revenge upon all the French, even in 
their lodgings. The affair ſoon began to appear of 
great conſequence; for the number of people aſſembled 
upon the occafion was preſently increaſed to upwards 
of three thouſand, which obliged the French to fly for 
an aſylum into the houſe of the ambafſador; I did not 
at firſt take notice of it; the evening advanced, and 1 
was playing at primero with the marquis D Graiſon, 
Saint-Luc, and Blerancourt; but obſerving them come 
| in at diſſerent times by three or. four together, and 
| with 
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with great emotion, I at laſt imagined ſomething ex · 
traordinary had happened, and having queſtioned Ter- 
rail and nee, oy enen me of the parti- 
culars. v3. O10 
"Tre Honbne. of my nation, my « own in particular, | 
and the intereſt of my negotiation, were the firſt ob- 
jects that preſented themſelves to my mind. I was alſo 
moſt ſenſibly grieved, that my entry into London ſhould: 
be marked at the beginning by ſo fatal an accident; and 
at that moment, I am perſuaded, my countenance 
plainly expreſſed the ſentiments with which I was agi- 
tated. Guided by my firſt- impulſe, I. aroſe, took a 
flambeaux, and, ordering all that were in the houſe 
(which was about an hundred) to range themſelves 
round the walls, hoped, by this means, to diſcover the 
murderer, which I did without any difficulty, by his 
agitation and fear: he was for denying it at firſt, but I 
| ſoon obliged him to confeſs the truth. He was a young 
man, and a ſon of the ſieur de Combaut, principal ex 
aminer in chancery, very rich, and a kinſman likewiſe 
of Beaumont's, who, entering that moment, deſired 
me to give young Combaut into his hands, that. he 
might endeavour to ſave him. * do not wonder, 
replied I to Beaumont, with an air of authority and in- 
dignation, “that the Engliſh and you are at variance, 
if. you are capable of preferring the intereſt of your- 
„“ ſelf and your relations, to that of the king and the 
public: but the ſervice of the king my maſter, and 
< the ſafety of ſo many gentlemen of good families, 
« ſhall not ſuffer for ſuch an imprudent ftripling as 
this.“ I told Beaumont, in plain terms, that Com- 
baut ſhould be beheaded in a few minutes. How, 
ce fir, cried Beaumont, behead a kinſman of mine, poſ- 
© ſeſſed of two hundred thouſand crowns, an only ſonl 
< it is but an ill recompence for the trouble he has 
_ © given himſelf, and the expence he has been at to ac- 


«. "GO you. I _ replied, in as en a tone, 
N . had. 
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5+] bad no occaſion for ſuch company:“ and to be 

ſhort, I deſired Beaumont to quit my apartment; for 

E. thought it would be improper to have him preſent 
in the council, which I intended to hold immedi- 

ataly, in onder to neee ſentence: of death Span. 
Combaut. 

In this council, Fee $0 FRPAS of the oldeſt ad | 
the wiſeſt of my retire ; and the affair being prefently 
determined, I fent Arnand to inform the Mayor of 
Londen of it, and to deſire him to have his officers 
ready the next day, to conduct the culprit to the place 
of:execution, and to have the executioner there ready 
to receive him. The mayor returned me for anſwer, 
that his firſt care had been to quiet the tumultuous po- 
pulace, not doubting but I would do him juſtice; and 

that he was juſt coming to demand it of me, when he 
received my letter and the ſentenee: he moreover ex- 
Horted: me to moderate it, either becauſe my ſeverity 


| Sad difarmed his, or, wich ſeemed moſt probable, be- 


caufe he had already ſuffered himſelf to be gained by 
Preſents from the friends of the criminal. I ſent again 

to this magiſtrate to inform him, that as no ſuperior 
| Ni yung nor reſpect for any perſon whatever, had 
determined me to pronounce this ſentence, I could not 
.confem'to revoke it: that, by carrying it into executi- 


Y on, 1 ſhould juſtify the king my maſter, and give the 


Bogliſh nation a convincing proof, that I had done every 
thing upon the occafion which my duty required; there- 
fore; in fuch an affair, I could only acquit myſelf of it 
by committing it to him, and by reſigning the priſoner 
10 ſuch puniſhment as juſtice and the laws of England 
required. . I accordingly ſent Combaut to him; ſo that 
the whole procedure became particular affair between 
the mayor and Combaut, or rather Beaumont, who, 


without much difficulty, obtained this magiftrate's con- 


fent to fet Combaut at liberty, a favour which none 
| _ Mad to me; on the n. I perceived both 
the 


the F cench and Nos PREY to el, that, if the | 
affair had been determined by me, it would not have 
ended ſo. well for Cembaut; and the conſequence; of 
this to me, with reſpect to the Engliſh and French, was, 
that the former began to love me, and the latter to Gor 1 
me more. 

ITIEIsS removed at had. one obſtacle to the ſoared af 
my negotiation: but there ſtill remained many te en- 
counter, from the nation in general, from the king, and 
from other particular perſons, according as their differ- 
ent intereſts might incline them 10 traverſe it. It is 
certain that the Engliſh hate us, and this hatred is ſo 
general and in veterate, that one would almoſt be tempt- 
ed to number it among their natural diſpoſitions: it is 
_ undoubtedly. an effect of their arrogance and pride; for 
no nation in Europe is more haughty and inſolent, nor 
more conceited of its ſuperior excellence: were they to 
be believed, underſtanding and common ſenſe are to be 
found only among them; they are obſtinately weddet to 
all their on opinions, and-deſpiſe thoſe. of every other 
nation; and to hear others or ſuſpe& themſelves, is 
what never enters into their thoughts. This temper 
is more injurious te themſelves than to us, as from 
hence they are at the mercy. of all their caprices : ſome- 
times one would be induced to think they have contract 
ed. all the inſtability of the element by which they are 
ſurrounded; with them all things muſt ſubmit to the 
reigning diſpoſuions, and the ſole difference between 
them and any the moſt inconſtant people in Europe, is, 
that their inconſtancy proceeds not from lightneſs, — 
from their vanity, which continually ſhews itſelf in a 
thouſand different ſhapes. Their ſelf-love renders them- 
ſelves flaves- to all their capricious: humours. What 
they at one time believe to have wiſe ay png or 
firmly reſolved, is at another time deſtroyed, without 
their knowing or being able to give a le they are 
. ſo undetermined. in  theraſelves, that fre- 


- quently 
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quently one would not take them for the ſame perſons, 
and from hence they themſelves ſometimes appear ſur- 
priſed on perceiving their own continued irreſolution. 
If we examine what are called their maxims of ſtate, 
we ſhall diſcover in them only the laws of | hoo itſelf, 
adopted by arrogance or indolence. a 
FRoM this portrait, it may at firſt appear not to be 
extremely difficult for an ambaſſador to inſpire them 
with new reſolutions; and this is true; but then it is 
only for the preſent moment: this deing elapſed, they 
no longer remember what you may have enforced to 
them in the ſtrongeſt manner. So that a king of France 
muſt continually * near them a perſon of underſtand- 
ing and authority, who might compel them, as it were, 
to hear him, and force them to be reaſonable; and even 
in this caſe, ſuch a perſon would always ha ve their pride 
to combat, which inſpires them with a belief that they are 
infinitely ſuperior to all the other nations in Europe f. 
FRANCE therefore can no more depend on the Eng- 
liſh than on any of her other neighbours; her true in- 
tereſt and beſt policy is to render her own interior ſtate 
and condition ſuch as may make her not only entirely 
independent, but alſo able to compel all Europe to feel 
its want of her; and this, after all, would only be dif- 
ficult to miniſters who can conceive no other methods to 
effect it than war and violence, methods that ought ne- 
ver to be purſued without an abſolute neceſſity: but let 
the ſovereign ſhew himſelf a lover of peace, difintereſt- 
ed in what regards himſelf, and ſtrictly impartial with 
| reſpect to others, he will then be certain to lf troop all 


ee | 


+ 1 with, with 1 my . 1 a3 Neve! entirely We every 
| thing i in this character, and in this whole relation, 1o little advantageous 
to a nation, whoſe virtues and genius have rendered it equally well re- 

ſpected and eſteemed. To reconeile truth with the veracity of the au- 
thor, we can only ſay, that he has here painted the Engliſh ſuch as they 
appeared to him at that time: one of the moſt happy effects of the — 57 
vation of arts, and the improvement of ſciences, is, that thoſe prejudices 
and partialities, which were the cauſe of hatred and —_ have _ 
been dimpated. : 
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his neighbours in that dependence which is only durable, 
| becauſe it conciliates the en En of ſubjeQ- 
ng the perſons T. 5 ' 

T Dat farther maintain, that peace is the great and 
common intereſt of Europe, the petty princes of which 
ought to be continually employed in preſerving it be- 
tween the greater powers by all the moſt gentle and 
perſuaſive means; and the greater powers ſhould force 
the leſſer into it, if neceſſary, by aſſiſting the weak and 
oppreſſed; this is the only uſe they ought to make of 
their foperiority. When I conſider Europe as compoſed 
of ſuch civilized people, I cannot but be aſtoniſhed: that 
ſhe ſtilb continues to be governed by principles ſo nar- 
row, and cuſtoms ſo barbarous. What is the conſe- 
quence of that profound policy of which the is ſo vain, 
other than her own'continual laceration and ruin? War 
is the reſource in all places and upon all 6ccaſions;' ſhe 
knows no other way, nor conceives any other expedi- 
ents; it is the ſole reſource of the moſt inconſiderable 
ſovereign, as well as of the greateſt potentate; the · only 

difference between them is, that the former makes it 
with leſs noiſe and in conjunction with others, while 
the latter does it with great preparation and frequently 
alone, that he may ſnew his grandeur, though in reality 
he only ſhews himſelf more ſignally deſpicable. Why 
muſt we always impoſe on ourſelves the neceſſity of 
paſſing through war to arrive at peace? the attainment 
of which 1s 7 hs WE of all 255 and | is e proof that 
5 [* recounle 


+ It is not ſurprifing to hear ſuch reaſoning as on now. we 3 at 
quired juſter.notions in war and politics, and that France is arrived at fo 
great a degree of glory, that conqueſts can add nothing or but very little to 
it: but what opinion muſt we conceive of the views and penetration or 
the duke of Sully, when we behold him eftabliſhing principles, in appears 
ance ſo improper for the ſtates of miſery, ang} weakneſs, in which. the 
kingdom was at that time, or at leaſt from whence it was but juſt recover- 
ed? It is by ſuch true, ſolid, and wiſe maxims as theſe, that the Memoirs 
of Sully have become a rich mine, from whence all our able miniſters 
haye ſince drawn ineſtimable treaſures, 
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recourſe 15 had to war only for want of a better, expedi- 
ent i nevertheleſs, we have ſo effectually confounded 


this truth, that we ſeem to make peace only that we 
may again be able to make war. But let us now return 
10 the Engliſh... 

Tux court of 3 might be e eee as com- 
poſed of fout ſorts of perſons, who formed ſo many dif- 


ferent factions; and from this circumſtance. only one 


may infer, what in reality was true, that this court was 


Full of ſuſpicion, mi ; jealouſy, private and even 
public diſcontents. I ſhall here advance nothing, the 


trith of which I was not well convinced. of, either by 


own obſervations, or from the lights I received 


— — the partiſans of France, from thoſe who called 
themſelves ſuch, from the diſcontented, and in thort, 
from many other opportunities which occafionally oe- 
* eurred. The firſt of theſe factions was the Scotch, at 
the head of which were the Earl of Mar, lord Mount- 
joy, lord Kintore, and other gentlemen of the king's 
bedchamber; they were in the intereſt of France, and 
endeavoured to engage the king in their party, who. 


ſeemed diſpoſed to ſuffer himſelf to be governed entire- 


: ſome of them were tolerably ſkilled in military af- 


— but not one of them was acquainted with the bu- 


fineſs of the cabinet. I have net mentioned the earl of 
Lennox in this number, becauſe, though he was equally 
well inclined to France, he had nevertheleſs a party 
among the Scots which was ſeparate from that of the 
Earl of Mar, and even oppoſite to it, not indeed in its 


political principles, but only in a competition which 


mould have the advantage in the king's favour, and. 


there was a reciprocal” and inveterate hatred between 


them. Thus the Scotch faQion had ſubdivided itſelf 


into two. 9%) 
Tas ſecond, ill reloets entirely habit. to the 


former, was the Spaniſh faction: in this all the How- 


arqds were Ee having at their head the admiral of 


that 
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that name, the great chamberlain, the maſter of the 
horſe, the Humes, and others of leſs note. The third 
was compoſed of a number of old Engliſh, who, conſi- 
dering France and Spain as equiponderous, or being 
eaually jealous of theſe two nations, wete attached to 
neither, and fought to render Flanders independent of 
both, by reſtoring the antient kingdom of Burgundy. 
The firſt movers of this faction were the chancellor, 
the high-treaſufter, and Cecil the ſecretary of ſtate, at 
leaſt as far as one could judge of a man who was all 
myſtety; for he ſepafnted from, or united with all par- 
ties, according as he judged it moſt advantageous to his 
_ own particular intereſt : he had borne the prineipal ſway 
in the late government, and he endeavoured with the 
ſame ſubtilty to acquire an equal thare in the preſent; 
his experience, joined to his addreſs, had already made 
bim be conſidered by the king and queen as a neceſſary 
man. Laſtly, there was a foutth faction, compoſed of 
ſuch as meddled in affairs, without having any con- 
nexiori with. thoſe befere- mentioned, and even without 
having any agreement among | themſel ves, unleſs that 
they would not ſeparate nor unite with any ether; their 
character was purely Engliſh; they breathed a ſpirit of 
ſedition, and were ready to undertake any thing in fa- 
vour of novelties, even were it againſt the king himſelf. 
They had at their head the earls of Northumberland, 
Southampton, and Cumberland, lord Cobhain, mw 
Walter Raleigh, Griffin, and others. 
Noruixs could as yet be diſeovered with * to 
any of theſe factions, except that they mutually hated 
and were jealous of each other; and it was impoſſible to 
foretel which would at length obtain the aſcendant, and 
gain the prince in its intereſts. To judge from appear- 
ances, his favour would be diſputed ally by the-men of 
learning, and the favourites of his bed- chamber; the 
firſt, becauſe by their ſuperior kænomledge and dexterity 


they OM: fucceedes better than others in galibing . 
their 
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their maſter; ; the ſecond, becauſe they had the advan- 
tage of familiarity, and of being admitted into all his 
parties of pleaſure: but the king's humour and inclina- 
tions were not yet ſufficiently known; beſides, that his 


acceſſion to ſuch a crown as that of England might ec- 


caſion ſuch alterations in them as would render any 
Judgment on this head extremely precarious. 
» ALL that I had to fear was, leſt, among the different 
ſentiments with which endeavours would-be uſed to in- 
| ſpire James, thoſe ſhould prove to be moſt difficult that 
were to attach him to the intereſts of France. Hither- 
to his inclinations had been conformable to thoſe of the 
Northern powers, who were for making three diviſions 
of the houſe of Auſtria; Spain, Germany, and Burgun- 
dy: they deteſted the firſt, as being too powerful and 
enterpriſing ; the ſecond they deſpiſed ; but would how- 
ever have been reconciled to it, by diſuniting it from 
the Pope, Spain, and the Jeſuits; the third was as yet 
only imaginary, but was what they ſo paſſionately de- 
fired, that they would have ſpared nothing to reſtore it, 


provided they would have alſo ſeparated its intereſts 


from thoſe of Spain and Germany, or at leaſt have 
"obliged theſe powers to renounce all Lap aan upon 
one another. 


Kino James was not fo well difpoſed in Ae of 
Henry as Elizabeth had been; he had been informed 
that Henry, in deriſion, tad called him, «© Captain of 
& arts, and clerk of arms.” There was ſome reaſon 


to apprehend, that it would be difficult at firſt to hinder 


him from entertaining thoughts of rene wing the antient 


pretences of England upon France, of which his courtiers 


had not failed to talk to him very earneſtly. As to my- 
ſelf, it had been hinted to him, that both I and my 
brother had ſpoke of him in terms not very reſpeccful. 
But to give the reader a more perfect knowledge He the 


character of this prince, let me add, that he meant 
: wot was conſcientious, eloquent, and had ſome erudi- 


tion; 


Ja 
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tion; tho "leſs of the latter, than of penetration and a 
diſpoſition to learning. He loved to hear diſcourſes on 

ſtate- affairs, and to be entertained with great deſigns, 
which he himſelf conſidered and diſpoſed with a ſpirit 
of method and ſyſtem; but he never thought of carry- 
ing them farther, for he naturally hated war, and yet 
more to engage in it himſelf. He was indolent in his 
actions, except in hunting, and wanted application in 
his affairs; all which were ſigns of an eaſy and timid 
diſpoſition, that made it highly probable he would be 

governed by others; and this was farther confirmed by 
| bis behaviour to the queen, his wife T. | 
"THe character of this princeſs was quits the reverſe 
of cher huſband's; ſhe was naturally bold and enter- 
priſing; ſhe loved pomp and grandeur, tumult and in- 
trigue. She was deeply engaged in all the civil facti- 
ons, not only in Scotland, in relation to the catho- 
lics, whom ſhe ſupported, and had even | firſt: encou- 
Taged,” but alſo in England, where the diſcontented, 
 whoſe' numbers were very conſiderable,” were not ſorry 
to be ſupported by a princeſs deſtined to become their 
queen. Every one knows that women, though” but 
weak inſtruments in ſolid affairs, often act a danger- | 
ous part in intrigues. The king could not be igno- 
rant of this, but he was ſo weak as never to be able 
to reſiſt, nor perſonally to contradict her, though the 
made no ſcruple ublicly to ſhew that ſhe did not al- 
ways conform to his ſentiments. He came to London 
long before her: ſhe was ſtill in Scotland when I ar- 
rived at that city, and James wiſhed ſhe would not 
have departed from thence ſo ſoon, being perſuaded 
that her preſence would only be detrimental to affairs. 
He ſent to acquaint her with his deſire, and that with 
an air of authority, which coſts nothing to aſſume againſt 
e ver. are 1 my OY er aan: was Does: . e by it. 
INS TEAn 


+ Anne, 8 of Frederic II. king of Denmark, queen of Scot- 
land, afterwards of Great Britain, ſhe died in 1619. 


ting of France, and he 
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:InsTEAD of obeying, the queen prepared to quit. 
Scotland, after having of her own accord, and againſt | 
the king's expreſs deſire, appointed herſelf a great cham- 
berlain of her houſhold. She was alſo attended by the 
earl of Orkney, and another Seeteh nobleman; and 


brought with her the body of the male child of whieh 


ſhe. had been delivered in Scotland, becauſe endeavours 
had been uſed to perſuade the public, that its death 


was only feigned. She alſo brought with her the 
prince, her eldeſt ſon, whom ſhe in public affected to 


govern. Abſolutely, and whom it was ſaid, ſhe fought: to 


inſpire with ſentiments in favour of Spain; for it was 
not doubted but that ſhe, was incliried to deelare on that 


ſides. Neverthelefs, the young prince gave her no; room 
to be pleaſed with his deference. for her: he naturally 


hated Spain, and favoured F rance; and this preſage 


was ſo much the more happy, as from the aſſemblage 


of ambition, greatneſs, and generoſity, already perceiv- 


able in him, he promiſed one day to become one of thoſe 
genes who are the ſabiject of much converſation.' He 


from report, acquainted with the character of the 
making him his mo- 
del; which was certainly very diſagreeable to the queen 
his mother, who, it was faid, had reſolved te deſtroy 


his French diſpoſition, by. having: him ſent to be Au- 


ofited in Spain. 
Tus 1 have given Hee aceount ok the flats of the 


court of London, at the time when began my negoti- 


ation. The character of the reſt, of the principal per- 
ſons who compoſed it, will more particularly appear in 
the enſuing part of theſe Memoirs, Here therefore I 
will only add, that beſides count d' Aremberg from the 


archdukes, prince Henry of Naſſau, and the other de- 
puties from the States - General, whom I found here 


upon my arrival, the ambaſſader from his eatholie ma- 
ne the e from Sweden + and Denmark, le 
{ {vip a0: 
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alſo hourly expected, and they accordingly-arrived the 
day after me. There were likewiſe ſome others, but 
nat of ſufficient conſequence to be particularly mention- 
ed. Upon the whole, it appeared as though. all the 
princes ot. Europe conſidered the gaining England in 
their intereſts, to be of the utmoſt importance to them. 
Taz firſt of, the foreign miniſters whom I ſaw at the 
court of London were thoſe of the ele or Palatine, 
who having already made their compliments to the ne- 
king, and being prepared to return home, came to take 
their leave of me, almoſt immediately after my arrival, 
but nothing partſcifar paſſed between us. Soon after 
they had left me, Cecil ſent his principal ſecretary to 
be informed by Beaumont, at what hour he might con- 
veniently ſee me; and he accordingly came in the af- 
ternoon. So long as we had any witneſſes of our con- 
verſation, Cecil talked to me only of the king of Eng- 
land's affection for the king of France, of the deſire 
which he had of giving him proofs of it, and other 
things in the ſame ſtrain, which could only be regarded 
as compliments; nevertheleſs, when we were in m 
chamber only. with Beaumont, I pretended to nid 
what he had ſaid as very ſerious; and this I did to gain 
an opportunity of repreſenting to him, how highly ad- 
vantageous an union between the two kings would be to 
both, and of urging the engagements they had formerly 
contracted, and the nne each had recerved from _ ; 
other. 
urs . ee ee ſerqed me at leaſt to 
form a judgment of the diſpoſition of the perſon who 
ſpoke to me; and from bis reply, I perceived it was 
not fuvourable-to France. Cecil made me a long ha- 
rangue, the deſign of which was, to convince me that f 
his maſter ought not to meddle in any of the affairs of 
his neighbours, but leave Holland to act as it ſhould. 
_ proper, in regard to its diſputes with Spain. 
He ſpoke of Offend as 4 yn little worth the pains 
which 
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which had been taken to preſerve it; and of the com- 
merce of the Indies, as an advantage, of which, in 
good policy, the Low Countries ought. to be deprived. 
I-oppoſed theſe ſentiments; and though he ſeemed con- 
vinced by my arguments, he nevertheleſs appeared ve- 
ry little inclined to enforce them to the king his maſter. 
He changed the ſubject, by informing me, that his 
majeſty was gone to Greenwich, in order to avoid the 
ſolicitations which count d Aremberg would not have 
failed to make, to obtain his audience before mine, 
which his majeſty could not have refuſed him, becauſe 
he had arrived before me, and which, nevertheleſs, he 
was not diſpoſed to grant. To this favour, which Ce- 
eil gave me to underſtand was not inconſiderable, he 
alſo added that of offering me my audience, Which was 
a ſecond obligation, no leſs valuable than the former, as 
all ambaſſadors were cuſtomarily obliged to demand it 
of the king; neither was it his fault, -if I did not alſo 
regard the deputation of ſuch a man as him as a parti- 
cular mark of reſpect. I was not, however, deficient 
in my acknowledgments to the deputy, and I deſired he 
would give himſelf the trouble to teſtify my: Cencituge 
for it to the king. ” | 
. NoTwrrTasTANDING all the pains this ſecretary 
had -taken to perſuade me, that no one, after the king, 
had ſo much power as himſelf, and that he even go- 
verned in the councils of the prince, 1 thought 1 per-, 
ceived the contrary. I likewiſe imagined, that, fearing 
leſt ſome of his competitors ſhould deprive him of any 
of his important employments, he had ſolicited, and 
perhaps with great aſſiduity, of the king his maſter, 
that of treating with me, wherein he acted as if he 
thought himſelf degraded by the execution of it. La- 
Fontaine, and the deputies of the States-General, who 

entered juſt as Cecil went out, were, from his behavi- 
our, of the ſame opinion; and this did not appear to us 


an antortunats circumſtance, no more than the obſerva- 
5 tion 
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tion which they had made, that ſince James had been 
intormed of my departure from France to London, he 
had begun to treat them with more kindneſs; having 
before then refuſed both to ſee or ſpeak to the prince of 
Naſſau, and even publicly given the States the epithet 
of © ſeditious rebels.” Theſe deputies began to per- 
ſuade me, that the king of France ought not only to 
inſpire the king of England with more favourable ſenti- 
ments in regard to them, but ſhould openly declare 
himſelf their defender. They had much more to ſay on 
this head, but it was late, and ſupper was on the tables; 
I therefore diſmiſſed them, with yore aſſurances that 
they ſhould be ſatisfied. 

. I GAVE then a more poſitive anſwer to Barnevelt +. 
their principal, when he came to ſee me at the palace of 
Arundel, of which I was now in poſſeſſion. Barnevelt, 
like his colleagues, began by magnifying the miſeries to 
which the United Provinces were reduced, the expences 
they had been at ſince the peace of Vervins, their debts, 
and their exhauſted condition. He ſaid the ſtates could 
no longer keep Oftend, nor reſiſt. the Spaniards, unleſs 
the king of France cauſed a powerful army to march 
without delay, and either through the trontiers of Pi- 
cardy, or the territories belonging to the archduke, en- 
ter Flanders from the land- ſide, which was the only 
means of forcing the Spaniards from before Oſtend, hav- 
ing proved, they ſaid, by experience, that the Spani- 
ards could eafily deftioy, one after the other, all the 
little ſuccours that were ſent them by ſea, and that im- 
mediately on their landing. After ail theſe complaints, 
he concluded, as his colleagues had done, that Henry 
ought to declare himſelf their Protector, and enter into 
an offenſive and defenſive alliance with them. 

'T ToLD Barnevelt, in plain terms, that he muſt re- 
nounce any ſuch hopes; for that Henry was not at all 
| 1 | 
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him, as was really the caſe, that I co: 
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diſpoſed, through complaiſance for them, to draw up- 
on himſelf the whole force of Spain, nor alone to ſup- 
port the burden of a war, in which, ſuppoſing the king 
of England ſhould refuſe to be concerned, he could — 
expect to have the advantage. For this reaſon, I told 


Id neither take 
any reſolution, nor ſay any thing poſitive to them, till 


I had. at leaſt ſounded the diſpoſitions: of this prince 


with regard to them. Barnevelt having been at Lon- 
don for a conſiderable time, might reaſonably be fup- 
poſed to have acquired ſome: knowledge of the king, I 
therefore aſked him what diſcoveries he had made? 
He replied, that this prince having from the firſt been 
inclined to peace, both by the advice af his counſellors, 
and his own paſſive. diſpoſition, had long deprived them 
of all hopes; but, having apparently reflected that this 
peace would coſt England dear, if by his inaQtion the 
Flemiſh ſhould return under the dominion. of the Spa- 
niards, or ſhould be obliged, in order to free themſelves 
from it, to accept that of France; and having perhaps 
been made ſenſible what even England had to fear from 
a power, who, without any regard to. juſtice, attempt- 
ed whatever ſeemed for its conveniency, when all other 
objects became inſufficient to ſatisfy its unbounded de- 
fire. Theſe conſiderations ſeemed to have thrown 
James into a ſtate of perplexity, out of which he had 
probably not yet extricated himſelf; for he had ſaid 

nothing more to them, than that he would not ſeparate 
himſelf-from France; on the conjrary, that he only wait 

ed the arrival of the French ambaſſador, to unite more 


_ cloſely with Henry, by concluding a dale. marriage 


between the two families. | 
THESE informations which 1 1 from Dar: 


nexelt would have diſſipated part of my fears, had 
the. king of England been one af thoſe princes. on 
whom one could depend: but. in all this, with re- 


ſpe to himſelf, I could only perceive diſſimulation, 
| 0 bY | Or, 


n 
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or, at ae ue 1 thoſe of ee whom 


I had reaſon to believe were beſt acquainted; with the 
ſecrets. of his councils, upon every occaſion conſtantly 
ſaid, that all endeavours to inſpire them with a dread of 

f Spain would be vain, the ſituation of their iſland pro- 
tecting them againſt the enterpriſes of any foreign pow- 
er whatever. It would indeed have been highly im- 

- prudent in the. States and Barnevelt to have judged any 
otherwiſe," or have deferred taking meaſures to prevent 
their final ruin, till James had taken his reſolution; 
and I believe the States were too good politicians to 
have committed ſuch a miſtake. In conſequence of this 
opinion, which. I communicated to Barnevelt, I con- 

ured him, by all the intereſt of his country, not to 
conceal from me any of the moſt ſecret reſolutions 


which had been there taken, upon a ſuppoſition that 
England would abandon them, or even, which was but 


too likely, that ſhe would endeavour to augment their 
diſtreſs, by taking this opportunity to en the cau- 
tionary towns offered to Elizabeth. _ 
 BaRNEverLT finding himſelf preſſed, and confidet- 
ing me as the dene af A pricee who was the only 
ver all to me: WE after: (neva inticaated the's merit of 
2 important a ſecret, he informed me, that the council 
of the U nited Proyinces had reſolved, at all events, to 


avoid giving up the cautionary towns; that the terme 
of their treaty with Flizabeth would : furniſn them with 


the means of doing this, by the time which might be 
required to examine the tenor of it; that in caſe they 


found themſelyes too cloſely preſſed by the Engliſh and 


Spaniards, they would endeavour to bring upon the 


carpet the treaty of Brunſwic and Vandreſep, offering ö 


Oſtend to be ſequeſtrated till the concluſion of the trea- 
ty; that during this interval, ſome event might perhaps 


happen! in their favour, and thus, at leaſt for the pre- 
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ſent, a ß be put to the powerful forces Preparing in 
* againſt Oſtend. 

In order to under und what is here ſaid of the trea- 
ties with Elizabeth and Spain, it is neceſſary to know, 
that the late queen of England had demanded of the 
States certain towns f, as a ſecurity for the money 
which ſhe had lent them, with this gracious clauſe in 
their favour, that they ſhould not give her the poſſeſſi- 
on of them, Unleſs they entered into an accommodation 
with Spain without her conſent. As to the other treaty, 


it was propoſed, in the height of the hoſtilities between 
Spain and the United Provinces, to put the conteſted 


countries under the power of the houſe of Auſtria; not 
the branch which reigned in Spain, but that which poſ- 


feſſed the empire of Germany. But whether the States 


or Spain, or, which is moſt probable, 'both, were the 
cauſe of it, the treaty that was begun by the duke of 


FE Brunſwic, and continued by count Vandrelep, came to 


nothing: the former demanded, that the provinces and 
towns which Spain ſtill preſerved, or had regained in 
Flanders, ſhould be comprehended in the treaty, be- 


cauſe, faid they, they riſqued too much by being ſo 


near the power of Spain, who taking advantage of 4 
pretended peace, might eaſily regain Pollen of What 
ſhe appeared to abandon and the latter could not but 
with regret chink of ſeparating fo brilliant A 7215 from” 


| her crown. © 


In the aſe nor of this day, T4 was v 1 wh by the re- 


Kant from Venice, who was the ſecretary of that re- 


public: he was as free and unreſerved in his diſcourſe 
with me as Barnevelt had been; for his ſtate was in the 
ſame ſituation of jealouſy and eomplaints againſt Spain, 


Aud of union with France: he further confirmed to me 


what Thad before ſtrongly ſufpected, of the irreſolution of 
James: he told me, that this prince, who ſo often and 
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0 1 of pin; Ad, in {ns concern himſelf 
with nothing eſs; £ and that his diſſimulation, which his 


flatterers complimented i in him as a virtue, had always 


2 conſiſted in giving hopes to all, but accompliſhing. 
a none; Y that, it was not to be expected he would change 
his maxims, having frequently been heard to ſay, that 
it was to ſuch an artful conduct alone he owed his ſecu- 


rity. when king of Scotland; and therefore it was highly 
Ty he. would again put thoſe arts in practice, 


probable th; 
| 5 purſue them. more ſteadily than ever, at the begin- 


; ning of A reign, and at the head of a great kingdom, 


whoſe people, affairs, and neighbours, he was utterly 


unacquainted with: all which were Kircumltances, fa- 


vourable to his maxim. _ 
THESE reflections of the „ ;A were at once ſep- 


ſible and Juſt, He afterwards informed me of the duke 


of Bouillon's proceedings with the new king, whom, | 


by the envoys from the elector Palatine, he had ſo- 
leites to ſpeak to Henry i in his favour : but James ſtop- 
ped them by ſaying, that it did not become a great 
prince to intercede for a rebellious ſubject. After this 


mortifying reply, I know not what were Bouillon's | 


thoughts of that ſcheme which had been concerted , be- 
| tween La Tremouille, D* Entragues, Du - Pleſſis, and 


himſelf, and had bore in their opinions. ſo favourable __ 
an aſpect: this ſcheme was to make the king of Eng- 


land protector of the calviniſt party in F rance, and the, 


elector Palatine his lieutenant. Bouillon's agent in 
London was an Engliſhman named Wilem, who, had : 
entered. into his ſervice after having quitted that of his, 


majeſty, to whom he had been huntſman,. and one 
s grooms of the chamber, known under the French 
name of Le Blanc. D Entragues nt was na 
Du-Panni : he Was very frequently 1 lab 8, Pet 
his principal correſpondence was with the duke of Len- 

nox and his brother. Henry had informed me of all 
theſe particulars | in his letters, and having by his order 
n made 


1 
| 
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made enquiries concerning them, I found they were ex- 
| 1 aaly true. D'Entragues was certainly in the right thus 
Yo negotiate by others; for had he appeared at London, 
he would ſoon have been diſcovered to be a man of ma- 
ny words and but little underſtanding. The teſtimony 
which I on all occaſions bore to this truth, did not ad- | 
vance his affairs. 
 _ THE ſame day alſo count d' Aremberg ſent one of 
bis retinue to wait upon me, excuſing his not coming 
; Himſelf, as cuſtom did not permit ſuch viſits till after 
be had received his firſt audience of the king. All that 
paſſed between me and this nobleman conſiſted in com- 
pliments, offers of ſervice, and aſſurances of peace and. 
| friendſhip, in all which nothing was wanting but ſin- 
129 cerity. A. 
M Tux king of England, who had before acquainted 
if + me that he would grant me an audience.on the twenty- 
ſecond, which was Sunday, ſent a gentleman to con- 
firm it to me, to deſire I would not think the time te- 
4 dious, and to be informed how I was lodged, and whe- 
ther I wanted any thing. To this favour was alſo add- 
ed the preſent of half a buck, which, as this prince in- 
formed me by the bearer, was the firſt he had ever 
taken in his life, though he was a great lover of the 
Ft chace; the reaſon was, there was none in Scotland. 
From "hence he took occaſion to make Henry a compli- 
ment, by ſaying that he attributed his good fortune to 
the arrival of a man, who came from a prince that was 
looked upon to be the king of hunters. I replied, that 
ST this conformity of inclination in their majeſties was to 
mie a preſage of their perſonal union, unleſs a jealouſy 
1 of” Phd chace ſhould prevent it; that, in this caſe, I 
would take the liberty to offer myſelf as arbiter between 
{|  their/majeſtics, being ſo diſintereſted and indifferent in 
1 this article, that when the king my maſter made a party 
for the chace, he was ſo far from thinking, like the king 
WE of Ons, that 1 a would contribute to its 


ſucceſs ; 
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ſucceſs, that he generally ſent me to purſue other af- 
fairs in the cabinet, where, he faid, I Was more hap- 
py. Though there was nothing ſerious in all this, I 
was nevertheleſs glad of the opportunity that was af- 
forded me to inſinuate myſelf into his Britiſh majeſty's 
favour, and with this view I turned my compliment in 
ſuch a manner as might pleaſe the ſelf-complacency of 
James, who, I very well knew, was extremely flat- 
tered .by any compariſon with the king of France. I 
returned the compliment which count d*Aremberg had 
paid me, and, at the ſame time, ſent bim half may; pre- 
ſent, 


the ceremony of my audience, was, that all my reti- 
nue ſhould appear in mourning, to execute with pro- 
Priety the firſt part of my commiſſion, which confiſted 
in complimenting the new king on the death of Eliza- 


beth, though I had been informed at Calais, that na T 


one, whether ambaſſador, foreigner, or Engliſh, was ad- 


mitted into the preſence of the new king in black; and 


Beaumont had ſince repreſented to me, that what I in- 
tended would moſt certainly be highly diſagreeable to 
the court, where ſo ſtrong an affectation prevailed to 
obliterate the memory of that great princeſs, that ſhe 
was never ſpoke of, and even the mention of her name 
| induſtriouſly avoided.. 

I 8H0vLD have been! very glad not to have been ſen- 
ſible of the neceſſity I was laid under of appearing in a 
garb, which would ſeem to caft a reproach on the king 
and all England : but my orders hereupon were poſitive, 
not to mention that they were almoſt laudable ; and 
this was the reaſon I. paid no regard to Beaumont's re- 


preſentations, who entreated me to defer putting myſelf wo. 


to this trouble and expence, till he had wrote about it 
to Erſkine and ſome others, who were beſt acquaint 
with the court ceremonial. He wrote accordingly, but 


received no. anſwer e on Thurſday, Friday, nor even all 
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notwithſtanding the reaſons which he continually gave 
me' to the contrary. On Saturday night, which was 
the evening of the day preceding my audience, and fo 


late that I was in bed, Beaumont came to tell me, that 


Erſkine had ſent to acquaint him, that the whole court 


conſidered my intention as a premeditated affront ; and 
that I had fo offended the king by it, that nothing would 


more effectually prevent the ſucceſs of my negociation, 
from its very commencement. This information agree 
ing with thoſe of my lord Sidney, the viſcount de Sa- 


raot, La- Fontaine, and the States deputies, it was im- 
poſſible for me to be in doubt about it; and, through 


fear left a greater evil ſhould enſue, I cauſed all my re- 


tinue to change their apparel, and provide themſelves 
others as well as they could. Lewkener coming the 


next morning to inform me that I ſhould be preſented 


to the king at three o'clock in the afternoon, I perceiv- 
ed, from the ſatisfaction which he expreſſed at the new 
orders I had given, that it was indiſpenſably neceſſary 


to vanquiſn my repugnance; nevertheleſs, it publicly 
gained me almoſt as much honour, as if I had perſiſted 
in my intention, becauſe none were ignorant that I had 


complied only through abſolute e 


ED 
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Tur 2 King Te: England's birds; with the eel of 


Derby at their head, came to attend me from the pa- 
| lace of Arundel, and lcd me to the Thames, whoſe 


banks they lined whilſt I went down to Greenwich. 
This paſſage I made in the king's barges, being attend- 


ed by one hundred and twenty gentlemen, ſelected from 


my whole retinue. Upon my — I was received 
4 TT by 
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by.t the earl of eee 1 3 an ind N 
nite number of people, conducted me to the KN s pa- 
lace, Le: 75 
a & 3 into a ee 1 we Were . 534 
ed with a, collation, though contrary to an eſtabliſhed 
cuſtom, of England, never to treat ambaſſadors, nor even 
10 offer thein a glaſs, of water. His majeſty having ſent 
to deſire my appearance in his preſence, I was above 4 
quarter of an hour before I could get to the foot of his 
throne, occaſioned both by the great numbers that were 
already there, and becauſe I made all my retinue walk be- 
fore me. he prince no ſooner perceived me than he 
deſcended. two ſteps, and would have deſcended them 
all, ſo very deſirous he appeared to receive and embrace 
me, had not one of his miniſters, who. ſtood next him, 
whiſpered ſoftly in his ear, that he ought to go no far- 
ther. If, ſaid he aloud, I ſhew this ambaſſador par- 
22 ticular marks of honour, and ſuch as are contrary to 
« cuſtom; I mean; not thereby to give a. precedent to 
a, others... 1 particularly. love. and eſteem him for the 
1200 affection which I know. he has for me, for his. firm- 
« neſs in, our religion, and his fidelity to his maſter.” 
1 dare not repeat all that he ſaid to my advantage. I 
received ſo obliging a favour with all due reſpect; and 
replied, not by an harangue, ſuch; as ſome may, per- 
haps, expect to ſee here, and with which court- pedants 
would be more pleaſed; but only by a compliment, 
which, in reality, . as much, and was 
more ſuitable to my ſituation. Henry's aMiQion for 
the death of Elizabeth, his joy for the acceſſion of: 
James to the throne of England, the praiſes of the two 
kings; all theſe I „ in very few words. I ex 
cuſed myſelf from my want of rhetorical abilities, ang 
from his moſt Chriſtian majeſty? $ having: himſelf ek, 
plained his ſentiments in his letters, which KI at the ſame 
time preſented, diſtinguiſhing. to, his Britannic e | 


ha which Henry, gg wrote hh his own hand. 
Fart 
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þ read them himſelf, and then gave them to Cecil; ex- 
| preſſing, at the ſame time, how ſenſible he was of their 
contents, by theſe words, “That he had not left in 
* Scotland the ardor with which he had always loved 
cc the king of France, and deſired the proſperity of his 
© crown.” I continued to compliment his majeſty, 


| it though in the ſtyle of common converſation; for that 
it of haranguing was extremely diſagreeable to me. I ſaid, 


| | that Henry had given public demonſtrations of his joy, 


i was ſo worthy of it, and for his having been ſo readily 

and univerſaſiy acknowledged; that if there had been 
1 occaſion for the preſence of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, 
| he would have given proofs of his ſincere attachment to 


with pleaſure to any place where his preſence might 


this compliment. James* replied, that if he had even 
found the Engliſh at war with the French, his owe 
vours would, nevertheleſs, have been to live in 
with a prince who, lixe himſelf, had been called Hop 
the crown of Navarre to that of France: % It being al- 
ways commendable, ſaid he, to overcome evil with 
1 4 good.“ But that he had had the double ſatisfaction, 
| of quitting a crown in Friendſhip with France, for ano- 
weer that was not leſs ſo; The late queen was menti- 
| oned on this occaſion, but without one word in her 
1 praiſe. - e HUTT) he JJ IL FHF TER iin * 
x A SER this, His mess, beg defitbus to diſcoiirke 
1 feng and more familiarly Nath me, he made me aſcend 
all the ſteps leading to the throne. I tock this occaſion 
to make my particular compliment, for which he thank- 
ed me with an dit of ſincetity and affection. He did 
not conceal from me the information which he bad re- 


to me, and to my brother, after his return from Scot- 
| land: he confeſſed * he had for ſome time believed 


on ſeeing the throne of England filled by a prince who 


his intereſts, and union With his perſon, and have come 


have been neceſſary. I did not repent my having made 


a _ ceived from Paris: $;"of the diſcourſes attributed to Henry, 


them, 
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them, but that he had at laſt diſcovered: the whole to be 
only an artifice of their common enemies, who, by uſing 
ſuch means to open themſelves a paſſage to W 
monarchy, had rendered themſelves much more odious 
to him. He exclaimed in very ſevere terms againſt the 
Spaniards, which could not but give great pleaſure to 
Naſſau, who was near enough to hear ſomething, of 
what was ſaid; and alſo: to the Flemiſh deputies, who 
were preſent, tho incognito, having not yet been able 
to obtain audience. He ſpoke ol their endeavours to 
kindle the flames of war amongſt their neighbours with 
the greateſt abhorrence; proteſted that he would oppoſe 
their unjuſt deſigns; and talked of the king of Spain, as 
a man too weak both in body and mind to think of the 
great chimeras of his predeceſſors. The pleaſure which 
J received from this diſcourſe was caicjent; to make me 
deſirous of continuing it. I told the king of England, 
that he was extremely happy in being ſo well aequaint- 
ed with the character of the Spaniards only by the expe- 
rience of others, but that it was not ſo with the king of 
France: to prove which, I inſtanced what they had 
done ſince the concluſion of ſo ſolemn a peace as that of 
| YVervins; the revolt of Biron, the war of Savoy, and 
| ſome other grievances. | I added, that ſuch was the ar- 
tifice of the Spaniſh councils, that to put the change 
upon Europe in regard to its injuries, they always be- 
gan by complaining firſt: which conduct was equally 
dangerous and deteſtable with: that which they uſually 
practiſed, of treating with their neighbours only with 
the premeditated intention of deceiving them, even by 
that ſecurity which treaties ought to give, James re- 


plied, that all this he knew very well. In a word, 1 _ i 


could no longer doubt, that the reſentment which he 
ſhewed againſt Spain, before ſo: many witneſſes, was as 
ſincere as it was violent. From this moment the Grit 
dawn of hope began to appear in my fa vou. 
1 king of RY changed this bn to that 
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of hunting, for which he diſcovered an extravagant 


paſſion. He ſaid, that he knew very well I was no 
great lover of the chace; that he had attributed the late 
Tucceſs of his ſport to me, not as marquis of Roſny, but 


as ambaſſudor from a king who was not only the great- 


eſt prince, but the greateſt hunter in the world: and 
added very politely, that Henry was in the right not to 


carry me to the chace, becauſe I was of greater ſervice 
to him elſewhere; and that if I purſued the chace, the 


king of France could not. I replied, that Henry loved 
all the exerciſes, but that none of them made him ne- 
glect the care of his affairs, nor prevented him from a 
cloſe inſpection into the proceedings of his miniſters ; 
being far from that blind credulity which the king of 


Spain had for the duke of Lerma. Hereupon James 


ſaid that without doubt I had found it very difficult to 


-regulate the finances, and reſiſt the importunities of the 
great men of the kingdom: and of this he produced 


ſome inſtances, of which I had loſt the remembrance. 
He then ſuddenly aſked me, as it were by interrupting 
Himſelf, how the king of France did? 1 judged, from 
the manner in which this queſtion was aſked, that en- 
deavours had been uſed to perſuade this prince, that 


Henry, ſince his late indiſpoſition, could not live long; 
that he had given credit to it; and that this opinion 
Vould be the moſt powerful motive to prevent his union 
with France, as he could have but little dependance 
*4 upon a minor king. J endeavoured therefore to unde- 
ceive him, in regard to all theſe falſe reports, and ſuc- 


ceeded. But he further ſaid, that he had been told one 


| 1 in regard to Henry, for which he was ny 


- and this was, that his phyſicians had forbid him 


| 3 cope if Hem To this I rephied, that ſuch advice Wan 
perhaps, what he himſelf would do well to purſue. In 


reality, James had but lately narrow ly eſcaped breaking 
his arm in the chace, the manner of wel accident he 


had Hated: to me. 
| Warn 
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3 1 acquainted. Henry —_ this. part of our 
converſation. he, in his anſwer, ordered. me to tell the 
king of England, that in purſuance, to the advice of 0 
phyſicians, he was more moderate in his huntin 7 * 
he uſed. to be, and that ſince my departure he had 
been at the death of five or fix ſtags without the leaſt 


| Inconvenience.. 45 Well,“ ſaid the king of England to 


me, ſtill continuing the ſame ſubje g. „ underſtand: 
« you. have ſent part of the produce of my ſport_ to 


0. count d. Aremberg 3 and how do you think he receiv 


« ed it? I aſſure Jou, it was not at all agreeable to 
« . He ſays, you ſent it only, t. to ſhew. that Jon 
« was more regarded than he; and he is in the right, 
40 for I will. ſurely make ſome difference between my- 
« good brother the, king, of. France, and: his maſters. 
4 who have ſent me an ambaſſador who can neither 
r walk. nor talk; he demanded an audience of me in a 
by garden, becauſe; he could not walk up ſtairs into. 2 

% room.“ James then aſked me, whether. the Spaniſh: 
ambaſſador, who had been ſent, to him, had. paſſed 


through France? and upon my replying that he. had: 


«; Spain, ſaid he, ſends me an ambaſſador peſt, that be 


% may arri ve the ſooner, and finiſh our affairs in poſt- 


. haſte.” Thus upon every. occaſion. he inveighed: 
axand. the Span iards. Taxis *, courier-major to bis- 
Catholic majeſty, had, in effect, taken his route through: | 
France into Flanders, from thence to repair to 2 66 7 5 
and this journey he had performed with great expedi-- 
tion, though his orders extended no farther, than mere- 


ly to diſcover the intentions of the king of England. 
The real ambaſſador. was Velaſco. 7. a of. Caſ- 
tile, who ſoon followed him. 


Ar rx All, this, James Ae me Ay, he did nat RB 
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proteſtant church in London? Upon my replying that 
Edig* 4% Then, ſaid he, vou are . e : have 
. been informed, to quit our religion, after the ex- 
ox ample of Sancy, who thought by that condeſcenſion 
4e to make his fortune; but, by God's providence, did 
4 juſt the contrary.“ 1 treated this report as a calum- 
ny, and ſaid, that my living in France in friendſhip 
with ſo many eccleſiaſtics, and being fo frequently vi- 
ſited by | the pope's nuncio, might perhaps have given 
riſe to it. ' “ DO you give the pope the' title of holi- 
* neſs i faid James. I replied, “ That t op. conform 
ac to the cüuſtom eſtabliſhed in France, F did. He was 
then for proving to me that this cuſtom was an offence 
againſt God, to whom alone this title could juſtly be- 
long. I replied, that I ſuppoſed that a greater crime 
was not hereby committed, 25 than by the frequent giving 
to princes ſuch titles as che) were well known not to 
ee He ſpoke | to me of Du-Pleſſis, and appeared | 
ſomewhat concerned for his fortune and preſent condi- 
tion: he ſaid, that I ought not entirely to forget him; 
that it was true, he had been greatly to blame, to pub 
lich his laſt book under his own name; becauſe, by the 
© titles which he therein gave bimſelf, he obliged tlie 
Ekaing of France to take notice of it; but that this ought 
not to obliterate the remembrance of the ſervices which | 
he had rendered the proteſtant religion. He ſaid not a 
word to me, either of Holland, or the duke of Bouillon; 
but he highly approved Henry s chaſtiſement of the 
duke of Savoy, who was, he faid, an ambitious and 
turbulent man. 
FrumxT have omitted wochen 17 any conſequence 
of what was ſaid to me by the king of England, in this 
my firſt audience. When he was inclined to put an end 
to it, he entered into his cabinet, ſaying, it would be 
time for me to go to ſupper, and to my repoſe. Upon 
my coming out of the chamber, I was accoſted by ad- 
miral Howard, lord Mountjoy, and Stafford, and the 
great 
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eat chamberlain. Erſkine, i in condudting me croſs the 
court of the palace, ſpoke to me of his attachment to his 
moſt Chriſtian majeſty, and his deſire of being ranked 
amongſt the number of my friends. The earl of Nor- 
| erland, who had received me at my landing, and 
who again attended me to the river upon my departure, 
faid pretty near the ſame to me: no one amongſt the 
Engliſh lords has more underſtanding, capacity, cou- 
rage, nor- poſſeſſes more authority, than he: he mani- 
feſted a great deſire to have a private converſation with 
me upon the preſent affairs. I gathered from what he 
faid, though he did not ſpeak in plain terms, that he 
was not ſatisfied with the government ; that he blamed 
the greateſt part of the king's actions; in ſhort, to ſay 


it in a word, that he had no great ſhare either of fide- 


lity or eſteem for James. It is not neceſſary to ſay with 


what reſerve and eircumſpection : liſtened to ſuch dif- 
courſe. 1 2 


Tux open declaration in Hep the king 6f England 14 
nds againſt Spain, had given me ome hopes that the 


court of London would be inſenſibly prejudiced againſt 


that court. In the interval between my firſt and ſecond 
audience, feveral things happened which increaſed theſe 
hopes. An Engliſh catholic, ' who was likewiſe a jeſuit 
(as was firſt reported) was ſeized in the habit of a poor 
traveller, and' being queſtioned, he confeſſed that he had 
diſguiſed himſelf in this manner, to deliver the catholic 
church from the oppreſſion of the new king of England, 


_ unleſs he re-eſtabliſhed the Romiſh religion in his domi- 


nions ſolely, or at leaſt with privileges equal to thoſe en- 
joyed by the proteſtants, and unleſs he likewiſe declared 
himſelf againſt the proteſtants of Holland; that eight 
other jeſuits had conſpired with him in this deſign, and 


| that. 5 had actually diſperſed themſelves in different 


parts of London, in order to embrace an opportunity 
that might offer to deſtroy this prince. But the report 


Was falſe, in OTOL to the perſon of this ſuſpeQed Eng- 


liſhman, 
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liſhman, for he was not a jeſuit *,, but only a. ſeminary 
prieſt. Had the truth of all the other circumſtances been 
equally well diſcovered, probably the whole affair would 


have been reduced almoſt to nothing; but this was not 
done. James, according to his character, taking um- 


N brage immediately, imagined that the reaſon count 
d' Aremberg deferred demanding his audience, was not 


on account of his indiſpoſition, which was diſſembled, 
and that he only waited till the ſuppoſed conſpirators 


had accompliſhed their deſign, or at leaſt till by their in- 
trigues in the kingdom they had occaſioned a revoluti- 


on, which would have releaſed him from his obligations | 


to wait on the king at court. | 
Ir is inconceivable to what a length this frivolous: 


ſuſpicion was carried. 'The queen. was at the ſame time- 
coming to London: this, ſaid they, was to. favour the 
Spaniſn faction; which ſo difturbed James, that he im- 
mediately ſent the earl of Lennox expreſsly to forbid: 
that princeſs to continue her journey: but whether the 
earl could not, or whether he rather choſe not to ſuc- 
eeed in his commiſſion, the queen did not obey. Len- 
nox was recalled, and the king remained only the more 
perplexed. After his example, his miniſters, courtiers, 


and particularly the old court, being prejudiced i in fa- 


vour of the maxims of the preceding reign, began to 


new themſelves. greatly diſguſted both with the queen 


and with Spain. They called to mind the conduct and 
icy. of Elizabeth, who had lived in a perpetual 
miſtruſt of the court of Madrid. And now they laviſh- 


ed upon her thoſe praiſes of which they had: been be- 


fore ſo ſparing, and ſeemed. diſpleaſed with themſelves 
at the indifference they had ſhewn to her memory; nor 


malt 1 en that it was not without , ae to 
| e myſelf, 


15 ® 1 no more 3 bai M. de Sally, charges 1 kel wh 
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myſelf, that I refrained following ſuch a genera) ex- 
ample. 
par BELIEVE the Spaniſh faction, during all thisgiwas 
in no little pain; for inſtead of talking, as before, —_ 
of peace and neutrality with all the world, nothing was 
now more common than to hear it ſaid, that fo far from 
having any dependence on what Spain called her friend- 
 thip and alliance, it was not even ſafe to contract with 
her; that the ambaſſador of this eourt had not dared to 
preſent himſelf in London, and that moſt certainly he 
dould not come thither, for fear of becoming the ob- 
ject, and perhaps the victim, of the public indignation. 
T he conduct of his Catholic majeſty was compared 
with that of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty. Henry's pro- 
cedure appeared ſo open and ingenuous, and fo far 
from all deceit, that it carried conviction with it: he, 
ſaid they, would never have ſent into England the man 
who, of all others in his kingdom, was moſt neceſſary 
to him, to machinate a deceit unworthy of them both: 
nor would I myſelf, in quitting the court, have thereby 
left an open field to the malignity of my enemies, only 
to come and act one of thoſe characters, whoſe conclu- 
ſion is generally that of beholding one's ſelf at once 
en diſhonoured and ſacrificed to the public indignati- 
| In ſhort, if an union between the two crowns, 
which I propoſed, was not in all reſpes the beſt con- 
duct that they could purſue, it was at leaſt the ſafeſt; 
for what would Spain be able to do, when the two 
confederate kings ſhould conſider all dangers which 
might happen to either, as equally common to both? 
It was thus that they ſometimes reaſoned in the coun- 
cil, and in the preſence of the king of England, very 
much to the ſatisfaction of thoſe — who were 
in our intereſts, and who negleQed no opportunity of 
gaining the prince in their party. My lord Mountjoy, 
whom I had made my intimate friend, on account of 


the almoſt public eee which he made of attach- 
ment 
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ment to France, here uſed his utmoſt intereſ _ en- 
deavours. = 
Burr all this only dim vated part of ny bund 1 1 bw 
deived ſo many other obſtacles, that they almoſt en- 
tirely diſcouraged me; what J might expect from the 
queen only ſcarce appeared ſurmountable. My appre- 
Henſions from the ſecretary Cecil, were but little infe- 
rior to thoſe from the queen. He was at this time ſe- 
parated from his former friends, and had united with 
the Scots: I endeavoured to penetrate into the real 
motives of this ſeparation; for I was ſtrongly perſuaded 
of the inſincerity of this ſubtle miniſter's 58 — 
Perhaps his hopes. might be in time to become head of 
the Scotch party, and afterwards to unite it with the 
Engliſh, whom he might have abandoned only in ap- 
pearance; but theſe Scotch lords were ſo difficult to 
manage, and ſo much upon their guard againſt the Eng- 
liſh, that he could not but be baffled notwithſtanding 
all his efforts; and he was himſelf too penetrating not to 
be perfectly "ſenſible of it. Accordingly it was ſaid 
(and when I became acquainted with the arts of this 
miniſter I was myſelf of the ſame opinion) that he had 
_ fought the Scots, who were real confidants and: fa- 
vourites of his majeſty, only to make himſelf known, 
and render himſelf neceſſary to this prince; that, having 
ſucceeded thus far, he knew perfectly well how to cen- 
ter all power in himſelf, and, making uſe of the king's 
name and authority, would ſilence the queen, the Eng- 
liſh, and even the Scots themſelves, or at leaſt would 
leave to thoſe he ſhould judge proper only ſome faint 
ſhadow of favour, and would then reaſſume his real 
character. And what is moſt remarkable, it was not 
unlikely that this ſubtle man was himſelf the dupe of 
the Scots, who pretended to be ſuch to him; for is it 
poſſible that Cecil, known in England by every one to 
be the moſt ambitious and moſt tenacious of power of 


all e ſhould remain unknown only to them? But 
no 
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no doubt they all knew that the prince's ear was not 


alone ſufficient to maintain them at the head of affairs, 
with which they were not in the leaſt acquainted,” and 
of which the ſecretary _ could . em the en 
information. 

1 SUpPPOSING alſo that ale Secttifh: Wi was un- 
doubtedly firm in the intereſts of France, there ſtill re- 
mained a material doubt, whether ſo haughty a people 
as the Engliſh would ſubmit to be governed by foreign- 
ers, and more eſpecially by the Scots, who at all times 
had been the object of their averſion: and beſides, it 
was far from being certain that the Scots would always 


continue to poſſeſs. the king's favour; for the regard 


which he already began to ſhew to the earl of Eſſex, 
Southampton, and my lord Mountjoy, plainly proved 
that they might. eaſily loſe their influence. Laſtly, to 
Increaſe this unpromiſing aſpect, the two kings of Swe- 
den and Denmark, whoſe repreſentations might have 
| been of great weight in determining this prince, and 
who had hitherto been ſo unanimous with Henry, that 
they had goneurred in all his deſigns, now either did it 
not at all, or did it with ſuch indifference, that their 


example was far from inſpiring a proper reſolution. In 


the frequent conferences which I had with their ambaſ- 
ſadors, in preſengg of the earl of Mar, lord A 
and Erſkine who was preſent, three times, as being a 
common friend, they made me the faireſt ſpeeches 
imaginable ; their averſion for Spain appeared equal 
to mine; they even proceeded ſo far as to draw up a 
kind of ſcheme, whereby they ratified whatever 
Henry might do for all of them, even in regard to the 
diviſion of conqueſts, which they agreed might eaſily 
yy performed by means of a firm and durable uni- 

But our conference being ended, they no longer 
— any of their promiſes, and beheld no- 
thing but obſtacles, in regard to whieh in my pre- 
ſence oy had kept n. ſilence. A ſtrange 
behaviour 


2 
— 82 
— 


A ä a, 
* 


— - 


258 N E M OI RIS Bock XV. 


behaviour this! from whence, however, I made 


_ diſcovery of what forks: of men a had to deal 
Wit ] * * 1147 z 
My lord. enn told me one „ in NE: ant bf 


| that he had been preſent at a meeting of theſe ambaſſa- 
dors, wherein only thoſe of his majeſty's:council and the 
States-deputies were admitted; that here, inſtead of la- 


bouring mutually to ſtrengthen themſelves in laudable 
reſolutions, each of them had only ſought to draw him- 
felf out of the affair. He gave me an account of their 
deliberations. The Daniſh deputy repreſented, that 


indeed his maſter poſſeſſed a great extent of territory, 


but for the moſt part barren, and, by the inconveni- 
ency of its ſituation, rather expenſive than profitable; 
that the ſubmiſſion and tractableneſs of the people was 


an advantage of no uſe to the king his maſter, becauſe, 


from the prodigious variation of their manners and 


cuſtoms, he could neither underſtand them, nor. could 


they underſtand one another; and that he was now ac- 


tually engaged in endeavours, to eſtabliſh a general and 
uniform regulation among them, which did not permit 
him to be concerned in any other enterpriſe. The 


Swede ſaid, it would be highly imprudent for his maſ- 


ter to engage in a foreign war, becauſe his nephew, 


the king of Poland, had not yet forgot his pretenſions 
to the crown of Sweden, but on the contrary, ſeemed 


diſpoſed to renew them with more vigour than ever; 


fo: that the preſervation of his os dominions might 


probably find him ſufficient employment. Barnevelt, 


in the name of the reſt of his brethren, explained him- 
ſelf in a manner ſo different from his uſual complaints, 
that, I confeſs, I am at a loſs to conceive what could 
be the intention of ſo ſtrange a procedure: he ſpoke of 
Spain only with contempt; in the revolt of the Spani- 


arqds, and the forces of the States, he found reſources 
ſufficient to preſerve them from all oppreſſion; he ſeem- 


ed en to ee of the ſucceſs of Oſtend as for- 
: merly,. 
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merly, and intimated, that his maſters had conceived 
a deſign which would more than indemnify them for 
that loſs, ſuppoſing it ſhould happen. The Engliſh 
miniſters taking their text from a ſaying of the king of 
England, That every new king if he had the ſmalleſt 
degree of good conduct, ought at leaſt to let a year and 
a day paſs before he made any innovation, though of 
the ſmalleſt conſequence; concluded unanimouſly, that 
it would be moſt prudent to wait, and they remained 
firm. to this determination. If we conſider theſe geni- 
uſes of the North + with ſome little attention, we ſhall 
perceive they conſtantly preſerve ſome affinity with the 
nature of their climate; they have but little vigour of 
thought, few reſources in their imagination, little 6on- 
ſtancy in their reſolutions, and not the leaſt tincture of 
good policy. The example of Elizabeth is an excep- 
tion to this rule, and is ſo much the more glorious to 
that great queen. JV 
I now only wanted to be as well acquainted with 
the Spaniſh councils, as I was with thoſe of Britain and 
the North; or, in other words, I wanted only to know 
what were the real deſigns of that crown, what propo- 
ſitions ſhe had already made to the king of England, 
how they had been received, and finally, what ſteps 
ſhe intended to take for the accompliſhment of her de- 
fires; for barely to underſtand that the king of Spain 
ſought to detach England from France and the Low _ 
Countries, was knowing nothing, or at moſt very little. 
It was ſuſpected that Spain meditated ſomething of 
much greater importance; this might be conjectured 
from the information which I had already received from 
the canon at Canterbury; and it appeared ſo much the 
leſs to be negleQed, | becauſe Aèrſens and Barnevelt 
both at the ſame time affirmed the certainty of it, the 
n ee CCC one 
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, dete times are change and I do not dende 3f the author had lived 
in our days but he would have done juſtice to the wiſdom and policy o 
ſome of the Northern powers, | 
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one at Paris, the other at London. I therefore uſed 
-my utmoſt endeavours to come. at the truth. What I 
was told by my lord Cobham: and Sir Walter Raleigh 
was conformable to this information : but what made 
the greateſt impreſſion upon me was, that the earl of 
Northumberland, whom I had gained by the offer of a 
conſiderable penſion, under the name of a preſent, with 
great ſecrecy, one night when I was going to bed, ſent 
at Euratney to hs me with the eg particu- 
rs. 
Fsxon the moment king Janne oſcerdel the throne 
of England, faid his ſecretary, the king of Spain has 
not ceaſed to ſolicit him, either by his own agents, or 
thoſe of the archdukes, or by the Engliſh catholics, to 
enter into an offenſive and defenſive alliance with him, 
_ France and the United-Provinces, whom he calls 
their common enemies. He has omitted nothing which 
might perſuade him that both of them, but more eſpe- 
cially that his Britannic majeſty, had a title ſo clear and 
inconteſtable to ſeveral provinces in France, that 'it 
would be ſhameful in him not to make uſe of it, at a 
time when the exhauſted condition of that kingdom pre- 
ſented fo fair an opportunity : and the means propoſed 
by Spain to ſecure the ſucceſs of this enterpriſe, were, 
that James and his Catholic majeſty ſhould, at the ſame 
time, demand of France the reſtitution of Normandy, 
. Guienne, and Poitou, for the king of England; Bre- 
tagne, and Bourgogne, for the king of Spain; and, 
upon a refuſal, to fall upon theſe provinces with all 
their united forces. His Catholic majeſty for this pur- 
poſe, has even offered to draw all his forces out of the 
Lo Countries, moreover to renounce all his pretenſi- 
ons upon the United - Provinces, and grant them that 
liberty which they ſo ardently deſire, upon a ſuppoſiti- 
on, however, that, in conſideration of this favour, they 
would conſent to ſtrengthen the league by joining it, 


and by concurring in all their deſigns. . king of 
| England 
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England having made no anſwer to all theſe great of- 
fers, farther than by ſaying, that they were premature, 
and that he choſe to begin his reign by gaining a know - 
ledge of all his new ſubjects, and by ſtrengthening 
himſelf upon the throne, Spain eaſily perceived that 
this reply was a civil refuſal; and James not being diſ- 
poſed by open force to attempt the recovery of his an- 
tient poſſeſſions, Spain then turned her endeavours to ; 
perſuade this prince, at leaſt to favour the French C 
provinces in their deſign (of which ſhe informed him) 
to ere themſelves, after the example of Switzerland, 
into an independent republic. All this has been re- 
preſented to James to be extremely eaſy to effect. lt 
has been faid, theſe provinces impatiently waited a fa- 
vourable opportunity to ſhake off their inſupportable | 
yoke; the Spaniſh emiſſaries, ſeconding theſe diſpoſi- _ T3 
tions, have every where reported that it only depended | 
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| on themſelves, whether they would enjoy a profound * Jil 
| tranquillity without taxes, ſubſidies, or military garri- 4 
. = ſons, under ſhelter-of the two crowns their protetors, ö 
a and that they had no cauſe to apprehend either the reſent- i 
went of Henry, or the violences of his troops, becauſe | 
a care would be taken at the ſame time to involve him {| 
in fo many other perplexities, that he would be under 

e neceſſity of ſuffering them to preſcribe their own 

laws. We do not yet hear, added the ſecretary of the _ 
„cer of Northumberland, what James replied to this 

. ſecond propoſition; we conjecture that it was not more 


ll favourably received'than the former, becauſe the Spa- 
niſh emiſſaries, in their conferences with his Britannic 
majeſty, have ſeveral times been obliged to change 
. their ſyſtem, or ſucceſſively to repeat the ſame again 
with different modifications. Sometimes they have 


at ä 8 ee Pays 
. offered him the whole force and all the treaſures of 
ey Spain, to uſe them againſt France in whatever man- 
it ner he ſhould judge proper, without requiring any 

3 2 , 2 6”, | . 

of thing more in return, than that he ſhould conclude 
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no- treaty without their. conſent, nor ſhould: concern 
himſelf i in any manner in their quarrel with Flanders; 
at other times, they have deſcended only to deſire 
that he would: give no alliarce to the YO” 1 - 
vinces. „„ 175 

Ix the whole. of what was here welas to me was 
true, from thence might be concluded that France,, 
without knowing it, was actually in the moſt immi- 
nent danger, becauſe a ſingle word of approbation from 
king James would have drawn upon her à moſt terrible 
Norm, But for my own. part I confeſs, that to me 
this appears ſo. extravagant and ſo much beyond the: 
. bounds of probability, that, from whatever places it 
might come confirmed, I cannot believe that Spain 


would ever think of propoſing to king James any thing 


like the firſt - propoſitions which are here related. 
Suppoſing all difficulties were removed between. Spain 


and England, in regard to the armament and the 


partition, which, however, would be no inconſidera- 
ble diſcuſſion, yet had they well conſidered how 
many other difficulties would ariſe from a dif- 


ference of religions, intereſts, manners, and cuſtoms, 


both between themſelves and with the French pro- 
vinces which they, l conformable to their ſenti· 


ments ? . 71 N 
THAT article which concerns the United nc 


. — 


Sw: deſtroys the whole of this project. If Spain be- 
an by endeavouring to ſubject them, this crown and 


that of England could not. be ignorant that ſuch an 
enterpriſe was alone capable to deſtroy, or at leaſt 
for a conſiderable time to prevent the execution of. 


their common deſigns, | becauſe France, being. once. 


convinced that her own ſafety depended on the preven- | 
tion or  retarding of this conqueſt, would have conſi- 


dered aſſiſting the States as defending herſelf: and if 


Spain propoſed to gain theſe provinces in her intereſts, 


he ſhould herein have der more grokly deceived ; 7 
for 
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for no offer, not excepting even that of liberty, would 


have been able to reconcile them with their moſt mortal 
enemy, much leſs to incline them to aſſiſt her in her 
conqueſts, and that too of their antient and only ally. 


4 I am not ignorant of the manner in which the States 
deputies have always thought, they upon all occaſions 


ha ve conſtantly ſaid, that Spain deceived them, that 
land trifled with them, and that France alone was 


favourably. diſpoſed towards them; and if ſometimes 


they have talked in a different manner, as in the confe- 
rence above- mentioned, it was either to excite the 
French to make ſtill greater efforts in their favour, or to 


inſpire the Engliſn with the ſentiments of France in re- 


ard to them: beſides, will any one believe that Spain 


would voluntarily relinquiſh territaskes, which her own 


force might acquire? 
Ix regard to the ioformations nkiki An 905 1 


received on this head, neither the canon of Canterbury 
nor Barnevelt, «who heh: Aerſens muſt be confidered 


only as one, becauſe the former received his informati- 
on from the latter, could be ſufficiently depended up- 
on; the firſt might have been deceived, and the ſe- 
cond might have ſought to deceive us, which deceit 
was not ineffectual in promoting the ſucceſs of their af- 
fairs. In regard to the three Engliſh lords, I was ſo 


far from depending upon what they ſaid, that, on the 
contrary, I ſufpected they were themſelves the ſole au- 
thors of the whole ſcheme; that they had concerted it 
together, and then, with proper alterations, preſented 


it to the king of England, to me, to the States depu- 


ties, and to the Public, thereby to appear as! perſons 
of conſequence; which was quite ſuitable to their cha- 
racters. In regard to Spain, I made no doubt but ſhe 
would be pleaſed to hear ſuch reports ſpread, and even 


that ſhe would gladly uſe her endeavours to make them 


believed, not with any intention ſeriouſly to confer 
with his Britannic AST eee them, nor even 
216743)” RAGE 


WO 

We” 10 

r 
— 


264 MEMOIRS. Bock XV. 
chat they ſhould come to his ears, but only with deſign 
to encreaſe the diſcord, and augment the number of 
the ſeditious in thoſe provinces of France which were 
intereſted therein. It was in theſe terms that I wrote 
about it to Henry, who ſometimes conſidered the whole 
as an artifice of the States to accelerate a rupture be- 

| tween him and Spain, and ſometimes believed it true 
in regard to Spain, who, from a deſire to deſtroy Henry, 
and a hope of profiting from the inexperience of James, 
" attempted every thing. I told Henry; that, though all 
theſe ſchemes ought to be treated only as chimerical, it 
would be proper, nevertheleſs, to be attentive to what- 
ever paſſed in Poitou, Auvergne, Limoſin, Pays d*Au- 
nis, in ſhort, through all Guienne, in which places they 
were capable of producing the ſame bad. ones we 
they had been true. 28151 5 

Tas day after my audience, W this — * June 

and a day on which his Britiſh majeſty. conferred. ul 
honour of knighthood on ſeveral perſons, he ſent to 
acquaint me, that he would grant me a ſecond audience 
the day on which I myſelf had deſired it, being 
Wedneſday the 25th; that I ſhould be with him at 
two o'clock, and bring but few perſons with me, in or- 
der to prevent the inconveniences cauſed by great num- 
bers, and, ſaid he, that I may confer with you alone 
with greater freedom. Upon this occaſion, I was accom- 
panied from London to Greenwich by my lord Hume, 
who, in France, had had. the honour of ſeeing and diſ- 
courſing with his moſt Chriſtian majeſty. I took ſome 
refreſhment in the apartment wherein I was conducted 
to wait till I could be introduced to the king; and here 
I was accoſted by little Edmonds +, who made me a 
long diſcourſe, in which he complained, that he was 
Hot treated o my as A paſt epi and his know 


| " ledge 
oP wands had hon AF ia 8 * "Ga Elizabeth and 
to Henry IV. during the wars of the league; and he had really acquired a \ 


— knowledge of the affairs of France, 
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ledge of the affairs of Pane deſerved. The earl 
of Northumberland put an end to our converſation, by 
coming to e ay appearance in the king 8 Er 
ment. 
err upon my entrance this prince Krob 
and, having commanded that no one ſhould follow him, 
he conducted me through ſeveral apartments into a lit- 
tle ordinary gallery, wherein we held our conference. 
I began it by thanking his majeſty for having thus given 
me an opportunity to diſcloſe myſelf to him, on the 
ſubject of my commiſſion, without reſerve, and without 
witneſſes; Not, ſaid I, that the king my maſter has 
* ſent me to require any thing of your majeſty, but- 
ce only to be informed of your intentions in regard to 
« affairs wherein your majeſties may both be 'equally” 
% concerned; and that the king my maſter may con- 
| © form to them, as a good brother.” The king of 
| England replied, that the manner in which he plainly.” 
= ſaw the king of France and I ated, with reſpe& to 
W him, required that he ſhould not conceal any thing from” 
me ; and that he would therefore diſcover to me his moſt 
important ſecrets. He then, in a few words, pretty juſtly 
deſcribed the preſent political affairs of Europe; “ in 
2 * which, ſaid he, it is neceſſary to preſerve an equili-' 
> cc brium between three of its powers,” meaning the 
houſes of Bourbon, Auſtria, and Steuart. He ſaid, that 
of theſe three powers, the houſe of Auſtria and Spain, 
from the Spirit of dominion with which ſhe was poſ- 
ſeſſed, was the only one who ſought to make the ba- 
lance incline in her favour; that a knowledge of this 
unjuſt deſign was the cauſe that the king of France and 
he, though in appearance in peace with that crown; were, 
however, really thought ſecretly at war with her; that 
Spain was not ignorant of it, but that ſhe could not 
complain, ſhe having herſelf ſet them the firſt exam- 
ple; to Henry by her combination with marechal Biron 
and the diſaffected in France, by the ſuccours ſhe had 
Vol. III. N en 
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given the duke of Savoy. when at war al his, moſt. 
Chriftian majeſty, by the enterpriſe upon Geneva, final- 
ly, by, ſeveral; other proceedings of the like nature; to 
him, by inſtigating and encouraging the jeſuits and the 
Engliſh catholic faction. From hence it appears, that 
the affair of the jeſuit had gained but too much credit 
with James. But that all this 3 by neither ſide, 
be conſidered as Tufficient cauſe for an open war, and, 
as they were upon equal terms, it would therefore be 
beſt to avoid. 1 it, by continuing, as before, ſecretly. to fa= 
vour. the enemies of Spain, though with a reſolution to 
purſue more vigorous and effectual meaſures, in caſe 
Spain ſhould herſelf reſolve upon any open rupture. 

I very highly applauded ſuch laudable ſentiments, 
and indeed. they really deſerved it; nor could I have 
faid any thing further on the ſubject, had I not, at the 
ſame time, perceived in the perſon from whom they 
came a diſpoſition, to peace, or rather to indolence and 
inaction, which in a manner contradicted his words, 
and ſeemed, to tell me, that, having promiſed a little, 
he ſhould. perform nothing. This obſervation induced 
me. to tell his Britannic majeſly,, that the plan of con- 
duct which he had laid down. to be purſued. with Spain, 
Was exaQly conformable to-the ſentiments of his molt. 
_ Chriſtian, mazeſty ;, and that Henry only feared it would 
be inſufficient to prevent their one day feeling the fa- 
tal effects of the reſentment of that crown, whoſe cha- 
racter, upon this occaſion, I endeavoured to paint to 
him in the. moſt natural colours. I repreſented. to 
James every thing which Spain had been accumulat- 
ing for one hundred years paſt; the earldoms of Flan- 
ders, and, Burgundy, the kingdoms of, Granada, Na- 
varre, and Portugal, the empire of Germany, the ſtates : 
of. Naples and Milan, all the Indies, and, but for mere 
gogd fortune, France and England alſo, both theſe 4 
croyns owing: their preſgrvation, next to the firmneſs I 
of. Elisabeth and " . to the lucky inet 5 ; 
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the revolt of the Low Countries; and T concluded, 
that as both James and Henry would one day be in- 
diſpenſably obliged to enter into an open war with 
Spain, in order to ſap the foundation of ſo vaſt a do- 
minion, it was therefore abſolutely neceſſary now to 
concert the proper meaſures: for it, that no ſtep might 
be taken to the contrary; and that this, together with 
the means whereby the preſervation of the United- 
Provinces might be proviſionally ſecured, was all that 
I had to deſire of his majeſty. But, faid the king of 
46 England; what better aſſiſtance would you that the 
king of France and I ſhould give the Low Coun- 
& tries, than to comprehend them with us in a gene- 
& ral treaty of partition and pacification between them 
cc and Spain, upon conditions of which we ſhall our- 
<<. ſelves he guarantees whereby, ſhould Spain firſt 
6c fail in the obſervation of them, we fhall then have 
juſt reaſon to take arms againſt her, and drive her 
* entirely out of theſe provinces: and I conſent, added 
c he, upon a ſuppoſition that this will be the caſe, 
1285 immediately to determine with you, what means 
5 and what forces we ſhall employ for the execution 
of it.” James was not ſenſible of all the objections 
to this partition treaty, which he propoſed between 
Spain and the Low Countries; or if he was, he artfully 
endeavoured to avoid entering into any engagement 
with me: The council of Spain would not have failed 
to appear ſatisfied with what he propoſed, but during 
the delays which-negociating this treaty would produce, 
eſpecially with a-court whoſe dilatorineſs was one of the 
chief aris of her policy, Oftend, which was reduced to 
extremity, would fall into the power of its enemy, and 
with it a part of Flanders, Holland and Zealand being 


* — 


ſeparated from it; and Spain would in the mean time 

ſtrengthen herſelf in what ſhe: did poſſeſs, and would l 
be preparing the means for ſucceeding more effectually 18 
in ley * of ſabjeQing the reſt of this ſtate. | 8 
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. DESIRED his Britannic majeſty to beſtow ſome ſe- 
ious reflection upon the conſiderations which I had 
thus laid before him. He remained for ſome time in 
ſilence, and ſeemed deeply immerſed in thought; after 
_which, in a heſitating and irreſolute voice, he ſaid, that 
it muſt be confeſſed. I was in the right; that the affair 


was of great conſequence ; that he had often thought 
of it; though his reflections had not as yet produced 


any effect; and that he had waited my coming, to de- 


termine him i in his reſolution. At this moment I pe- 


netrated into all which this prince refuſed to tell me; 
and I thought J ought not to heſitate attacking him in his 
inmoſt receſſes: I therefore replied rather to his thoughts 


than his words, and ſaid, that as often as this affair had 


been debated in his majeſty's council, and as often as he 
had heard his miniſters. utter ſentiments different from 
mine, his majeſty might eaſily have been convinced, 


that they did it only from ſome motives of ſelf-intereſt, 
becauſe there was not the leaſt room for doubt, that one 
ſingle examination, would demonſtrate, as evidently as a 
million, that it was indiſpenſably neceſſary to prevent the 
reſt of the Low Countries from being ſubjected by Spain, 
becauſe, were ſhe to ſucceed in this, ſhe might, with 


the ſame forces, fall very roughly, and without ceremo- 
ny, upon France and England. Upon this occaſion, 


without expoſing. theſe Engliſh counſellors ſo much as I 
could, by a diſcovery of part of their intrigues, I ſo far 
acquainted the king of England with them, as to make 


him ſenſible that I was not ignorant that they had en- 


deavoured to make him turn thoſe forces againſt F rance, 
which I would perſuade him to employ againſt Spain. 
JaMEs entered of himſelf into the ſentiments with 
which I wanted to inſpire him, with reſpe& to his 
council: he told me, that he was very. far from being 
of the ſame opinion with ſome of his courtiers, in what 
concerned the ancient pretenſions of England upon 


France; chat, beſides that the preſent conjuncture 
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and political ſtate of affairs did not permit him to 
think ſeriouſly about them, he alſo conſidered theſe 


pretended rights as annulled by divine providence, 


- which irreſiſtibly gives and takes away crowns; and 
by time, whoſe preſcription was more than cente- 
nary; which words he repeated ſeveral times: that 
this conſideration being of no weight with him, he 
could therefore previouſly aſſure me, that whatever 
his final reſolution might be, at leaſt he would not 
ſuffer the United-Provinces, nor even Oſtend, to come 
under the dominion of the Spaniards: that for the pre- 
ſent J ought not to require any thing farther of him, 
nor preſs him to a concluſion, till he had firſt confer- 
red with two or three of his miniſters, whoſe know=- 
o ledge, as well as honeſty, he was well convinced of; 
that beſides, from the reflections which I had ſuggeſt- 
ed to him, he was now able to diſtinguiſh and reſiſt 
the voice of paſſion and prejudice : and laſtly, that he 
would in a ſhort time acquaint me with what might 
be farther neceſſary for me to know, in regard to his 
5 ſentiments and final reſolution. 


Isnovrp have been very glad not to have geh 


* our conference on this head ſo ſoon, but James 
broke it off, by ſaying, that he ſhould finiſh the re- 
mainder of it another time, becauſe he wanted now to 
have ſome: converſation with me concerning the duke of 
Bouillon. He informed me, that the deputies of the 
elector Palatine had ſtrongly ſolicited him in favour 
of the duke; but that, not being perfectly well ac- 
quainted wich the affair, he had refuſed to concern 
himſelf in it at all, through fear leſt he ſhould favour a 
rebel. He defired me to relate to him all the circum- 
| ſtances of it: which 1 accordingly did very ſuccinaly z 3 

ſo that he had the whole affair before him. James gave 
me his word, that however he might be ſolicited by the 
Palatine, he would never concern himſelf i in it; and 

| . ſaid, he wiſhed others would meddle as little in the af- 
75" RR 
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| fairs of the Engliſh catholics. I readily apprehended, 
by the manner in which he uttered theſe laſt words, 
that they carried with them a kind of geproach. | 
IN order to underſtand what is here meant, it is ne- 
- £eflary to be informed, that ſome time before the death 
of Elizabeth the partiſans of Spain, having, as uſual, 
the jeſuits at their head, had raiſed diſturbances in the 
three kingdoms of Great-Britain. Tho' religion was 
their pretence, their real views were political, either 
becauſe the king of Spain, as his flatterers had perſuad- 
ed him, really believed his rights to the crown of Eng- WM 
land were ſo well founded, that after the death of the 
queen he might openly declare his pretenſions, or be- 
cauſe he fought to involve the ſueceſſor of Elizabeth in 
ſuch perplexities as might prevent his engaging in any 
thing elſe. The jeſuits, upon this occaſion, very im- 
prudently, it ſhould ſeem, had differed with the Engliſh 
catholic ſecular clergy: this was chiefly occaſioned by 
their endeavouring te create a certain arch-prieſt +, 
which the Engliſh catholics would not admit of. The 
affair was brought before the Pope, who upon this c- 
cCaſien, for reaſons of which I am ignorant, neither 
concurred with thoſe jeſuits, nor Spain, but, on the con- 
trary, liſtened very favourably to the ſecular clergy, 
who had deputed three of their body to Rome, having 
i a paſſport under the hand of Cecil himſelf : which is a 
1 Proof that Elizabeth thought ſhe ought to defend the 
Bl feculars; and alſo, that ſhe looked upon the others as 
4" der real enemies. Henry had been of the ſame opini- 
on with Elizabeth, and the common intereſt had from 
. | | ; the 
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Cardinal D' Oſſat, in his letter of the 28th of May, 1601, to M. de 
Villeroi, ſays, that at the ſuggeſtion of an Engliſh jeſuit, whoſe name was 
Father Perſonio (or Parſons) rector of the Engliſh college at Rome, and de- 
voted to the king of Spain, if he was ſo to any, the Pope created in Eog- |: 
land a certain areh - prieſt, to whoſe authority all the ecclefiaftics, and even 
all the other catholics of England, were to be ſubject. By this means, 
adds he, it was propoſed to have the greater part of the 93 of Eng- - 
land under the Pope's influence, e I 
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the firſt determined him to ſupport the Engliſh clergy 
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the Engliſh catholics. James anſwered this letter 
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at the'court of Rome againſt the Spaniſh tabal. 
From hence it whs that the enemies of France had 


taken occaſion to prejudice James againſt us +, by in- 
- ſinuating to him, that Henry had ſupported the Eng- 
liſh dergy only with deſign to gain them to his own 
intereſts, and that from the ſame views with Spain. Tt 


was not difficult for me to undeceive the king of Eng- 


and in this reſpect. I repreſented to him, that Henry 
having conſidered, that to prevent the whole body of 


the catholics of Britain from entering into the Spanifh 


intereſts, was a point of the utmoſt conſequence ; he 


had therefore been indiſpenſably obliged to appear in 


their favour upon ſeveral occaſions ; but that he had 
been fo far from having had any thoughts of entering 


with them into any deſign prejudicial to his authority, 


that, on the contrary, his fole intention had been to 


oppoſe this common enemy; and that had the catho- 


lies departed in the leaſt from their duty, or even ap- 
peared fo to de, he would from that moment have 
abandoned them. Eo PULLS ADL e | 


James was ſo fully ſatisfied with this account, that 


| he acquainted me with the regulations which he me- 


ditated in regard to the roman catholics of his king- 
dom; © from your information, ſaid he, and with 
« the approbation of Henry.” He had afterwards ſe- 


veral opportunities of being convinced that I had not 
impeſed on him, particularly by a letter which the 


Pope's nuncio wrote to him from Paris, relating to 
in 


+ The king of England cannot be confidered as blameable for having 
taken umbrage againſt France upon that account, 'The ſame cardinal 


gives us to underſtand, that the political views of the Spaniſh party 


were by this means to unite the Pope, the king of France, the king df 
Spain, and the Engliſh catholics, whereby to place a catholic king upon 


the throne of England, But it is likewiſe true, that Henry IV. was 
not only ignorant of this defign, but alſo that he had acquieſced with Eli- 


zabeth in quite different purpoſes, This fact is related in the Septenna- 
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in a more obliging manner than was uſual with the 

court of London to letters received from the court of 

Rome; and being perhaps determined by my reaſons, 

he not only entered into the ſame views in regard to 

this affair which good policy had ſuggeſted to Henry, 

but it alſo ſeemed probable, that to ſecure the Engliſh 

. catholic party, he would chuſe rather to have recourſe 

.to the pope and his miniſters, than to any foreign 

prince. The pope, on his ſide, did not ſhew himſelf 
inſenſible of this preference +: one Colvil having de- 
dicated a book to him which he had wrote againſt that 

prince, when only king of Scotland, his holineſs would 
neither receive the work, nor permit the author to 

ſtay in Rome. Henry had acquainted me with this 

_circumftance, that I might, if I thought proper, re- 

late it to the king of England; and Henry had been 

informed of it in the letters which my brother wrote 
to him from Rome. 

Uron my departure, at the concluſion of this my 
ſecond audience, I was informed that this prince was 
to ſet out the Monday following to meet the queen; 
and I judged, that the audience which his majeſty pro- 
miſed to grant me on Sunday the 29th, would, on this 
account, probably be the laſt I ſhould obtain; and, as 
I was afraid I ſhould not be able to conclude my nego- 
tiation in one more, I determined to demand another 
of him before that on Sunday. James replied, that 

Lo he could not grant this requeſt, all his time being ab- 
I ſolutely engaged till Sunday; but that he would ſend 
LN his miniſters on Friday the 25th, to confer with me 
j and Prepare matters. | 
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+ We — believe either his holineſs had no concern in the political 
'4efign which I mentioned in the preceding note, as related by cardinal 
d' Oſſat; or that, perceiving it had miſcarried, he had conceived that of 
gaining, if it were poſſible, the king of England, who had at firſt ſnewn 
dimſelf ſo favourably diſpoſed to the catbolics, that it was reported he 
would become ſo himſelf; and that he had only pretended to be of the 
reſanei * in order to aſcend the throne without oppoſition. 
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Aecokpix cx, on Friday, at three o' clock in the 
afternoon, there came to me adiniral Howard, the 
earls of Northumberland and Mar, lord Mountjoy, lieu- 
tenant- general in Ireland, and the ſecretary Cecil, who 
was the ſpeaker. After the firſt compliments were 
over, Cecil told me, that the king of England thought 
he could not better ſhew his moſt Chriſtian majeſty 
how ſenfible he was, both of the uprightneſs of his in- 
tentions, and his ability in the conduct of great affairs, 
than by wholly relying upon him in alt that concerned 
the relief of Oſtend and the ſupport of the States. 

I was immediately ſenfible of this ſecretary's arti- 
bas, and the deſign of it, in thus conſtruing what I 
had ſaid to the king of England in a manner Gifferent: 
to my real.meaning. I replied, that indeed the king 
my maſter would have been extremely glad to have 
had ſome meaſures taken in Europe, to prevent the 
invaſions of Flanders by Spain; but that he was ſo far 
from having ſent rhe to give law to his Britannic majeſty, 
that he did not himſelf know what conduct to purſue 
with regard to the affairs of thoſe provinces, with the 
true ſtate of which he was not even well acquainted; 
that it was-therefore vain to think of penetrating into 
what Henry might have determined in his mind as to 
the States, becauſe, in reality, he had not as yet de- 
termined on any thing; that nothing farther could be 
concluded from what I had ſaid to his Britannic ma- 
jeſty, than that when he ſhould be well diſpoſed to- 
wards them, I: could engage that the diſpoſitions of his 
moſt Chriſtian majeſty would not be contrary to his; 
and, in a. word, that I was come about no other de- 
ſign, than to be informed of the intentions of the king 
and parliament of England. 

_ Cxecir. replied; that he had no karre Jeſi, ign 
upon me by what he had ſaid, but only to hear my 
ſentiments of the preſent ſituation of affairs, and to 

WW: whether any expedient had been thought on 
| „ in 


274 MEMOIRS Book XV. 


in the council of France, to obyiate the difficulties 
which at London this enterpriſe ſeemed to be ſo full 
of, that it appeared impoſſible to be executed. He 
confeſſed, in ſetting forth theſe pretended difficulties, 
that a pacific agreement between Spain and the Low 
Countries would, in the preſent ſituation of affairs, 
occaſion the loſs af theſe provinces. Then reafoning 
From the falſe concluſian, that there was no medium 
between ſuch an agreement and an open war with 
Spain, he endeavoured to ſhew, that the war would be 
Mill leſs agreeable than the peace, to England, which 
was already exhauſted, though at a time too when 
great expences were requiſite in conſequence of the 
coronation : and he concluded yet more peremptorily 
than before, that France muſt alone be engaged in the 
execution of her deſigns. He added, indeed, that 
England might in a year be able to ſecond them. The 
riches and power of France were alſo a ſubjedt which 
did not eſcape him. Finally, he attempted, with all 
the addreſs he was maſter of, to make me declare, that 
the king of France, being reſolved to make the buſi- 
neſs of the States his own, deſired ꝓo other favour of 
England than that of a neutrality, to which, no doubt, 
he Roll give his conſent with joy. 
_ I SAE Cecil to underſtand, by ſmiling at his laſt 
words, that he trad laid this ſnare br me in vain; and 1 
told him, that, without ſeriouſſy reply ing to propoſitions 
which I plainly perceived he had made only to give me 
au occaſion of ſpeaking, it was ſufficient for me to deſire 
him to take notice of one thing, which he ought to know r 
as well as myſelf, and this was, that England, by ſuffer- 
ing France to a& alone for ſome time before the joined 
| Her, inſtead of laying the foundation of alliance with her, 
would thereby rather lay the foundation of a rupture, 
becauſe one would expect to enjoy the conqueſts which |} 
| ſhe might make during this time, and the other would 
doubtleſs require to. "_ of them. I addreſſed ow 
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4 | him. James did not appear ſatisfied with this 
dure; he however granted him what he deſired, and 


1603. S r LL. „ 
ſelf perſonally to Cecil, and told him, that, heverthe- 


leſs, this would not prevent my agreeing with him, in 
caſe his propoſal for an union with France within a 
year had been ſincere on his part, becauſe the king - of 
France would rather chuſe to defer the declaration of war 
againſt Spain, which he mentioned, till this time, an 

war being altogether as inconvenient to France, itt 


the preſent ſituation of her affairs, as it was to England. 


Uro this occaſion, I thought I ought again to re- 
peat, and in terms the moſt explicit, that I was not 


come to propoſe to the Engliſh council a declaration 


of war from the two kings of France and England 
againſt Spain; but only to repreſent, that good poli- 
cy required them not to ſuffer the United-Provinces to 
be oppreſſed for want of ſuccours, which might be 
given them without diſturbing the quiet of the reſt of 


Europe; and to confer with his Britannic maje 


on the nature of theſe fuccours, and the other leps to 


be taken, both at preſent and in future, in favour of 


the Flemiſh. Upon this, the king's counſellors thank - 
ed me for the ſincerity with which 1 had ſpoken; and 


8 Cecil, having nothing farther to reply, told me, that 


he would go and confer with his majeſty hereupon, 
that then he would converſe with the deputies of the 
States about it, and, if I deſired it, even in my pre- 
fence, which I did not think proper to oppoſe : having 
110 this we ſeparated. 

CounT d' Aremberg, having long deferred. from. 
time to time demanding his audience, ſent at laft te 
deſire the king of England would diſpenſe with it en- 
tirely, on account of his indiſpoſition, and that he 
would only fend one of his counſellors to confer with 


Cecil was the perſon charged with this commiſſion. 
Cecil, who was perfectly well acquainted with the re- 


| ne current at that time concerning ue _ 


216 


deſirous to avoid giving any new cauſe to vilify him 
upon this occaſion, ſought to be excuſed, and deſired 
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that he might, at leaſt, have an adjunct, that is, a 
witneſs of his words and actions, though he affected 
not to receive him in that quality. This fact alone 


unanſwerably proves, that he was far from enjoying 


that favour which he was deſirous the public ſhould 


believe he abſolutely poſſeſſed. Kintore, a Scotchman, 
x, was: the perſon aſſociated with him. 


--D*'AREMBERG confined himſelf wholly to compli- 
—— and to the moſt general terms: when preſſed 
to come to particulars, he replied, that he was a ſol- 
dier, and had no ſkill in negotiation ; that he was 
come only to hear what the king of England had to 
ſay to him, and that, after him, his maſter would 
ſend a man of buſineſs. Theſe words were repeated 


and ſpread throughout London, with all the ridicule 


and contempt they deſerved ; indeed no ambaſſador 
was perhaps ever before guilty of ſo great an impru- 
dence, nor can one but with difficulty believe it of a 
people ſo acute as the Spaniards; it was of great diſ- 
ſervice to them in the Engliſh council, and brought 
part of thoſe who compoſed it to vue me; and if 


the deſigns of Spain were not hereby entirely fruſtrated, 1 


which they might have been, it. was becauſe this auk- 
ward behaviour was repaired by the addreſs of the other 
partiſans of this crown, having Cecil himſelf at their 
head, notwithſtanding his endeavours to make the con- 
trary be believed; it was even entirely forgot, when it 
was ſaid that the Spaniſh ambaſſador, who began to be 


no longer expected, would ſoon arrive. Cecil, no doubt, 


waited his arrival, to begin the diſſipation he was pre- 
paring for my projects, and the other counſellors ap- 
peared diſpoſed to fall into their former irreſolution. I 
was even informed from good hands, that it not being 
doubted, but this ambaſſador would make propoſals to 
bie Britannic majeſty, accompanied by irreſiſtible offers, 
part 


Soo 


Ep ²˙Ü L NAS RAT VT 3 
FFF ow 


63 757 OF 8. U LE 'Y. 277 | 


part of theſe counſellors had begun to draw up an ac- 


count of the debts of France and the States to England, 
whereby from the ſums contained in this account on 


one. ſide, and the treaſures /-of Spain diſburſed in 
London on the ether; nn might re Punt N | 


them. 


- WrarT was moſt remarkable in my reception on 
Sunday the 29th of June, was, that all the gentlemen 
of my retinue had the honour of being treated with a 


dinner by his majeſty, and I had that of being admitted 


to his own table. In purſuance of his majeſty's direc- 
tions, I arrived at Greenwich about ten o'clock in the 


morning, and was preſent with him at divine ſervice, in 


which there was a ſermon : he ſaid nothing particular 


to me from the time of my arrival to our ſetting down 
to table; the converſation turned almoſt entirely upon 


the chace and the weather: the heat was exceſſive, and 
much more violent than was uſual at London in this 


month. There were only Beaumont and myſelf who 
fat with James at table, where I was not a little ſur- 


Priſed to behold that he was always ſerved on the knee: 
a ſurtout, in form of a pyramid, was placed in the 
middle of the table, which contained moſt n velielns. 
and was even enriched. with diamonds. 

THE converſation continued the ſame as baba 


_ during great part of the entertainment: but an oppor- 


tunity offering for the king to ſpeak of the late queen of 
England, he did it, and, to my great regret, with ſome 
fort of contempt ; he even went ſo far as to ſay, that, 
in Scotland, -long before the death of that. princeſs,. he 
had directed her whole council, and governed all her 
miniſters,, by whom he had. been better ſerved and 
obeyed than herſelf. He then called for. ſome wine, 
his cuſtom being never to mix water with it, and hold» 
ing the glaſs in his hand towards Beaumont and me, 
he drank to the health of the king, the queen, and the 
Wee family. af France. TI returned him his 1 


and that too without forgetting his children. He in- 
clined himſelf to my ear when he heard me name them, 
and told me ſoftly, that the next health he would drink | 
ſhould be, to the double union which he meditated 
between the royal houſes. He had never till now ſaid 
a ſingle word to me about this; and I thought the op- 
portunity which he had thus taken for it was not ex- 
tremely well choſen. I failed not, however, to receive 
the propoſal with all poſſible marks of joy, and replied 
ſoftly, that I was certain would not heſitate in 
His choice between his good brother and ally, and the 
King of Spain, who had before applied to him upon the 
— ſubjedt. James, ſurpriſed at what I told him, 
informed me in his turn, that Spain had made him the 
ſame offers of the Infanta for his ſon, as ſhe had to 
'rance for the Dauphin. The king of England ap- 
peared to me to be ſtill in the ſentiments in which T | 
had left him in our laſt conference; though he gave 
me no opportunity of converſing with him in private. 
He told me, indeed, before all who were preſent, that 
he approved every thing that had been done in the laſt 
conference between the counſellors and me: that he 
would not ſuffer the States to be overwhelmed; and 
that the next day, the manner in which fuccours were 
to be granted them ſhould be ſettled. For this pur- 
| poſe, he gave orders that his counſellors ſhould, the 
next day in the afternoon, repair to London, there to 
conclude the affair with me. I thought theſe words 
ſofficiently authoriſed me immediately to put into the 
Hands of his Britannic majeſty the form of a treaty, 
which I had drawn up and brought with me; and this I 
accordingly did in the preſence of his miniſters. Having 
found means, in the courſe of the converſation, to drop 
eme few ts of the piracies of the Engliſh upon 
the French, the king ſaid, that this happened contrary 
to his intentions; and he was even angry with the 


; * miret, who appeared himſelf — mow 
cate 
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dicate what had been done. At laſt, el uber the 
company to go to bed, where he uſually paſſed part of 
the 8 and ſometimes even the whole of it. 
T xx journey which James was to have made having 
been prevented or deferred, I hoped I ſhould without 
difficulty, be able to find an opportunity of telling him 
what I had yet to ſay ; and this gave me ſome confola- 
tion for having done fo little this day. For notwith- 
ſtanding what has here been ſaid of reſolutions and fuc- 
cours in ſupport of the States, I was not ignorant that 
affairs were not as yet brought to the iſſue which 1 
deſired; for the king of England ſtill referred me, 
for the concluſion of them, to the fame perſons as be- 
fore; and theſe, I very well knew, were not diſpoſed 
in my favour: nor did Barnevelt and the deputies from 
Hence draw a more happy preſage, for they were very 


far from conſidering themſelves as having ſucceeded in 


their offenſive and defenſive alliance with France and 
England with which they had ſometimes flattered them- 
ſelves. They reſolved to make a final effort with me, 
that they might at leaſt ſecure France in their intereſts. 
Fox this purpoſe Barnevelt repaired to me before any 
of the athers, and after having made me acquainted 
with his apprehenſions in regard to the preſent ſituation 
of affairs, and the effects of the arrival of the Spaniſh 
ambaſſador, which was always ſaid to be very near, 
he told me, that the Hollanders, being reduced to the 
Joweft ebb of deſpair, would abandon every thing, and 
ſeek an aſylum out of their provinces. Barnevelt ob- 
ferved, from my reply, that I was not the dupe of his 
exaggerations: I told him, that it was the Englith 
Council, and not I, which was to be perſuaded; becauſe 
I was ſufficiently convinced the States were really in a 
perplexed ſituation. He endeavoured to prove to me, 
that if nothing could be obtained of the king of England, 
good policy required that France ſhould openly and 
alone eſpouſe the cauſe of the United Provinces, before 
2 their 
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their ſtrength and ſpirits were entirely ſpent and ex- 
1 hauſted. I replied, that he required of me what was not 
in my power, becauſe I was come to London only, if it 
were poſſible, to enter into an aſſociation with the 

Engliſh, and in ode: they. refuſed this, to wn _ 
| reaſons. 


— - — . Ns — — _ 
9——* oy EI — ee Ee ene — —— — ͤ Zàm 2 —— 
<> Shs by p — pron — — 
« — — 
— _ _ 
a — 2 Coe 1 I 
ge pr — 13 


ern 
SPE. es da] 


Book XV. 


AFTER this, we had ſome diſcourſe hot the towns 


deftined for cautionaries. Barnevelt informed me, that 


Cecil in a conference with Caron, one-of the Flemiſh 


deputies, had given him to underfland, that England, 
being reſolved to maintain peace with Spain, would re- 
quire Holland to make the ceſſion of thoſe places as a 
ſecurity; and in conſequence of this ceſſion, Cecil only 
promiſed him, that theſe towns ſhould be preſerved in 
a ſtri& neutrality, till the payment of the States debt. 
Barnevelt, who perceived that this affair appeared to me 


as intereſting as it really was, acquainted me, though 
with all the reſerve which ought to be obſerved by a-man 


entruſted upon oath with the ſecrets of his council, that 
the States had put things in ſuch a train, that the council 


of London would have many difficulties to remove be- 
fore it could ſee itſelf in poſſeſſion of thoſe places. But 


from hence he alſo inferred, in order to gain his point 


with me, that as the conſequence of this would probably 


be a war between England and the United Provinces, 


it was therefore for this reaſon that he preſſed. me im- 
mediately to join the forces of France with theirs, 
without which there would be no equality between the 
parties. I confeſſed to Barnevelt, that I could not 
blame the reſolution of his maſters; but that the king 


of France, upon this occaſion, could only:lament their 


ſituation, not being in a condition to ſupport them with | 
open force againſt Spain and England together. 
Ix the afternoon, all the Flemiſh deputies came in 


A body to aſſiſt in the conference; and ſoon after. them 


the Engliſh counſellors, appointed by his. Britannic 


majsſey, allo. arrived. Cecil — as uſual, the 
* 
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he Fi all of SRD PAR bs 3 directly, that 
the king of England was really in the intereſts of the 
ſtates.. And turning to me, he aſked me, whether this 
was not what I deſired, and the real deſign of my#com- 
miſſion? I concealed what I did but too plainly perceive, 
from this blunt haſty procedure of the ſecretary; and 
inſtead of giving him a direct anſwer, I addreſſed myſelf 
to the. deputies, and told them, that two great kings 
deſigning to intereſt themſelves in their affairs, they 
ought therefore juſtly to repreſent the ſtate of them, 


0 that from a full and perfect knowledge of their neceſſity, 


the ſuccours which they wanted might be aſcertained. 
Barnevelt, as uſual, drew a picture of the miſeries to 
which Spain had reduced them; and theſe he deſcribed 
in as lively and affecting a manner as he poſſibly could. 
But to come more immediately to the buſineſs, he ſaid, 
it was neceſſary that the Spaniards ſhould be driven 
entirely out of Flanders; and that the States were in 
hopes of being able to ſucceed i in this in the ſpace of a 
year, by means which he deduced in the following 
manner: That the whole force of the United-Provinces 
amounted to about twelve or fifteen thouſand infantry, 
not including the garriſons, and three thouſand cavalry, 
beſides fifty ſnißs actually in a condition to ſerve, with 
artillery and ammunition in proportion; that therefore 
nothing more was neceſſary, than for the two kings to 


double theſe forces, by furniſhing | an equal number of | 


each as above mentioned. 

I was apprehenſive theſe „„ meals not 
be received very favourably ; and that I might not 
appear to authoriſe the deputies in demands which 
were really too great, I told Barnevelt, that. he ſhould 
have been. more careful only to aſk what could be 
granted. I then aſked Cecil, in a manner ſomewhat 
peremptory, to acquaint me what were the real inten- 
tions of his maſter, in regard to what was here pro- 


poſed to him. Cecil replied, that his Britannic majeſty 
pet: would 


a2 


* 


that he had no deſire to ruin himſelf for them. 
avoided entering upon any particulars, in regard to the 


ſand cavalry, and England one half of that number; 
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would have been glad to have maintained himſelf in a 
ſolid and ſincere peace with all his neighbours ; that, 
as far as could be judged from the ſtate of France, and 
from mere appearances, his moſt Chriftian majeſty was 
probably of the ſame fentiments. Nevertheleſs, that 
from the remonſtrances which 1 had made to the king 
ef England, this prince was determined to purſue the 
medium between his own deſires and thoſe of the 
States, that is, he would conſent privately to aſſiſt the 
United Provinces : that perhaps a time might come 
. when more could be done for them, but that at preſent 
they muſt expeQ nothing farther. 

Tre deputies, not doubting but this reſolution was 
really fixed, withdrew to confer among themſelves |if 
upon what had been ſaid by Cecil, who in the mean 
time continuing his diſcourſe, ſaid, that indeed the king 


of England was willing to aſſiſt the States, but 
He 


nature of theſe pretended ſuccours, that he might not 
be afterwards anſwerable for any promiſes or poſitive 
engagements; but he ſaid, that in caſe Spain ſhould 
carry her reſentment fo far 25 nally to attack the 
two kings, protectors of the liberty of Flanders, in 
order to make all things equal on both ſides, France li 
muſt contribute eight thouſand mfantry and two thou- 


and the ſame rule might be obſerved in regard to the 
ſquadrons which it would be neceſſary to have upon 
the coaſt of Spain, and in the Indies; and he farther 
declared, that England had no fund to defray the ex- 
8 of theſe forces, except the money owing from 
rance, which was to be paid in two years; but that 

the king of England would e ſacrifice it for the 
ſervice of the common cauſe. : 
I was extremely diſſatisfied at the Engliſh ſecre- 
oy s thus endeavouring to avoid coming to any poſitive 
agreement, 


and for the relief of Oſtend ; that, after this, whether 
the council of his Britiſh majeſty might be inclined to 
a war, or whether it might be forced into one by 
Spain, there would be many other conſiderable matters 
to diſcuſs, in regard to the following ſuppoſitions; firſt, 
that this crown ſhould attack only one of the two kings, 
or ſhould attack them both; ſecondly, that the two 
kings ſhould declare themſelves the aggreſſors; and, 
laſtly, that they ſhould endeavour to make conqueſts 
upon the Spaniards in the Low- Countries. | | 
: To make Cecil yet more ſenfible that he ſcarce en- 
. tered at all into the affair, I repreſented to him, that, 
n caſe of the rupture with Spain, which he mentioned, 
o render the ſuperiority in favour of the two kings, 
chat of France, befides twenty thouſand men which 
be would have in Flanders, would alſo be indiſpenſably 
| obliged to have the ſame number upon the frontiers of 
Guienne, Languedoc, Provence, Dauphiny, and Breſſe, 
not to mention the {ſquadrons of gallies which he muſt 
_ alſo have to ſecure the Mediterranean; that it was 
_ neceſlary even now to determine theſe matters, and to 
prevent being expoſed to a thouſand perplexing diſ- 
_ cufſions, ſufficient to deſtroy the harmony between the 
allied princes, Stet 
Tux replying more particularly to what Cecil 
had ſaid, 1 told him, I could not conceive for what 
. reaſons he was for calting upon the king of France the 
whole or greateſt part of the expence of a war, in 
e- which Henry would be only equally concerned with 
= the king of England; that if by ſuch. means the 
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Britiſh council ſought to diſtreſs Henry, it but ill un- 
derſtood its intereſts, nor copſidered that, though an 


equality of expences ſhould be ſtipulated, France would 


certainly have other expences to defray, perhaps even 
greater than theſe: ſuch were thoſe for the defence of 
her coaſts and frontiers, which, by diverting part of 
the enemy's forces, would not be leſs ſerviceable to 
England than to France. I added, that, for all theſe L 
_. reaſons, I thought the Engliſh council took a very im- 
proper time to demand the payment of the ſum lent to 
France; that Henry was ſo far from expecting any | 
ſuch matter, that he had given me no orders about it; 
that I only knew, from the place which I filled in the 
council of finances, that his intention was to diſcharge 
it by annual payments, as had been agreed with the late 
queen; and that within the current year he propoſed to 
pay two hundred thouſand livres; but again, that the 
Britiſh council took a very wrong method to obtain the 


payment of this debt, by ſhewing, from their unreaſon- 


and good faith, and Jaboured only for the public good. 
Wr I ſaid made not the impreſſion upon my 


he made uſe only of double expreſſions, vague propo- 


ſals, and falſe meanings, being perfectly ſenſible that 
reaſon was not on his ſide. The moderation and ſin-⸗ 
cerity which I oppoſed to his ill deſigning ſubtilties, 
forced him into contradictions, which, when by a ſingle | 
word I made him feel the ridiculouſueſs of what he 
2 ſaid, mu him into confuſion. Sometimes thinking to 


able difficulties and ſuſpicions, that their ſole view was 
more and more to exhauſt. France; which conduct was 
very malignant, and abſolutely oppoſite to that of Henry, 
who, in all his actions, manifeſted. nothing but honeſty 


hearers which I deſired; on the contrary, the Engliſh 
+ took fire, and proteſted, if any thing farther was in⸗ 
ſiſted on, they would abandon the States entirely. Cecil 
more eſpecially, in this conference, completed his 
making himſelf known to me for what he really was; 


intimidate | 
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| intimidate! me, he magnified the forces of ee 
ſometimes he endeavoured to ſhew the advantages to 
England of the pretended offers of Spain; he watched 
opportunities to wreſt any words which might drop 
from me of the deputies to his advantage, and even 
maliciouſly ſuppoſed that we had ſaid things which we 
never thought of; he proceeded ſo far, as to ed - 
to raiſe diſcord between me and the deputies, by caſt-⸗ 
ing upon me the refuſal of openly aſſiſting the States: 
MW be, and his collegues by his direction, demanded that 
France ſhould immediately pay to England, in part of 
what ſhe owed, forty or fifty thouſand pounds ſterling; 
and he told the deputies, that theſe ſums ſhould be em- 
ployed for the relief of their moſt preſſing neceſſities, 
and, upon my refuſal, they all ſaid it could be imputed 
only to me, becauſe, ſaid they, all the money in France 
was in my diſpoſal. If all the merit of thoſe we 
uſually call able politicians conſiſts in thus endeavour- 
ing to enſnare the open and undeſigning, and to make 
© \i theſe bear the blame of their wickedneſs, while they 
at the ſame time enjoy all the benefits of it, a politician 
is then truly a very deſpicable thing. What piqued. 
me the moſt was to ſee that theſe miniſters, who were 
7 bvere only to ſet forth the intentions of the king, im- 
pudently ſubſtituted: their own inſtead of them; for 1 
knew well, and was firmly perſuaded, from the manner 
in which this prince had talked to them in my pre- 
ſence, that he had given them quite contrary commands. 
Tx deputies, who had returned, and were preſent 
during this, again retired, greatly diſſatisfied no doubt, 
and in more perplexity then before; whereupon Cecil 
again changed his battery: he ſaid, that ſince the king 
of France could not enter into a war but in conjunction 
with England, the latter could not do it, unleſs her 
expences therein were defrayed by France and the 
States; which neither of them being really able to do, 
the beſt conduct therefore _— the two kings could 
purſue, h 
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with ſincerity. 


As I did not think proper to . any randy within, = 
the Engliſh, believing perhaps that they had gained 
their point with me, ſaid, they would relate to the 
king every thing which had paſſed in the conference, 


and would demand an audience from him for me, 
wherein all things ſhould be expeditiouſly ſettled on this 


footing, and this audience would: probably be my laſt, E 
and that wherein I ſhould take my leave, becauſe, after 


this, nothing more would remain to be done. If I'kept 
ſilence upon this occaſion, moſb certainly it was not 
becauſe I acquieſced: | in what they ſaid; on the con- 


trary, the manner in which they had again: expoſed 
themſelves, and as it were confeſſed themſelves to be 
lars: and impoſtors, had inſpired me with the utmoſt 
contempt for them; but I judged, that expoſtulation or 
paſſion would be ſo far from making them quit a reſo- 
lution which they had concerted together, that perhaps 
it might rather tend to promote a rupture, whereas, as 
matters were at preſent ſituated; friendſhi pat leaſt ſub- 
ſiſted between the two kings, and as this friendſhip 1 
might be more ſtrongly cemented' by a double marriage 
(which was publicly talked of) ſome more favourable |} 
opportunity: might probably hereafter occur. However, 


I did not abſolutely deſpair: of the ſucceſs of my com- 


miſſion, becauſe I-thought I perceived the king had no ! 


concern in the deſigns, which his counſellors: thus endea- 
voured to put in execution 


To: come at a certainty in reſpect to hin WAS ; whit : 
I propoſed in my third audience, for I do not conſider |] 
as ſuch: my reception on Sunday. Cecil had demanded |} 
it t:for me AN king;. ad this. prince. ſent Erſkine | 
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purſes, would be to continue to live in friendſhip, but 
without intermeddling with any foreign diſputes what- 
ſoe ver. This, probably, was what the ſecretary reallyß 
propoſed; and, notwithſtanding the length and fre- 
quency of his diſcourſes, was all he had ever uttered 
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to tell ma, that it 1 ha on the Pu after the con- 


ference here related, and that I ſhould. bring but few., 


of my retinue with. me, becauſe he wanted, to, diſcourſe 
with me in particular; and this was, further confirmed 
to me by a Scotch lord, who: was extremely intimate 
with my friend the earl of Mar. The lords, Hume 
and Seaford. about. noon came to. accompany me from 
London, and, upon my landing at. Greenwich, I was. 
received by the earl of Derby, who. conducted me. into 
the king's apartment. T had with me. anly, four gentle 
men and two ſecretaries. 

Tux king of England took me by the hand, and, 
commanding that none ſhquld: Follow him, be led me: 
through his cabinet into, his gallery, the door of which 
he alſo ſecured, He embraced me twice, with ex- 
preſſions that ſhewed bow greatly he was, ſatisfied, with 
the king of France and; me, and how ſenſible he was of 


his moſt Chriſtian, majeſty's having ſent him the mam 


who, of all his kingdom, was moſt neceſlary to, him ; 
he inſiſted, that making uſe of the preſent opportunity, 
I ſhould. ſp peak to him without any reſerve. This mo- 
ment CS ſeemed. favourable to me, to complain to 


him of his miniſters; and, after the uſual complimentary 


thanks, I accordingly. told him, that it was much more 
advantageous to me in all reſpects to confer with him 
than, his counſellors, who, after having very ill executed, 
his orders, in. the: laſt conference, had: alſo, without: 
doubt, given him. a falſe account of what had paſſed, 
between, them and me and the Flemiſh. deputies ; and 
I. promiſed, if, he would give me leave, to give him. a 
ſincere and juſt relation 1 every thing. 

Tux king approving; my propoſal, I acquainted. him 
with all that had paſſed: between us the preceding; 
evening ; I inſiſted = eſpecially upon the demand 
to diſcharge the debt owing to England, and on the 
aſperſion upon his moſt. Chriſtian. majeſty and me, 
with which, it had been accompanied; I. added, N 

| _ alter 


N — PEP IND e 8 a ö ere $0 | ne 
TY * 7 Ne 7 A EE HS 6 Te IT ce bh N * n 
2 1 eee ba © 7 S * 
Y XI * * * * 
AE 
” 8 . * 


256 MEMOIRS Bock XV. 
after having filled my letters to Henry only with elogies 


on the generoſity, the prudence, and the perfect friend- 


ip of the prince to whom I had the honour of ſpeak- 
ing, and this becauſe he. himſelf had authoriſed me to 


do it, both by his words and actions, I ſhould be 


obliged, on a ſudden, to write to him in a quite con- 


trary ſtyle, without having any reaſon to alledge for it, 


other than difficulties entirely frivolous, the king my |? 
maſter could not but think 1 had acted the part of a 
flattering, and perhaps an ' unfaithful miniſter, to the 


intereſts with which he had intruſted me ; and it would 
beſides, be conſidered as the effe& of a determined 


. friendſhip with Spain, from whence, perhaps, a rup- 
ture might enſue between the two kings, whoſe intereſt 


as well as inclination required their continuing in a 


conſtant ſtate of union. I thought I ought not to heſitate 4 


upon informing the king of England, that there were 
Fveral of thoſe whom he admitted into his council who 
were neither well diſpoſed in themſelves, nor well 


affected to his perſon; that, without naming them to 


him, he ought to conſider as ſuch all thoſe who appeared 


ſio little ſolicitous for his glory, and the honour of his 


crown, as to adviſe him, under the name of an ally, 
to render himſelf the ſlave of Spain; that he would do 


well to be, in ſome degree, diffident of ſuch perſons 
whoſe characters he was not perfealy well acquainted 
With, and to be guided rather by his own wiſdom, 


than the repreſentations of his miniſters. 


I was no difficult matter to inſpire the king of 


England with a diffidence of his miniſters, for he 


was naturally but too much inclined to it. The | 
change which 1 perceived in his countenance when 


he heard my laſt words, his geſture, and ſome ex- 


preſſions that eſcaped him, convinced me my obſer- | 
vation was juſt; I even thought I plainly perceived, 
that either from an effect of this diffidence, or from 
the praiſes" I laviſned on him, this prince was at laſt | 


_ 
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in ag ane nn tes I could wiſn him; I 
therefore embraced this opportunity to introduce in our 
converſation ſome general hints of a project, by which, 
with the aſſiſtance of his Britannic majeſty, the tran- 
quillity. of all Europe might be ſecured... Having, ſaid 
this, I remained ſilent, as though I had been appre- 
henſive of fatiguing him by too To, a diſcourſe: but 1 
knew the curioſity of James would be excited by the 
little I had ſaid; accordingly he replied, that my diſ- 
courſe; had not appeared tedious to him, but that it 
would be proper to know what o clock it was. He 
went out, and aſked ſome of his courtiers whom he 
found at the end of the; gallery, and they telling him 
that it was not three o'clock, © « Well, Sir, Taid the king 
t to me, returning, I will break off the party for the 
ce chace which I had made for this day, that I may hear 
© you to the end; and this employment will, Iam per 
e ſuaded, be of more ſervice to me than the other.” _ 
Tux reaſon that induced me to hazard a ſtep of ſuch 
conſequence, as that of communicating. to king James 
the great deſign upon Spain and all Europe, which had 
been concerted between Henry and Elizabeth, was, that 
being perſuaded this prince was already of himſelf in- 
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; clined to the alliance with F, rance, be only wanted to 
8 be deter mined in this reſolution from ſome great and 
d noble motive and becauſe, on the other ſide, his mi- 


niſters conſtantly, brought him back; to their manner of 
thinking, apparently becauſe he could not ſupport him 
ſelf againſt them, from a perſuaſion that they oppoſed 
his ſentiments only through ignorance of them.  How- 
ever, this did not prevent my taking the following pre-. 
caution; which I judged to be very neceſſary. 

1, THEREFORE: reſurned 755 diſcourſe, and told kin, 
that, without doubt he had | ſometimes thought, and 


on ET TT 


d, with good reaſon, that a man in poſſeſſion of the places 

m and honours with which I was known to be inveſted, 

aſt never quitted his poſt but for a N e occaſion; 
m 


Vor. III. 9 | that 
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that this was my caſe; that the 9 mn 
was only to require an union between France and 
England, yet nevertheleſs, from the opinion Thad con- 
Sec which fame had not been Mejit in reporting, 

of his genus and abilities, 1 hac reſolved, before I quit- 
ted the kingdom, to diſcourſe with his Britannic ma- 
jeſty on ſomething 1 infinitely more conſiderable; but 
that what 1 had to acquaint him with was of ſuch a 
nature, that I could not reveal it to him without ex- 
poſing myſelf to ruin, unleſs he would engage by the 
moſt ſolemn oath to keep it à ſecret. James, Who fiſ- 
tened to me with a profound attention, heſitated how- 
ever at taking the oath which 'Trequired'; and, to ren- 
der it unneceſſary, he endeavoured himſelf to diſcover 
what it was of ſo intereſting a nature which I had to 
communicate to him. But finding my anſwers to the 
different queſtions which he ſucceſſively aſked me gave 


commiffi on 


him not the leaſt light into the affair, he ſatisfied me at : 


| laſt by the moſt ſacred and ſolemn of all en I mean 
that of the holy ſacrament. A pg. 

' Troven'T had now mhothfin to mow Aris TT in- 
diſcretion, yet, however, I carefully weighed all' m 
words; and beginning with an article, in which I knew 
the king of England was moſt interefted, 1 mean reli- 
gion, 1 told him, that howev er F might ppear to him 
engaged in worldly” honours” and affairs, and how 
indifferent ſoe ver he might perhaps have ſuppoſed” me 
to be in matters of reli Go yer it was no leſs certain 
that T was attached to mine, even ſo much as to pre- 
fer it to my family, fortune, country, and even king, 


that I had neglected nothing which might incline the 
king my maſter to eſtabliſh it in France pon ſdlid foun- : 
dations, being under great apprehenfi ons leſt it might ; 
one day be overwhelmed by ſo 'powerful"a'fa&ion as 
that of an union of the pope, the Empetbr, Spain, the 
archdukes, the catholic princes of Germany, ang o 


many other ſtates and communities intereſted | in ĩts ll 
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preſſion; that my ſucceſs hitherto had been tolera: 
ble; but that perhaps I was indebted for it only to 
junQures: purely political, which had engaged Henry 
in a party oppoſite to the houſe of Auſtria. Thatibes 
cauſe theſe circumſtances might change, or becauſe Tz 
who was the only perſon that would uſe any endea- 


vours to make Henry continue firm in this political 


plan, might loſe my place and his favour, I-did not ſee 
how the king of France could reſiſt a party, which 
both his religion, and the example of others, would 
call upon him to embrace. That this conſideration 
had long inſpired me with the thoughts of finding a 
perſon for the execution of this deſign, who by his rank 
and power would be more proper than me to accom- 
pliſh it, and fix Henry in his ſentiments. That hay 
ing found all that I had ſought for in the prince to 
whom I had the honour of ſpeaking, my choice: had 
not been difficult to fix. In a word, that it depended 
only upon himſelf to immortalize his memory, and 
become the arbitrator of the fate of Europe, by a de- 
ſign to which he would always appear to have put the 
finiſhing. hand, though he might not be more concern 
ed in the execution than his moſt Chriſtian majeſty. 
TuERE remained only to explain to him the nature _ 
of this deſign, of which at firſt I gave nothing, farther 
than a general idea, under the notion of a project for 
an aſſociation of all the princes and ſtates in Europe, 

whoſe intereſt it was to diminiſh the power of the 
houſe of Auſtria, the foundation of which ſhould be an 
offenſive and defenſive alliance between France, Eng- 
land, and Holland, cemented by the cloſeſt union of the 
twoiroyal:houſes of Bourbon and Stuart. 'Lrepteſents. 
ed this aſſociation in a light which ſhewed it might be 
very eaſily formed. There was not the leaſt difficult 
in regard to Denmark, Sweden, in a word, all the pto- 
teſtant princes and ſtates; and it might be rendered 
e eee to engage in it the catholic 
* 1 
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princes alſo: for example, the turbulent and ambitious 
diſpoſition of the duke of Savoy might be ſoothed with 
hopes of obtaining the title of king; and the princes of 
Germany, with promiſes to diſtribute among them 
thoſe parts of it which the houſe of Auſtria poſſeſſed, 
as Bohemia, Auſtria, Hungary, Moravia, Sileſia, &c. 
ndnd to re-eſtabliſh their antient privileges: even the 
1 pope himſelf might be gained, by granting him the 
1 ny bf thoſe countries of which he only poſſeſſed 
| the feodality. In regard to the king of France, though 
\f J endeavoured to perſuade James that he had hitherto 
had no concern in this project, which I pretended was 
entirely of my own forming; I, however, ſaid, that 
i when I ſhould have communainted: it to him, I e. 
1 ſafely engage he would have no thoughts, either of 
retaining any conqueſts which might be made, or of 
„ being recompenſed for them; though, according to M | 
| appearances, the greateſt part of the burthen would 
i fall upon him, as well in the expences neceſſary for 
I the carrying on the enterpriſe, as his own perſonal ſer- 
vices. I imagined it was moſt proper to give the af- 
fair this turn in regard to Henry, that he might not be 
under too abſolute an obligation. 

ITux king of England immediately ſtarted Cs bb 
jeftions, upon the difficulty of uniting ſo. many differ- 
ent princes ſo differently diſpoſed.; the ſame nearly 
which Henry had made when we had laſt diſcourſed 
upon: it at Montglat, upon his return from Metz: 
though from the ſlight ſketch which I had given him 
of the. deſign, he, however, appeared highly to ap- 

prove it, and expreſſed a deſire of being more circum- 
ſfſtantially informed of it. In conformity with which | 
deſire; the following is the x (Raney of wihah 1 Ja to 
 Hhis/Britannic majeſty. : ; 22 
EUROPE is divided i into h two a which are Rk 
ſo juſtiy diſtinguiſhed by their different religions, be- 


cauſe. SATIN and e are confounded toge- 
a ther 
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ther in almoſt all places, as they are by their political 
intereſts ; the firſt is compoſed of the pope, the Empe- 
ror, Spain, Spaniſh Flanders, part of the princes and 
towns of Germany and Switzerland, Savoy, the catho- 
lic ſtates of Italy, which are Florence, Ferrara, Man- 
tua, Modena, Parma, Genoa, Lucca, &c. Herein 
likewiſe muſt be compriſed, the catholics diſperſed in 
other parts of Europe, at the head of which may. be 
placed the turbulent order of Jeſuits, whoſe views, no 
doubt, are to ſubject every thing to the Spaniſh monar- 
chy. The ſecond includes the kings of France, Eng- 
land, Scotland, Ireland, Denmark, and Sweden; the 
republic of Venice, the - 'United-Provinces, and the 


other part of the princes and towns of Germany and 


Switzerland: I do not take in Poland, Pruſſia, Livonia, 
Muſcovy, and Tranſilvania, though theſe countries are 
ſubject to the chriſtian religion, becauſe the wars in 
which they are almoſt continually engaged with. the 
Turks and Tartars, render them in ſome manner fo- 
reign in regard to thoſe of the weſtern part of Europe... 
WERE the power to be eſtimated in proportion to 


the pomp of titles, the extent of territories, and the 


number of inhabitants, it appears, on the ſlighteſt 
glance, not very favourable to the ſecond of theſe fac- 
tions, and the ſuperiority would apparently be deter- 
mined in favour of the firſt: nevertheleſs, nothing is 
more erroneous than ſuch an opinion, which may thus 
be proved; Spain, which muſt here be named firſt of 
ber faction (though from rank and dignity ſhe is only 
the third) becauſe ſhe is in reality the ſoul of it ; Spain, 
I ſay, including her dominions in the Eaſt and Weſt⸗ 
Indies, does indeed poſſeſs an extent of territory as large 
as Turkey and Perſia together. But if it be true (and 
that it is ſo cannot be doubted) that the new world, in 
recompence of its gold and other riches, deprives Spain 
both of her ſhips and inhabitants, this immenſe extent of 
territory, inſtead of being ſerviceable, is burdenſome. 


| To 
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Ap if we conſider the other powers of this party, 
we ſhall every where find reaſon to diminiſh our ordi- 


nary ideas. The pope ſeems firmly attached to Spain; 


and, ſurrounded as he is on all ſides by this formidable 
power, and having no reaſon to expect ſuccours from 
any of the other catholic princes, it is, no doubt, his in- 
tereſt to be ſo. But as he does, in fact, conſider his 
ſituation as but little different from real firvitude; and as 
he is not ignorant that Spain and the Jeſuits only make 
a vain appearance of ſupporting his authority, it may, 
doubtleſs, be concluded, he only wants an opportunity 
to free himſelf from the Spaniſh yoke, and that he 
would readily embrace a party which ſhould offer to ren- 
der him their ſervice, without the running any great 
riſky and Spain has in reality this opinion of him. 

Is regard to the emperor, he has nothing in com- 
mon with Spain except his name, which ſeems only to 


ferve to encreaſe the jealouſies and quarrels which ſo 


frequently ariſe between theſe two branches of Auſtrian 
power: beſides, what is his power ? it conſiſts merely 
in its title. Hungary, Bohemia, Auſtria, and other 
neighbouring coumries, are little better than empiy 
names. Expoſed as he is, on one ſide, to incurſions of 
the formidable armies of the grand ſignior ; liable, on 
the other ſide, to ſee the territories under his dominion 


tear themſelves in pieces, by the multiplicity and diver- 


ſity of the religions which they contain; under conti- 
nual apprehenſions alſo, leſt the electoral princes ſhould 
riſe and make an attempt to regain their ancient privi- 
leges. Indeed the preſent emperor, all things juſtly con- 
ſidered, might perhaps be claſſed among the moſt incon- 


ſiderabie of the European powers: beſides, this Auſtri- 


an branch appears to me ſo deſtitute of good ſubjects, 
that if it hath not ſoon a prince, either brave or wiſe 
enough to unite the different members of which Ger- 
many is compoſed, it will have every thing to fear from 


the princes” of its circles, whoſe only aim it is, to get 
| | their 
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their liberty, in religion and, election, reſtored to them. 


Ido not, exgept even the elector of Tony. though he 


appears the moſt ſincerely attached to the emperor, as 
to him of whom he holds his principality, becauſe it is 
evident his religion muſt, ſooner op later, ſet him at 


variance with his benefactor. But ſuppoſing the em- 


peror to receive all the returns, of gratitude which he 


can expect from this elector, this will amount to no- 
thing, or but very little, ſo long as he ſhall be under 
apprehenſions from the hranch of Jaku-Frederic, 99 


he has deprived of this electorate. 


Tnus, from a thorough examination of all particu- 
lars, it appears, that almoſt. all the powers on which 
Spain ſeems to depend for aid, are either but little at- 
tached to. her, or capable of doing her little ſervice. 


No one is ignorant, that the general view of the princes, 


and cities both ef.) Germany and Switzerland. i is to de- 
liver themſelves from the dominion of the emperor, 
and even to aggrandiſe themſelves at his expence. Nor 
has he any greater. dependence on the eccleſiaſtical | 
princes, than on the others. A et emperor 1s, 
what they moſt, wiſh, provided. he is. not a proteſtant. 
Nothing could give the archdukes a greater pleaſure, 
as much Spaniards as they, ate, than a regulation, by | 
which they ſhould, in Flanders, become ſovereigns in- 
dependent of Spain, .weary at length of being only her 
ſervants. It is the fear of France alone that binds the 
duke of Savoy to the Spaniards; for he naturally hates 
them, and has never forgiven the king of Spain, for, 
doing ſo much leſs for the daughter which he beſtow- 
ed, upon, him, than for her younger ſiſter... As to Italy, 
it need only be obſerved, that it will be obliged to ac- 


quieſce in the will of the ſtronger party. 


Ir is therefore certain, that the ſecond of t. the fadtie. 
ons here deſcribed has nothing to fear, provided it un- 
derſtands its own intereſts well enough: to continue in 


= Ani: of union. Nee alſo certain, 52 
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in this ſcheme ace ſo nat ural motives to diſunion do 


not occüf; and that all of them, even that eaüſed by 
the difference of religion, which in ſome ſort is the on- 
Iy one, ought to give place to the hatred againſt Spain, 
which is the great and common motive by which theſe 
powers are animated. Where is the prince, in the 
leaſt jealous of his glory, who would refuſe to enter 
into an aſſociation ſtrengthened by four ſuch powerful 
kings as thoſe of France, England, Sweden, and Den- 
Ba. cloſely- united? It was a ſaying of Elizabeth's, 
that nothing could reſiſt theſe four Bowers, in ' frriet al- 
liance with each other 3 £ 
TnkEsz truths being Appoteg it ly remains to ex- 
amine, by What methods the houſe of Auſtria may be 
reduced to the monarchy of Spain, and to poſſeſs that 
dominion only. Theſe methods conſiſt either in arti- 
fice or force, and I have two means for each of thefe. 
The firſt of the ſecret means is, to diveſt the houſe of 
Auſtria of the Indies; Spain having no more right to 
prohibit an intercourſe with theſe countries to the reſt 
of the Europeans, than ſhe has to deſtroy their natural 
inhabitants; and all the nations of Europe having alſo 
a liberty to make eſtabliſnments in the new-diſcovered 
countries as ſoon as they have paſſed the line, this en- 
terpriſe would therefore be eaſily executed, only by 
equipping three fleets, each containing eight thouſand 
men, all provided and victualled for ſix months; Eng- 
land to furniſh the ſhips, Flanders the artillery and am- 
munition, and France, as the moſt powerful, the money 
and ſoldiers. There would be no occaſion for any 
other agreement, than that the eee, countries 
ſhould be equally divided. : * 
'DukinNG this, the ſecond of theſe means ſhould bis 
ſecretly prepared, upon @ccaſion of the ſucceſſion to 
Cleves, and the death of the Emperor, which cannot 
be far diſtant, in ſuch manner, that under favour of 
mne opportunities which theſe two ineidents might 


furniſh, | 
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furniſh, reaſons might be found to diveſt the houſe of 
Auſtria of the empire, and her other dependencies in 


Germany, and therein to reſtore the antient Tee er ; 


of eledtion, 1 

Tux firſt of the two open and n means 1.4 in 
conjunction to take up arms, and drive the Spaniards 
entirely out of Flanders, in order to erect this ſtate into 
a free and independent republic, bearing only the title 


of a member of the empire; and this, when the forces 
of the allies are conſidered, will not be found difficult. 


The United Provinces, comprehending in them Liege, 
Juliers, and Cleves, form a. triangle; the firſt ſide of 
which, from Calais to Embden, is. entirely towards the 


fea : : the ſecond is AE ® hin VIZ. Wo 9 5 — 


% wy, 


3 alt e to ſecure theſe this ſides i in- 575000 à man- 
ner that they may be inacceſſible to Spain, which may be 
done without difficulty, England taking upon her the 
firſt, France the ſecond, the electors and the other inte- 
beet princes the thits, All the towns which ſhould 
happen to be upon this line, except perhaps Thionville,, 


which might require to be forced, would, upon a menace: 


to be put under contribution, immediately ſubmit. 
Tx ſecond of the two laſt means, is for the league 
ahoyo-mentioned generally. and in concert to declare. war 


againſt Spain and the whole houſe of Auſtria. What is. 


moſt eſſential to obſerve in regard to this war, is, that 
France and England ſhould renounce all pretences to; 
any ſhare of the conqueſt, and.relinquiſh. them to thoſe: 
powers who were not of themſelves capable of giving; 
umbrage to the others. Thus. Franche-Compté, Al- 
face, and Tirol, naturally fall to the Switzers. The: 
duke of Savoy ought to have Lombardy, to be erected, 
with his other dominions, into a kingdom; the king 
Aae of. N aples falls to the pope, as being. moſt. conve- 
O 5 : nient: 
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nient to him; Sicily to the Venetians, with what may 
be convenient for them in Iſtria and Friuli. Thus it 
appears, tlie moſt ſolid foundation of this confederacy 
would arife from all the parties being gainers by it. 
The reſt of Italy, ſubject to its petty princes, might 
erhaps be ſuffered to continue under its preſent form of 
government, provided that all theſe little ſtates were 
altogether conſidered as compoſing only one body or re- 
pobng,. of which they ſhould be ſo many members. 
Tris is a pretty juſt account of the manner in 
which I acquainted his Britannic majeſty with the de- 
figs n to which I endeavoured to gain his approbation. 
F farther added whatever IJ thought might tend to ob- 
viate his doubts, and confirm him in favour of it. I 
confeſſed that I was not myſelf able to elucidate the 
| . that T was not ſurpriſed that his majeſty had 
at Heſt- perceived great difficulties in it; that Henry 
a a, no doubt, find many in it alſo, but that they 
ly proceeded from my own weakneſs, and the im- 
offibility of ſhewing clearly what to be perfectly ex- 
ae required much time and long diſcourſes; that I 
was convinced in my own mind, the deſign was not on- 
ly poſſible, bat that alſo the ſucceſs of it was infalli- 
ble; that if any thing was found defective in the ſcheme 
as I had'conceived ir, it might eaſily be recti fied by the 
gemus and abilities of tour great kings, and ſome of 
the beſt generals in Europe, to whom coy execution of 
it would be-entruſted, £h 
ITA returned to the Alke Derwbeht the two 
kings of France and England, and I told his Britannic 
mafeſty, that this alliance being the chief and neceſſary 
"Foundation of the confederacy which I had propoſed to 
Y Him, this muſt therefore neceſſarily begin it, Without 
Paying any regard to the diſcourſes of prejudiced per- 
ſons, or being affected by fach frivolous conſiderations 
as thoſe of the debts of France and Flanders to England. 
Taſſured kim that Engine! lied nothing to fear from 
400111 France, 
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vice, which operated ſo powerfully upon the mind of 


he had himſelf made ſome inconſiderabſe alterations; 5 
that I ſhould alſo ſign it in the name of the king of 
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France, for that - Henry's: great, preparations, of arms 
and ammunition, and his amaſſing ſuch vaſt ſums, were 
only deſigned hereafter, to enable him of himſelf to ac- 
compliſh, the greateſt part of this important deſign ; J at 
leaſt, that I could flatter myſelf with ſucceſs, in. engage 
ing him in it, from motives of glory and the public ſers 


this prince. I touched James in his moſt ſenſible. part, 
his ambition to immortalize his memory, and. his de- 
ſire of being brought into Somperion with Henry, ang: 
of ſharing his praiſes. 

Mx earneſtneſs to Wen gave ſuch force and Cleare 
— to my expreſſions, that this prince, entering into 
my full meaning, embraced me with a kind oo tran- 
ſport proceeding. from his friendſhip for me, and a 
ſenſe of. the wrong meaſures which hitherto endeavours. 
had been uſed to make him purſue. 5 No, fir, ſaid 
«© he, do not fear that | rat, ever fail in what we have 
6e together agreed upon. He proteſted with the ſame 
ardour, that he would not on any conſideration have 
remained ignorant of what 1 had told him; that he 
would never contradict the good opinion which the 
king of France and I had conceived of him; that he 
really was what I thought him; that his reflections 
upon whar I had, ſaid would yet farther, confirm him in 
the ſentiments with which I had inſpired him; .that he 
would even now engage to: ſign. the plan 'of alliance 
which I. had preſented. to him on Sunday, and wherein- 


France, unleſs I rather choſe to carry it with me un- 
ſigned, to ſhew it to his moſt. Chriſtian majeſty, in 
which caſe he gave me his royal word, that upon my 
bringing or ſending it back at the end of a, month or fix. 
weeks, approved and ſigned by Henry, he would. immer 
diately, and without the leaſt difficulty, join to it his 
own E He See 5 by obligingly aſſuring me, 
N FI that. 
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a for the future he would do nothing but in con- 
cert with the king of France. He made me promiſe 
the ſame ſecrecy in regard to all perſons, except the 

fo free as to require 
of him; and this he extended ſo far, as to forbid me 
ever putting upon paper certain things, which upon 
this occaſion he revealed: to has fo and which 1 therefore 
| Ovx conference had begun Went one o'clock, ond 
continued upwards of four hours. The king called in 
admiral Howard, the earls of Northumberland, South- 


ampton, Mar, lord Mountjoy, and Cecil, and declared 


to them, that having deliberately conſidered my rea- 
ſons, he was reſolved to enter into a cloſe alliance 
with France againſt Spain. He reproached Cecil in 
very ſtrong terms, for having, both in his words and 
actions, acted contrary to his commands; which ex- 


| planation the ſecretary received very aukwardly. „ Ce- 


* 


eil, ſaid this prince to bim, I command you, with - 


& gut any reply or objection, in conformity to this 


6 my deſign, to prepare the neceſſary writings, ae- 
&«& cording to which I will then give the dexter *, and 
&« al} aſſurances to the ambaſſadors of meſſieurs the 
«© States.” This was the firſt time he had diſtin- 
guiſhed them by this title. T hen turning to me and 
taking me by the hand, he ſaid, * Well, Mr. wats” 
** dor, are you now perfealy ſatisfied with me? 

T REPLIED by a profound reverence, and by Wik 


10 his majeſty the ſame proteſtations of fidelity and 


attachment as if it had been to my own king, and 1 
deſired he would let me confirm it to him by kiſfing 
his hand. He embraced me, and demanded my 


friendſhip with an air of goodneſs and confidence 


which very much difpleaſed ſeveral of his counſellors 
that were e 25 2 "yy Ny” he gave 
"ns, : Orders 


. This rupees Genifies an oath, or mils of 9 a by pre- 


ſenting the right hand. 
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orders to the earl of Northumberland to accompany 
me to th OI and to nee to emen me to 


A 1. that 1 now W to 1755 . was to put 
the finiſhing: hand to the ſeveral particulars agreed 


on between the king of England and me, and ſignified 
by this prince to his miniſters, and to form them into 


a treaty, or rather into a project of a treaty, between 
the two kings: for indeed a peace whoſe final and 
principal effect was to proceed from the acceptation of 
his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, into whoſe hands it was 
firſt to be tranſmitted, could be called by no other 
name. And, upon this occaſion, I was perfectly ſen- 


ſible of the injury my negotiation received from the 


unhappy precaution which neceſſity had obliged Henry 
and me to take in the council of France, not to pro- 
poſe any dung to the _ of et but as of pee 
ſelf. 

Juks, hid more entirely vented hs could 
have wiſhed him, that I had acted only from the ſug- 
geſtions of my own defires, and for the ſecurity of the 
proteſtant religion againſt all events which might 


happen, had never, from the ſecrets which I had re- 
vealed to him, conſidered me as the inſtrument of the 


king my maſter; and looked upon it as doing a great 
deal, to engage himfelf firſt, upon very promiſing ap- 
pearances, indeed, that the king of France would 
concur with him even with greater readineſs. But 
how great is the difference between ſuch a general en- 


gagement, liable to many various interpretations, and a 


1 wherein, bx virtue of a full power from the 
| | Kings 
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ng, I might, with all the care and exactneſs poſſible, 
—2 inſerted every particular in that clear and diſtinct 
manner, from whence the bonds of all political treaties 
acquire their ſtrength and duration. I ſhould not ſo 
contidently aſſert, that, upon this occaſion, inſtead? of 
the mere formula, I had reaſon to expect his Britannic 
majeſty's ſignature -of. a complete treaty, which it 
would not be poſſible for him to retract, had not the 
murmurs, of which the letters of the count of Beau- 
mont to the king are full, in regard to this deficiency 
of a ſigned blank, been an authentic teſtimony, that 1 
have here advances nn —— nn 158 erde 
or ſelf· love. 

Bur I. ſhould reproach myſelk with ice jen of 
injuſtice; were I to appear ſuſpicious of the good faith 
of king James; on the contrary, I affirm no prince in 
Europe could new himſelf more jealous of it. But 
ir happens, from I know not what fatality, that the 
thing in the world which one would think ought to be 
leaſt expoſed to the caprice of fortune, L mean a po- 
litical agreement or treaty, the pure effect of a mind 
free in its operations, and maſter of its ſentiments, is, 
however, the moſt changeable and uncertain; the con- 
tracting parties in no other inſtance would incur the 
imputation of having forfeited their word, yet in this 
they almoſt always fail in the execution, provided they 
can find the ſmalleſt colour or pretence for ſo atroeious 
2 perjury ; as if eluding a ſolemn promiſe or engage 
ment were not the fame as a direct violation of it. I 
did not doubt, that, as ſoon as I was gone, the coun- 
ſellors of his Britannic majeſty would uſe their utmoſt 
efforts to render ineffectual what they had not been 
able to prevent; and I expected that Cecil would be 
one of the moſt active for this purpoſe, for the victory 
which I had gained over him, the reprimand which he 
had received from the king on my account, and his con- 


fuſion from the converſation. which L had had with him, 
| | when 


6.5 
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when it came to be publicly known, were ſo many 
wounds which altogether had abſolutely mortified him. 
' NEVERTHELESS, it will readily be admitted that I 
had reaſon to be ſatisfied with the ſucceſs of my nego- 
tiation : my own ſituation in the affair conſidered +, 
its concluſion was as happy and advantageous as it could 
be; for I had gained the glory of having fucceeded in 
an enterpriſe that was thought to be extremely difficult, 
without running the riſque of being accuſed of exceeding 
the bounds preſcribed by my commiſſion. The king 
and his council had it in their option to retrench, 
augment, or alter whatever they thought proper, in an 
agreement, of which I had neither made them nor 
myſelf the guarantees; and this was performing all 
that it was poſſible for me to effect: as to its real 
uti.ity, when confidered in reſpect of Henry's deſign, 
to which I would readily have facrificed all 'other con- 
ſiderations, if I had not completely ſucceeded, it was 
becauſe I could not perform more, without ſhewing a 
diſregard to the terms preſcribed; not only in my public, 
but even in my private inſtructions. However, from 
what I had done there aroſe one real and very ſenſible 
advantage; and this was, that, in a conjuncture, where- 
in there were ſo many juſt . cauſes to fear an intimate 
union between England and Spain, this union was ab- 
ſolutely fruſtrated, and his Britannic majeſty engaged 
in another, from which he could neither o ſoon nor ſo 


e return to the former. 1 THERE- | 


2 This n of M. de Roſay i is ma with great eulogiums, in- 
almoſt all the hiſtories and memoirs of that time, without taking notice 
of many modern writers who have ſpoke of it in the ſame manner, though 
ſome of them, as the authors of Villetoi's memoirs of State, and of the 
hiſtory of the duke of Bouillon, had no intereſt in exalting the glory of 
that miniſter, P. Matthieu's account of it is conformable to that here 
given even in the moſt minute circumſtances. Vol. II. p. 577, & ſeq. 
See alſo the manuſcripts in the king's library, vol. 9590, and the firſt 
volume of Siri, Mem. recond. Beſides the detail of the marquis de 
Roſny's embaſſy to London, which in every point agrees with what has 
been ſaid here, p. 226, & ſeq. we find'quite through this hiſtorian many 
very curious remarks on the council and perſon of king James, as well as 
cn the affairs of the Engliſh court, 


— 
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I THEREFORE. immediately ſet about drawing up 


| the form of a treaty, which having finiſhed, I preſented 


to the king of England and his counſellors, to be by 
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them finally reviſed and examined: they read it ſeveral 
times, ſucceſſively retouched it, and made ſome in- 


. conſiderable alterations; at laſt it was abſolutely ber- 


mined in the following manner: 
"THE. king of England, aſter returning his moſt 
chriſtian majeſty many thanks for the very agreeable 


manner in which he had prevented him, and for the 
quality of the - ambaſſador he had fent him, renewed 
and confirmed the antient treaties of alliance between 


Elizabeth and Henry, and alſo between Scotland and 
France, and expreſſed his intention of applying them 
perſonally to himſelf by the preſent treaty, which in a 
manner comprehended them all, beſides its other prin- 


cipal deſign of their own perſonal defence againſt Spain, 


and the ſafety and preſervation of their dominions, ſub- 
jects, and allies, in ſuch manner and at ſuch times as 
the two kings ſhall judge proper. The United-Pro- 


vinces were declared to enjoy the benefit hereof, and 


they were the only allies herein expreſsly named; in 
regard to whom it was alſo ſtipulated, that proper 
meaſures ſhould be taken, either perfectly to ſecure 
their liberty, or at leaſt, that in caſe they were con- 
ſidered as ſubjects to Spain or the empire, it ſhould be 
on conditions which would procure them perfect peace 
and tranquillity, and at the ſame time free the two 
allied kings from all apprehenſions of a too powerful 
and abſolute dominion of the houſe of Auſtria i in theſe 
ee 1 

However, Lakes: that wo two princes W 


| engage d to declare themſelves openly, when either 
| ſhould require it of the other, in order to prevent the 


effects of the court. of Madrid's artifices, it was alſo 
agreed immediately to furniſh the States-general with 


ſuccours ſufficient t. to o ſecure them. from. oppreſſion 3 the 
len ee ee a F . number 
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number of men who: were to compoſe- theſe ſuccours 
was not determined; it was only agreed, that they 
ſhould be ſent from England alone, and that the expences 
of the whole armament ſhould be defrayed by his moſt 
chriſtian majeſty, one half purely with the money of 
France, the other half in deduction of the ſum due 
from France to England. It was like wiſe agreed, that 
theſe proceedings of the two crowns in favour of the 
Low Countries ſhould be purſued with as much ſecrecy 
as was poſſible, to avoid a direct infringement of the 
treaty of peace concluded with Spain. On a ſuppoſition 
that this power, conſidering this action as an abſolute 
infradtion, ſhould- make reprifals upon the two protect- 
| ing kings, the following reſolution was taken: if the 
king of England were attacked alone, the king of France 
ſhould furniſh him'with an army of fix thouſand French | 
at his own-expencey during the whole time of the war; 
and in four years, and by equal proportions, diſcharge 
the remainder of his debt. England ſhould act preciſely 
in the ſame manner, in regard to France, in caſe the 
ſtorm thould fall upon her; the choice of either ſea or 
land ſhould be in the option of the patty attacked, nor 
ſnould England in this caſe require any part of her debt. 
Finally, ſhould Spain at once declare war againſt both 
the allied princes, in order to act offenſively, and at the 
ſame time promote the ſecurity of Flanders, his moſt 
e [Ectriftian majeſty ſhould-have an army of twenty thou- 
ſand men on the frontiers of Guienne, Provence, Lan- 
guedoez- Dauphine, Burgundy, and Breſſe; he ſhould 
ſe {MWiikewiſe have the ſame number of forces in Flanders; 
and ſhould farther divide the Spaniſh forces, by direct: 
ing his gallies to cruiſe in the Mediterranean. His 
Britannic majeſty on his ſide, beſides a land army of 
at leaſt fix thouſand men, which he ſhould keep in con- 
ant readineſs, ſhould ſend a fleet into the Weſt-Indies, 
and. ſhould order another to cruiſe upon the: coaſt of 
fee ua payment of debts ſhould be ſuſpended, and 
each 
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armed himfelf with great patience, to-read them. This, 
however, was not the only cauſe of my ſilence; for the 
regularity which Henry . obſerved in writing to me, 


diſguſted him; but, beſides that upon theſe occaſions, 
it is a ſtroke of good policy, always to keep ſomething 


negotiation to the hazard of a diſcovery. An accident 


| 35lation: of matters of greater conſequence. /. a. 
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each ſhogld 8 its own expences. The alliance, 
hitherto kept a profound ſecret, ſhould; now be made 
public, by a treaty offenſive and defenſive between the 


two kings; neither of whom, without the other's con- 
ſent, ſhould: either lay down his arms, diminiſh the 
number: of forces agreed on, nor begin any een 


or conference for an accommodation. 1 


Sven was the ſubſtance of the . treaty ; 
which had given me ſo, much trouble and anxiety. 
Je ſigned it, and I ſigned, it after him; after which, 

thought of nothing but returning as ſoon as poſſible 


into France, where it was to he changed i into a treaty 


with all the forms. I did not fail to "adviſe Henry of | 
it, from whom, however, I concealed or diſguiſed part 
of this important information, and likewiſe the detail of ; 
what had laſt happened to me with the King of England, S 
in preſence of his counſellors; my. diſpatches had been 5 

h 


| ſo long. Jo frequent, and yet ſo imperfect, and written 


in ſo much haſte, that perhaps it was not acting amiſs 
to ſpare his majeſty the trouble; for he muſt have 


both to inform me of all material tranſaQtons, in the 
council of France, and to ſend me new orders and new 
inſtructions, conformable to the ſeveral changes that 
happened in the buſineſs of my negotiation, ſufficiently 
perſuaded me nothing of this kind either fatigued or 


in reſerve, to inſure: a better; reception upon one's re- 
turn, I was unwilling to expoſe the whole ſecret of my 


which had but lately happened, contributed ſtill more 
to increaſe my circumſpection. I have not mentioned 
this in its proper place, that 1 might not en the 
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Anon the great number of letters which I ſent 
from London, ſome directed to Villeroi and the coun- 
cil, and others to the king only, one of theſe laſt, 
dated the z20th of July, was never received by Henry, 
which he diſcovered from the contents of my diſpatch 
by the next poſt, and gave me immediate notice of it: 
it was a letter of the greateſt conſequence. The cou- 
rier to whom 1 entruſted it was one of my own do- 
meſtics, of whoſe fidelity and honeſty I was perfectly 
ſatisfied: I queſtioned him, and he anſwered, that, 
upon his arrival, the king being gone to hunt, he had 
carried the letter to Villeroi, and had given it to one of 

his clerks ; that he did not know this clerk, and had 
forgot to aſk his name, being at that moment inter- 
rupted by Louvet, who alſo came and ſpoke to this 
, clerk, and at the ſame time delivered him ſeveral other 
1 WF packets directed for his maſter. This account I ſent to 
n his majeſty, entreating him to make all poſſible enqui- 
s WY ries about it. After great trouble, and many informa- 
E tions, his majeſty was able to give me no other ſatis- 
„faction than that he had been told, and did believe, the 
e fault was in the poſt-maſter of Ecouan. 
e, I HAD before had reaſon to be ſuſpicious, and the 
de affair of the clerk, whoſe roguery I was alſo well ac- 
W BH quainted with, having entirely opened my eyes, I no 
at longer doubted, that there was a traitor employed in 
ly Ithe king's offices” and even that this could be no other 
than one of thoſe under Villeroi.' I wrote to Henry, 
and told him, that notwithſtanding his account of this 
affair, I was of opinion it could only have happened at 
the time and place which I had deſcribed to him in my 
ormer letter : this clerk, whoever he was, being gained 
dy the enemies of the ſtate, to diſcover the contents of 
he letters which I wrote to his majeſty from London, 
ould not reſiſt his deſire to open this, the direction of 
hich excited his curioſity, for I wrote upon the cover; 
Packet to be given into the N s own hands, without 
| » 3286 being 
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« being opened. He repented it no doubt, when he 
found he could make no uſe of it, its moſt eſſential 
contents being expreſſed in a cypher, the meaning of 

| which he could no ways diſcover; and this conſideration 
— 11 conſoled me for the loſs: but he had committed the 

1 fault, and apparently thought it better to throw the 
1 letter into the fire, than deliver it opened. I afterwards 
8. diſcovered the truth, which juſtified theſe conjeQures. 

HENRY could have wiſhed that I had practiſed upon 
the queen of England and the prince her fon, as I had 
on king James, thereby to gain a perfe& knowledge of 
both their characters and inclinations ; but as, notwith- 
" ſtanding. the reports which had been current, this 

_ Princeſs remained ſtill in Scotland, and would not ar- 

rive for ſome time, his majeſty did not think it a ſuffi- 

cient- conſideration for me to make a longer ſtay at 

London, whilſt ſeveral other affairs almoſt as important 

required my preſence at Paris; and he was the firſt to 

preſs me to return as ſoon as poſſible. This order was 

perfectly agreeable to me: envy and malice triumphs 
moſt over the abſent ; my friends loſt yet more than 
myſelf from my not being among them. I entruſted 
Vaucelas * my brother-in-law with the care of carrying 
the queen of England the letters from their majefties 
which I had brought for her; and I inſtructed him in 


— 2 r 


what he ſhould do and ſay, to obtain what the king 4 
deſired to know concerning this princeſs. 7 ſio 
| K WuriLlsT I was very buſily employed in prepara-W v 
tions for my departure, the wound which I received in Is 
my mouth at the ſiege of Chartres broke out afreſh, ¶ tha 


and cauſed a fever, which retarded my departure for 
ome, e ons even prevented any writing as uſual to 
1 e it the 


* Andrew de Cochefilet, Baron de Vaucelas, count de Vauvineuy 
Ke. He was afterwards counſellor of ſtate and ambaſſador in Spain and 
Savoy; he was the brother of the duke af Sully's ſecond wife. The 
houſe of Cochefilet is mentioned in Du Cheſne, as one of the moſt an 
tient in Perche, originally of Scotland, and allied to the Kings of Scotland 
of 'the bouſe of Baliol in a 
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the king. But as ſoon as I was ſomewhat recovered, 
I demanded my audience of leave of the king of Eng- 
land, who had the goodneſs to ſpare me the trouble of 
going to Greenwich upon this occaſion, by ſending to 
acquaint me, that he would come to London on pur- 
poſe to receive me; and that he ſhould be at Weſt 
minſter ready to give me audience in the morning as 
early as I pleaſed, becauſe he propoſed to go a-hunting 
the ſame day, to diſſipate the uneaſineſs, added he, 
& very obligingly, which he ſhould 880 for wy; Anett 
e ture, 

TI ATTENDED 155 majeſty ſo üs in the morning, | 
that he was not dreſſed, and waited near an hour, 
which time I employed in viewing the magnificent tombs 
and other curious antiquities for which the cathedral of 
St. Peter's Weſtminſter is celebrated. I was received 
by his Britannic majeſty with all poſſible marks of 
eſteem and affection; and he replied to the compli- 
ment which I made him on the regret I felt from my 
departure, that his own, of which he had informed me, 
was alſo moſt true, and the more ſo as he could not 
hope for my return, becauſe my many and various 
avocations would detain me in France: but he proteſted, 
and confirmed his proteſtations' in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, that, by whatever perſon his moſt | chriſtian 
majeſty ſhould ſend back the treaty, of which I carried 
the form, he would ſign it without any farther diſcuſ- 
ſion. He ſpoke of this his new alliance with Henry in 
a very affecting manner, ſaid; he conſidered this prince 
as his ſole model as well as his friend; and proteſted, 
that he ' ſhould look upon all thoſe who were enemies to 
him, as enemies to himſelf; '. To ſhew me that he had 
not forgot any. of his promiſes, he made a kind of re- 
capitulation of all of them. He promiſed not to permit 

any interceſſion or acceſs to him, from any of the ſub- 
jects of the king of France; and required the ſame de- 
ference from the king of F rance, particularly with 


regard 
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regard to any Jeſuits who might be found in diſguiſe, 
either within his domimons, or on board any of his 
ſhips ; he praiſed Henry extremely for having baniſhed 
this order out of the kingdom, and ſaid, that he adviſed 
him from his heart, never to be guilty of ſuch an error 
as to recal them; he inſiſted on this article the moſt : 
for indeed he hated the jeſuits no leſs than he did Spain; 
and this averſion was increaſed by his conſidering them 
as his perſonal enemies; nor did he appear perfectly 
fatisfied till I had engaged, as abſolutely as I could, to 
ſend theſe aſſurances, which he required of his moſt 
Chriſtian majeſty, in writing. He gave me two letters 
for the king and queen of France, purely compli- 
mentary, in anſwer to thoſe which he had received 
from them, wherein the article of the French ambaſ- 
ſador was not ſlightly touched “. 

Brix G furniſhed with theſe letters and the form of 
me treaty, I reſolved to ſtay no longer than the next day. 


| 

; 

Having taken my leave of all thoſe gentlemen who were ; 
with me for this purpoſe, I departed from London, taking Wl © 
the ſame road as at my arrival. Sidney and the Engliſh x 
vice-admiral eſcorted me'to the ſea-ſide, and took care 1h 
to provide me and all my retinue with every thing we 
e both for our journey by land and paſſage by ſea. WM ;. 
„Bur I ſhould have mentioned the preſents which I e 
nde in England, in the name of his moſt Chriſtian 1 


majeſty. That to king James was fix fine horſes richly BY 
capariſoned, to which Henry added alſo another gift, ta 

Which ought to be eſteemed ſtill more conſiderable ; 108 
this was a gentleman called Saint-Anthony, in all re- fo 
ſpects the beſt and moſt complete horſeman of the age; ¶ ſeri 
that to the queen of England, was a large and molt del. 
beautiful Venetian glaſs, the golden frame of which was tha 
covered with diamonds; and that to the prince of the; 
d. r Was a 4. e lance RE * 'eriticied like- 


7 wiſe 


* Matthieu the hiſtorian ſays, the Lin of E 6 nts the marguis 
of Roſny a preſent of a Chain ſet with diamonds of great value, 
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171 With diatnonds; a fencing maſter, and vaulter : 5 
the duke of Lennox, the earl of Northumberland, in a 
word, all” thoſe whom I have occaſionally: mentioned, 
beſides ſome others; Were preſented, ſome" with'boxes, 
and others with erotchets, buttons, egrets, rings, and 
chains of gold anc diamonds; Leveral ladies alſo received 
rings and pear! necklaces. The value of all theſe 5 pre- 
ſents, including twelve hundred crowns which'T left with 
Beaumont to be diſtributed i in certain places, amounted 
to ſixty thouſand crowns. Henry's views in making ſo 
many ich preferits, a conſiderable part of which were 
even continued as penſions to ſome Engliſn lords, were 
to retain them, and attach them more ſtrongly to his 
intereſts . I made them partly from my own knowledge, 
and partly from the recommendations of Beaumont, 
my chief care being to diſtribute them ſo as to avoid 
giving any cauſe of jealouſy between theſe Engliſh lords, 
and to prevent king James himſelf from conceiving any 
jealouſy ' of my Anker The precaution which L 
uſed for this purpoſe was to aſk his permiſſion,” to ac- 
knowledge, 'by ſome ſmall gratuities, the ſervices L had 
received in his court. | 

Ar Dover I feceldec a letter from Henry, wherein 
he acquainted me, that he had arrived at Villers- 
Coterets the gth of July y, at which place he impatiently 
waited for me: he ' paſſed ſome days here, during 
which the queen made a journey to Lieſſe. I did not 
take any Teſt at Dover, and ordered all things tõ be in 
readinefs to embark the next day. The weather was 
ſo bad in the night, that the Engliſh vice-admiral very 
ſeriouſly” adviſed me to alter my reſolution. The leaſt 
delay appeared no leſs inſupportable to all my retinue 
than to myſelf,” eſpecially to thoſe city- ſparks who find 
thenſelvel out of their element, when they are off the 
pavement of Paris: they all preſſed me with ſuch 
eagerneſs immediately to quit Dover, and Henry's 
letter tiered i me with ſo favourable a reception, that 
I con 
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J conſented to ſail as ſoon as we could. Nene ere 
ſoon followed our precipitation; we met with ſo violent 
a tempeſt,. that . we were in the utmoſt danger; z we 
were the whole day in croſſing the channel, and ſo ex- 
tremely ſea-ſick, that though we were three hundred 
of us, had a veſſel with only tnt y. men attacke 
we muſt have ſurrendered. * 246 e th ry 
A SECOND letter which I nN from Henry at 
Boulogne, rendered it neceſſary. for me not to loſe a 
moment. At this place I quitted thoſe who had accom- 
panied me, after having thanked them for the honour 4 
they had done me, and left them to go wherever they 
thought proper. His majeſty had taken care to order 
poſt-horſes to be in readineſs in all the proper places upon 
the road, in caſe my health would permit me to make 
uſe of them. I therefore: took poſt at Abbeville, at 
three O clock in the afternoon, and arrived the next day 
at eight in the morning at Villers-Coterets. |... _ - 
I F woULD not take any repoſe till I had firſt received 
the honaur of ſaluting his majeſty. I found him in that 
walk: of the park which, leads to the foreſt, where he 
propoſed to take an airing on ſome horſes that were to 
be brought there to him; Bellievre, Villeroi, De 
Maiſſes, and Sillery, were walking with him, and in 
ie of the walks adjacent were the count de Soiſſons, 
To quelaure, and Frontenac. Immediately upon his 
rceiying me, though at a diſtance, he aid, as De 
Pegs afterwards informed me, There! s the man [ 
45 have ſo much wiſhed to ſee, he is at laſt) arrived; 
40 Tr couſin the count of Soiſſons muſt be called, that 
ee he may be preſent at the brief relation he will give 
ee us of what he has ſeen, heard, ſaid, and done, 150 
which he has wrote me nothing; let my horſes 
, ſent back, I ſhall not now go into the foreſt.” - 
His mafeſty would not ſuffer me to kneel to kiſs 
bis hand, but embraced me twice very cloſely. His 


ul words were, that he was Wale ſatisfied with 
my 


Lt SE _ * 
8 2 2 9 9 
* + 


1603-0 OF SUE U F. 313 
my ſervices; that he had not thought my letters tedi- 
ous, and that he ſhould take pleaſure in hearing what L 
had not related in them. I replied, that this relation 
would be ſomewhat long, and cou'd not well be made, 
but as opportunity ſhould preſent, to diſcourſe on ſo 
many different matters. I began with the perſon of 
the king of England, which I deſcribed to him nearly 
the ſame as I have already i in theſe Memoirs: I did not 
omit either the admiration which this prince exprefſed 5 
for his majeſty, or the delight he took on being com- 
pared with him, nor his defire to render himſelf wor- 
thy of the compariſon. I related the proofs which he 
had given me of his attachment to France, of his con- 
tempt for the chimeras with which Spain had endea- 
voured to inſpire him, and how far he was from ef- 
pouſing the part of the revolted French calviniſts. 
King James was ſenſible from his own ſituation, how 
very unfit this laſt procedure would have been, having 
ſo great a number of ſeditious in his own” dominions, 
that I was very much deceived, if they did not one 
day cauſe him much trouble. 1 added, that if I had 
myſelf been diſpoſed to give ear to them, the chiefs of 
this faction had given me fair opportunities to enter 
with them into very ſerious enterpriſes : I mentioned 
the affair of the loſt diſpatch, and ſpoke my ſentiments 
of it with freedom. I then returned to the king o of 
England, and acquainted his majeſty with what he was 
ignorant of in regard to my laſt audience, and, toge- 
ther with the form of the treaty ſigned'by us both, 1 
IE preſented to him the two letters from his Britannic ma- 
ve jeſty, and another letter wrote to his majeſty, ſince my 
of departure from London, by the count of Beaumont, 
be. which I had received upon the road. Henry ordered 
Villeroi to read all thoſe letters to him. 
BEAUMONT in his letter acquainted the King, that 
the queen of England, with her children, was in- 
ſtantly expected in London, from We” ſhe' would 
Vor. HI. P 30 
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go directly to Windſor to reſide there with the king; 
that many were apprehenſive her arrival would cauſe 
diſturbance in affairs, and might inſpire the factious 
with courage; that happily there was no able man 
among them; that the Spaniſh ambaſſador was at laſt 
arrived in England, and, with another from the duke 
of Brunſwick, was ſaid to be actually at Graveſend, 
From whence, they were immediately to proceed to 
London, his Britannic majeſty having ſent ſhips to pro- 
tect the Spaniſn ambaſſador in his paſſage againſt thoſe 
of the States; that count d' Aremberg depended ſo en- 
9 8 upon the alterations which this ambaſſador would 

make in affairs, that being informed of his arrival, he : 
was gone before him to Windſor, there to wait his 


coming: nor did Beaumont diſſemble his own fears of [ 

the effects which it might have on a prince ſuſceptible 

of new impreſſions, not ſo much from what he would 0 

gain from the magnificent offers of Spain, as from his c 

5 own natural timidity, his weakneſs, and even ſcruples, c 
1 leſt, in ſupporting the United Provinces, he ſhould 6 
5 countenance a parcel of rebels. 7 
BEAuUmONT. wrote thus from the communication | 60 

Which had been made to him of a plan for an agreement <6 
between Spain and the States, deſigned and drawn up cc 

in Germany, of which he even gave the purport in this cc 
letter; but he ſeemed perſuaded the deputies of the ce 

Low- Countries would never conſent to it, though the cc 
emperor ſhould be guarantee of it, becauſe they thought cc 

it neither ſtrong enough to oblige Spain to obſerve it, ce 

nor even ſufficiently impartial, to hope from it a per- cc 


fect peace with that crown; beſides, they had a gene- Hi 
ral fuſpicion of all propoſitions wherein France and ap. 
England were not concerned. He obſerved that theſe the 
deputies were likewiſe upon the point of returning er, 
home, with a reſolution to animate their republic to a der 
vigorous defence, ffom the certainty my convention cou 
win his Baztannie majeſty had n, them, that they 
g | thou 
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ſhould not be abandoned by the two kings, and from the 
permiſſion Which James had given them to raiſe ſoldi- 
ers in Scotland, to be commanded by my lord Buc- 
cleugh, whom they had accepted as colonel of theſe re- 
cruits: finally, Beaumont concluded his letter, by ſay- 
ing, that, in order to be ſtill more perfectly informed of 
every thing that paſſed, and to remind the king of Eng- 
land of his promiſes, if neceſſary, he was going him- 
ſelf to Windfor. I take no notice of thoſe paſſages in 
this letter, wherein Beaumont gave 5 Ie praiſes 
to my conduct and my negociation. © 
VILLEROI having finiſhed Natting" the plan for a 
treaty, Well, couſin,” ſaid Henry, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the count of Soiſſons, what do you think of 
« all this? give me your opinion of it freely.“ I rea- 
dily imagined what reply he would make, and the 
count did not deceive me. | Since you require it of 
* me, ſaid he, I muſt ſay, that I think the marquis 
„of Roſny has very great credit with the king of 
“ England; and that he is in a marvellons good W 
** ligence with the Engliſh, at leaſt if his relation, and 
% all which you have been informed of, is true; for 
©. which reaſon he ought to have brought much more 
C advantageous conditions, and a treaty in a better 
cc form than that which he has preſented to you, which 
* 15 really nothing more than a mere project of hopes 
and fair words, without: any certainty that they will 
© ever be executed.” „What you have ſaid is truly 
ce very fine and good, replied Henry : nothing is ſo 
eaſy as to diſcover faults in the actions of others.“ 
His majeſty ſtill continued to fpeak, as if to make my 
apology, and altogether my eulogy. He ſaid, I was 
the only perſon in France who, with fo limited a pow- 
er, could have performed what I had; that my cre- 
dential letters were not even demanded of me at the 
court of London, which behaviour was not to be pa- 
e z that he had foreſeen and expected the diffi - 
4 culties 
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culties with which I. had ſtruggled, and that he had 


not hoped I could have ſo eaſily conquered them; that 


he was perfectly ſatisfied, and that he only repented 
his not having given me Carte- blanche. © Roſny, 


+ BY faid he, in his conduQ has given, me an example, 
„ which confirms to me the truth of a Latin proverb, 5 


4% though I do not know whether I ſpeak it right, 


Mitte ſapientem, & nihil dicas,:” “ and I am cer- 


e tain, that, if his preſence ſhould again become neceſ- 
6“ ſary on the other ſide, he will always be ready to 


« return, and ſerve me with the ſame ability and ad- 


4 dreſs which he has here ſhewn.” I ſuppreſs a great 
part of what, upon this occaſion, the generous ſoul of 
Henry inſpired him with for my defence: what gave 
me the moſt ſenſible latisfaclon, and which I conſider- 
ed as infinitely ſuperior to all the praiſes he beſtowed 


upon me, was his adding, that he had nothing to fear 
from thus praiſing me to my face, becauſe he knew 


that thoſe praiſes, inſtead of making me: vain and leſs 


_ diligent, would only increaſe my deſire; of acting ſtill 


better. Theſe words ſilenced the count of Soiſſons. 
I THEN anſwered ſeveral queſtions which the king 


| aſked me, touching the nature and power of the three 


kingdoms of Great-Britain, on the character of the 
Engliſh, and what they thought of their new king. 


After this, the converſation turned on the affair of 


Combaut. Henry, after I had given him a circum- 
ſtantial relation of it, aſſured me "that he approved- of 
my conduct therein, conſidering it as equally dangerous 


either to favour, or pretend ignorance of the eſcape of 
the criminal, to endeavour to excuſe. him, or openly to 
vindicate him. I acquainted his majeſty with the cha- 


racter of young Servin +, ſuch as I have already given. 
Th king waving. twice 10 ane n was: ee 


A 


+ LEtoile makes mention of Se c It is \orprifing, 455 he, bow it 
66% could happen, that the plague * find means to attack ſo great 4 
6. — as he.“ 
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went in to fit down to table, having firſt directed Vil- 
leroi to provide me my dinner, and ordered me to go 
and take my repoſe till tlie next day, as being what 1 
muſt very much Want, after having rode poſt, and that 
ſucceeded by a pretty long walk. He ordered my good 
friends Frontenac and Parfait, to ſerve me from his 
kitchen, till my own equipage and attendants were ar- 
rived; © And to-morrow morning, ſaid he, we will 
5 renew our diſcourſe.“ Ts 5 ; 
Iv the afternoon, the king took the airing in the fo- 
reſt, which he had intended in the morning; in the 
evening at ſupper, he fent me two excellent melons and 
four' partridges ; at the ſame time acquainting me, that 
I ſhould come to him early the next morning, before 
any of his counſellors were with him; which I accord- 
ingly did. Though it was very early, he was dreſled, 
and had breakfaſted, when I entered his apartment, and 
was diverting himſelf with looking at a game of tennis 
then playing in the little court of the caftle, which 
was generally uſed for this diverſion. “ Roſny, faid 
* he, we will take a walk while the freſhneſs of the 
* morning continues; I have ſome queſtions to aſk you, 
4“ and ſome matters to diſcuſs, on which F have been 
„ thinking the whole night. I arofe at four o'clock, 
« theſe things having preſſed my thoughts ſo ſtrongly, 
« that I have not been able to fleep.” He took me by 
the hand, and we walked into the park, where we con- 
tinued near two hours alone. Bellievre, Villeroi, and 
Sillery, having joined us, the king continued walking 
another hour with us four. Our mornings were gene- 
rally ſpent in the ſame manner, during the three follows 
ing days which his majeſty paſſed at Villers-Coterets. 
In theſe cotiverſations, I gave him an exact and patti- 
cular account of all the moſt ſecret and important mat- 
ters with which he rſtill remained to be acquainted. 
I xXECOEIvED ſeveral letters from Beaumont, the 
contents of which may ſerve as a ſupplement to the 
1 HG: x . : affairs | 
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affairs of England, which I have already related. The 
arrival of the queen at London did not occaſion all that 
diſorder which had been apprehended ; the diſcontent- 


ed found her not to be what they had conceived: It 
ſeemed as though her ſudden change of ſituation and 
country had made as ſudden a change in her inclinati- 


ons and manners; from an effect of the elegancies of 


England, or from thoſe of the royal dignity, ſhe be- 


came diſpoſed to pleaſures and amuſements, and ſeemed 
wholly engaged in them and nothing elſe; ſhe ſo en- 
tirely neglected or forgot the Spaniſh politics, as gave 


reaſon to believe ſhe had, in reality, only pretended to 
be attached to them, through the neceſlity of eventual 
conjunctures. Kintore, who had accompanied her, 


openly continued his profeſſion. of attachment to France. 
Some ladies, in whom this princeſs repoſed the greateſt 
confidence, poſitively aſſured Beaumont ſhe was not ſo 


perfect a Spaniard as was believed. Beaumont contriv- 


ed to get himſelf preſented to her, and made my ex- 
cuſes to her for not having been able to ſtay till her ar- 


tival, nor wait upon her myſelf with the letiess, from 


their majeſties. 
DuniINs all this the Spaniſh e e 1 ar- 


rival in England had been ſo poſitively aſſerted, was not 
yet come. Count d' Aremberg, who was ſo. far deceiv- 
ed in his expectation as to go and wait his arrival at 
Windſor, found himſelf at laſt obliged to demand with- 
out him his audience of the king, who granted it. I 


am ignorant of what paſſed in it: L only know that he 
demanded a ſecond, for which the king made him ſuf - 
fer a thouſand delays, which however can only be at- 


tributed to this prince's diſtaſte of buſineſs, and his paſ- 
ſion for the chace, which ſeemed to make him forget all 
other affairs; for at this very time, his conduct — diſ- 
courſe was ſo tar from giving, the Spaniſh partiſans any 
cauſe to deſpair, that, on the contrary, he appeared diſ- 
poſed again to fall into his former irreſolution. Beau- 


mont did not know what to attribute this change, 


whether 
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whether to his natural diſpoſition, or to the inſinuations 


of Cecil, who uſed all the means he poſſibly could to 


make him fail in the obſervance of his promiſes. Hap- 
pily many new incidents concurred to fupport this 
prince againſt all temptations of this kind; and the 
Spaniards were ſo imprudent in their conduct, as to be 


themſelves the principal cauſes of it. 


No ſooner was the Spaniſh ambaſſador beiivad? in 
London (for he did at laſt arrive there) than both court 
and city, and all affairs were put into a violent fer- 
ment, the effects of various cabals, intrigues, miſtruſts, 


and ſuſpicions. He ſoon multiplied the number of his 


creatures, by his extraordinary liberalities to all thoſe 
whom he conſidered as neceſſary to be gained. He en- 


deavoured to tamper with the Scotch troops, and en- 


gage them in the Spaniſh ſervice, as the States had done 
in theirs : this would have been a deciſive ſtroke, which 
Holland could not evade any otherwiſe than with the 
aſſiſtance of her proteQors by retaining theſe troops in 


her own ſervice. All theſe proceedings of tlie Spani- 


ard, being purſued with a ſpirit of pride and independ- 
ence, were ſo much the more diſagteeable to James, 
as his natural weakneſs produced 1 in him a repugnance 


to oppoſe them by an exertion of 'his authority. Fond 


would have given the world to be freed from his 


-plexity, by the departure of the ambaſſador. A whiſper 
was likewiſe current concerning a conſpiracy of the 
Engliſh Catholics + againft James's perſon. Beaumont 


conſtantly treated this infinuation as a calumny; and 
indeed, whoever is acquainted with the true ſtate of 
this body in England at this time, will, in its weakneſs 
and the meanneſs of its ſentiments, diſcover an unan- 


| ſwerable argument to diſprove 1 N 6 1 


Bur a more certain and undoubted confpirdey Was 
that of ſome Engliſh forge, who formed the deſign of 
ſtabbing 


+ It produced 2 ebe hin king James baniſhed the j je- 
ſuits out of his dominions. Mem, d'Etat de Villeroi, vol. III. p. 217. 
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ſtabbing the king. Their chiefs, for the deſign was 
proved, and it was believed they had undertaken it at 


the inſtigation of Spain and the archdukes, were lord 


Cobham, Raleigh, Gray, Markham, and ſeveral others 
of the principal ſervants, and even the intimate confi- 


dants, of the late queen, tho' they had appeared among 


the moſt forward to do homage to her ſucceſſor. Ne- 


vertheleſs Cecil was not named in the cabal; the af- 


fair was public, and was the ſubje& of much diſcourſe, 
A religious diſpute, which aroſe in the conference be- 
tween the proteſtants and puritans, increaſed the diſ- 
order. The converſation of the court turned entirely 
upon the diſputes and quarrels which happened be- 
tween particular perſons. The earl of Northumber- 
land firuck colonel Vere in the face, in preſence of the 
whole court, and. was confined at Lambeth by the 


king's order, who was juſtly incenſed at ſo diſreſpe&- 
ful and outrageous an inſult. The earl of Southamp- 


ton and lord Grey gave each other the lie in the queen's 
Preſence, and uſed ſeveral other atrocious expreſſions ; 
but they were reconciled to the king by aſking pardon 
of the queen for their imprudence, and to each other 
by an intervention of the royal authority, commanding 
them to forbear any acts of violence. After which, 
without any other ſatisfaction, they converſed together 
as friends: from whence one would be apt to imagine 


they were of opinion, that the king's name and autho- 
Tity preſerve the honour of thoſe who cannot vindicate 


it for themſelves. 


Wnx from the accounts which ont gave 
me in his letters, of all theſe public and private dif- 


\. ferences, I found the affairs was in the moſt favourable 


ſituation I could defire it, I embraced the opportunity 


to put the finiſbing hand to the work which I had be- 
gun at London: I did myſelf the honour of writing to 
his Britannic majeſty ; I informed him, that the king 


* France e had with pleaſure ratified the plan concerted 
between 
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between his majeſty and me, and that he had ſent the 
count of Beaumont the neceffary power to reduce it 
into ſuch a fbrm as his majeſty ſhould judge proper; I 
repeated the proteſtations of obedience and attachment, 
which I had before made him; I aſſured him, that by 
this I was fo far from offending the king my maſter, 
that;-00 the contrary; I ſerved and obeyed him 

þ wroTE at the fame time to Beaumont, and in- 


formed him of what had happened ts me upon my re- 


turn inte France, of iny converſations with the kings 
and his inclination to fend me again at a proper time 
into England. With this letter I alſo ſent Beaumont 


the treaty figned by his majeſty, and gave him likewiſe 


the neceffary inſtructions for maintaining the good in- 
telligence which this treaty eſtabliſhed. between the 


two crowns: this would in ſome meaſure depend on 


that which ſnould ſubſiſt between the ambaſſador of 
France at London, and that of England at Paris. This 


latter had taken offence at the ſuperſcription of a letter, 
wherein a title had been given him which was either 
improper, or ſueh as he did not like. I took the blame 
os this upon myſelf, and repaired it as welt as I could. 
BAUM ON having received the treaty, acquaint- 
od the king of England therewith, who referred him 


directly to Cecil. He was aſtoniſhed to find this ſecre- 
rary on a ſudden become tractable, give his approba- 
tion of it with great readineſs, and without making the 
leaſt difficulty; on the contrary, he was laviſh in his 


praifes of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty and me: all things 


conſpired to promote it; the treaty was therefore re- 
ceived, ſigned, and accompliſhed, in the moſt authen« 


tic and folemm manner. Dauval being arrived in France 


from Beaumont with an account of this good news, I 
made my acknowledgments to his Britannic majeſty 


in a ſecond letter: and to employ all forts of counter- 


batteries againſt the Spaniards, who ſet no bounds to 


_ preſents, we imitated them in this reſpect, and- 
FX: even 
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even gave. penſions to all the-moſt- diſtinguiſhed perſons 


in the court of king James; the beſt and moſt beauti- 


ful horſes were induſtriouſſy procured wherever they 


could be found, and they were ſent, together with 
magnificent furniture, as preſents to this prince. | 


Tus was Spain diſappointed in | thoſe great Hopes 
ſhe had conceived to our prejudice, from the acceſſion 


of the king of Scotland to the throne of England, and 
- which probably were the motives for her making thoſe 


great armaments, which. ſhe did this year. On the 


27th of May, a ſquadron. of twelve Spaniſh galleys, 
manned with three thouſand ſoldiers, and completely 


equipped, were beaten by only four Dutch veſſels; 


which was the ſecond loſs of this kind that Spain had 
lately ſuffered: Frederic Spinola, who commanded 


this {quadron, was killed in the engagement, Spain, 


to retrieve theſe misfortunes, | made ſuch preparations 


on every ſide for war, as ſpread a terror amongſt all 
her neighbours ; ſhe made herſelf miſtreſs of the Me- 
diterranean, by the galleys that Charles Doria com- 
manded there; and veſſels in the mean time were 
building in the port of Liſbon, for. the embarkation of 


twenty thouſand ſoldiers. This work was purſued with 
ſuch indefatigable labour, that it was not wien even 

on Sundays and holidays. 
EVER one talked his own way out the . on 


of ſuch formidable preparations: ſome ſaid, that they 
were deſigned againſt Flanders, particularly Oſtend; 
others, that they were deſtined for the conqueſt of 


Barbary, becauſe the king of Cuſco having promiſed, 


the council of Madrid to aſſiſt that crown in the reduc- 


tion of the important city of Algiers, they provided a 


ſupply of men and money, which that prince kept to 
himſelf, without being at much trouble about the per- 


formance of his word. Many perſons were perſuaded. 
that Spain had a deſign upon France itſelf: the firſt | 
notice his majeſty received of it, was at. the ſame time 


that 
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that he was adviſed to be attentive to the caſtle of If, 
and to the iſlands on the coaſt of Marſeilles. I was 
then in England; his majeſty wrote me an account of 
it, but did not ſeem to give much credit to thoſe in- 


formations, although he was not ignorant that the 


duke of Savoy was very ſolicitous to do him this bad 
office; but he knew likewiſe that Spain thought this 


advice of the duke's very intereſted; and the pope gave 


him repeated aſſurances of the contrary, which there 
was great room to think proceeded indirectly from the 
council of Spain, who had reaſons for not eee, 
this prince too far. 

IN reality, all this was eee by taking into» 
conſideration, what was carrying on with king James, 
by a double negociation of France and Spain at the 
ſame time; and his majeſty took the part which pru- 
dence directed, which was, to give new orders for the 
ſtrict obſervation of diſcipline in Languedoc, Provence, 
and Dauphine. Monſieur Le-Grand, who had lately 
obtained: that the artillery of the city of Beaune ſhould” 
not be taken away, was ſent into his government of 
Burgundy, with orders to act in concert with Leſdi-- 
guieres, and to throw himſelf into Geneva, if the 
duke of Savoy ſeemed to have any intention of making 
a new attempt upon this city, although the council 
of France at the ſame time earneſtly adviſed this little 


republic to liſten to the mediation offered by ſome 


Swiſs cantons, to terminate by an advantageous agree 
ment that kind of tedious, and long war which had ſo- 
long ſubſiſted between them and Savoy. However, 
the tranſportation of arms from France and Spain, or 
Spaniſh Flanders, was prohibited ; and Barrault f cauſed 

four thouſand five hundred pikes of Biſcay to be ſeized 
at Saint-John-de-Luz, which a French merchant of 

Dieppe had embarked for the Low * not- 


Nerege chis order. 
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Tux long ſtay. which was made by Doria on the 
coalt of Genoa 5 the galleys before - mentioned, was 
another myſtery that could not be found out. He had 
ſalled for the coaſt of Villa-Francha, as if with a deſign 
to take the three ſons. of the duke of Savoy on board, 
who appeared to be waiting at Nice only for an oppor- 
tunity of being conveyed to Spain; their father, it was 
ſaid, ſent them there to be educated, and to be raiſed to 
the firſt dignities of the ſtate +, the government of Mi- 
lan, and the viceroyſhip of Naples and Sicily, being 
thoſe he molt eagerly panted after, probably, becauſe he. 
flattered himſelf, that thoſe titles would afford him an 
opportunity to fnatch ſome part of thoſe territories for 
himſelf. But every one was deceived; Doria paſſed by 
without landing or ſtopping at Viila-Franchs:: never- 
theleſs, there were perſons who continued to believe 
that it had been his deſign, but that his reſentment for 
Savoy's not paying him thoſe honours, nor eſteeming him 
ſa highly as he thought he deſerved, had prevented his. 
execution of it ; others maintained that it was agreed 
upon between the duke of Savoy and him, that he 
\ ſhould act in this manner, to give the duke a pretence 
for ſtaying longer at Nice, where, ſaid theſe conjecturers, 
he only waited for an opportunity to make an attempt 
upon Provence; and others again thought they had diſ- 
covered the reaſon of his departure, to be an order 
which they ſuppoſed he had received from Spain to go 

and join his ſquadron to the great naval army of the 
Spaniards: or poſſibly the council of Madrid had nothing 
elſe in vie w, but to accuſtom her neighbours to prepa- 
rations and motions, for which they could not gueſs. 
the cauſe. However that may be, this did not pre- 
vent the voyage of the children of Savoy into Spain; 
aſter a delay of ſome time longer at Nice, they paſſed 
on - the bwexiicth of W within view of Marſeilles, 
without 


* The ſecond of theſe princes was made riceroy of Portugal, and the 
third r of Tolede and . 33 
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without ſaluting the caſtle of If; their convoy conſiſted 
of nine galleys, four of Malta, three of the Pope IN 


and two of Savoy. 

Ix the mean time, ſome other e troops were 
upon their march from Italy to Flanders. His majeſty 
was the more attentive to their motions, becauſe he was 
informed that Hebert, who had left France and re- 
tired to Milan, continued his former intrigues with the 
count of Fuentes: the ſecret was diſcovered by a letter 


that Hebert wrote to his brother, who was a treaſurer 
of France in Languedoc. Theſe troops, as I Was in- 


formed by his majeſty's letters to me at London, quitted 


Savoy, and paſſed the bridge of Green on the firſt of 


July; they conſiſted of ten Neapolitan companies, 


commanded by Don Inigo de Borgia, and only Don 
Sancho de Lune remained in this canton with a ſmall 
body of troops, with a view no doubt to haſten the 


treaty depending between Savoy and Geneva, which 


was concluded accordingly on the 15th of the ſame 


month. The remainder of the Spanifh troops that 


were drawn from Italy, conſiſted of four thouſand: 


| Milanois, commanded by che count de Saint George, 
who took the fame rout. . 

NOTWITHSTAN DBIS G 3 ſupplies, by which 
the archdukes received a great acceſſion of ſtrength, 


yet Henry was ſtill of opinion, that the Spaniards would 


not complete their enterpriſe upon Oſtend this year; 
they themſelves ſeemed to think that time alone could 

effect it, their forces being conſidetably diminiſhed. 
The thouſand borſe that attended the duke of Aumale 
_ were reduced by deſertion to leſs than five hundred, and 
thoſe that remained were fo great an expence to their 
own commanders, that they expected to be ſoon obliged 
to difband them. Such was the ſituation of the United- 


| Provinces during this year, wherein they gained like- | 


wiſe another advantage over their enemies; a ſmall 


number of Dutch veſſels who were going to by ſpices, 
| meeting 
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meeting with fourteen Portugueſe galleys belonging to 
Goa, gave them chace, took five, in which yy _— 
hi riches, and diſperſed the reſt. 2 4) 

Exo, during the courſe of this year, had not 

more tranquillity in the eaſt than the weſt. Mahomet 
the third, to ſecure himſelf as he thought in the throne, 
cut the throats of twenty of his brothers. Buried in 
the receſſes of the ſeraglio, he did not perceive that his 
mother, to whom he entirely abandoned the govern- 
ment, abuſed his authority: and was firſt informed of 
it by the Janizaries, who came one day in a body, and 
in a manner that ſhewed they would neither brook a 
denial nor delay, demanded the head of the two Capi 
Agas, who directed the council of the ſultana-mother, 
and the baniſhment of the ſultana herſelf, which he 
was obliged to comply with immediately. He after- 
wards put his own fon, and the ſultana his wife to 
death,” and was db ſeized with ths e of which 
he died. 

Bur it is now time to Peſt the affairs of the 
kingdom. His majeſty having returned from Villers- 
Coterets to Fontainebleau, I left him in this laſt place, 
and came to Paris, to attend my uſual employments: 
theſe were to make the receivers- general of the diſtricts, 
and other perſons in office, bring in exact accounts; to 
caſhier thoſe who were convicted of any miſdemeanour, 

as it happened to Palot a receiver in Languedoc and 
Guienne ; to make a proviſion of ſums neceſſary to keep 
the old allies of the crown, and to acquire new ones, 
and the maintenance of thoſe that reſided in foreign 
. courts for this purpoſe; and laſtly, by the mere force of 
frugality and œconomy, to enrich the treaſury, by diſ- 
charging all the debts his majeſty had contracted during 
the league, and the other engagements of the ſtate, at 
the head of which his majeſty generally placed the pen-. 
ſions he allowed the Swiſs cantons, and was always. 


—_ ſolicitous to er if 8 28 were diſcharged: the. 
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fewer allies we had in Italy, the-more neceſſary the 
king thought it to ſooth and manage them. He made a 
preſent of a ſuit of armour, which he had one day worn 
in battle, to the Venetian reſidents at Paris; that re- 
public earneſtly requeſted it of him, and ſet ſo high a 


value upon this preſent, that they hung up the ſuit of 
armour, with a kind of ceremony, in-a place where it 


was publicly expoſed to view, and ſerved for a monu- 


ment to poſterity, of their veneration of a Pin 87 
was fo juſtly famous for his military virtues. 
As the new œconomy, which I had wtroduced' into 


every branch of the revenue, cut off the greateſt part 


of thoſe profits which the courtiers and other perſons 
about the king drew from different places, and leſſened 


the preſents his majeſty made them from his own purſe, 


they fell upon methods to ſupply this vacuity; to 
which the prince, delighted with an opportunity of 


7 ſatisfying them, conſented: ſo much the more willingly 


as it coſt him nothing: this was to prevail on his ma- 
jeſty to paſs innumerable edicts, granting certain privi- 
leges and tolls upon particular parts of trade, to be 
enjoyed by them, excluſively of all others. When 
this trick was once found, there was nothing that pro- 
miſed profit, which did not get into the brain of one 
or other among thoſe who thought they had a right to 
ſome favour from the king; intereſt gave every man 


Invention, and the kingdom immediately ſwarmed with 
thoſe petty monopolies, which, though ſingly of little 


conſequence, yet altogether were very detrimental to 
the public, and particularly to commerce, in which 


the leaſt obſtruction produces miſchief. I thought it 
my duty to make frequent and earneſt remonſtrances 
to the king on this ſubje&; and therefore made no 
ſcruple to expoſe myſelf to the anger of the count of 


Soiſſons, with whom, as I have already ſaid, I could 
never live three months together without a quarrel. _ 
Tux count of Soiſſons preſented a petition to the 
king 
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king at Wessi in which he [propoſed that a 
grant ſhould be made him of fifteen-pence upon every 
bale of goods exported: a deſign that muſt certainly 
have been ſuggeſted to him by ſome of his friends, for 
he could never have thought of it himſelf; nor did he 
know all the conſequences of it, at leaſt he aſſured the 
king that this toll would not bring in more than thirty 
thouſand livres a year; and ſo well perſuaded him of 
the truth of what he bad aſſerted, that his majeſty, 
who thought himſelf obliged to beſtow a gratuity of this 
value upon him, and being likewiſe vanquiſhed by re- 
peated importunities, granted his requeſt, without giving 
me, who was then at Paris, any notice of it. Henry, 
that he might be troubled with no farther ſolicitations 
about it, cauſed an edict to be expedited for the count, 
which he ſigned, and the ſeal was placed to it; but 
ſome remains of a ſcruple with regard to trade, the 
importance of which he was fully ſenfible of, made 
him, in granting this favour, reſerve a verbal condition, 
that it ſhould not exceed fiſty thouſand livres, preſs too 
hard _ We penny nor he too ous: nen PR 
trade. | 
THAT evening the kiog äs ige upon [what he 

had granted, began to have fome ſuſpicion that he was 
impoſed upon: he wrote to me inſtantly, and propoſed 
the thing to me as an indifferent queſtion, without 
telling me what had paſfed, or naming any perſon. I 
knew not what to think of ſuch a demand, but fet my- 
| ſelf to work, and, taking to my aſfiftance the 2ccounts 
of the cuſtoms and domain, and entries of provifions, 
J found that the annual amount of this tax would not 
be leſs than three hundred thoufand crowns ; and I could 
not but think 1t ſtill of more importance, when I re= 
flected on the trade of hemp and linen, which it ſeemed 
likely to rain in Brittany, Normandy, and great part 
of Picardy; I therefore went immediately to Fontaine- 


with to make * report to his majeſt y. The king 
= confeſſed 
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confeſſed to me all that had happened, with many marks 
of aſtoniſhment that his confidence had been thus abuſed. 
The true remedy had been to have cauſed the edict to 
be brought back, and have entirely ſuppreſſed it, as 
being obtained by a falſe pretence : but that I might 
not be embroiled with the count of Soiſſons, who could 
not be long ignorant that it was I who had opened his 
majeſty's eyes, it was agreed upon between us to have 
recourſe to another method, which was to hinder the 
parliament from regittering the edit. All that was 
neceſſary for this purpoſe, was to ſend no letter with it, 
either under the king's hand or mine; this was an 
agreement that had long been made between the king 
and the fovereign courts ; and without this formality, 
whatever other orders were produced, the parliament 
knew what they had to do, and would not regiſter any 
thing. I was certain however, and I told his majeſty 
ſo, that this expedient would not preſerve me from 
the reſentment of the count, and of the marchioneſs of 
Verneuil, who I diſcovered was concerned in this 
buſineſs ; but I reſolved to hold firm againſt the count, 
provided his majeſty would be proof likewiſe to the ſo- 
licitations of his miſtreſs, which he promiſed me, and 
added, that he would openly ſupport me. | 
Two or three days after my return to Paris, the 
count of Soiſſons came to my houſe, and paid me many 
compliments, having, as he ſaid, occaſion for a Maxi- 
milian de Bethune at full length: he thought by ſhew- 
ing me great kindneſs, and condeſcending to be familiar 
with me, he ſhould eaſily obtain my ſignature, without 
being obliged to tell me for what purpoſe he demanded 
it. I anſwered coldly, pretending to. be quite ignorant 
of the matter, that I never ſigned any thing without 
knowing what it was : the count then found that he 
mult have recourſe to other means; he acquainted me 
with what his majeſty had lately done for him, and ſaid, 
that as he was not ignorant of the private agreement 
| between 
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between the king, the ſovereign courts, and me, the 


fignature which he demanded was a letter to the parlia- 


ment of Brittany, and the court of aids at Rouen. 


Ar this declaration, J aſſumed an air ſtill more ſe- 
rious, and pretended to be greatly ſurpriſed that the 


king had given me no intimation of the affair, nor 


communicated it to the council, to whom reſolutions 
of ſuch conſequence ' were always made known ; and 
from thence took occaſion to tell the count, that an 


edict of this nature, which bore ſo hard upon the 


public intereſt, deſerving to be excepted from the 
general rule, I could not take the danger upon myſelf; 
that therefore he muſt addreſs himſelf directly to his 
majeſty, or bring me at leaſt an order ſigned by him, 


which would ſerve to juſtify me againſt the reproaches 


I could not fail to draw upon myſelf ſome time or other 
for my compliance. The count replied, with much 


| bitterneſs, that I only made uſe ofthis extreme caution 


to ruin his deſign, and to break with him entirely; but 


finding theſe words could not alter my reſolution, he 
went away grumbling. I heard him mutter ſomething 


between his ſhut teeth concerning our former quarrels ; 


and he went to diſcharge his choler at the houſe of the 


marchioorls de Verneuil. 

'Tats lady, altho' as much enraged with me 2s the 
count of Soiſſons, was yet come to make me a viſit, juſt 
as I was leaving my cloſet to go to his majeſty, who had 


returned to the Louvre. She could not have choſen a 
worſe time; the too eaſy king had juſt ſuffered a ſcore 
of edicts, all in the ſpirit of the firſt, to be extorted 


from him, and, to ſay the truth, of but little conſe- 


quence. I ſet out with a full reſolution to make a new 
attempt upon the king in favour of the people, who 


would be prevented by theſe extortions from paying the 


land-tax. The marchioneſs aſking what paper it was 


I had in my hand, © This is a pretty buſineſs, madam,” 
ptr L in a paſſion, yet affecting t to be much more 
angry 
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angry than ! really was, you are not the laſt among 
5 thoſe that are concerned in it;“ in effect, her name 
made the ſixth article. I then opened the memorial; 
and read to her all the names, with the titles of the 
edits. © And what do you intend to do with this?“ 
ſaid ſne. I intend,” anſwered I, to make ſome. 
“ remonſtrances to the king upon it.“ * Truly,“ 
replied ſhe, no longer able to contain her ſpleen, - he 
“ will have little to do to take your advice, and offend 
* ſo many great people. And on whom, pray, would 
“ you have the king confer favours, if not on thoſe who 
* are mentioned in this writing, his couſins, friends, 
“ and miſtreſs? What you fay, madam,” replied I, 


would be reaſonable enough, if his majeſty took the 


55. money all out of his own purſe ; but to make a new 
** levy upon the merchants, artiſts, labourers, and 
_ #6, countrymen, it will never do; it is by them that 
„ the king and all of us are ſupported, and *tis enough 
that they provide for a maſter, without having fo 
% many couſins, friends, and miſtreſſes to maintain.“ 
Mabp Au de Verneuil loſt none of my words, ſhe 
dwelt particularly upon the laſt; and, in the rage with 
which ſhe was tranſported, made uſe of them to form 
a a thouſand wicked ſlanders. She flew immediately to 
the count of Soiſſons, and told him, that I had ſaid the 
king had but too many relations, and that it would be 
happy for him, and his people, if he could get rid of 
them. The count, mad with rage, went the next 
morning, and demanded a conference with the king; 
after a long enumeration of- his ſervices, he told him, 
that I had ſo outrageouſly injured his honour, that he 
muſt abſolutely have my life, unleſs his majeſty would 
himſelf do him juſtice. Henry, ſeeing him in ſuch 
violent emotion, aſked him, with great compoſure, what 
I had done or ſaid, and whether the affront he had re- 
ceived was directly from me, or had been related to him 
| by another perſon. The count not caring to enter into 


any 
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any explanation, replied, that if we were both together 


in his majeſty's preſence, not all the reſpe& he ought 


to have for a perſon who was dear to him ſhould hinder 
him from doing himſelf juſtice ; and added, that what 


he had ſaid was true, and he ought to be believed on 


his word, for he was not accuſtomed to lie. If that 
* was the caſe, couſin,” ſaid the king, in a voice ſuch 
as muſt naturally put him in confaſton, * you would 


© not be like one in your family ; ; for we always pro- 


e duce your elder brother, in particular, as remarkable 


te for this: but ſince it was a report made to you, tell 


* me who made it, and what he ſaid, and then I ſhall | 


ce know what I ought to do, and will endeavour: to 
« ſatisfy you, if you are to be ſatisfied with reaſon.” 


The count replied, that he had taken an oath not to 


hame the perſon from whom he received his informa- 
tions, but that he was as well convinced of his veracity 
as his own. © So then, couſin, anſwered the king, 
« you excuſe yourſelf from anſwering my queſtion, or 
“ account of an oath you have taken, to the contrary; 


© and I likewiſe will take an oath to believe no more 
& of your complaint, than what monſieur de Roſny 


cc himſelf ſhall acknowledge to me; for I have as goo 


“ an opinion of his veracity, as you can poſſibly haue 


te of thoſe who tell you theſe fine tales.” 

THE count of Soiſſons, when he went out of the 
king's preſence, diſcovered ſuch an exceſs of fury againſt 
me, that his majeſty thought it neceſſary to give me 
notice of it; which he did by Zamet, and La Varenne, 


whom, at the ſame time, he ordered to aſk me, if I had 
not by ſome word or ad ion given offence to the count. 
] anſwered, that ever ſince the viſit I had received from 


the count at the arſenal, which was above fifteen days 
ago, I had never ſpoke to him, or any of his people; 


that the marchioneſs de Verneuil indeed had been at my 
houſe, but neither ſhe nor I had mentioned the count. 
„Oh!“ ſaid the king, when theſe words were repeated 


to 
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to him, ©. we need not doubt any longer from whence 
© this miſchief proceeds, ſince madame de Verneuil is 


% named; for ſhe is ſo full of malice, and has ſuch a 
<, ready invention, that to the leaſt word of monſieur 


* de Roſny's ſhe would add an hundred, nay a thou- 


« ſand; but for all that, this affair muſt not be ne- 


« oleQted. The rage in which his majeſty had ſeen 


the count, gave him reaſon to apprehend that he would 
take ſome violent reſolution againſt me; he therefore 


| ſent La-Varenne to tell me, that I ſhould: never ſtir 


out of my houſe without being well attended, and that 
be deſired I would ſpare nothing for my ſecurity ; 


adding, with great goodneſs, that all the expence 1 


could. be at in. guarding myſelf, would be far below 
what it would coſt him if he ſhould loſe me f. 

I cANN Or quit the article of this new creation of 
edits, without taking notice of an arret of council, 
much more antient, by which a tax of anchorage was 
ordered to. be levied on all the foreign veſſels that an- 
chored in our ports. This at the bottom was no more 
than what was paid by our veſſels in foreign ports; 
nevertheleſs it was with regret, and only by his ma- 
jeſty's expreſs orders, that I carried it into execution, 
looking upon it to be one of thoſe exactions which was 
moſt likely to depreſs the vigour of our trade. The 
parliaments of Rouen and Rennes made great oppo- 


ſition to the N them, and the marechal 


d' Ornano 


FT L'Etoile's Journal treats at large of this difference, which the king 
put an end to, by obliging the count of Soiſſons to be contented with a 
letter of ſatisfaction which M. de Roſny wrote to him: and according ta 
Matthieu, Henry IV. made the count de Soiſſons and the marquis de 
Roſny come into his apartment, and reconciled them, ibid. 592. De 
Thou alſo ſpeaks of it, b. cxxix. The ſteadineſs of M. de Roſny hat 
procured him great commendations from our hiſtorians. © He had no 
c conſideration for any thing, ſays father Challons, but the king s ſer- 


„ vice; nor could any reſpect for perſons of the greateſt quality, princes, 


tc or even the queen herſelf, prevail on him to make the leaſt conceſſion, 
% where he thought the king's intereſt or glory came in queſtion; this 
« got him many enemies, and was the.cauſe that, after the king's death, 


* the queen took the management of Ain out af his hands.” Fa. de 


Fr. yol, III. p. 255 45 
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&Qrnano beſtirred ' himſelf greatly, having money 

1 owing him from the ſtate, which had been charged 
q' upon that part for his reimburſement. The eftabliſh- 
| ment of commiſſioner-examiners, lieutenants-particu- 
'{ Hers, aſſeſſeurs-criminels, and other officers. of juſtice, | 
maeet with no leſs difficulty from the ſame court of | 
1 Rouen, which more than any other oppoſed theſe new 
ö edits; the laſt were made with an intention to ſatisfy 
1 


and ſend back the colonels and captains of companies, 
who had waited at Paris a long time for their pay, in 
conſequence of theſe new regulations: probably it was 
the meeting with ſuch obſtacles as theſe to his deſigns, 
YT that had long made Henry ſolicitous .to ſuppreſs the 
"Fg chamber of requeſts in all his parliaments. He had 
laboured very earneſtly to effect this, and actually began 
with that of the parliament of Thoulouſe this year, 
which continued to be ſuppreſt, notwithſtanding all 
11 the objections that were made to it by his own council, 
in which all the debates ran contrary to him. 500 
Tux quarrel between the count of Soiſſons and 
me, made a great noiſe; but the king, to ſhew me 
that it had produced no ' alteration in his friendſhip, 
| ſent me notice by Beringhen ſome days afterwards, 
'' that he intended to paſs by Roſny, in the journey he 
' was upon the point of making to Normandy, and 
1 that he expected 1 ſhould treat him there with his 
if court. 'The princes, princefſes, and the conſtable, 
| were all that the king permitted to be of this party. 
1 The preparations I made were worthy of him who 
if did me the honour to be my gueſt : but the enter- 
tainment was diſturbed by an unforeſeen accident ; 
the rivers were ſo much ſwelled by a ſudden ſtorm, 
that the offices of N were overflowed *, the 
| | fruit 


1 vellove L'Etoile a little exapgerates this Gait; 4 bob be 97 

1 their majeſties with great difficulty eſcaped the danger. The king, 
* « adds he, laughing, told M. de Roſny, that heaven and earth were 

& combined againſt him, and that he ought _ to take care we himſelf,” 
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fruit ſpoiled, as well as the Bunt of the ſervants; the 


ladies were terrified, ſuppoſing the danger to be much 


greater than it really was. I removed their fears by 
cauſing a conduit to be opened, through which the wa- 
ter uſed to have a paſſage, and which had been filled 


up to make the paſſage more commodious for his ma- 


jeſty and for the carriages. I had already begun to 


make the road and the bridge at the entrance to Roſ- 


ny, but neither were yet completed. 
THE waters did great damage for ten leagues 


„about, but I came off for two or three hundred 
crowns. 
His majeſty proceeded as far as the Lower Nor- 


mandy, but did not go beyond Caen : he took the go- 


vernment of it from Crevecœur- Montmorency, who 
was accuſed of carrying on correſpondencies with 
Bouillon and d' Auvergne, particularly with Tremou- 


ille, whoſe kinſman he was; and gave it to Belli- 
fonds. From Caen the king paſſed through Rouen +, 


| where he ſettled entirely all the affairs of that province. 
In this city he declared his pleaſure concerning the 


marriage of my daughter, whom, as it was formerly 
mentioned, the princeſs Catherine bad propoſed for 
the duke of Rohan, and who had ſince that time been 
demanded in marriage by monſieur and madame de 
Fervaques, for monſieur de Laval the ſon of that lady. 


His majeſty at Ronen ordered me rather to prefer 


Laval ; but he once more altered his opinion. _ 
Tux affairs of religion were in part the occaſion 


of the journey his majeſty had lately taken; and the 
duke of Bouillon kai likewiſe a ſhare t in it. He 


was 


+ * The king was attacked at Rouen with ſo violent a looſeneſs, as 
© to void blood, which the phyſicians ſaid came from his having eaten 
&© too great a quantity of raw oyſters,” L'Etoile, an. 1663. 

1 It is in vain to endeavour at any juſtification of the duke of Bouillon. 


His own hiſtorian gives * his ne aſton the PTE of the count 
Auvergne, b. vw. 1 „ 5 
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= was not quite yet viſtouraged from tht attempts FR 0 "0 . 
tte king of England: he was ſtill in the court of the 
| _ eleQtor Palatine, whom he adviſed to build a citadel up⸗ 
| on the ground which divided his territories. from France, 
For the defence, he ſaid, of the true religion; and had 
lt the boldneſs, without aſking his majeſty's leave, to ſoli- 
Cit Erard, his firſt engineer, to come and draw the plan 
of this fortreſs for him. To ſerve his ambition every 
thing ſeemed lawful, and ſacred as well as profane things 
were proftituted to that purpoſe. He ubliſhed a writ- 
| Ing this year, in Which he exclaimed, in a moſt outra- 
geous manner, againſt the whole body of the proteſ- 
F - nn.” he had teddy drawn Sreat advantages krom this 
| Fratagem, and ſeconded it on his ſide by counterfeiting 
JSTOR. perle ly well great uneaſineſs and apprehen} jon of the. 
miſeries which hung over the proteſtants, in conſe- 
_ quence of the new | eſolutivns that were taken by the 
council of France, to whom he attributed theſe libels. 
However, it was no difficult matter to prove, that they 
Had been compoſed by bis friends, and ſent into Eng- 
land with a few to hinder his majeſty from fucceeding 
in his endeavours' to gain king James: but it was upon 
* weak and bot- headed perſons that Bouillon always im- 
pPeaoſed; and on them indeed his pains were not all caſt 
| | away. An aſſembly, of proteſtants was held at Saumur 
A and Poitou, on occaſion of the king's laſt indiſpoſition, 
i in which Du-Plefſſis extolled this duke in a manner not 
_.- only ridiculous, but likewiſe inſolent and preſumptuous; 
| for the praiſes he gave his hero ſeemed. to be all at the 
1 King's expence, whom he calumniated without any re- 
| | ſpect to his perſon or dignity. | 
1 | © Op all theſe aſſemblies, none made ſo den noble 


9 9 * — ded 


I ' as that which was held at Gap, the latter end of this 
Fear. The elector Palatine, and the duke of Bouil- 
| lon, by their letters and creatures, cauſed queſtions 


ft to be propoſed in it which had a ſtrong tendency to 
| the rekindling a war. The miniſter Ferrier, by their 
> | orders 
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rs to e Wen the 
Proteſtants to inſert amongſt their Sete of confeſſion, 
that the pope is the antichriſt: ſurely it could not be 


| called a ſpirit of feligton, but rather of diſcord and in- 
trigue, that preſided at the deciſion of this ridieulous 


tenet, which they like wiſe propoſed to ſend printed to 


all the univerſities of Europe. As ſoon as the king was 
informed of this ſeandalous proceeding, he ſent me or- 
ders from Fontainebleau; where he ad reſided: ſince | ? 


his return from Normandy, to put a ſtop to the licen- 


Germain t and-Deſborde: . 
to the arguments 1 Wade ufe Uf to ſhew them the folly -_ 

of their conduct; or the advice I gave the not to ir- 

kitate Henry, who they ſaw was "reſolvell not to ſpare 


tiouſneſs of the proteſtants, and, above ul, io Hinder 


this new article of faith TP from being recelved. Ville 


roi likewiſe, by his commands, preſſed me to exert 
myſelf on this oecaſion. 1 wrote immediately to Saints 
des; and whether it was owing 


them, I know not, but che article in queſtion: Was at 
length ſuppreſſed. The pope; 


ed, that it was with difficulty his majeſty could a appeaſe 


ver inſtituted at one time as in this year. 58 


him: and probably it was to xhis incident, that the je- 
ſuits owed their re- eſtabliſument in France. The holy” 


father had the conſolation to ſee his dominions filled 


with an acceſſion of monks of every kind, Auguſtins re- 


formed, Recolets, barefooted Carmelites, i ignorant fry- 
ars; and amongſt the other ſex, capuchin nuns, folie 
tans, and carmelites: ſo many religious orders were ne- 


Tux boldneſs of the proteſtants, on this 4 ion, 
wilt not appear ſo furpriſing, if it be conſidered that 
7 had even gone ne N upon another, when 

OL. III. S e they! 


+ See the life of + Di-Plefis-Moraey, b a: ii, p- 296, Sh we e Bad the 
Reps taken by de Mornay, to procure the reception of this abſurd tenet, 
1 Deputies from the calviniſt _ to reſide at court, according to the 


| cuſtom of that time. 


4 - . 0 4 
2 N ; 6 » , 2 : * I h 
= U : p , E 5 7 8 
; x 'S * R I 8 . 
: ; X 3 F 
F c - "WV * * 2 72 oy 2 
, * * . 7 pred | Pe wg 5 * Wo 
> . 2 £ * 7 by 
8 * 8 g P * 1 
3 a 33 | ö 
: Y .- 
by 7 
2 - 14 
7 
6 


yy 1 . uſed bis utmoſt hs 1 


1 believe, was under great 
apprehenſions about it; for he was ſo extremely enrag- 
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they were inſolent enough to affer- their mediation. to by, 
the king, in favour of certain foreign princes wit 
whom he had reaſon to be diſſatisfied, | I was; continu- 
ally repeating to them, that thoſe. rebellious proceed- 
ings would fall heavy upon them one day or other, and 
that they would groan for them a long time: but they 
bad prophets whoſe predictions were far more agree · 
able to them than mine. Bouillon, La Tremouille, 


7 Leſdiguieres, and Nu-Pleſſis, to render my repteſenta- 


tions ineffectual, and myſelf the object of their batred, 

inſinuated every where, that I ſacrificed, on all occa- 
ſions, that very 0 for which I pretended ſo much 
zeal; and that, by this practice, I enriched myſelf 
with wealth and preferment, to which other men had a 


better claim: nor did the Papiſts, except perhaps a 
very few, conſider themſelves as at all obliged. to me 
for that which I did upon principles of pure equity; 

for by the malignity of my ſtars, or the invidiouſneſs of 


bb place, I muſt honeſtly. own I loſt my labour. 
WIIIE theſe complaints of the proteſtants a 
me ran higheſt, I went one day to his majeſty, with an 
intention to make him ſuch repreſentations. as would ſe- 
cure me againſt the effects of their malice. The king 
was then in a gallery near his chamber, walking with 
E: duke of Montpenſier, cardinal Joyeuſe, and the duke 
of Epernon: he made me a ſign to approach, and aſked 


me whether I could gueſs the ſubject of his converſation: 


with hate three gentlemen. I anſwered only with a 


bow. „ We were talking, ſaid the king, of the go- 


& vernment of Paitou, and they have adviſed me to 

give it to you; could you have imagined this? they 
40 hs Rein ſuch good catholics, and you ſuch an obſtinate 
« huguenot.“ I did not even know that this goyern- 
ment was vacant. Lavardin, who was governor. of 
Perche and Maine, had the reverſion of it after the 
death of Malicorne, who was very aged and infirm, and 


all 
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all his eſtates were ſituated in the provinces he was at 
preſent governor of, he releaſed Malicorne from his en- 
gagement, and both together came to reſign this govern+ 
ment to the king, that he might en of it in ibn 
of one of his natural childten. | 
— HenRY likewiſe inſiſted upon my gueſſing bis 106+ 
tives for preferring me to this ' poſt, rather than any 
other perſon, or thoſe even that were ſo near to him. I 
had nothing to alledge, but the knowledge his majeſty 
had of my fidelity and ardour for his ſervice. © The 
king replied, that his true reaſon for giving it me, Was, 
becauſe I was an huguenot, but a reaſonable one, and 
zealous for the good of my country; that the proteſ- 
tants beholding me in this light, could not but be highly 
ſatisfied with his choice; and that he did not doubt but 
that his whole kingdom would be no leſs ſo, ſince I was 
capable of inſpiring them with more dutiful ſentiments, 
of giving them juſt notions of their king, and of teaching 
them to rely on his goodneſs, and to reſpect and love his 
perſon; and that, by ſuffering the gratuities Which he 
granted to the principal members of this body to paſs 
through my hands, the authority which the duke of 
Bouillon ſtil} preſerved amongſt them might be deſtroy- 
ed. His majeſty added (without doubt becauſe theſe 
three gentlemen, who were alſo joined by Briſac, Or- 
nano, and Roquelavre, were preſent) that although he 
felt ſo ſtrong an affection for his religion, as to wiſh with 
the utmoſt ardour to ſee it embraced by all the hugue- 
nots, and by me in particular, yet he could never forget 
that God had made uſe of that body, and of the cities of 
Rochelle, Bergerac, and Montauban, eſpecially, to free 
him from the oppreſſion of Spain, to aſſiſt him in ſup- 
porting his juſt claims, and to ſave even his life from 
the fury of the leaguers ; that, on this account, howe+ 
ver difcontented he might be with thoſe cities for difco- 
vering leſs duty and affection for him than formerly, yet 
nevertheleſs he ER himſelf obliged. in honour, to 
. continue 
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them for their fortifications and colleges. The king re- 
peated ſeveral inſtances which the province of Poitou 


had hitherto given, of its inviolable attachment to its 


lawful prince, © when no Bouillon, ſaid he, was there 
ce to excite them to ſedition; and could not hinder 


himſelf from ſaying, that, at this very time, the welfare 


of the kingdom depended aon n a peace with 
the proteſtants. 

AFTER this, his ma jaſiy told me, that Lichen treat 
directly with meſſieurs de Lavardin and Malicorne, re- 
peating, that it was more for the intereſt of the ſtate, 
and therefore more agreeable to his inclinations, to give 


this government to me, than to his own children. All 


that were preſent ſaid ſomething in approbation of what 
his majeſty had done, and praiſe of me; and I made 
my acknowledgment to all, either in words or by low 
bows. I diſpatched Montmartin immediately to La- 
vardin and Malicorne 4 and he tranſacted the buſineſs 
with ſuch prudence, . that, by a ſeaſonable preſent of a 
thouſand crowns to thoſe whoſe advice they took in this 


affair, I got this government from them for twenty 


thouſand crowns. Upon their reſignation, Du-Freſne 
ſent me, on the 16th of December, the patents for the 
government of Poitou, Chatelleraudois, Loudunois, &c. 
This made my revenue from governments amount 
to thirty thouſand livres; namely, twelve thouſand 
livres from the governments of Mante and Gergeau, 
which I already poſſeſſed, and were both very lucrative 
for private governments, eſpecially Gergeau, on account 
of the garriſons; and eighteen thouſand livres from that 
of Poitou: in this ſum, however, I have always in- 
cluded my ſalaries for the two poſts of aper rumd 

of the fortifications, and of the works. | 
I MUST not omit giving ſome. account of the at- 
tempts that were made this year in France, to eſta- 
bliſh the ſtuff manufactures, and eſpecially ſilk ones. 
Henry, who was carried with ardour to every thing 
| which 
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which in bis obfthib Gold Contribüte 10 the glory and 
utility of the kingdom, | ſuffered himſelf to be per 
ſuaded, by Les Bourgs and Des Cumans, that it was 
a mighty eaſy Witten 4 655 only to ſupply ſilks for our 
home conſumption, which uſed to be brought from 
foreign countries and diſtant regions, but alſo to carry 
on a conſiderable trade with foreigners for this mer- 
chandiſe. For this purpoſe, all that is neceſſary, ſaid 
they, is to give encouragement to filk weavers to come 
amongſt us, to increaſe the breed of ſilk worms, plant 
mulberry- trees, and erect large buildings fit for theſe 
fort of manufactures. I exclaimed loudly againſt this 
ſcheme, which I never approved: but the king was fo . 
prejudiced | in favoured of it, that all my rene 
were ineffectual. | 

TI REMEMBER that one day, ben his meſek we me 
the honour to viſit me at the arſenal, to confer with me 
upon the neceſſary methods for eſtabliſhing theſe manu- 
faQures, which could not be done without a great ex- 
pence, we had a pretty warm debate about it. © I 
„ know not,” faid he to me, finding I received all the 

' Propoſals ks made me on this ſubject, with that reſerve 
and coldneſs which I always aſſumed when I was not in 
his opinion. „ I know not, what whim this is that 
&* you have taken in your head, to oppoſe a ſcheme fo 
& well calculated to enrich and embelliſh the kingdom, 
e to root out idleneſs from among the people, and 
„„ which I ſhould find ſo much ſatisfaction in complet- 
« ing.” I replied, that this laſt reaſon had ſo much 
weight with me, that, if I could ſee the leaft probability 
of ſucceeding 1 in the ſchemes for a ſilk manufacture, I 
ſhould content myſelf with repreſenting to his 'majeſty 
that he would purchaſe this ſatisfaction at rather too 
high a price, and deſtroy by it that which he propoſed 
to himſelf in the execution of thoſe great deſigns, which, 


$ by his command, I had mentioned to the king of E 


| land; but that T entreated him not to be offended with 
Q3 | me, 
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me, if I onfumed to tell him, that I could not, as he 
did, ſee either glory or utility reſulting from this eſta - 
bliſhment. I then aſked him, if he would permit me 
to give him my reaſons for thinking ſo differently from 
him. I give you leave, ſaid be, but upon condition 
« that you afterwards. hear mine, which, I am per- 
& ſuaded, are more convincing than yours.” I then 
made the following obſervations to his majeſty. | 

__ THrarT it was through a wiſe diſpenſation of Provi- 

. dence, which deſigned that all the nations of the earth, 
or of one continent, ſhould be obliged by their common 
neceſſities to have an intercourſe with each other, that 
this country was fitted to produce one thing, and that 
another, excluſively of all the reſt : France had the 
good fortune to be ſo favourably diſtinguiſhed in this 
diſtribution of benefits, that no country probably, ex- 
cept Egypt, ſo univerſally abounded with whatever 
| ſupplied the neceſſities, or contributed merely to the 
conveniences of life, to the reſt of the world: her 
corn, grain, and pulſe, her wine, cyders, flax, hemp, ſalt, 
wood, oil, dying drugs, that immenſe quantity of cattle, 
great and ſmall, which uſually ſerve her inhabitants for 
food, putting her in a condition not only to envy none 
of ber neighbours on the ſcore of any of theſe advan- 
tages, but even to diſpute with them thoſe which make 
up all the trade they carry on: Spain, I, and Sicily, 

are of this number. _ 

I is certain that her climate refuſes ſilk ; ; the ſpring 
begins too late, and an exceſſive moiſture almoſt. always 
prevails; and this inconvenience, which is abſolutely | 
irremediable, affects not only the filk-worms, which, on 
this account, are hatched with great difficulty, but 

likewiſe the mulberry-trees that theſe inſeQs feed upon; 
for which a mild and temperate air is neceſſary in the 
ſeaſon wherein they put forth their leaves. The diffi- 
culty of multiplying them in a country where none ever 
grew, cannot but be very great: it will be five years 


: rom. degenerating or 1 MRI 


- 1603. 5 0 F. 8 U L L Y. . 343 ' 


at leaſt — 5 there can be any certainty of their. coming 


to perfection; during which we riſk the loſs of time, 


ous and the produce of the ground they are planted: 
But are theſe difficulties, which ought to diſſuade 
ET engaging in an enterpriſe, the ſucceſs of which 
ſh do not render doubtful but ek, a real loſs. 
to us? That is the queſtion. 
A counTxr life affords ſo many various labours and 
employments, that in France none need be idle but thoſe 
who reſolve againſt all work; therefore it is neceſſary to 
begin, by curing people of this lazy diſpoſition, which, 
if real, is the only/thing worthy of attention. But how 
is this done by ↄffering them the culture of ſilk for an 


employment? firſt they leave one profeſſion, which. 


brings them in a certain and ſufficient income, for ano- 


ther, where their gains are caſual and doubtful. Tt: 


would not indeed be very difficult to make them prefer. 
this to the former, becauſe it is but too natural to quit 


a a hard and laborious kind of life, ſuch as agriculture is, 


conſidered in its full extent, for one that, like working 
upon ſilk, does not fatigue the body by any violent 


motion. But even this is another argument to prove 


the dangerous conſequences of ſuffering the country 


People to be thus employed: it has been a common ob- 


ſervation at all times and in all. places, that the beſt. 
ſoldiers are found amongſt the families of robuſt, la- 
borious, and nervous workmen : if, inſtead of theſe, we 
enliſt men who are brought up to no other labour than 


what a child, if taught it, has ſtrength to perform, we 


ſhall be ſoon convinced they are no longer fit for the 


military art, which requires,. as I have often heard his 


majeſty bimſelf obſerve, a ſtrong conſtitution, confirmed, 
by laborious exercifes, that tend to maintain in its full 
vigour the whole ſtrength and force of the body. And. 
this military art, the ſituation of France, and the nature 
of her politics, make it abſolutely neceſſary to hinder 


Aw 
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AT the fam time that we enervate the country peo 
oe: who in every reſpect are the true ſupporters 45 the 
tate, among thole of the city we introduce luxury, with 
all her train | of miſchiefs, effeminacy, floth, voluptuouſ- 
neſs, and that domeſtic extravagancy which it is not to 
be feared that people who have but little, and know how 
to be ſatisfied with that little, will ever plunge into. 
In France we have already too many of theſe uſeleſs 
citizens, who under habits glittering with gold and 
embroidery, conceal the manners of weak women. 
Tux objeQion, that immenſe ſums of money are 
carried out of France into foreign countries for the 
ſupport of this luxury, proves the truth of what I have 
juſt obſerved, and deſtroys the inference they pretend 
to draw from it : would they reaſon juſtly upon the in- 
con venieney that arifes from this commerce, and this 

importation of vain and unneceſſary merchandizes, they 

would be convinced, that the be thing that could be 
done, would be to ſuppfeſs the uſe of them entirely, and 
abſolutely prohibit their being brought into France; at 
the ſame time to fix, by good and ſevere regulations, 
the richnefs of cloaths and furniture; and to put every 
thing of this kind upon the fame footing as they were in 
the reigns of Lewis XI. Charles VIII. and Lewis XII +. 


"That neceſſity which e us to Jrels in one ſort | 


2 Many edicts of this hers were ifaed: at eine ent times Sod the 
reign of Henry IV. againſt which the dealers in filk at Paris preſented 
many uſeleſs femonſtiances to the king and M. de Roſny. The Memoit? 
for the hiſtory of France relate in what manner that miniſter received the 
ſicur Henriot, who ſpoke for them, a gocd old merchant, whoſe manners 
and dreſs bore the marks of the ſimplicity and plainneſs of the tradeſmen 
of former times.—“ The next day, ſays the writer of theſe Memoirs, 
& they waited on M. de Sully, who an{wered them only with diſdain and 
ce ridicule ; for Henriot having put one knee to the ground, that noble- 
et man immediately raiſed him up; and having turned him round, the 
cc better to ſurvey his old- faſhioned dreſs, being a ſhort holyday-gown 
% lined with taffety, his jacket and the reſt of his cloaths ornamented with 
« fills of different kinds, in the manner they were formerly wore by 
“ merchants, he ſaid to him, Honeſt friend, what reaſon can you and 
© your company have to complain, when you are much finer than 1 x 2 

. 1g 
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of ſtuffs rather than another, is the mere vice of fancy; 


and the price that is ſet upon them, an evil we fall into 


with full conviction. Were we to conſider, though but 


with the ſlighteſt attention, the fource of what is called 


the faſhion, we ſhould find, to our ſhame and confuſion, 


that a ſmall number of perſons, and thofe the moſt 
deſpicable of a great city, which incloſes all ſorts in- 
differently within her walls, for whom, if we were 
acquainted with them, we ſhould'feel that contempt we 
have for men without morals, or that compaſſion we 
have for fools, that; theſe very men diſpoſe nevertheleſs 
of our purſes, and keep us enſlaved to their Caprices. 
Bo r ſilk cloaths are not the only things which require 
reformation by the royal power; there is as much to be 


done with reſpect to diamonds, jewels, ſtatues, and 


pictures, if it be conſidered as a grievance, that fo- 
reigners take away our gold and ſilver: we muſt like- 


wiſe take into conſideration, equipages, kitchen. furni- 


ture, moveables, and every thing in which theſe metals 
are made uſe of. If we reflect upon the amazing extra- 


vagance that prevails in France, the ſums ſquandered - 
fooliſhly in gardens, buildings, coſtly works, entertain- 


ments, liquors, and what not; if we think on the ex- 
orbitant price paid for offices, of marriages ſet up to 
auction, what is there that wants no reformation ? 
We cannot charge to foreign manufactures the tenth 


part « of the money that is thrown away in France, with- 


out the leaſt neceſſity. The care which the law and 
the finances would require, would engage us in an end- 
leſs digreſſion: theſe two bodies of men, of which the 
one ought to be the guardians of regularity, and the 
other of parſimony, feem only to have been brought 
into the world,: to deſtroy both the one and the other. 


Theſe are the only people that know what it is to be 


rich; 


a; Is not this PREY this raffety ? KE. And after turning them Tg 
« ridicule ſent them away without giving them any other ſatisfaction; 3 
« which made them ſay, as they were returning, The ſervant is rudern 


and baughtier than his maſter,” Vol. II. p. A 
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rich ; and how they come by this wealth, may be ſeen 
by the manner in which they ſpend it: the old chan- 
cellors, firſt preſidents, counſellors of ſtate, and the heads 
of the courts and revenues, if they were to come into 
the world again, would not know how to find thoſe who 
now fill their places, and reſemble them in nothing but 
I bo boo remedied ho Lan an gdh Gat 
I sap every thing I could think of on this ſubjeQ, 
that carried with it any force, to bring the king over 
to my opinion; hut 1 could not prevail. Your. 
& arguments are very ftrong, ſaid he to me; and [1 
„% would rather chuſe to fight the king of Spain in 


-£ 


— 


I Though filk, and other materials of luxury, are in firitneſs no 
otherwiſe good or bad, than according to the good or bad uſe made of 
them; yet, as it is really more common to apply them to bad than to 
good purpoſes, the good intention of the author, and the purity of his mo- 
rals, cannot be ſufficiently praiſed. The rigid defenders of the chriſtian 
doctrines do, and always will, eſpouſe his ſentiments : but it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, that the politicians of tlie preſent times; even thoſe: who att 
moſt ſevere, think differently: they find nothing concluſive in thoſe ex- 
. — amples of antiquity which are produced againſt luxury, even in reſpect to 

the times from which they are taken, much leſs/in tegard to the preſent, 
According to their opinion, other cauſes. brought about thoſe revolutiong _ 
which were attributed to it; which cauſes having now loſt their force 
ſuch revolutions do not, nor ean they happen again: the increaſe of 561d 
and ſilver in Europe, occaſioned by the mines of thoſe metals diſcovefed 
in America, and whence this part of the world has been enriched within 
the laſt two centuries, has introduced by its natural conſequence luxury,or 
ſaperfluity, which makes the neceſſary exchange age inſt the redundance of 
money, otherwif: an uſeleſs drug. This has entirely changed the face of 

Europe, unavoidably influenced the ſyſtems of government, and left no 

means of aggrandizing any ſtate except by commerte, which opens every 
Inlet to luxuty; no incondenleneies ariſe from hence, till it exceeds what 

the profits of commerce will afford: beſides, experience demonſtrates more 
clearly than reaſoning can, that it is not at all incompatible, either with 
order, ſubordination, or a military ſpirit. Fn” EEC I Ig 

As to what relates to ſil k, ſhould we even ſuppoſe with M. de Sully, 
that France is improper to produce it, his manner of reaſoning will _never- 
theleſs be impetfeR, as he ſeems to have been ignorant how much the ma- 
nufacture adds to the value of the original materials, and of What advan - 
tage that is to the kingdom. If any one ſhould ſtill remain unconvinced 
df this truth, he ought to be ſent for conviction to our manufactures of 
filk at Lyons, Teurs, &c. and in ſpite of what our author fays in this 
plate, the eſtabliſhment of the manufaRures of ſtuffs of all Kinds, which 
was begun in the reign of Henty IV. will always compel us to ſpeak in 
Praiſe of him. See on this article, L'Eſſai politique ſur la commerce, 
chap, 9. p. 105, ſecond edit. 1736. | | 
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pa: three pitched battles, than engage all theſe people 
ba of the law, the offices, and the city eſpecially, their 
1 wives and dau em. whom you have brought upon 
c m back, w with all your whimſical regulations.” 
19 Then it is 1 pleaſure, Sire, replied I, that I 
'* ſhould ſpeak to you no more upon this ſubject: 
% however, time and experience will convince you, 
that France is not 1 for theſe gewgaws,” I was 
obliged to content myſelf with endeavouring only to 
Prevail upon the king to alter his intention of taking 
the I ournelles, and that whole encloſure for the new 


Ca) 


< 
3 * 
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: buildings he projected for his filk manufactories. I re- 


_ Preſented to him, that he would one day deſtroy what 
it would coſt him ſo much to build, and brought to his 
remembrance, that once, when he was laying with me 
the foundations of a deſign, far more noble and juſt, 
the Tournelles had been deſtined for another building 
of à very different kind n $67 Ap things ſhall fall out,“ 
replied; Henry; and this Was all 1 could get from him. 
He followed Zamet, who came to tell him, that the 
dinner he had ordered to be prepared for him at his 
Houle, was ready. 

© IT was not, 1 confeſs, Iihout deep regret, that I 
— ſuch large ſums of money ſquandered, which 
might have been employed to ſo many uſeful purpoſes. 
I made a calculation of the expence Henry was com- 
monly at every year, in buildings, in play, for his 
miſtreſſes, and hounds, and found that it amounted to 
twelve hundred thouſand crowns, a ſum ſufficient to. 
maintain a body of fifteen thouſand foot : T could not, 


though. 1 rische the Ces of loſing, his affeQion, be 
ſilent 


+ The building bete meant, was tende to be a magnificent fans, 
1 fathom on every fide, which was to be called the ſquare 
France; eight fireets were to have opened into it, of eight toiſes in 
dth, bearing the names of ſo many provinces. The defign for it was 
made in 1608, but the death of Henry IV. put a ſtop to the execution of 
it: under the following reign it was executed in part, and was called the 


royal Square. 
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Silent upon this ſubject. He commanded * to 1 7 


* f 


more to purchaſe, at this price, that domeſtic quiet 


which was ſo often interrupted by his wife and his 
| miſtreſs: but fortunately for him, he eſcaped any boils 


this year. It was the current report at Fontainebleau, 
and for a long time believed, that the queen was again 


with child, but it was afterwards found to be a miſtake; 3 


which the king did me the honour to inform me of. 
The colony that was ſent to Canada this year, 20 


among the number of thoſe things that had not my ap- 
probation, there was no kind of riches to be expected 


from all thoſe countries of the new world, which are 


beyond the fortieth degree of latitude. His majeſty 


gave the conduct of this e to the ſieur Du: - 


Mont . 


+ See in the 88 the deſcription of 2 e ee to 8 


by the ſieur Du- Mont. There is alſo a relation of the manners of the 
Inhabitants of this part of the new world; but it is very unfaithful, and 
filled with fables, M. de Sully is again miſtaken in this point; our new 


colonies are a proof of it We refer for a further account of this matter 


to L*Efai politique ſur le commerce, 
Liberty and protection, theſe two ends which comprehend the only 


true means of bringing the internal commerce of a nation into a flouriſhing 


ſtate, may, in another ſenſe, be applied to the trade carried on to the 
two Indies; that is to ſay, as the author of theſe Memoirs remarks, t that 
none of the trading nations of Europe ſhould be excluded from it, but that 


it ſhould be indiſcriminately ſhared amongſt them all; and that the me- 


thod of carrying it on to the moſt general advantage, is by exclufive pri- 


vileges, granted not to private perſons, but to whole cornpagges; afting 


under the name, and by the authority of the king. 
I ought not to forget obſerving here, that the firſt company for carrying 
on a trade to the Eaſt-Indies was eftabliſhed in France, under the reign 


of Henry IV. and in the year after his death, It was formed by a Fleming, 


called Gerard-le Roy, The edict of this eſtabliſhment, which bears 
date the firſt of June 1604, grants many exemptions and privileges to this 
company: the fifth and'fixth articles are ſomething remarkable, it being 
therein ſaid, that gentlemen might become members of this company, 


without Jeragetion to their gentility, The difficulty of procuring the 
| neceſfary funds, the diſunion amongſt the members, and all the other 


cauſes, which have ſo often fince occaſioned the deſtruction of this infti- 


tution, prevented its having the propoſed effect at that time: it was re- 
ſerved for the celebrated M. Colbert to X & 5 it on a more ſolid and 


durable bafis, 
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thouſand livres to madame de Verneuil, too happy once 
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